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2019. This extension will allow NASA to con-
tinue existing EUL arrangements and to make
progress on developing new arrangements
that are currently underway.

| urge my colleagues to vote yes and pass
S. 7, the “NASA Enhanced Use Lease Exten-
sion Act of 2018.”

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. SMITH)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, S. 7.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. MASSIE. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

——————

NATIONAL INTEGRATED DROUGHT
INFORMATION SYSTEM REAU-
THORIZATION ACT OF 2018

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (S. 2200) to reauthorize the Na-
tional Integrated Drought Information
System, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 2200

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘National In-
tegrated Drought Information System Reau-
thorization Act of 2018”.

SEC. 2. NATIONAL INTEGRATED DROUGHT IN-
FORMATION SYSTEM PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 3 of the National
Integrated Drought Information System Act
of 2006 (15 U.S.C. 313d) is amended—

(1) in subsection (b)—

(A) in paragraph (1)(A), by striking “in
order to make usable, reliable, and timely
forecasts of drought, including’”’ and insert-
ing ‘, including precipitation, soil moisture,
and evaporative demand, in order to make
usable, reliable, and timely forecasts of
drought and’’;

(B) in paragraph (3), by inserting ‘‘water-
shed,” after ‘‘regional,”’;

(C) in paragraph (4)—

(i) by inserting ¢, through interagency
agreements’’ after ‘‘integrate’’; and

(ii) by inserting ‘‘information’’
“warning’’;

(D) by amending paragraph (5) to read as
follows:

‘“(b) utilize existing forecasting and assess-
ment programs and partnerships, including
forecast communication coordinators and
cooperative institutes, and improvements in
seasonal precipitation and temperature, sub-
seasonal precipitation and temperature, and
low flow water prediction; and’’; and

(E) in paragraph (6), by inserting ‘‘the pre-
diction,” after ‘‘relating to’’;

(2) Dby redesignating subsections (¢)
through (e) as subsections (d) through (f), re-
spectively;

(3) by inserting after subsection (b) the fol-
lowing:

‘‘(c) PARTNERSHIPS.—The National Inte-
grated Drought Information System may—

‘(1) engage with the private sector to im-
prove drought monitoring, forecast, and
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communication if the Under Secretary deter-
mines the partnership is appropriate, cost-ef-
fective, and beneficial to the public and deci-
sionmakers described in subsection (b)(2)(A);

‘“(2) facilitate the development of 1 or more
academic cooperative partnerships to assist
with National Integrated Drought Informa-
tion System functions; and

‘“(3) utilize and support, as appropriate,
monitoring by citizen scientists, including
by developing best practices to facilitate
maximum data integration.”’;

(4) in subsection (d), as redesignated, by in-
serting ‘‘and sustainment’ after ‘‘develop-
ment’’; and

(5) by striking subsection (f), as redesig-
nated, and inserting the following:

‘(f) SOoIL MOISTURE.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of the National
Integrated Drought Information System Re-
authorization Act of 2018, the Under Sec-
retary, acting through the National Inte-
grated Drought Information System, shall
develop a strategy for a national coordinated
s0il moisture monitoring network.”’.

(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
Section 4 of the National Integrated Drought
Information System Act of 2006 (15 U.S.C.
313d note) is amended to read as follows:
“SEC. 4. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

‘““There are authorized to be appropriated
to carry out this Act—

(1) $13,500,000 for fiscal year 2019;

“4(2) $13,750,000 for fiscal year 2020;

““(3) $14,000,000 for fiscal year 2021;

‘“(4) $14,250,000 for fiscal year 2022; and

““(5) $14,500,000 for fiscal year 2023.”".

SEC. 3. REAUTHORIZATION OF TITLE II OF THE
WEATHER RESEARCH AND FORE-
CASTING INNOVATION ACT OF 2017.

(a) REAUTHORIZATION OF TITLE II OF THE
WEATHER RESEARCH AND FORECASTING INNO-
VATION ACT OF 2017.—Section 1762 of the Food
Security Act of 1985 (15 U.S.C. 8521) is amend-
ed—

(1) by amending subsection (j) to read as
follows:

“(j) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated to
carry out the activities under this section—

‘(1) $26,500,000 for fiscal year 2019;

‘“(2) $27,000,000 for fiscal year 2020;

€(3) $27,500,000 for fiscal year 2021;

€“(4) $28,000,000 for fiscal year 2022; and

‘() $28,500,000 for fiscal year 2023.”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

(k) DERIVATION OF FUNDS.—Amounts
made available to carry out this section
shall be derived from amounts appropriated
or otherwise made available to the National
Weather Service.”.

(b) UNITED STATES WEATHER RESEARCH AND
FORECASTING IMPROVEMENT.—Section 110 of
the Weather Research and Forecasting Inno-
vation Act of 2017 (15 U.S.C. 8519) is amended
to read as follows:

“SEC. 110. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—There are authorized to
be appropriated to the Office of Oceanic and
Atmospheric Research to carry out this
title—

‘(1) $136,516,000 for fiscal year 2019, of
which—

““(A) $85,758,000 is authorized for weather
laboratories and cooperative institutes;

‘“(B) $30,758,000 is authorized for weather
and air chemistry research programs; and

“(C) $20,000,000 is authorized for the joint
technology transfer initiative described in
section 102(b)(4);

““(2) $148,154,000 for fiscal year
which—

““(A) $87,258,000 is authorized for weather
laboratories and cooperative institutes;

‘“(B) $40,896,000 is authorized for weather
and air chemistry research programs; and

“(C) $20,000,000 is authorized for the joint
technology transfer initiative described in
section 102(b)(4);
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“(3) $150,154,000 for fiscal year 2021, of
which—

““(A) $88,758,000 is authorized for weather
laboratories and cooperative institutes;

“(B) $41,396,000 is authorized for weather
and air chemistry research programs; and

“(C) $20,000,000 is authorized for the joint
technology transfer initiative described in
section 102(b)(4);

““(4) $152,154,000 for fiscal year 2022, of
which—

““(A) $90,258,000 is authorized for weather
laboratories and cooperative institutes;

“(B) $41,896,000 is authorized for weather
and air chemistry research programs; and

“(C) $20,000,000 is authorized for the joint
technology transfer initiative described in
section 102(b)(4); and

‘“(6) $154,154,000 for fiscal year 2023, of
which—

““(A) $91,758,000 is authorized for weather
laboratories and cooperative institutes;

‘“(B) $42,396,000 is authorized for weather
and air chemistry research programs; and

“(C) $20,000,000 is authorized for the joint
technology transfer initiative described in
section 102(b)(4).

““(b) LIMITATION.—No additional funds are
authorized to carry out this title and the
amendments made by this title.”.

SEC. 4. EARTH PREDICTION INNOVATION CEN-
TER.

(a) WEATHER RESEARCH AND FORECASTING
INNOVATION.—Section 102(b) of the Weather
Research and Forecasting Innovation Act of
2017 (15 U.S.C. 8512(b)) is amended by adding
at the end the following:

‘‘(4) Advancing weather modeling skill, re-
claiming and maintaining international
leadership in the area of numerical weather
prediction, and improving the transition of
research into operations by—

‘“(A) leveraging the weather enterprise to
provide expertise on removing barriers to
improving numerical weather prediction;

‘“(B) enabling scientists and engineers to
effectively collaborate in areas important
for improving operational global numerical
weather prediction skill, including model de-
velopment, data assimilation techniques,
systems architecture integration, and com-
putational efficiencies;

‘“(C) strengthening the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration’s ability to
undertake research projects in pursuit of
substantial advancements in weather fore-
cast skill;

‘(D) utilizing and leverage existing re-
sources across the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration enterprise; and

‘““(E) creating a community global weather
research modeling system that—

‘“(i) is accessible by the public;

‘“(ii) meets basic end-user requirements for
running on public computers and networks
located outside of secure National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration informa-
tion and technology systems; and

‘“(iii) utilizes, whenever appropriate and
cost-effective, innovative strategies and
methods, including cloud-based computing
capabilities, for hosting and management of
part or all of the system described in this
subsection.”.

(b) UNITED STATES WEATHER RESEARCH
PROGRAM.—Section 108(a) of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
Authorization Act of 1992 (15 U.S.C. 8520(a))
is amended—

(1) in paragraph (10), by striking *‘; and”
and inserting a semi-colon;

(2) in paragraph (11), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘(12) carry out the activities of the Earth
Prediction Innovation Center as described in
section 102(b)(2) of the Weather Research and
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Forecasting Innovation Act of 2017 (15 U.S.C.

8512(1)(2)).”".

SEC. 5. COMPUTING RESOURCES PRIORITIZA-
TION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 108 of the Weath-
er Research and Forecasting Innovation Act
of 2017 (15 U.S.C. 8518) is amended to read as
follows:

“SEC. 108. COMPUTING RESOURCE EFFICIENCY
IMPROVEMENT AND ANNUAL RE-
PORT.

‘‘(a) COMPUTING RESOURCES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In acquiring computing
capabilities, including high performance
computing technologies and supercomputing
technologies, that enable the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration to
meet its mission requirements, the Under
Secretary shall, when appropriate and cost-
effective, assess and prioritize options for en-
tering into multi-year lease agreements for
computing capabilities over options for pur-
chasing computing hardware outright.

‘(2) ACQUISITION.—In carrying out the re-
quirements of paragraph (1), the Under Sec-
retary shall structure multi-year lease
agreements in such a manner that the expi-
ration of the lease is set for a date on or
around—

““(A) the expected degradation point of the
computing resources; or

“(B) the point at which significantly in-
creased computing capabilities are expected
to be available for lease.

“(3) PILOT PROGRAMS.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—In order to more effi-
ciently and effectively meet the mission re-
quirements of the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration, the Under Sec-
retary may create 1 or more pilot programs
for assessing new or innovative information
and technology capabilities and services.

‘“(B) PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS.—ANy pro-
gram created under paragraph (3) shall as-
sess only those capabilities and services
that—

‘(1) meet or exceed the standards and re-
quirements of the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration, including for
processing speed, cybersecurity, and overall
reliability; or

‘“(ii) meet or exceed, or are expected to
meet or exceed, the performance of similar,
in-house information and technology capa-
bilities and services that are owned and oper-
ated by the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration prior to the establish-
ment of the pilot program.

¢“(C) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated, out
of funds appropriated to the National Envi-
ronmental Satellite, Data, and Information
Service, to carry out this paragraph
$5,000,000 for fiscal year 2019, $10,000,000 for
fiscal year 2020, and $5,000,000 for each of fis-
cal years 2021 through 2023, to remain avail-
able until expended.

‘“(b) REPORTS.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of the National Inte-
grated Drought Information System Reau-
thorization Act of 2018, and triennially
thereafter until the date that is 6 years after
the date on which the first report is sub-
mitted, the Under Secretary, acting through
the Chief Information Officer of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
and in coordination with the Assistant Ad-
ministrator for Oceanic and Atmospheric Re-
search and the Director of the National
Weather Service, shall produce and make
publicly available a report that explains how
the Under Secretary intends—

‘(1) to continually support upgrades to
pursue the fastest, most powerful, and cost-
effective high performance computing tech-
nologies in support of its weather prediction
mission;
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‘“(2) to ensure a balance between the re-
search to operations requirements to develop
the next generation of regional and global
models as well as highly reliable operational
models;

““(3) to take advantage of advanced devel-
opment concepts to, as appropriate, make
next generation weather prediction models
available in beta-test mode to operational
forecasters, the United States weather indus-
try, and partners in academic and Govern-
ment research;

‘“(4) to use existing computing resources to
improve advanced research and operational
weather prediction;

‘“(5) to utilize non-Federal contracts to ob-
tain the necessary expertise for advanced
weather computing, if appropriate;

‘(6) to utilize cloud computing; and

‘“(7) to create a long-term strategy to tran-
sition the programming language of weather
model code to current and broadly-used cod-
ing language.”’.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—Section 1(b) of
the Weather Research and Forecasting Inno-
vation Act of 2017 (Public Law 115-25; 131
Stat. 91) is amended by striking the item re-
lating to section 108 and inserting the fol-
lowing:

““‘Sec. 108. Computing resource efficiency im-
provement and annual report.”.
SEC. 6. SATELLITE ARCHITECTURE PLANNING.

Section 301 of the Weather Research and
Forecasting Innovation Act of 2017 (15 U.S.C.
85631) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

“(c) NEXT GENERATION SATELLITE ARCHI-
TECTURE.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Under Secretary
shall analyze, test, and plan the procurement
of future data sources and satellite architec-
tures, including respective ground system
elements, identified in the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration’s Satellite
Observing System Architecture Study that—

‘“(A) lower the cost of observations used to
meet the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s mission requirements;

‘(B) disaggregate current satellite sys-
tems, where appropriate;

‘(C) include new, value-adding techno-
logical advancements; and

‘(D) improve weather forecasting and pre-
dictions.

¢“(2) QUANTITATIVE ASSESSMENTS AND PART-
NERSHIP AUTHORITY.—In meeting the require-
ments described in paragraph (1), the Under
Secretary—

““(A) may partner with the commercial and
academic sectors, non-governmental and
not-for-profit organizations, and other Fed-
eral agencies; and

‘“(B) shall, consistent with section 107 of
this Act, undertake quantitative assess-
ments for objective analyses, as the Under
Secretary considers appropriate, to evaluate
relative value and benefits of future data
sources and satellite architectures described
in paragraph (1).

“(d) ADDITIONAL FORMS OF TRANSACTION
AUTHORIZED.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2),
in order to enhance the effectiveness of data
and satellite systems used by the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration to
meet its missions, the Under Secretary may
enter into and perform such transaction
agreements on such terms as the Under Sec-
retary considers appropriate to carry out
basic, applied, and advanced research
projects to meet the objectives described in
subparagraphs (A) through (D) subsection
(©@).

‘“(2) METHOD AND SCOPE.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—A transaction agree-
ment under paragraph (1) shall be limited to
research and development activities.
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‘(B) PERMISSIBLE USES.—A transaction
agreement under paragraph (1) may be
used—

‘‘(i) for the construction, use, operation, or
procurement of new, improved, innovative,
or value-adding satellites, instrumentation,
ground stations, and data;

‘(ii) to make determinations on how to
best use existing or planned data, systems,
and assets of the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration; and

‘‘(iii) only when the objectives of the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion cannot be met using a cooperative re-
search and development agreement, grants
procurement contract, or cooperative agree-
ment.

‘“(3) TERMINATION OF EFFECTIVENESS.—The
authority provided in this subsection termi-
nates effective September 30, 2023.

‘‘(e) TRANSPARENCY.—Not later than 60
days after the date that a transaction agree-
ment is made under subsection (d), the Under
Secretary shall make publicly available, in a
searchable format, on the website of the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion all uses of the authority under sub-
section (d), including an estimate of com-
mitted National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration resources and the expected
benefits to National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration objectives for the
transaction agreement, with appropriate
redactions for proprietary, sensitive, or clas-
sified information.

“(f) REPORTS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after September 30 of each fiscal year
through September 30, 2023, the Under Sec-
retary shall submit to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of
the Senate and the Committee on Science,
Space, and Technology of the House of Rep-
resentatives a report on the use of additional
transaction authority by the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration during
the previous fiscal year.

‘(2) CONTENTS.—Each
clude—

‘“(A) for each transaction agreement in ef-
fect during the fiscal year covered by the re-
port—

‘(i) an indication of whether the trans-
action agreement is a reimbursable, non-re-
imbursable, or funded agreement;

‘“(ii) a description of—

‘(I the subject and terms;

“(II) the parties;

‘“(ITI) the responsible National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration line office;

“(IV) the value;

(V) the extent of the cost sharing among
Federal Government and non-Federal
sources;

‘(VI) the duration or schedule; and

¢(VII) all milestones;

‘‘(iii) an indication of whether the trans-
action agreement was renewed during the
previous fiscal year;

‘“(iv) the technology areas in which re-
search projects were conducted under that
agreement;

“(v) the extent to which the use of that
agreement—

“(I) has contributed to a broadening of the
technology and industrial base available for
meeting National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration needs; and

“(IT) has fostered within the technology
and industrial base new relationships and
practices that support the United States;
and

‘“(vi) the total value received by the Fed-
eral Government under that agreement for
that fiscal year; and

‘“(B) a list of all anticipated reimbursable,
non-reimbursable, and funded transaction
agreements for the upcoming fiscal year.

report shall in-
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‘(g) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section may be construed as limiting
the authority of the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration to use coopera-
tive research and development agreements,
grants, procurement contracts, or coopera-
tive agreements.”’.

SEC. 7. INTEGRATION OF OCEAN AND COASTAL
DATA FROM THE INTEGRATED
OCEAN OBSERVING SYSTEM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 301(a)(2) of the
Weather Research and Forecasting Innova-
tion Act of 2017 (156 U.S.C. 85631(a)(2)) is
amended—

(1) in subparagraph (A), by striking *‘; and”
and inserting a semicolon;

(2) in subparagraph (B), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

“(C) support increasing use of autonomous,
mobile surface, sub-surface, and submarine
vehicle ocean and fresh water sensor systems
and the infrastructure necessary to share
and analyze these data in real-time and feed
them into predictive early warning sys-
tems.”.

(b) COMMERCIAL WEATHER DATA; AUTHOR-
1ZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—Section
302(c)(3) of the Weather Research and Fore-
casting Innovation Act of 2017 (15 U.S.C.
85632(¢c)(3)) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘2017 through 2020 and in-
serting ‘2019 through 2023’’; and

(2) by inserting ‘‘the’’ before ‘‘National’’.
SEC. 8. IMPROVEMENTS TO COOPERATIVE OB-

SERVER PROGRAM OF NATIONAL
WEATHER SERVICE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Under Secretary of
Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere, act-
ing through the National Weather Service,
shall improve the Cooperative Observer Pro-
gram by—

(1) providing support to—

(A) State-coordinated programs relating to
the Program; and

(B) States and regions where observations
provided through the Program are scarce;

(2) working with State weather service
headquarters to increase participation in the
Program and to add stations in States and
regions described in paragraph (1)(B);

(3) where feasible, ensuring that data
streams from stations that have been con-
tributing data to the Program for more than
50 years are maintained and continually
staffed by volunteers;

(4) prioritizing the recruitment of new vol-
unteers for the Program;

(5) ensuring that opportunities exist for
automated reporting to lessen the burden on
volunteers to collect and report data by
hand; and

(6) ensuring that integrated reporting is
available for qualitative observations that
cannot be automated, such as drought condi-
tions, snow observations, and hazardous
weather events, to ensure that volunteers in
the Program can report and upload observa-
tions quickly and easily.

(b) COORDINATION WITH STATES AND RE-
GIONS.—Not less frequently than every 180
days, the National Weather Service shall co-
ordinate with State and regional offices with
respect to the status of Cooperative Observer
Program stations.

(c) COORDINATION WITH FEDERAL AGEN-
CIES.—The National Weather Service shall
coordinate with other Federal agencies, in-
cluding the Forest Service, the Department
of Agriculture, and the United States Geo-
logical Survey, to leverage opportunities to
grow the Cooperative Observer Program net-
work and to more effectively use existing in-
frastructure, weather stations, and staff of
the Program.

SEC. 9. HARMFUL ALGAL BLOOM AND HYPOXIA
RESEARCH AND CONTROL.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be

cited as the ‘‘Harmful Algal Bloom and Hy-
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poxia Research and Control Amendments
Act of 2017,

(b) REFERENCES TO THE HARMFUL ALGAL
BLOOM AND HYPOXIA RESEARCH AND CONTROL
AcCT OF 1998.—Except as otherwise expressly
provided, wherever in this section an amend-
ment or repeal is expressed in terms of an
amendment to, or repeal of, a section or
other provision, the reference shall be con-
sidered to be made to a section or other pro-
vision of the Harmful Algal Bloom and Hy-
poxia Research and Control Act of 1998 (33
U.S.C. 4001 et seq.).

(¢c) INTER-AGENCY TASK FORCE.—Section
603(a) (33 U.S.C. 4001(a)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (12), by striking ‘“‘and” at
the end;

(2) by redesignating paragraph (13) as para-
graph (14); and

(3) by inserting after paragraph (12) the fol-
lowing:

‘4(13) the Army Corps of Engineers; and”’.

(d) SCIENTIFIC ASSESSMENTS OF FRESH-
WATER HARMFUL ALGAL BLOOMS.—Section 603
(33 U.S.C. 4001) is amended—

(1) by striking subsection (f);

(2) by redesignating subsections (g), (h), (i),
and (j) as subsections (f), (g), (h), and (i), re-
spectively; and

(3) by amending subsection (g) to read as
follows:

‘(g) SCIENTIFIC ASSESSMENTS OF MARINE
AND FRESHWATER HARMFUL ALGAL BLOOMS.—
Not less than once every 5 years the Task
Force shall complete and submit to Congress
a scientific assessment of harmful algal
blooms in United States coastal waters and
freshwater systems. Each assessment shall
examine both marine and freshwater harmful
algal blooms, including those in the Great
Lakes and upper reaches of estuaries, those
in freshwater lakes and rivers, and those
that originate in freshwater lakes or rivers
and migrate to coastal waters.”’.

(e) NATIONAL HARMFUL ALGAL BLOOM AND
HYPOXIA PROGRAM.—

(1) PROGRAM DUTIES.—Section 603A(e) (33
U.S.C. 4002(e)) is amended—

(A) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘¢, includ-
ing to local and regional stakeholders
through the establishment and maintenance
of a publicly accessible Internet website that
provides information as to Program activi-
ties completed under this section’ after
‘“Program’’;

(B) in paragraph (3)—

(i) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘; and”’
and inserting a semicolon;

(ii) in subparagraph (C), by inserting ‘‘and”’
after the semicolon at the end; and

(iii) by adding at the end the following:

‘(D) to accelerate the utilization of effec-
tive methods of intervention and mitigation
to reduce the frequency, severity, and im-
pacts of harmful algal bloom and hypoxia
events;”’;

(C) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘and work
cooperatively with” and inserting ‘, and
work cooperatively to provide technical as-
sistance to,”’; and

(D) in paragraph (7)—

(i) by inserting ‘‘and extension’ after ‘‘ex-
isting education’’; and

(ii) by inserting ‘‘intervention,”
‘“‘awareness of the causes, impacts,’.

(2) NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC AD-
MINISTRATION ACTIVITIES.—Section 603A(f) (33
U.S.C. 4002(f)) is amended—

(A) in paragraph (3), by inserting ‘‘, which
shall include unmanned systems,”” after ‘‘in-
frastructure’’;

(B) in paragraph (5), by striking ‘‘and” at
the end;

(C) in paragraph (6)(C), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting a semicolon;
and

(D) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(7) use cost effective methods in carrying
out this Act; and
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‘(8) develop contingency plans for the
long-term monitoring of hypoxia.”.

(f) CONSULTATION REQUIRED.—Section 102 of
the Harmful Algal Bloom and Hypoxia
Amendments Act of 2004 (33 U.S.C. 4001a) is
amended by striking ‘‘the amendments made
by this title” and inserting ‘‘the Harmful
Algal Bloom and Hypoxia Research and Con-
trol Act of 1998”°.

(g) HYPOXIA OR HARMFUL ALGAL BLOOM OF
NATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE.—

(1) RELIEF.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Upon a determination
under paragraph (2) that there is an event of
national significance, the appropriate Fed-
eral official is authorized to make sums
available to the affected State or local gov-
ernment for the purposes of assessing and
mitigating the detrimental environmental,
economic, subsistence use, and public health
effects of the event of national significance.

(B) FEDERAL SHARE.—The Federal share of
the cost of any activity carried out under
this paragraph for the purposes described in
subparagraph (A) may not exceed 50 percent
of the cost of that activity.

©) DONATIONS.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, an appropriate Fed-
eral official may accept donations of funds,
services, facilities, materials, or equipment
that the appropriate Federal official con-
siders necessary for the purposes described in
subparagraph (A). Any funds donated to an
appropriate Federal official under this para-
graph may be expended without further ap-
propriation and without fiscal year limita-
tion.

(2) DETERMINATIONS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—At the discretion of an
appropriate Federal official, or at the re-
quest of the Governor of an affected State,
an appropriate Federal official shall deter-
mine whether a hypoxia or harmful algal
bloom event is an event of national signifi-
cance.

(B) CONSIDERATIONS.—In making a deter-
mination under subparagraph (A), the appro-
priate Federal official shall consider the tox-
icity of the harmful algal bloom, the sever-
ity of the hypoxia, its potential to spread,
the economic impact, the relative size in re-
lation to the past 5 occurrences of harmful
algal blooms or hypoxia events that occur on
a recurrent or annual basis, and the geo-
graphic scope, including the potential to af-
fect several municipalities, to affect more
than 1 State, or to cross an international
boundary.

(3) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

(A) APPROPRIATE FEDERAL OFFICIAL.—The
term ‘‘appropriate Federal official” means—

(i) in the case of a marine or coastal hy-
poxia or harmful algal bloom event, the
Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and
Atmosphere; and

(ii) in the case of a freshwater hypoxia or
harmful algal bloom event, the Adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection
Agency.

(B) EVENT OF NATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE.—The
term ‘‘event of national significance’ means
a hypoxia or harmful algal bloom event that
has had or will likely have a significant det-
rimental environmental, economic, subsist-
ence use, or public health impact on an af-
fected State.

(C) HYPOXIA OR HARMFUL ALGAL BLOOM
EVENT.—The term ‘‘hypoxia or harmful algal
bloom event” means the occurrence of hy-
poxia or a harmful algal bloom as a result of
a natural, anthropogenic, or undetermined
cause.

(h) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
Section 609(a) (33 U.S.C. 4009(a)) is amended
by inserting ¢, and $20,500,000 for each of fis-
cal years 2019 through 2023’ before the period
at the end.



December 20, 2018

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. SMITH) and the gentle-
woman from Oregon (Ms. BONAMICI)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to
include extraneous material on S. 2200,
the bill now under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, S. 2200 has broad bipar-
tisan support, and I urge all Members
to support this legislation.

This bill reauthorizes and enhances
priority NOAA programs, especially
the Weather Research and Forecasting
Innovation Act. The Weather Act,
signed into law by President Trump 2
years ago, already has made tremen-
dous advances in the accuracy and
timeliness of weather forecasting and
the rapid integration of the private
sector.

S. 2200 accelerates advances in model
development and data assimilation, in-
creases the use of innovative com-
puting technologies and leasing strate-
gies, promotes targeted research for
the next generation of weather sat-
ellites, and further engages the grow-
ing commercial weather industry
through reauthorization of the Com-
mercial Weather Data Pilot program.

I would like to thank Senate Com-
merce Chairman JOHN THUNE for his
leadership on this bill, which enables
NOAA to protect lives and property
and advance the economy of the United
States.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this measure, and I reserve the
balance of my time.

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S.
2200, the National Integrated Drought
Information System Reauthorization
Act of 2018.

The NIDIS program has grown tre-
mendously since its creation in 2006,
and this reauthorization will aid in
continuing its mission to provide a
drought early warning system by co-
ordinating and integrating drought re-
search through Kkey Federal, State,
local, and Tribal partnerships.

This bill also includes a reauthoriza-
tion of the Harmful Algal Bloom and
Hypoxia Research and Control Act,
which Senator NELSON and I introduced
this Congress with bipartisan support.

This bill provides valuable resources
to better understand, detect, assess,
monitor, and respond to both marine
and freshwater harmful algal blooms
and hypoxia events.

Updating this program and investing
in research on harmful algal blooms
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and hypoxia will help Oregonians and
people across the country who are fac-
ing the dangerous effects of exposure to
harmful algal blooms in drinking water
sources, oceans, and lakes.

Recently, we have seen harmful algal
blooms cut off access to clean drinking
water for residents of Salem, Oregon,
and they have stifled recreational ac-
tivities on the Willamette River.
Harmful algal blooms in the marine en-
vironment produce dangerous toxins
that make Oregon’s prized Dungeness
crabs toxic and deprive fishing commu-
nities of income.

As co-chair of both the House Oceans
Caucus and the House Estuary Caucus,
I am pleased to reauthorize the re-
search programs that help us better
predict and guard against harmful
algal blooms in marine and freshwater
systems.

Additionally, this bill contains provi-
sions to reauthorize funding for pro-
grams from the Weather Research and
Forecasting and Innovation Act of 2017,
which I fully support.

Other language in this bill regarding
NOAA’s Earth prediction innovation
center, computing resources, and our
next-generation satellite architecture,
though valuable, is completely new to
this body and is deserving of robust,
discussion which has been missing.

Though I am supportive of the
NIDIS, the algal blooms bill, and the
Weather Act programs that are reau-
thorized in this legislation, I would
like to note that we have not had a
hearing, a markup, or any substantive
discussion of these programs in the
House of Representatives this Con-
gress.

These critical issues do warrant such
discussion, given the number of Ameri-
cans affected by either drought or toxic
algal blooms and hypoxia events, and
all Americans benefit from NOAA pro-
grams that provide timely and accu-
rate forecasts.

I look forward to the Science, Space,
and Technology Committee providing a
forum to discuss these significant
issues next Congress.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, in
closing, I would just like to thank the
gentlewoman from Oregon (Ms.
BonaMIcI) for all of her good work on
the Science, Space, and Technology
Committee over several years’ time.

I also want to express my apprecia-
tion to her for being instrumental in
the number of bipartisan bills that the
Science, Space, and Technology Com-
mittee has brought to the House floor.
In fact, as of today, 33 of the 35
Science, Space, and Technology Com-
mittee bills that have passed the House
floor have been bipartisan bills.

Ms. BONAMICI has worked on any
number of those bills to help make sure
that they are bipartisan, and to the ex-
tent that those bills have been
changed, they have been improved be-
cause of her input. So I really want to
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thank her for her friendship over the
years and for her contributions on the
Science, Space, and Technology Com-
mittee over the years.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, I do thank Chairman
SMITH. I have been on the Science,
Space, and Technology Committee my
entire time in Congress, and I thank
him for his years of leadership and
service to the committee.

Even though Chairman SMITH and I
have not always agreed on every issue,
he has been always willing to listen
and to work with me and my col-
leagues on my side of the aisle on bills
like the Weather Research and Fore-
casting Innovation Act of 2017, which
we worked on for several years to-
gether and is now law.

So, again, I thank Chairman SMITH
for his years of service to the com-
mittee. I wish him well in the new
chapter of his life.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, let me thank the gen-
tlewoman from Oregon for those very
nice comments. They are much appre-
ciated.

I also want to take just a minute to
thank the ranking member of the full
committee, EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON,
my colleague and friend from Texas.
We also would not be here without her
effort over the many, many years and
her help in making sure that 33 of the
35 bills that the Science, Space, and
Technology Committee has passed on
the House floor were, in fact, bipar-
tisan.

I also want to congratulate her on
being the mnext chairman of the
Science, Space, and Technology Com-
mittee. I know she brings a lot of intel-
ligence and a lot of commitment and
will do great work on behalf of the
country as chairman of the Science,
Space, and Technology Committee.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today in support of S.
2200, the “National Integrated Drought Infor-
mation System Reauthorization Act of 2018”.
This bill also reauthorizes the “Harmful Algal
Bloom and Hypoxia Research and Control
Act,” as introduced by Senator NELSON and
my colleague on the Science Committee, Ms.
BoONAMICI. Both of these existing programs
have years of successful accomplishments,
and their reauthorization ensures that NOAA
will be able to continue supporting commu-
nities that are dealing with the impacts of
drought and toxic freshwater and marine
harmful algal blooms and hypoxia events.

The Weather Research and Forecasting and
Innovation Act that the House passed in a bi-
partisan fashion last year was a great accom-
plishment for the Science Committee, and |
am happy to see the existing weather labora-
tories, cooperative institutes, joint technology
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transfer initiative and research programs within
NOAA’s Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric
Research will be reauthorized with this bill.

As Congresswoman BONAMICI mentioned
earlier, this bill reauthorizes critical programs
at NOAA that benefit countless Americans,
which | fully support.

However, | am disappointed in the process
used to bring NIDIS, HABHRCA, and the
Weather Act to the floor today for reauthoriza-
tion. The brand-new language in this bill re-
lated to NOAA’s Earth Prediction Innovation
Center, computing resources, and our next-
generation satellite architecture has never
gone through the standard committee process
in either the House or the Senate. By not pro-
viding an opportunity for hearings, markups, or
any debate on these key pieces of legislation
we rob our colleagues of the opportunity to
advocate for their constituents, and do not do
justice to the importance of these provisions.
| hope we will do better to abide by regular
order next Congress, and it is my intention to
do that on the Science Committee.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. SMITH)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, S. 2200.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. AMASH. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———
[ 1300

PERMISSION TO REDUCE TIME
FOR ELECTRONIC VOTING DUR-
ING PROCEEDINGS TODAY

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that, during fur-
ther proceedings today in the House,
the Chair be authorized to reduce to 2
minutes the minimum time for elec-
tronic voting on any question that oth-
erwise could be subjected to 5-minute
voting under clause 8 or 9 of rule XX.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BosT). Is there objection to the request
of the gentleman from North Carolina?

There was no objection.

———
STOP, OBSERVE, ASK, AND RE-
SPOND TO HEALTH AND

WELLNESS ACT OF 2018

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and concur in the
Senate amendment to the bill (H.R.
767) to establish the Stop, Observe,
Ask, and Respond to Health and
Wellness Training pilot program to ad-
dress human trafficking in the health
care system.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the Senate amendment is
as follows:

Senate amendment:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Stop, Observe,
Ask, and Respond to Health and Wellness Act of
2018 or the ““SOAR to Health and Wellness Act
of 2018”.

SEC. 2. PROGRAM ESTABLISHMENT.

Part E of title XII of the Public Health Service
Act (42 U.S.C. 300d-51 et seq.) is amended by
adding at the end the following:

“SEC. 1254. STOP, OBSERVE, ASK, AND RESPOND
TO HEALTH AND WELLNESS TRAIN-
ING PROGRAM.

““(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall estab-
lish a program to be known as the Stop, Ob-
serve, Ask, and Respond to Health and Wellness
Training Program or the SOAR to Health and
Wellness Training Program (in this section re-
ferred to as the ‘Program’) to provide training to
health care and social service providers on
human trafficking in accordance with this sec-
tion.

“(b) ACTIVITIES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Program shall include
the Stop, Observe, Ask, and Respond to Health
and Wellness Training Program’s activities ex-
isting on the day before the date of enactment
of this section and the authorized initiatives de-
scribed in paragraph (2).

““(2) AUTHORIZED INITIATIVES.—The author-
ized initiatives of the Program shall include—

“(A) engaging stakeholders, including victims
of human trafficking and Federal, State, local,
and tribal partners, to develop a flexible train-
ing module—

‘(i) for supporting activities under subsection
(c); and

““(ii) that adapts to changing needs, settings,
health care providers, and social service pro-
viders;

“(B) providing technical assistance to grant-
ees related to implementing activities described
in subsection (c) and reporting on any best
practices identified by the grantees;

“(C) developing a reliable methodology for
collecting data, and reporting such data, on the
number of human trafficking victims identified
and served by grantees in a manner that, at a
minimum, prevents disclosure of individually
identifiable information consistent with all ap-
plicable privacy laws and regulations; and

“(D) integrating, as appropriate, the training
described in paragraphs (1) through (4) of sub-
section (c) with training programs, in effect on
the date of enactment of this section, for health
care and social service providers for victims of
intimate partner violence, sexual assault, stalk-
ing, child abuse, child neglect, child maltreat-
ment, and child sexual exploitation.

““(c) GRANTS.—The Secretary may award
grants to appropriate entities to train health
care and social service providers to—

‘(1) identify potential human trafficking vic-
tims;

““(2) implement best practices for working with
law enforcement to report and facilitate commu-
nication with human trafficking victims, in ac-
cordance with all applicable Federal, State,
local, and tribal laws, including legal confiden-
tiality requirements for patients and health care
and social service providers;

“(3) implement best practices for referring
such victims to appropriate health care, social,
or victims service agencies or organizations; and

“(4) provide such victims with coordinated,
age-appropriate, culturally relevant, trauma-in-
formed, patient-centered, and evidence-based
care.

““(d) CONSIDERATION IN AWARDING GRANTS.—
The Secretary, in making awards under this sec-
tion, shall give consideration to—

“(1) geography;

““(2) the demographics of the population to be
served;

“(3) the predominant types of human traf-
ficking cases involved; and

“(4) health care and social service provider
profiles.
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““(e) DATA COLLECTION AND REPORTING.—

““(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall collect
data and report on the following:

““(A) The total number of entities that received
a grant under this section.

‘““(B) The total number and geographic dis-
tribution of health care and social service pro-
viders trained through the Program.

““(2) INITIAL REPORT.—In addition to the data
required to be collected under paragraph (1), for
purposes of the initial report to be submitted
under paragraph (3), the Secretary shall collect
data on the total number of facilities and health
care professional organizations that were oper-
ating under, and the total number of health
care and social service providers trained
through, the Stop, Observe, Ask, and Respond
to Health and Wellness Training Program exist-
ing prior to the establishment of the Program
under this section.

‘““(3) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this section, and
annually thereafter, the Secretary shall submit
an annual report to Congress on the data col-
lected under this subsection in a manner that,
at a minimum, prevents the disclosure of indi-
vidually identifiable information consistent with
all applicable privacy laws and regulations.

“(f) SHARING BEST PRACTICES.—The Secretary
shall make available, on the Internet website of
the Department of Health and Human Services,
a description of the best practices and proce-
dures used by entities that receive a grant for
carrying out activities under this section.

‘““(g) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term
‘human trafficking’ has the meaning given the
term ‘severe forms of trafficking in persons’ as
defined in section 103 of the Trafficking Victims
Protection Act of 2000.

““(h) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authoriced to be appropriated to carry
out this Act, $4,000,000 for each of fiscal years
2020 through 2024.”".

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Kentucky (Mr. GUTHRIE) and the gen-
tleman from New Mexico (Mr. BEN RAY
LUJAN) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Kentucky.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material in the
RECORD on the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky?

There was no objection.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Mon-
tana (Mr. GIANFORTE), my good friend.

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, Montanans didn’t send
me here to shut down the government,
but they also didn’t send me here to let
their priorities die in a lameduck ses-
sion that is in every part lame. I stand
here still urging this body to take up a
public lands package and secure the
border.

A public lands package should in-
clude the permanent reauthorization of
the Land and Water Conservation
Fund. A public lands package should
include the Yellowstone Gateway Pro-
tection Act that permanently con-
serves public land in Paradise Valley.
A public lands package should include
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