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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing. 

b 1416 

Messrs. COFFMAN and SUOZZI 
changed their vote from ‘‘yea’’ to 
‘‘nay.’’ 

So the Journal was approved. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
PALMER). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule 
XX, the Chair will postpone further 
proceedings today on motions to sus-
pend the rules on which a recorded vote 
or the yeas and nays are ordered, or 
votes objected to under clause 6 of rule 
XX. 

The House will resume proceedings 
on postponed questions at a later time. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SE-
CURITY DATA FRAMEWORK ACT 
OF 2017 

Mr. HURD. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and concur in the 
Senate amendment to the bill (H.R. 
2454) to direct the Secretary of Home-
land Security to establish a data 
framework to provide access for appro-
priate personnel to law enforcement 
and other information of the Depart-
ment, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the Senate amendment is 

as follows: 
Senate amendment: 
Strike all after the enacting clause and in-

sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Department of 
Homeland Security Data Framework Act of 
2018’’. 
SEC. 2. DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY 

DATA FRAMEWORK. 
(a) IN GENERAL.— 
(1) DEVELOPMENT.—The Secretary of Home-

land Security shall develop a data framework to 
integrate existing Department of Homeland Se-
curity datasets and systems, as appropriate, for 
access by authorized personnel in a manner con-
sistent with relevant legal authorities and pri-
vacy, civil rights, and civil liberties policies and 
protections. 

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—In developing the frame-
work required under paragraph (1), the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security shall ensure, in ac-
cordance with all applicable statutory and regu-
latory requirements, the following information is 
included: 

(A) All information acquired, held, or ob-
tained by an office or component of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security that falls within the 
scope of the information sharing environment, 
including homeland security information, ter-
rorism information, weapons of mass destruction 
information, and national intelligence. 

(B) Any information or intelligence relevant 
to priority mission needs and capability require-
ments of the homeland security enterprise, as 
determined appropriate by the Secretary. 

(b) DATA FRAMEWORK ACCESS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Homeland 
Security shall ensure that the data framework 
required under this section is accessible to em-
ployees of the Department of Homeland Security 
who the Secretary determines— 

(A) have an appropriate security clearance; 
(B) are assigned to perform a function that re-

quires access to information in such framework; 
and 

(C) are trained in applicable standards for 
safeguarding and using such information. 

(2) GUIDANCE.—The Secretary of Homeland 
Security shall— 

(A) issue guidance for Department of Home-
land Security employees authorized to access 
and contribute to the data framework pursuant 
to paragraph (1); and 

(B) ensure that such guidance enforces a duty 
to share between offices and components of the 
Department when accessing or contributing to 
such framework for mission needs. 

(3) EFFICIENCY.—The Secretary of Homeland 
Security shall promulgate data standards and 
instruct components of the Department of Home-
land Security to make available information 
through the data framework required under this 
section in a machine-readable standard format, 
to the greatest extent practicable. 

(c) EXCLUSION OF INFORMATION.—The Sec-
retary of Homeland Security may exclude infor-
mation from the data framework required under 
this section if the Secretary determines inclusion 
of such information may— 

(1) jeopardize the protection of sources, meth-
ods, or activities; 

(2) compromise a criminal or national security 
investigation; 

(3) be inconsistent with other Federal laws or 
regulations; or 

(4) be duplicative or not serve an operational 
purpose if included in such framework. 

(d) SAFEGUARDS.—The Secretary of Homeland 
Security shall incorporate into the data frame-
work required under this section systems capa-
bilities for auditing and ensuring the security of 
information included in such framework. Such 
capabilities shall include the following: 

(1) Mechanisms for identifying insider threats. 
(2) Mechanisms for identifying security risks. 
(3) Safeguards for privacy, civil rights, and 

civil liberties. 
(e) DEADLINE FOR IMPLEMENTATION.—Not 

later than 2 years after the date of enactment of 
this Act, the Secretary of Homeland Security 
shall ensure the data framework required under 
this section has the ability to include appro-
priate information in existence within the De-
partment of Homeland Security to meet the crit-
ical mission operations of the Department of 
Homeland Security. 

(f) NOTICE TO CONGRESS.— 
(1) STATUS UPDATES.—The Secretary of Home-

land Security shall submit to the appropriate 
congressional committees regular updates on the 
status of the data framework until the frame-
work is fully operational. 

(2) OPERATIONAL NOTIFICATION.—Not later 
than 60 days after the date on which the data 
framework required under this section is fully 
operational, the Secretary of Homeland Security 
shall provide notice to the appropriate congres-
sional committees that the data framework is 
fully operational. 

(3) VALUE ADDED.—The Secretary of Home-
land Security shall annually brief Congress on 
component use of the data framework required 
under this section to support operations that 
disrupt terrorist activities and incidents in the 
homeland. 

(g) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEE; 

HOMELAND.—The terms ‘‘appropriate congres-
sional committee’’ and ‘‘homeland’’ have the 
meaning given those terms in section 2 of the 
Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 101). 

(2) HOMELAND SECURITY INFORMATION.—The 
term ‘‘homeland security information’’ has the 
meaning given such term in section 892 of the 
Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 482). 

(3) NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE.—The term ‘‘na-
tional intelligence’’ has the meaning given such 
term in section 3(5) of the National Security Act 
of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3003(5)). 

(4) TERRORISM INFORMATION.—The term ‘‘ter-
rorism information’’ has the meaning given such 
term in section 1016 of the Intelligence Reform 
and Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004 (6 U.S.C. 
485). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. HURD) and the gentlewoman 
from New York (Miss RICE) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Texas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. HURD. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HURD. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of H.R. 2454, the Department of Home-
land Security Data Framework Act. 
This legislation provides the first ever 
authorization for the DHS data frame-
work. 

Under this initiative, the Depart-
ment is bringing together vital DHS 
databases, including travel and cargo 
information, investigative data, and 
critical infrastructure data, among 
other things. 

Mr. Speaker, Americans would not 
only be surprised, but appalled to learn 
about the number of information-shar-
ing stovepipes that still exist within 
the Department of Homeland Security. 
This bill will bring together the 
datasets in each of the classified and 
unclassified spaces to ensure that the 
men and women working at the De-
partment have the information they 
need to keep our Nation safe. 

This bill also mandates privacy and 
security safeguards, training for de-
partmental personnel, and requires the 
Secretary to ensure information in the 
framework is both protected and 
auditable. 

The House has overwhelmingly sup-
ported this measure twice before as 
part of the DHS Authorization Act, on 
July 20, 2017, and again as a standalone 
measure on September 12, 2017. 

The Senate made some minor 
changes to the bill and passed it on De-
cember 6. With today’s vote, we will 
send this bill to the President’s desk 
for his signature. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
again support this measure, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Miss RICE of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
2454, the Department of Homeland Se-
curity Data Framework Act of 2017. 

The Department of Homeland Secu-
rity Data Framework Act directs the 
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Secretary of Homeland Security to de-
velop a data framework consolidating 
existing databases and systems at the 
Department. H.R. 2454 requires the Sec-
retary to ensure that this data frame-
work is accessible to DHS employees 
with proper clearances and that they 
are trained to safeguard and use such 
information when appropriate. 

The central data framework will help 
cut down on the processing time of 
data searchs and allow analysts at DHS 
agencies to more efficiently access in-
formation across the Department. 

I want to thank my colleague, Con-
gressman WILL HURD, for introducing 
this legislation, and Senator MAGGIE 
HASSAN for introducing its companion 
in the Senate. This bill has already 
passed the House once before, and I 
look forward to the President signing 
it into law this year. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this bipartisan legislation, and 
I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill is an important 
piece of legislation that has strong sup-
port on both sides of the aisle. It will 
improve DHS’ operations by moving it 
towards a consolidated data system, 
enhancing the ability of the men and 
women serving at DHS to access, in a 
timely manner, the data that they 
need to fulfill their critical missions. I 
urge my colleagues to support H.R. 
2454. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. HURD. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to urge my col-
leagues to support this piece of legisla-
tion once again. 

Again, we are authorizing the De-
partment of Homeland Security’s data 
framework. It holds DHS accountable 
with aggressive timelines, includes ro-
bust requirements for privacy and data 
standards and data safeguards, as well 
as ensuring important congressional 
notifications continue. 

I would like to thank Chairman 
MCCAUL and Ranking Member THOMP-
SON for their support in moving this 
measure through the House, as well as 
all of our colleagues on the Senate 
Homeland Security and Governmental 
Affairs Committee for moving this bill 
through the Senate. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge support for this 
bill, and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. HURD) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
concur in the Senate amendment to 
the bill, H.R. 2454. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. HURD. Mr. Speaker, I object to 
the vote on the ground that a quorum 
is not present and make the point of 
order that a quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-

ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

ASIA REASSURANCE INITIATIVE 
ACT OF 2018 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (S. 2736) to develop a long-term 
strategic vision and a comprehensive, 
multifaceted, and principled United 
States policy for the Indo-Pacific re-
gion, and for other purposes, as amend-
ed. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 2736 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘Asia Reassurance Initiative Act of 
2018’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows: 
Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 
Sec. 2. Findings. 
TITLE I—UNITED STATES POLICY AND 

DIPLOMATIC STRATEGY IN THE INDO- 
PACIFIC REGION 

Sec. 101. Policy. 
Sec. 102. Diplomatic strategy. 
TITLE II—PROMOTING UNITED STATES 

SECURITY INTERESTS IN THE INDO-PA-
CIFIC REGION 

Sec. 201. Authorization of appropriations. 
Sec. 202. Treaty alliances in the Indo-Pacific 

region. 
Sec. 203. United States-China relationship. 
Sec. 204. United States-India strategic part-

nership. 
Sec. 205. United States-ASEAN strategic 

partnership. 
Sec. 206. United States-Republic of Korea- 

Japan trilateral security part-
nership. 

Sec. 207. Quadrilateral security dialogue. 
Sec. 208. Enhanced security partnerships in 

Southeast Asia. 
Sec. 209. Commitment to Taiwan. 
Sec. 210. North Korea strategy. 
Sec. 211. New Zealand. 
Sec. 212. The Pacific Islands. 
Sec. 213. Freedom of navigation and over-

flight; promotion of inter-
national law. 

Sec. 214. Combating terrorism in Southeast 
Asia. 

Sec. 215. Cybersecurity cooperation. 
Sec. 216. Nonproliferation and arms control 

in the Indo-Pacific region. 

TITLE III—PROMOTING UNITED STATES 
ECONOMIC INTERESTS IN THE INDO- 
PACIFIC REGION 

Sec. 301. Findings; sense of Congress. 
Sec. 302. Trade negotiations, multilateral 

agreements, and regional eco-
nomic summits. 

Sec. 303. United States-ASEAN economic 
partnership. 

Sec. 304. Trade capacity building and trade 
facilitation. 

Sec. 305. Intellectual property protection. 
Sec. 306. Energy programs and initiatives. 
Sec. 307. Lower Mekong initiative. 
Sec. 308. Sense of Congress on economic 

growth and natural resource 
conservation. 

Sec. 309. Sense of Congress in support of 
women’s economic rights. 

TITLE IV—PROMOTING UNITED STATES 
VALUES IN THE INDO-PACIFIC REGION 

Sec. 401. Findings. 
Sec. 402. Trafficking-in-persons. 
Sec. 403. Freedom of the press. 
Sec. 404. Democracy, human rights, and 

labor personnel. 
Sec. 405. Bilateral and regional dialogues; 

people-to-people engagement. 
Sec. 406. Association of Southeast Asian Na-

tions Human Rights Strategy. 
Sec. 407. Freedom of information to North 

Korea. 
Sec. 408. Sense of Congress on imposition of 

sanctions and suspension of 
United States assistance. 

Sec. 409. Authorization of appropriations. 
Sec. 410. Indo-Pacific human rights defend-

ers. 
Sec. 411. Young leaders people-to-people ini-

tiatives. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress makes the following findings: 
(1) The Indo-Pacific region— 
(A) represents nearly 50 percent of the 

global population; 
(B) is home to some of the most dynamic 

economies in the world; and 
(C) poses security challenges that threaten 

to undermine United States national secu-
rity interests, regional peace, and global sta-
bility. 

(2) The core tenets of the United States- 
backed international system are being chal-
lenged, including by— 

(A) China’s illegal construction and mili-
tarization of artificial features in the South 
China Sea and coercive economic practices; 

(B) North Korea’s acceleration of its nu-
clear and ballistic missile capabilities; and 

(C) the increased presence throughout 
Southeast Asia of the Islamic State (referred 
to in this Act as ‘‘ISIS’’) and other inter-
national terrorist organizations that threat-
en the United States. 

(3) The economic order in the Indo-Pacific 
region continues to transform, presenting 
opportunities and challenges to United 
States economic interests. 

(4) The United States has a fundamental 
interest in defending human rights and pro-
moting the rule of law in the Indo-Pacific re-
gion. Although many countries in the region 
have improved the treatment of their citi-
zens, several Indo-Pacific governments con-
tinue to commit human rights abuses and 
place restrictions on basic human rights and 
political and civil liberties. 

(5) Without strong leadership from the 
United States, the international system, fun-
damentally rooted in the rule of law, may 
wither, to the detriment of United States, 
regional, and global interests. It is impera-
tive that the United States continue to play 
a leading role in the Indo-Pacific region by— 

(A) defending peace and security; 
(B) advancing economic prosperity; and 
(C) promoting respect for fundamental 

human rights. 
(6) In 2017, the Subcommittee on East Asia, 

the Pacific, and International Cybersecurity 
Policy of the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions of the Senate held a series of hearings 
on United States leadership in the Indo-Pa-
cific region, in which— 

(A) experts, including Representative 
Randy Forbes, Ambassador Robert Gallucci, 
Ms. Tami Overby, Dr. Robert Orr, Ambas-
sador Derek Mitchell, Ambassador Robert 
King, Mr. Murray Hiebert, and others de-
tailed the security challenges, economic op-
portunities, and imperatives of promoting 
the rule of law, human rights, and democ-
racy, in the Indo-Pacific region; and 

(B) Dr. Graham Allison, the Douglas Dillon 
Professor of Government at the John F. Ken-
nedy School of Government at Harvard Uni-
versity, testified, ‘‘As realistic students of 
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