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First responders who worked on the
pile day and night, aiding in the
search, rescue, and cleanup efforts,
were breathing in toxic debris and ash
that are now known to have caused
over 50 different types of cancer.

James Zadroga was one of those fear-
less leaders. He was also the first
NYPD officer whose death, in 2006, was
connected to toxic exposure at the
World Trade Center site. The James
Zadroga 9/11 Health and Compensation
Act was later signed into law in 2011 to
help our 9/11 first responders.

Mr. Speaker, 5 years later, the
Zadroga Act was permanently reau-
thorized and included $4.6 million for
the 9/11 Victims Compensation Fund
over 5 years, which was established to
provide compensation for the victims
of 9/11 and their families. However, we
are hearing from the special master of
the fund that this funding ‘“may be in-
sufficient to compensate all claims.”

Representing a district just over 50
miles from Ground Zero, fighting for
the Americans affected on September
11 isn’t just my job—it is personal.
Whether it is losing a loved one or
knowing someone who volunteered on
the pile, each and every one of my con-
stituents, including myself, has been
affected.

Before Congress passed the perma-
nent reauthorization of the Zadroga
Act, I vividly recall so many first re-
sponders who had fallen ill were forced
to come to our Nation’s Capitol and
beg for the benefits they rightfully
earned. These 9/11 first responders lived
not only in New York, but in 433 of the
435 congressional districts across this
country.

This isn’t just a New York issue. This
isn’t a Democratic or Republican Party
platform or political football. This is a
responsibility we all shoulder as Amer-
icans, first and foremost. It is the spir-
it of our Nation, and it is who we are as
a people.

These were the very men and women
who, in the face of evil, were willing to
put it all on the line to help save their
fellow Americans who ran into the tow-
ers while everyone else was running
out. It is unconscionable that time and
again they have been forced to come
crawling to Washington, D.C., to plead
their case as to why they are worthy of
our support. It was heartbreaking and
sickening, and I hope we have learned
our lesson.

We must pass this legislation at the
beginning of the 116th Congress so
these first responders don’t have to go
through all of this again, so they can
focus on their health and not be forced
to travel to Washington, D.C., on their
own dime dozens of times for the bene-
fits they have more than earned.

This past September 11, 17 years
since the attacks, we came together, as
we always do, to remember those who
were taken from us on that day. But
this year marked an especially
harrowing occasion. By the end of this
year, it is anticipated that more people
will have died from 9/11-related ill-
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nesses than were killed on 9/11, and
over 175 of those deaths occurred just
this year.

Jimmy Martinez was one of those 175.
Diagnosed with bone marrow cancer,
he went into remission in 2016, a year
after the Zadroga Act’s permanent re-
authorization. He responded to the 1993
attack on the World Trade Center,
again on 9/11, and came to the aid of so
many in the aftermath of Superstorm
Sandy. This August, he died a 26-year
veteran of the FDNY.

Just as there were so many who
fought for the Zadroga Act who were
not here to fight for its reauthorization
in 2015, Jimmy is just one of the so
many who are unable to continue this
fight today. That is why it is up to us—
to fight for others like Jimmy, for
those who risked so much for us but
they need our help. Congress must take
action to ensure every family receives
the compensation they are entitled to
as soon as possible. They have earned
nothing less.

On that horrific day, in the face of
the worst of humanity, these men and
women were the best of it. In honor of
them and their families who carry on
their memory, Congress must do its job
and permanently fund the 9/11 Victims
Compensation Fund.

In the aftermath of 9/11, we vowed we
would never forget, and I am going to
make sure of it.

CONGRATULATING MAYOR KEITH
RIDDLE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Kentucky (Mr. COMER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize my good friend,
Mayor Keith Riddle of Burkesville,
Kentucky, on his retirement from pub-
lic service after 22 years.

His years as a city council member,
in addition to his years spent as
mayor, have had a profound impact on
his fellow citizens. By dedicating his
time to taking on countless projects to
improve the city and well-being of
community members, Mayor Riddle
has made great strides for the citizens
of Burkesville.

Most notably, during Mayor Riddle’s
tenure, he was instrumental in the con-
struction of a new water treatment
plant, which produces 2 million gallons
per day of clean water for the city and
surrounding area.

Another massive waterline improve-
ment project was completed under the
watchful eye of Mayor Riddle. This
project replaced nearly 100-year-old
lines and addressed wastewater over-
flow to provide improved protection of
property, rivers, and streams in the
community.

Mayor Riddle has truly dedicated his
time and talents to helping Burkesville
grow and improve. His continuous
work with the water department, fire
and police departments, and various
businesses in the area has helped set
the stage for continued success in
Burkesville.
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On behalf of the First District of
Kentucky, I thank Mayor Keith Riddle
for his decades of public service and
wish him continued success in his re-
tirement.
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RECOGNIZING PHILANTHROPY OF DARREN
CLEARY
Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise

today to recognize my friend Darren
Cleary of Tompkinsville, Kentucky, for
all the great philanthropy he has given
to my home county of Monroe.

Darren is the epitome of a successful
businessperson who truly gives back to
his community. Darren sponsors many
activities and events throughout the
year in Tompkinsville, including our
annual July Fourth fireworks event at
City Park.

He has donated countless dollars to
the Monroe County School system for,
among other things, a new practice
football field for the varsity football
team, and along with his wife, Dawn,
he is the reason Monroe County now
has a swim team.

Darren’s main companies, Cleary
Construction and Precision Engineer-
ing, together are two of the biggest pri-
vate employers in Monroe County.
Tompkinsville, Kentucky, is very for-
tunate to have Darren Cleary as its cit-
izen.

CONGRATULATING MONROE COUNTY MAGISTRATE
KAREN GORDON ON HER RETIREMENT

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate Monroe County
Magistrate Karen Gordon of my home-
town of Tompkinsville in the First Dis-
trict of Kentucky on her retirement
from public service.

Since taking office in a 2011 special
election to fill the unexpired term of
her late husband, Karen has steadfastly
served her fellow Monroe Countians
over the years and has continually
sought opportunities to improve the
lives of those around her. Her service
as Monroe County’s Fourth District
magistrate, and a crucial member of
the Heart of TompKkinsville board, has
spurred economic opportunity and in-
stilled a stronger sense of community
pride in her fellow residents.

I join with her daughters, Ann Marie
and Amber Lee, as well as her extended
family, friends, and all those who have
benefited from her efforts, to recognize
her distinguished record of public serv-
ice and dedication to serving others.

RECOGNIZING SERVICE OF ALONZO FORD

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to recognize my friend Alonzo
Ford from my hometown in Monroe
County, Kentucky, specifically
Gamaliel, Kentucky.

For nearly three decades, Alonzo’s
fellow citizens have reelected him to
serve as the First District magistrate
in Monroe County. This district in-
cludes Gamaliel and Fountain Run. He
is widely respected as a public servant,
and his leadership on several boards,
including the farmers market board
and the wellness center board, are a
testament to his outstanding record of
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diligent public service in all facets of
life.

I am deeply thankful for his friend-
ship, and I admire his tireless, lifelong
devotion to working for the benefit of
others. I join with his family and
friends, as well as those he has im-
pacted during his career, to express our
dedication and gratitude for his con-
tributions to our hometown.

HONORING THE LIFE OF GAIL
SMITH COBB

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
South Carolina (Mr. NORMAN) for 5
minutes.

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life of Gail Smith
Cobb, a woman who touched the lives
and hearts of so many in South Caro-
lina for 84 years. Gail Cobb’s life was
dedicated to ensuring Union County
was a great place to live, work, wor-
ship, and go to school.

She started serving her community
when she was secretary of the Union
County Recreation Commission and
then became the program director of
the commission, where she started
multiple programs and events for resi-
dents.

From there, she became the director
of the Union County Recreation De-
partment, overseeing the hiring of em-
ployees, park maintenance, and pro-
gramming. More importantly, she
worked for the county council in main-
taining effective budgets and funding
for the recreation department.

On top of her work within the local
government, Gail also served on the
board of directors for the Salvation
Army for over 5 years and sat on the
Union County Fair board for 10 years.

As an active member of the commu-
nity and important leader in the Union
County High School Athletic Booster
Club for over 30 years, she made her
community a better place for everyone.
Gail volunteered and gave most of her
time and effort to support all of the
athletic teams and cheerleaders within
the Union County athletic program,
and she spent tireless hours distrib-
uting tickets and collecting money to
ensure the program’s success.

In the recent playoff game between
Chester and Union, she was recognized
for her efforts, and the game was dedi-
cated on her behalf.

In life, Gail was a shining example of
a tireless servant. She was a woman of
faith and service. She will be greatly
missed by the community. In rest, may
she find peace.

————

CONGRESS CONTINUES TO EXCEED
LOWEST EXPECTATIONS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Kentucky (Mr. MASSIE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. MASSIE. Mr. Speaker, last
night, the Rules Committee came out
with a procedural resolution for the
farm bill that violates both the Con-
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stitution and the War Powers Act of
1973. Just when you thought Congress
couldn’t get any swampier, we con-
tinue to exceed even the lowest expec-
tations.

Section 2 of House Resolution 1176,
the rule for the farm bill, says that the
provisions of section 7 of the War Pow-
ers Resolution shall not apply during
the remainder of the 115th Congress to
any concurrent resolution introduced
pursuant to the War Powers Resolu-
tion.

What this means is that our leader-
ship has decided that the House just
doesn’t need to vote on whether U.S.
soldiers, personnel, weapons, and tax-
payer dollars should go toward assist-
ing Saudi Arabia with its brutal war on
civilians in Yemen, a war that has
caused the world’s worst famine in over
100 years.

This isn’t the first time that our
leadership, using the Rules Committee,
has swept under the rug the War Pow-
ers Act. They did it last month. What
they did is they hid the vote inside of
another resolution, a procedural reso-
lution for a bill called Manage our
Wolves Act. So, many Members of Con-
gress swept under the rug the War Pow-
ers Act without even knowing it, be-
cause it was in a procedural resolution.

But think about what they are doing
this time. Instead of specifying a cer-
tain resolution that they are going to
suspend the War Powers Act for, they
are saying any resolution for all of
Congress.

In my opinion, this violates both the
U.S. Constitution and statutory law.
But, apparently, this doesn’t matter to
our leadership and the majority of the
Rules Committee.

Just as a remainder, Article I, Sec-
tion 8 of the United States Constitu-
tion says that Congress and Congress
alone, not the executive branch, pos-
sesses the power to declare war. Al-
though the Constitution’s language un-
equivocally gives this power solely to
Congress, Presidents, nevertheless,
continued to launch military action
abroad prior to receiving Congressional
approval. This is why Congress passed
the War Powers Act of 1973.

Section 5(c) of the War Powers Act
requires the President to remove
United States forces at any time, if
Congress so directs by concurrent reso-
lution, and Section 7 establishes pri-
ority procedures for consideration of
such a removal resolution. It requires
the Committee on Foreign Affairs to
report out that resolution within 15
days. You can’t let this thing die in
committee. It has to come back to the
floor within 15 days, according to the
law since 1973.

Then it directs that the House must
vote on the resolution within 3 cal-
endar days. It can’t die on the floor.
There has to be a vote within 3 days.

But, instead of following the law, in-
stead of following the Constitution, the
Rules Committee last night snuck lan-
guage into the rule for the farm bill,
and this should upset farmers who are
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depending on the farm bill. They snuck
into the rule for the farm bill a resolu-
tion that deprives the entire House of
Representatives of its constitutional
right to decide when and where our sol-
diers should be sent into harm’s way.

So let me sum this up. Even if you
think we should be involved in Yemen,
even if you think soldiers should go
there, even if you think we should give
the bombs to Saudi Arabia to drop on
civilians, you shouldn’t want to sneak
that into an unrelated bill. You
shouldn’t want to hide that in a farm
bill. What good could you be up to by
hiding that in another bill?

But let’s say you are okay with hid-
ing it in another bill because you don’t
want your constituents to find out
where you stand on this issue: I had to
vote for the farm bill. Sorry.

Well, even if you are okay with hid-
ing it in another bill, this is the wrong
way to do it. Last time, when they
snuck it—when they swept it under the
rug last month, they specified that the
resolution wouldn’t have the powers of
the War Powers Act, wouldn’t have the
privileges of the War Powers Act.

This time, not only are they sweep-
ing it under the rug, they are preemp-
tively sweeping all of the power of Con-
gress under the War Powers Act under
the rug for the entire remainder of this
congressional session. It sets a horrible
precedent. It is a dangerous precedent.

The Speaker is grabbing more powers
using the Speaker’s committee, the
Rules Committee. He is doing so and
jeopardizing the power of the House of
Representatives, because for him to
grab more power requires us to give
more power to the executive branch, to
abdicate our constitutional responsi-
bility to decide when and where our
military should go.

So I urge my colleagues to oppose
this illegal and unconstitutional action
today by voting ‘‘no” on the rule for
the farm bill. That is House Resolution
1176.

———

EXTENDING ANIMAL FIGHTING
PROHIBITIONS TO TERRITORIES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Puerto Rico (Miss GONZALEZ-COLON) for
5 minutes. . .

Miss GONZALEZ-COLON of Puerto
Rico. Mr. Speaker, today, I rise to ex-
press my utter disappointment with
the inclusion of extending the prohibi-
tion of cockfighting in the territories
in the farm bill before us today.

While there are a lot of provisions
that will benefit the largest constitu-
ency of any House Member, for over 3
million American citizens living in
Puerto Rico, the inclusion of this
amendment will detract from the other
high points of this bill.

This bill will improve accessibility to
grants and programs on the island, and
for that, I am extremely grateful and
confident that this will help my con-
stituents.

But, on the other hand, since 2002,
the farm bill has included the very
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