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The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule 
I, I demand a vote on agreeing to the 
Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on 
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I object to the vote on the 
ground that a quorum is not present 
and make the point of order that a 
quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8, 
rule XX, further proceedings on this 
question will be postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Rhode Island (Mr. CICILLINE) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. CICILLLINE led the Pledge of 
Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

CELEBRATING SATURDAY AS BILL 
OF RIGHTS DAY 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
December 15 as the Bill of Rights Day. 

The Bill of Rights, which is the first 
10 amendments to the Constitution, 
was first ratified in 1791. It protects the 
rights and liberties of all Americans. 
The Bill of Rights guarantees our free-
doms of religion, speech, press, and to 
peaceably assemble and petition our 
government; and it protects our right 
to bear arms, our private property 
rights, our right to a fair trial, and our 
right against unreasonable searches 
and seizures. 

It establishes that we as a nation 
promote the power of individual lib-
erties and limit the scope of the Fed-
eral Government. 

Mr. Speaker, Bill of Rights Day came 
into existence in 1941 on its 150th anni-
versary. Congress passed a joint resolu-
tion authorizing President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt to make it a national holi-

day. Roosevelt referred to the docu-
ment as ‘‘the great American charter 
of personal liberty and human dig-
nity.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, it is important that we 
use this day to educate younger gen-
erations of Americans on our Bill of 
Rights and the values it embodies for 
all. 

f 

HONORING SETON HALL FUL-
BRIGHT SCHOLARSHIP RECIPI-
ENTS 

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Aidan Miller and Kylie 
Lan Tumiatti for receiving the pres-
tigious Fulbright scholarships this 
year. Aidan and Kylie are both recent 
graduates of Seton Hall University’s 
School of Diplomacy. 

Aidan is a student of international 
relations, modern languages, and East-
ern European studies. Over the next 
year, he will be teaching English at a 
university in Russia while learning 
about Russian traditions and culture. 
Aidan plans to enter public service 
when he returns home. 

Kylie also majored in international 
relations and modern languages, with a 
minor in economics. The Fulbright 
scholarship has given her the oppor-
tunity to teach English in Malaysia. 
When she returns from Malaysia, Kylie 
will finish her graduate degree in pub-
lic affairs at Columbia University and 
then enter the foreign service. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
join me in celebrating these bright 
young people who are committed to 
making our world a better place. 

f 

RICHARD WAYNE ‘‘R.W.’’ ALLEN II 

(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great joy that I rise today to recognize 
and celebrate the life of my 13th grand-
child on his first-month birthday. 

On November 7, 2018, my family and I 
welcomed Richard Wayne ‘‘R.W.’’ Allen 
II, my namesake, into our family. Of 
our 13 grandchildren, R.W. is our fourth 
grandson. I am truly humbled that my 
fourth grandson was named in my 
honor. 

Robin and I are the proud parents of 
four wonderful children, and our only 
son, Andy, and his wife, Betsy, are now 
the parents of R.W. and his older sister, 
Elsie, who is named after my mother. 

Andy is a foreign service officer with 
the State Department, and right now 
he and his family are living here in 
Washington and training for his next 
assignment. I cannot put in words how 
happy we are that Andy, Betty, Elsie, 
and R.W. are here with us in D.C. as we 
celebrate this addition to our growing 
family. 

My prayer for R.W. is he will grow 
strong in his faith and personally expe-
rience the mercy, grace, peace, and 
love of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

f 

GUN VIOLENCE 

(Ms. TITUS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, this week 
we mark the sixth anniversary of the 
tragic shooting at Sandy Hook Elemen-
tary School, which left 26 dead, includ-
ing 20 children ages 6 and 7. In the 
years since, there have been 1,917 mass 
shootings, killing 2,175 men, women, 
and children and wounding more than 
6,000. 

The worst of these shootings oc-
curred in the heart of my district at 
the Route 91 music festival when a 
gunman opened fire on the crowd, kill-
ing 58 and injuring more than 800. 

The list of victims grows every day, 
and yet on this floor there is only si-
lence. This past November, voters sent 
a strong message by rejecting those 
who stand in the way of commonsense 
gun violence prevention. 

We can never bring back those who 
are lost to gun violence, but from uni-
versal background checks to a ban on 
bump stocks, come January, we can 
and will take action. 

f 

2018 FARM BILL 

(Mr. MARSHALL asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Speaker, today 
we will vote on the farm bill, and I 
can’t help but be reminded of the more 
than 1,100 attendees at the farm bill 
listening sessions we held across the 
country. What an honor it was to take 
the comments, the feedback, and the 
suggestions they had and work to ad-
dress those concerns. 

Those 1,100 attendees represented the 
full spectrum of American agriculture. 
From citrus producers in Florida to 
wheat farmers in Kansas, we saw and 
heard amazing stories of the grit and 
determination of the people who wake 
up every morning, pull their boots on, 
and work to feed, clothe, and fuel this 
world. 

As we vote today, I salute and honor 
each of them and their families. Mr. 
Speaker, Kansans sent me to Congress 
to get a farm bill done, and I am hon-
ored to be here today and to say that 
we delivered for Kansas. 

f 

SHUTDOWN, SHOWDOWN 

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, in 9 
days, we are going to face another gov-
ernment shutdown. 

The American people want a respon-
sible Federal Government that works 
for them, but yesterday President 
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Trump said that he will be proud to 
shut down the government. The Presi-
dent believes that his idea for an inef-
fective, $70 billion, 1,000-mile long bor-
der wall is more important than keep-
ing the government open for business. 

Our constituents are sick of this 
stuff. The President told them that 
Mexico would pay for the wall, and now 
he is threatening to close the govern-
ment if he doesn’t get what he wants. 
This is exactly why our constituents 
voted to put Democrats in control of 
Congress last month. They don’t want 
their hard-earned money wasted on an 
expensive, ineffective border wall. 

We should listen to them. Democrats 
and Republicans need to come together 
and work together to meet their needs, 
not President Trump’s. 

While the President throws another 
Twitter tantrum, let’s keep the govern-
ment open and work on solutions for 
the real challenges facing our constitu-
ents: good-paying jobs, lower 
healthcare costs, and ending the cor-
ruption in Washington. That is what 
Democrats are committed to doing. 

It is time for Republicans to stand up 
to this President and work with Demo-
crats for the benefit of the American 
people. 

f 

BUDGET CRISIS 
(Mr. HERN asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HERN. Mr. Speaker, in the last 
10 years, our country’s national debt 
has grown from $10 trillion to nearly 
$22 trillion. This trajectory is not sus-
tainable. While there is no easy fix to 
this, the first step is clear: stop adding 
to it. 

President Trump is leading by exam-
ple telling his Cabinet to eliminate 
waste in their departments. He under-
stands the fiscal cliff we are standing 
on and is taking the right steps to get 
our spending under control. 

Now it is time for us to do our job. 
We cannot govern from crisis to crisis. 
We need a budget that balances, and we 
need to get back to regular order by 
passing all 12 appropriations bills. 

Short-term spending bills are not the 
solution, and we cannot rely on them 
anymore. With the national debt grow-
ing every day, we cannot continue to 
kick the can down the road. We need to 
face this crisis head-on. 

Frankly, Americans deserve better. 
It is time we put in the work to get it 
right and solve our budget crisis. Let’s 
get to work. 

f 

REFUGEES REVITALIZE 
COMMUNITIES 

(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. 
Speaker, this good and generous Na-
tion has a long tradition of welcoming 
those seeking refuge and a better life 
in America. 

America is, in fact, a nation of immi-
grants. For generations, immigrants 
and refugees—my ancestors included— 
have contributed to a diverse and 
strong Nation built on the foundation 
that, through hard work, anything is 
possible. 

The State Department recently an-
nounced plans to cut the very pro-
grams to provide refugees with the 
tools toward economic independence, 
self-sufficiency, and success. It is a 
counterproductive move by the admin-
istration that cites the economy as a 
priority. 

Refugees are helping to revitalize 
older communities like the Buffalo-Ni-
agara region, increasing our popu-
lation, contributing to a dedicated 
workforce, and bringing new quality of 
life and economic life back to neigh-
borhoods like Buffalo’s west side. 

We are calling on Secretary Pompeo 
to immediately reverse any plans to 
cut resettlement agencies and reaffirm 
this Nation’s commitment to the 
American Dream. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
DEMOCRATIC LEADER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
WOMACK) laid before the House the fol-
lowing communication from the Honor-
able NANCY PELOSI, Democratic Leader: 

DECEMBER 11, 2018. 
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
The Capitol, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to section 
3(b) of the Public Safety Officer Medal of 
Valor Act of 2001 (42 U.S.C. 15202), I am 
pleased to reappoint Mr. Brian Fengel of 
Bartonville, Illinois, to the Medal of Valor 
Review Board. 

Thank you for your consideration of this 
recommendation. 

Sincerely, 
NANCY PELOSI, 
Democratic Leader. 

f 

b 1215 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF CONFERENCE REPORT ON 
H.R. 2, AGRICULTURE AND NU-
TRITION ACT OF 2018 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 1176 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1176 
Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-

lution it shall be in order to consider the 
conference report to accompany the bill 
(H.R. 2) to provide for the reform and con-
tinuation of agricultural and other programs 
of the Department of Agriculture through 
fiscal year 2023, and for other purposes. All 
points of order against the conference report 
and against its consideration are waived. 
The conference report shall be considered as 
read. The previous question shall be consid-
ered as ordered on the conference report to 
its adoption without intervening motion ex-
cept: (1) one hour of debate; and (2) one mo-
tion to recommit if applicable. 

SEC. 2. The provisions of section 7 of the 
War Powers Resolution (50 U.S.C. 1546) shall 

not apply during the remainder of the One 
Hundred Fifteenth Congress to a concurrent 
resolution introduced pursuant to section 5 
of the War Powers Resolution (50 U.S.C. 1544) 
with respect to the Republic of Yemen. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Washington is recognized 
for 1 hour. 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, for 
the purpose of debate only, I yield the 
customary 30 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
MCGOVERN), my friend, pending which I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. During consideration of this res-
olution, all time yielded is for the pur-
pose of debate only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Washington? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, on 

Tuesday, the Rules Committee met and 
reported a rule, House Resolution 1176, 
providing for further consideration of a 
very important piece of legislation for 
America’s farmers and ranchers: the 
conference report to accompany H.R. 2, 
the Agriculture and Nutrition Act, 
commonly referred to as the farm bill. 
This rule provides that the conference 
report shall be considered as read. 

Mr. Speaker, earlier this year, as the 
House considered its version of the 
farm bill, I spoke in this Chamber 
about a farm bill listening tour I con-
ducted in my own district, traveling to 
every county that I represent to hear 
from and listen to input and the con-
cerns from farmers, ranchers, and pro-
ducers across the State of Washington. 

In the days since the House passed 
that bill earlier this summer, there has 
been growing concern that the job 
would not get done and that the 2014 
farm bill would expire and our Nation’s 
farm country would be left without the 
crucial tools this legislation provides 
to strengthen the farm safety net and 
provide certainty and flexibility to 
America’s farmers and ranchers. 

Fortunately, with the legislation be-
fore us today, we can report that this is 
not the case. After months of pains-
taking negotiations between the House 
and the Senate conferees, we have an 
agreement before us. This agreement, 
while not including several provisions I 
would have liked to have seen, sets us 
on a better path for our farmers and 
ranchers, for our rural communities, 
for small businesses, and for consumers 
across the country at the grocery store 
and at kitchen tables. 

With this conference agreement to 
the farm bill, I can now go back to my 
district and confidently report to my 
constituents that we have provided a 
strong foundation to help our farmers 
survive a 50 percent drop in net farm 
income over the past 4 years. I can go 
back to Okanogan County and tell my 
constituents in Pateros that we have 
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