H10340

South Florida is fortunate to have
Helen, and I am confident that Helen
Marie is looking down from Heaven and
could not be any more proud of you.

Thank you, amiga.

———

SAUDI WAR CRIMES IN YEMEN

(Mr. DOGGETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, millions
of American families will be enjoying
the bounty of our great Nation at this
very special time of the year without
realizing that their tax dollars are sub-
siding Saudi war crimes in Yemen.

It is estimated that every 10 minutes,
another Yemeni child dies from starva-
tion, disease, or bombs made in Amer-
ica. President Trump has basically del-
egated his policy in this region to the
Saudis, even after the murder and dis-
memberment of an American resident
directly linked to the crown prince.
That has not been enough to alter
American policy.

So today, once again, a number of us
are calling directly and respectfully on
Speaker PAUL RYAN to stop the block-
ade on behalf of President Trump and
allow this House to vote—vote now—on
what has already been approved by the
United States Senate on a strong bi-
partisan basis, a resolution to with-
draw U.S. support from the Saudi
forces in the murderous war in Yemen.

Let’s stop America’s role in the
worst humanitarian disaster in the
world today.

———

FAREWELL

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it
is not easy to summarize 32 years in
Congress, but I will try.

Politics comes from the Greek word
“polites,” meaning citizens, and they
are the source of our country’s
strength.

What I remember most, what was es-
pecially meaningful, what made me
feel fortunate were the colleagues I
served with, the people I worked with,
and the constituents we helped.

To my colleagues, thank you for your
public service. You didn’t have to leave
families behind or spend extra hours
every week in a car or on a plane, but
you did it with a genuine desire to ad-
vance America’s worthy interests.

To my staff members, past and
present, in the D.C. and Texas offices
and on the committees I chaired, thank
you for your dedication and for advis-
ing me on legislation and votes and for
assisting thousands of constituents.

To my constituents, thank you for
trusting me to represent you all these
good years. It has been a wonderful
honor.
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THE WALLS IN BAGHDAD HAVE
COME DOWN

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, The Wall Street Journal last
week reported that the ‘‘Baghdad Blast
Walls Come Down.” It explained that
“the Iraqi Government marked the
first anniversary of the Islamic State’s
defeat Monday by reopening parts of
Baghdad’s Green Zone.” Iraqi forces,
along with support from the U.S.-led
alliance, reclaimed the last of Islamic
State territory last December.

The article notes that ‘‘the changes
at the Green Zone reflect declining vio-
lence across Iraq that is particularly
tangible in Baghdad, and further states
that: “Over 1,000 streets in Baghdad
have been reopened during the past 2
years, with 70,000 segments of concrete
blast wall removed. The number of ci-
vilians killed across Iraq by terrorism,
violence, and armed conflict in Novem-
ber fell to its lowest level in 6 years,
according to the United Nations.”

As a grateful dad who has had two of
my four military sons serve in Iraq, I
am particularly happy for the Iraqi
people.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and may we never forget September
the 11th in the global war on terrorism.

———

WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA IN
PROSPECT PARK

(Ms. WILD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. WILD. Mr. Speaker, this past
weekend, volunteers across the country
honored fallen servicemembers on Na-
tional Wreaths Across America Day.
While the focal point of this national
day of remembrance is the laying of
wreaths at Arlington National Ceme-
tery, ceremonies also took place at
local cemeteries across the country.

I had the honor of participating in a
wreath-laying ceremony in Prospect
Park, Pennsylvania, a tiny borough no
more than a mile square, in Delaware
County. On a raw and rainy Saturday,
2 weeks before Christmas, nearly 50
community members turned out to lay
wreaths upon veterans’ graves at an
historic cemetery atop Prospect Hill.
Among those honored was George
Wood, a soldier who lost his life at Get-
tysburg on July 7, 1863.

As we stood in the drizzle, listening
to “Taps,” I thought about the many
ways in which people served their com-
munities. Obviously, those who serve
in our Armed Forces commit to pro-
viding the ultimate service. But on
that hilltop last weekend, there were
so many others willing to spend the
time to step up with their neighbors,
honor the sacrifice of others, and bring
a community together.

I want to recognize Joyce Foresman-
Capuzzi, the nurse who learned about
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the Wreaths Across America program
and brought her neighbors together to
have it in Prospect Park. I want to rec-
ognize Reverend Chris Hensley Terrell,
the pastor of Prospect Hill Baptist
Church, which hosted the event.

But the event wouldn’t have been the
success that it was without the partici-
pation of other volunteers, the mem-
bers of the Prospect Park Borough
Council, the Prospect Park Volunteer
Fire Department, and local veterans
and their families. There was also
great support from the local elemen-
tary school principal and students at
Prospect Park Elementary, many of
whom helped lay wreaths.

I want to thank all these community
members for allowing me to partici-
pate in their ceremony, and I thank
them for their service.

———

SYRIA

(Mr. HILL asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, today, I rise
on the House floor to object to Presi-
dent Trump’s decision to withdraw all
U.S. troops from Syria.

I encourage the President to remem-
ber the poor decision of the Obama ad-
ministration in 2011, when the United
States announced its withdrawal from
a ‘‘stable Iraq.” ISIS is not defeated
and may have as many as 30,000 fight-
ers remaining in Syria. Atrocities
being committed by the brutal dic-
tator, Assad, and his henchmen, includ-
ing Russia and Iran, will now continue
with impunity. This opens the door for
Iran to consolidate gains.

I am especially concerned with the
tragic consequences this will have
months and years down the road. The
United States policy in Syria must en-
sure the lasting defeat of ISIS, roll
back Iranian influence, and achieve a
political solution to the crisis.

I echo the late John McCain and his
message from 2011, as it applies today.
This decision is a ‘‘sad case of political
expediency supplanting military neces-
sity.”

————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF SENATE AMENDMENT TO H.R.
88, SHILOH NATIONAL MILITARY
PARK BOUNDARY ADJUSTMENT
AND PARKER’S CROSSROADS
BATTLEFIELD DESIGNATION
ACT; PROVIDING FOR  PRO-
CEEDINGS DURING THE PERIOD
FROM DECEMBER 24, 2018,
THROUGH JANUARY 3, 2019

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 1180 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1180

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to take from the
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Speaker’s table the bill (H.R. 88) to modify
the boundary of the Shiloh National Military
Park located in Tennessee and Mississippi,
to establish Parker’s Crossroads Battlefield
as an affiliated area of the National Park
System, and for other purposes, with the
Senate amendment thereto, and to consider
in the House, without intervention of any
point of order, a motion offered by the chair
of the Committee on Ways and Means or his
designee that the House concur in the Senate
amendment with an amendment consisting
of the text of Rules Committee Print 115-87.
The Senate amendment and the motion shall
be considered as read. The motion shall be
debatable for one hour equally divided and
controlled by the chair and ranking minority
member of the Committee on Ways and
Means. The previous question shall be con-
sidered as ordered on the motion to its adop-
tion without intervening motion.

SEC. 2. On any legislative day of the second
session of the One Hundred Fifteenth Con-
gress after December 23, 2018—

(a) the Journal of the proceedings of the
previous day shall be considered as approved;
and

(b) the Chair may at any time declare the
House adjourned to meet at a date and time,
within the limits of clause 4, section 5, arti-
cle I of the Constitution, to be announced by
the Chair in declaring the adjournment.

SEC. 3. The Speaker may appoint Members
to perform the duties of the Chair for the du-
ration of the period addressed by section 2 of
this resolution as though under clause 8(a) of
rule 1.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
YODER). The gentleman from Texas is
recognized for 1 hour.
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Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, for the
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentlewoman
from California (Mrs. TORRES), pending
which I yield myself such time as I
may consume. During consideration of
this resolution, all time yielded is for
the purpose of debate only.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, thank
you and Merry Christmas. It is also
Merry Christmastime to the American
people, Mr. Speaker, as Congress moves
to its final resolution for this term.

Mr. Speaker, we can’t forget that
there is important work that is still to
be done. The American people sent us
here to do work and expect us to do
that.

Today I lay before the House the
Rules Committee Print 115-87, the text
of the House amendment to the Senate
amendment to H.R. 88. Now, that may
sound pretty pro forma, just like a nor-
mal bill, but, Mr. Speaker, what is in
here is not a normal bill.

In fact, it is a compilation of things
which we do every year that are called
tax extenders because we have been un-
able, necessarily, to agree on them for
a longer term. So, one year to the next
year to the next year, we gather to-
gether before we leave, and we nor-
mally come to an agreement. We have
done this virtually every year I have
been in Congress.

We say on a bipartisan basis and a bi-
cameral basis: Let’s make sure that we
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take care of the things that have not
been taken care of on a longer basis
now.

What might that mean, Mr. Speaker?
Well, that means that we, as a body,
need to be responsible and understand
that during the year there have been a
number of circumstances also that con-
tributed to people needing tax help.
Some of them are fires. Some of them
are earthquakes.

Some of them are the changing of the
circumstances back home where we are
trying to make sure that the Tax Code
is updated in this tax year now so that
if someone—for instance, if they are in
a California wildfire—loses everything
they have got, they know that Con-
gress has passed laws that help them as
they move forward to rebuild their
home, to make decisions about their
future.

It could be, Mr. Speaker, that a lot of
work that the gentlewoman from Kan-
sas, who is a member of the Ways and
Means Committee, one of your col-
leagues on that committee, had done to
make sure that any whistleblower who
saw something that was going wrong at
work for tax-related matters is pro-
tected.

These are important issues. But they
are also important because there are
broader activities, and they deal with
taxation that was put into the Afford-
able Care Act. It is called ObamaCare,
but it is the Affordable Care Act from
years back.

What this Republican Congress has
done is shielded, protected the Amer-
ican people from many of the dev-
astating effects, notwithstanding that
this Congress and the President, Presi-
dent Trump, signed the law that takes
away the individual mandate—not the
business mandate but the individual
mandate.

But, Mr. Speaker, there are still
three hugely onerous provisions that
still lag on from that piece of legisla-
tion. Embedded in that is something
called the medical device tax. The med-
ical device tax is a tax on the newest
technology—not, Mr. Speaker, on the
sale of that to where, okay, Uncle Sam
wants a little bit more of that, but the
onerous part is it is on the manufac-
ture.

And when you put a tax on the manu-
facturing piece, that means that that
product is not produced in an effective,
efficient way. That means that they
are produced one at a time because,
upon that manufacture, the tax has to
be paid, not upon the sale.

It is something we fought on, I
thought on a bipartisan basis, but it
seems like today it is simply partisan,
simply only Republicans, really, when
it comes down to it, who are for doing
away with the medical device tax.

There is something called the Cad-
illac tax. That is the Democratic Par-
ty’s and President Obama’s idea of you
really shouldn’t have better healthcare
than somebody else, and if you do, we
are going to tax that asset. It is at the
heart of the Affordable Care Act.
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This Cadillac tax has been, every sin-
gle year, deferred, stopped, agreed to.
We are not going to apply that Cadillac
tax, because it is on people, many of
them who work for unions, people who
have earned the right to have the
healthcare that they have but the
Democratic Party wants to tax it.

Lastly, the healthcare tax. And that
is a tax on every single person that has
a healthcare policy. It is about $70.
That means that every single Amer-
ican is going to pay an extra tax be-
cause they have healthcare.

These are things that the Republican
Party had worked on, and we thought
we were, on a bipartisan basis, going to
take care of these issues. We find out,
really, today, that is not true.

But I think we found out around elec-
tion time the real effort for the Demo-
cratic Party. It is called H.R. 676, Medi-
care for All. Mr. Speaker, to those of us
who have looked at the bill, section 102
lays out every single piece part of
healthcare that you could think of,
from an audiologist, to a dentist, to a
person who may provide massage ther-
apy.

Section 104 in that bill outlaws all
private health insurance in America if
a piece part that was in section 102 is
provided or paid for by a health in-
surer. It outlaws all private insurance.
What does that also mean? That means
employer-provided insurance under
H.R. 676, section 104.

So, Mr. Speaker, sometimes you have
got to read to the end of the book or
watch the end of the movie to see ex-
actly what the plot and the theme is.

Mr. Speaker, we have, for the last 8
years, been going down a pathway of
thinking that what we were doing was
really bipartisan, that our colleagues
on the Democratic Party were really
opposed to the Cadillac tax because
they consented and agreed to it, voted
for it, that the medical device tax was
something that they understood would
cause great harm and increase prices
and deny people to get the best tech-
nology.

We thought they were going along
with this. We thought they understood
how important it was not to tax med-
ical devices, the latest technology that
saves lives. And we thought that they
understood that the healthcare tax of
$70 on every single health insurance
plan in this country was probably a bad
idea after we already had the Afford-
able Care Act signed into law.

I find out now I was wrong. I was
wrong, and I think the American peo-
ple were fooled. The medical device
tax, the Cadillac tax, and the
healthcare tax are in this package,
along with the ability to help the peo-
ple in California and on the West Coast
and other people who were a part of
natural disasters, people who are seek-
ing help where they are finding an em-
ployer doing something wrong, to give
them that needed opportunity to pro-
tect themselves, a safe harbor.

So much is being done in here at the
end of the year, but that is not the
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story that was told at the Rules Com-
mittee. The story that was told is: Oh,
this is just about the top 1 percent.
This is just about a special deal.

Mr. Speaker, that is a long way from,
not just the facts of the case, but the
truth. So I am here, as chairman of the
Rules Committee, bringing to the floor
an opportunity to, once again, do as we
have done in the past to say the
healthcare tax, the medical device tax,
the Cadillac tax—we are asking my
colleagues to join with us.

It is a very genuine offer. It is an
offer that has been extended and ac-
cepted for the past few years, since the
Affordable Care Act passed. It is the
right thing to do.

So I will ask each of the Members of
this body to pay attention, to see what
is in there, help the people who have
been a part of natural disasters this
year. Let’s get this package done. It is
the right thing to do.

And I can sincerely look at you, Mr.
Speaker, and say thank you. Thank
you for your years of service, but
thank you for making sure that we
were faithful to the end. Even though
it is starting to look a lot like Christ-
mas, we still have to do our work.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mrs. TORRES. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume,
and I thank the gentleman from Texas
for yielding me the customary 30 min-
utes.

Mr. Speaker, this rule represents
many of the failures of the 115th Con-
gress. To put it succinctly, the legisla-
tion before us is a bill which has abso-
lutely no chance of passing into law
and a bill that will add billions—Dbil-
lions—of dollars to our national debt.

I guess this is a Merry Christmas to
those who hold our national debt, but
this is not what our constituents sent
us to do here. They sent us here to
work together and find compromise in
order to make our communities, their
lives, better.

This rule makes in order the Senate
amendment to H.R. 88, Shiloh National
Military Park Boundary Adjustment
and Parker’s Crossroads Battlefield
Designation Act.

But it is more accurate to say this is
the GOP’s second tax scam. Instead of
taking this opportunity to use our re-
maining time here to actually accom-
plish something, our vote today on this
rule will prove to be meaningless. The
Senate is leaving town and has left us
just a few items that we can accom-
plish, and this isn’t one of them.

However, one item that is ready for
passage is Savanna’s Act.

Mr. Speaker, Native American
women face a murder rate 10 times
higher than the national average, with
84 percent experiencing some form of
violence in their lifetime.

The Violence Against Women Reau-
thorization Act of 2013 and the Tribal
Law and Order Act have helped bring
attention to the high rates of violence
against Native women. However, there
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is still no reliable way of knowing how
many Native women go missing each
yvear because the databases that hold
statistics of these cases are extremely
outdated and in need of reform.

Congress hasn’t paid attention to the
lives of Native American women. That
is why I joined Senator HEITKAMP in in-
troducing Savanna’s Act earlier this
year, named after Savanna Greywind, a
pregnant, 22-year-old North Dakota
woman and member of the Spirit Lake
Nation, who was murdered in 2017.

Savanna’s Act would require the De-
partment of Justice to finally keep a
nationwide database of missing and
murdered Native women.

This is common sense. It passed the
Senate unanimously last month.
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One Member—one Member of this
body—has decided to prevent us from
passing Savanna’s Act, and the rest
have capitulated, one Member standing
in the way of finally doing the right
thing for Native women, American
women, women who are victims of
crime. Shameful, and shame on this
body for allowing this and not taking
this last week of the 115th Congress to
finally bring about some justice to
these cases.

Now, one thing that this body, the
115th Congress, has been really good for
in the face of tragedy has been mo-
ments of silence, and that is why,
today, I want to take some time that
we have left to have a moment of si-
lence. Mr. Speaker, I would like my
colleagues to join me in a moment of
silence for Savanna.

Mr. Speaker, instead of taking action
on Savanna’s Act, we are asked to vote
on this rule to pass a tax bill which has
been crafted in secret and has no
chance of becoming law, when we could
be doing something for justice, for
truth, for victims of crime.

This is the 1156th Congress. Good rid-
dance.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have b legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, the argument that we
are involved in today is whether we are
going to, as this body, on a bipartisan,
bicameral basis, understand that it is
about hundreds of billions of dollars. It
is about hundreds of billions of dollars
that the American people have been
spared from.

Mr. Speaker, we are not undertaxed.
We spend too much money. But that is
not what this is about. What this is
about is control. This is about the con-
trol that some in this body want over
people’s lives.
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This is not about whether we are
going to arbitrarily cause the Federal
Government to be in trouble over a
Cadillac tax, a medical device tax, a
healthcare tax and blame that on
greedy people back home who, by vir-
tue of them wanting to have healthcare
and robust healthcare and better
healthcare but somebody in Wash-
ington does not want them to have it
and blames them on being greedy for
what might be billions of dollars when
you add up everybody across the coun-
try; this is about control. This is about
controlling people’s lives.

And, Mr. Speaker, I will once again
say it. I had thought, during these
years, we came to an agreement that
the Cadillac tax, the medical device
tax, the healthcare tax, things that
happened during the year, whether
they be tornadoes, whether they be
wildfires, whether they be other cir-
cumstances, would still be able to be
reached on a bipartisan, bicameral
basis.

After all, President Obama signed
these into law.

After all, the American people under-
stood that their gift for being gracious
and working and doing the right thing
shouldn’t be an onerous tax.

After all, many people who live, as an
example, in Minnesota could look up
and see where their two Democratic
Senators fought hard to make sure this
medical device tax that was the
lynchpin for tens of thousands of jobs
in medical innovation, that we could
get together and work together.

Now we find out, no, that is wrong.
That is wrong. What we want is we
want that $180 billion. We want that.
You can’t have that, and we are going
to tax you because we can, because we
can control your life and the outcome
of your healthcare; because, actually,
those who have great healthcare, yours
is greedy, so we are going to tax it.

So, Mr. Speaker, that is why the Re-
publican Party in the House of Rep-
resentatives is here today, as stalwarts
of not just the middle class of this
country but stalwarts of people who
understand people get up and go to
work—yes, the union worker, too.

That union worker will find out, loud
and clear, the party that was for taxing
their healthcare, their working
healthcare.

The people in these States, where
medical devices are robust and made
America at the top of the world, they
will understand.

And the people, who are average fam-
ilies like those in Dallas, Texas, which
I proudly represent, they will under-
stand somebody was for taxing them
further and somebody tried to continue
what we have done now for years and
not tax them on their healthcare.

So it is about control, and I am sure
we will find out, as the new year comes
around, about H.R. 676, Medicare for
All, that will outlaw all employer-pro-
vided private healthcare in this coun-
try. That is what the bill says. It is
very plain. Section 104 gets right to it.
That is what this is about.
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Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mrs. TORRES. Mr. Speaker, does the
gentleman from Texas have any more
speakers?

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr.
not.

Mrs. TORRES. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, it is just about time to
finish up here and return home for the
holidays, time to see our loved ones
and give them a hug. But for Savanna’s
family and the countless other Native
American families destroyed because of
this violence, there will be no return
home for them, and we will have failed
these families by not passing Savan-
na’s Act today.

Instead, we are here because of a
wall—not the wall that you are assum-
ing, not talking about our southern
wall. I am talking about the wall of
debt, a massive wall of debt that this
Republican Congress has built, tril-
lions—trillions—of dollars of debt tow-
ering over our children and grand-
children’s future. This rule will build it
even higher. That is why I urge my col-
leagues to oppose the previous question
and the rule.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, 1 yield
myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the distin-
guished gentlewoman from California,
not only her comments and her ideas—
I know they are well represented by
the Democratic Party.

I would say to her that the people
who vote against this bill will turn
their back on the people who had the
wildfires in California, the tornadoes in
Georgia, the opportunities to help pro-
vide proper instructive help on their
taxes this year as they enter next year.
After all, it did happen this year.

But perhaps, more than that, Mr.
Speaker, we recognize now more about
shifting the blame for 8 years and $9
trillion worth of spending. They called
it investment.

This Republican Congress, 1 year ago,
almost to the day, passed a tax bill
that has created the greatest economy
in the history of this country. More
revenue is coming in today than has
ever come in in the history of the coun-
try. More people are working today be-
cause of that tax bill done 1 year ago.
More people, more African Americans,
more women, more families have an
opportunity to enjoy the benefits of a
job and the creation therein that they
come home at night a little bit more
satisfied, and their children, in the
next generation, see work as a positive
attribute, and communities are turning
the corner.

Mr. Speaker, gas is $1.82 in Dallas,
Texas. What a far cry from when it was
almost $5 at the same time in Presi-
dent Obama’s administration when the
Democrats were running the place: the
House, the Senate, and the Presidency.
Oh, Mr. Speaker, we have not forgotten
what a difference it makes, but the fin-
ger-pointing still continues.

Speaker, I do
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Mr. Speaker, let the RECORD reflect,
itself, that we have more revenue than
ever coming in, more people working
than ever, more opportunity for people,
and part of that success has been be-
cause Republicans chose not to have a
healthcare tax, a medical device tax, a
Cadillac tax, choose not to make in
order H.R. 676, Medicare for All, that
would outlaw all employer-provided
healthcare in this country.

Mr. Speaker, the differences between
our ideas really find themselves at the
center point of what we do today.

Last night in the Rules Committee,
the distinguished gentleman from
Lewisville, Texas, Dr. MICHAEL BUR-
GESS, a retired physician who has deliv-
ered more than 3,000 babies, said that
he had sat through, for years, these ar-
guments at the Energy and Commerce
Committee, and he lamented how the
story really is not told about some 3
million people who now have jobs in
this country, that a number of them
that is undefined also got employer-
provided healthcare; and that while
there may be 1 million out of that 3
million who went to a larger company,
it is their families that benefited be-
cause there was maybe a spouse behind
that and a child or two who had pre-
viously been without employer-pro-
vided healthcare.

Now we are going to find out that
Grinch showed up at Christmas, this
rush to get out the door where we
failed to secure the door, where we
were so eager to get home rather than
do our work.

Mr. Speaker, I can’t imagine that
somebody would just want to say, ‘It
is okay; it is Christmastime; let’s get
home,” and then stick coal in each of
the stockings of the American people
who have healthcare, stick coal in the
stockings of the medical device em-
ployees and employers, stick coal into
the stockings of the medical commu-
nity for doctors who had been pro-
viding these leading-edge ideas in med-
ical devices, stick coal in the stockings
of the workers of America who might
have great healthcare only to find out
that somebody who had voted for it for
years turned their back. So that is why
we are here.

Mr. Speaker, here is the bill right
here, pretty easy to do. We have seen it
a number of times. Nobody complained
they didn’t have time to read the bill.
They actually know what is in it this
time.
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They actually know what they would
not be supporting. They are going to
put their vote and be on the line, and
we are going to find out where people
really are.

So, Mr. Speaker, that is the debate,
whether we are going to step up and do
our job; whether we are willing to com-
plete the task; whether we are willing
to be consistent for the things that we
have stood for; or whether we are will-
ing to make excuses about, well, it is
just Christmastime, and we have got to
get home.
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Mr. Speaker, I want to say that my
party believes that we should not have
a white flag in our backpack, that we
should not yield and just say, well, the
timing was difficult. We should stand
on our two feet, not beg on our knees.

We should move forward and do our
job for the American people, and that
is what I am proud to say my party and
myself and the Rules Committee stand
for. We are men and women who can
stay to get the job done, not want to
get home and not have performed our
duties.

So that is the story. That is the story
that we are going to tell. So I urge my
colleagues to support this rule.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time, and I move the previous
question on the resolution.

The previous question was ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the resolution.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

———

WAIVING A REQUIREMENT OF
CLAUSE 6(A) OF RULE XIII WITH
RESPECT TO CONSIDERATION OF
CERTAIN RESOLUTIONS RE-
PORTED FROM THE COMMITTEE
ON RULES, AND PROVIDING FOR
CONSIDERATION OF MOTIONS TO
SUSPEND THE RULES

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, by direction
of the Committee on Rules, I call up
House Resolution 1181 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. REs. 1181

Resolved, That the requirement of clause
6(a) of rule XIII for a two-thirds vote to con-
sider a report from the Committee on Rules
on the same day it is presented to the House
is waived with respect to any resolution re-
ported through the legislative day of Decem-
ber 24, 2018.

SEC. 2. It shall be in order at any time
through the calendar day of December 23,
2018, for the Speaker to entertain motions
that the House suspend the rules as though
under clause 1 of rule XV. The Speaker or his
designee shall consult with the Minority
Leader or her designee on the designation of
any matter for consideration pursuant to
this section.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Oklahoma is recognized
for 1 hour.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, for the pur-
pose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman
from Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN),
my good friend, pending which I yield
myself such time as I may consume.
During consideration of this resolu-
tion, all time yielded is for the purpose
of debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members have 5
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