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For God so loved the world that He gave 

His only begotten Son, that whosoever be-
lieves in Him should not perish but have ev-
erlasting life. For God did not send His Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but 
that the world through Him might be saved. 
He who believes in Him is not condemned; 
but he who does not believe is condemned al-
ready, because he has not believed in the 
name of the only begotten Son of God. And 
this is the condemnation, that the light has 
come into the world, and men loved darkness 
rather than light, because their deeds were 
evil. For everyone practicing evil hates the 
light and does not come to the light, lest his 
deeds shall be exposed. But he who does the 
truth comes to the light, that his deeds may 
be clearly seen, that they have been done in 
God. 

Christ makes a direct appeal to us 
when He says: ‘‘Come to Me, all you 
who labor and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest.’’ 

We come by making a simple, vol-
untary confession. Paul tells us in Ro-
mans 10:9: 

If you confess with your mouth the Lord 
Jesus and believe in your heart that God has 
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 

Harry Truman was correct when he 
said that in the love of God and the 
love of man will be found the solution 
to all the ills that afflict the world 
today. As much as we may wish to 
make our Nation strong, it will never 
happen without observing the truth in 
Proverbs 14:36: 

Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a 
reproach to any people. 

In a world of strife, we could use 
some peace and encouragement. Christ 
said: 

These things have I spoken to you, that in 
Me you may have peace. In the world you 
will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I 
have overcome the world. 

In a world of hatred and suffering, we 
could use some love. 

Jesus said: ‘‘This is My command-
ment, that you love one another as I 
have loved you.’’ 

In a world that tells us there is no 
hope, we can find it in Christ’s commit-
ment to us. Romans 5:3 through 6: 

Tribulation produces perseverance; and 
perseverance, character; and character, hope. 
Now hope does not disappoint us, because the 
love of God has been poured out in our hearts 
by the Holy Spirit who was given to us. For 
when we were still without strength, in due 
time, Christ died for the ungodly. 

It started 2,000 years ago in Beth-
lehem. 

Luke 2:11: ‘‘For there is born to you 
this day in the city of David a Saviour, 
who is Christ the Lord.’’ 

As I close my service in Congress in 
what may perhaps be the last time I 
am privileged to speak in this august 
Chamber, I am grateful for the privi-
lege to have done so and to the Oklaho-
mans who made that possible. As I 
bring to a close more than three-and- 
one-half decades of military and public 
service to our Nation, I do it with a 
simple prayer that you may find the 
true meaning of Christmas: of hope, of 
salvation, and of celebration. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

IN HONOR OF DR. JAMES 
BILLINGTON, LIBRARIAN OF 
CONGRESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

KUSTOFF of Tennessee). Under the 
Speaker’s announced policy of January 
3, 2017, the Chair recognizes the gen-
tleman from Nebraska (Mr. FORTEN-
BERRY) for 30 minutes. 

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Mr. Speaker, 
when I learned of the death of my very 
close friend, Dr. James Billington, the 
13th Librarian of Congress, it hit me 
pretty hard. That was about 3 weeks 
ago. Dr. Billington’s passion for the in-
stitution that he led for 28 years, his 
scholarly nature, and his gentlemanly 
demeanor were a tremendous inspira-
tion to me and to so many Members of 
this body. I so admired him. 

First, I want to extend my heartfelt 
condolences to Marjorie and the entire 
family. May God grant him peace. 

During his 28 years at the Library of 
Congress, from 1987 to 2015, Dr. James 
Billington led the institution in a re-
markable period of accomplishment. 
He once referred to the Library of Con-
gress—I like to call it America’s Li-
brary—as the largest, most wide-rang-
ing collection of world-recorded knowl-
edge ever assembled on our planet. He 
strove mightily to preserve the Na-
tion’s cultural patrimony and open the 
Library’s collections to the American 
people and to people around the world. 

Dr. Billington doubled the size of the 
Library’s holdings to more than 160 
million items, including books, manu-
scripts, newspapers, maps, music and 
film recordings, and prints and photo-
graphs. 

Simultaneously, he also created a 
massive online library, digitizing ma-
terials so that the historic and cultural 
resources of the Library—being his-
toric and cultural resources of the 
world, I might add—which were once 
only available to persons visiting the 
Library now would be instantaneously 
accessible to anyone anywhere in the 
world. 

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Billington also 
looked to the future, but he never lost 
sight of our connectedness and the 
treasures of the past. During his ten-
ure, he acquired the only copy of the 
1507 Waldseemuller world map, which is 
known as America’s birth certificate. 
He reconstructed Thomas Jefferson’s 
original library for permanent display, 
and he obtained the papers of hundreds 
of great Americans ranging from jurist 
Thurgood Marshall to the songwriter 
Irving Berlin. 

Mr. Speaker, I can’t emphasize 
enough that he was a remarkable 
man—a Russian scholar with a bril-
liant mind. He accompanied 10 congres-
sional delegations to Russia and the 
former Soviet Union. In 1988, he was in-
vited to join President Reagan in trav-
eling to the Soviet Summit in Moscow. 

Mr. Speaker, I am a member of the 
House Appropriations Committee’s 
Legislative Branch Subcommittee, and 
now I am its chairman. I got to know 
Dr. Billington from his regular appear-

ances before the Appropriations Com-
mittee to talk about the budget. 

I often enjoyed the many events he 
held at the Library, the dialogues, the 
displays, and the exhibits he organized 
to engage Members of Congress in their 
Library. 

Dr. Billington went out of his way to 
accommodate our needs. He once gra-
ciously hosted a small British delega-
tion on my behalf that included a 
member of the royal family and a 
member of the House of Lords, both 
with an interest in Charles Carroll, one 
of the original signers of the Declara-
tion of Independence. Despite the gov-
ernment shutdown at that moment a 
little while back, which forced us to 
move the forum into this building, the 
Capitol, Dr. Billington ensured that 
the Library’s prized displays were in 
place and were on time, and that he 
was present to deliver welcoming re-
marks. 

With his retirement, leaving the 
great institution he served faithfully 
for nearly three decades, Dr. Billington 
left an indelible imprint, having cre-
ated programs and services that con-
tinue to benefit Congress and the 
American public. 

In fact, Mr. Speaker, before he re-
tired, in a conversation with his wife, 
Marjorie—and I knew his retirement 
was imminent—I told him: Dr. 
Billington, now it is time to write two 
books, the book that you want to write 
that is in your mind, and the book for 
the rest of us to read to make acces-
sible your life story and your brilliant 
insights. 

Long live his memory. 
Again, Mr. Speaker, let me say, may 

God comfort Dr. Billington’s wife, Mar-
jorie, their four children, and their 12 
grandchildren in their moment of grief. 

I extend to them, as well as the en-
tire Library of Congress community, 
my heartfelt condolences. 

Jim Billington, well done, my friend. 
Well done, good and faithful public 
servant. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House, 
reported and found truly enrolled bills 
of the House of the following titles, 
which were thereupon signed by the 
Speaker: 

H.R. 3342. An act to impose sanctions with 
respect to foreign persons that are respon-
sible for using civilians as human shields, 
and for other purposes. 

H.R. 4111. An act to amend the Small Busi-
ness Investment Act of 1958 to improve the 
number of small business investment compa-
nies in underlicensed States, and for other 
purposes. 

H.R. 4407. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 3s101 Rockwell Street in Warrenville, Illi-
nois, as the ‘‘Corporal Jeffrey Allen Williams 
Post Office Building.’’ 
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SENATE ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

The Speaker announced his signature 
to an enrolled bill of the Senate of the 
following title: 

S. 245. An act to amend the Indian Tribal 
Energy Development and Self Determination 
Act of 2005, and for other purposes. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Mr. Speaker, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 6 o’clock and 12 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Thursday, December 13, 2018, at 10:30 
a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

7139. A letter from the Team Lead/RD In-
novation Center, Rural Development, De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting the 
Department’s direct final rule — Rural De-
velopment Environmental Regulation for 
Rural Infrastructure Projects (RIN: 0572- 
AC44) received December 6, 2018, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture. 

7140. A letter from the Team Lead/RD In-
novation Center, Rural Development — 
Rural Utilities Service, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — ‘‘Buy American’’ Requirement (RIN: 
0572-AC42) received December 6, 2018, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Agriculture. 

7141. A letter from the Acting Principal 
Deputy, Defense Pricing and Contracting, 
Department of Defense, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Defense Federal Ac-
quisition Regulation Supplement: Modifica-
tion of DFARS Clause ‘‘Surge Option’’ 
(DFARS Case 2018-D025) [Docket No.: DARS- 
2018-D036] (RIN: 0750-AJ87) received Decem-
ber 3, 2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to 
the Committee on Armed Services. 

7142. A letter from the Acting Principal 
Deputy, Defense Pricing and Contracting, 
Department of Defense, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Defense Federal Ac-
quisition Regulation Supplement: Docu-
mentation for Interagency Contracts 
(DFARS Case 2018-D073) [Docket DARS-2018- 
0054] (RIN: 0750-AK27) received December 3, 
2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

7143. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Com-
petition and Infrastructure Policy Division, 
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau, Fed-
eral Communications Commission, transmit-
ting the Commission’s final rule — Revisions 
to Reporting Requirements Governing Hear-
ing Aid-Compatible Mobile Handsets [WT 
Docket No.: 17-228] received December 3, 2018, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

7144. A letter from the General Counsel, 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, 
transmitting the Commission’s final rule — 
Geomagnetic Disturbance Reliability Stand-
ard; Reliability Standard for Transmission 
System Planned Performance for Geo-
magnetic Disturbance Events [Docket Nos.: 

RM18-8-000 and RM15-11-003; Order No.: 851] 
received December 4, 2018, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

7145. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Agriculture, transmitting the De-
partment’s Semiannual Report to Congress, 
of the Office of Inspector General, covering 
the 6-month period that ended on September 
30, 2018, pursuant to Public Law 95-452, of the 
Inspector General Act of 1978; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form. 

7146. A letter from the Deputy Secretary, 
Department of Defense, transmitting the Ad-
ministration’s Semiannual Report to Con-
gress, of the Office of Inspector General, cov-
ering the period from April 1 through Sep-
tember 30, 2018, pursuant to Public Law 95- 
452, of the Inspector General Act of 1978; to 
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform. 

7147. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, transmitting the 
Department’s Semiannual Report to Con-
gress, of the Office of Inspector General, cov-
ering the period from April 1 through Sep-
tember 30, 2018, pursuant to Public Law 95- 
452, of the Inspector General Act of 1978; to 
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform. 

7148. A letter from the Administrator, U.S. 
Small Business Administration, transmit-
ting the Administration’s Semiannual Re-
port to Congress, of the Office of Inspector 
General, covering the period from April 1, 
2018, through September 30, 2018, pursuant to 
Public Law 95-452, of the Inspector General 
Act of 1978; to the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

7149. A letter from the Chief Financial Offi-
cer and Associate Administrator for Per-
formance Management, U.S. Small Business 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s Agency Financial Report for FY 
2018, pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 3515(a)(1); Public 
Law 101-576, Sec. 303(a)(1) (as amended by 
Public Law 107-289, Sec. 2(a)); (116 Stat. 2049); 
to the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform. 

7150. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue 
Service, transmitting the Service’s IRB only 
rule — 2018 National Pool (Rev. Proc. 2018-55) 
received December 3, 2018, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

7151. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue 
Service, transmitting the Service’s IRB only 
rule — Safe Harbor for Certain Infrastruc-
ture Trades or Businesses under Section 
163(j) (Rev. Proc. 2018-59) received December 
3, 2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Pub-
lic Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

7152. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue 
Service, transmitting the Service’s notice — 
Publications of the Tier 2 Tax Rates received 
December 3, 2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

7153. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue 
Service, transmitting the Service’s IRB only 
rule — Interim Guidance and Request for 
Comments on Income Tax Withholding from 
Wages and from Retirement and Annuity 
Distributions [Notice 2018-92] received De-
cember 3, 2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

7154. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Assistant Attorney General, Office of Legis-

lative Affairs, Department of Justice, trans-
mitting the Department’s First Annual Re-
port, pursuant to the Social Security Num-
ber Fraud Prevention Act of 2017, Public Law 
115-59, Sec. 2(c)(4), Stat. 1152 (Sept. 15, 2017) 
(codified at 42 USCA Sec. 405, note); jointly 
to the Committees on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform and Ways and Means. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 
Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 

committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mr. HENSARLING: Committee on Finan-
cial Services. H.R. 6021. A bill to amend the 
Sarbanes-Oxley Act of 2002 to exclude pri-
vately held, non-custody brokers and dealers 
that are in good standing from certain re-
quirements under title I of that Act, and for 
other purposes; with amendments (Rept. 115– 
1075). Referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. HENSARLING: Committee on Finan-
cial Services. H.R. 6130. A bill to provide for 
a 5 year extension of certain exemptions and 
reduced disclosure requirements for compa-
nies that were emerging growth companies 
and would continue to be emerging growth 
companies but for the 5-year restriction on 
emerging growth companies, and for other 
purposes (Rept. 115–1076). Referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. HENSARLING: Committee on Finan-
cial Services. H.R. 6745. A bill to amend the 
Securities Exchange Act of 1934 to revise the 
shareholder threshold for registration under 
such Act for issuers that receive support 
through certain Federal universal service 
support mechanisms, and for other purposes; 
with an amendment (Rept. 115–1077). Re-
ferred to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. HENSARLING: Committee on Finan-
cial Services. H.R. 4758. A bill to amend the 
Federal Reserve Act to require the Federal 
Open Market Committee to establish inter-
est rates on balances maintained at a Fed-
eral Reserve Bank by depository institutions 
(Rept. 115–1078). Referred to the Committee 
of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 
Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 

bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Mrs. LOWEY: 
H.R. 7264. A bill making further additional 

continuing appropriations for fiscal year 
2019, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Appropriations. 

By Mr. PALAZZO (for himself and Mr. 
ADERHOLT): 

H.R. 7265. A bill to amend title 51, United 
States Code, to extend the authority of the 
National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion to enter into leases of non-excess prop-
erty of the Administration; to the Com-
mittee on Science, Space, and Technology. 

By Mr. MEADOWS: 
H.R. 7266. A bill to require the Secretary of 

Health and Human Services to consider the 
Margaret R. Pardee Memorial Hospital as a 
covered entity for purposes of the 340B drug 
discount program; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

By Miss RICE of New York (for herself, 
Mr. KILMER, and Mr. GALLAGHER): 

H.R. 7267. A bill to amend the Federal Elec-
tion Campaign Act of 1971 to apply the re-
strictions on the use of campaign funds for 
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