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think, earlier, in the history of the 
House, we are not sure where I stand in 
lifetime seniority, but it is in the top 
100. I am tied for eighth in terms of 
senior service from the great State of 
Texas. 

I have had the privilege to meet 
great people. John Dingell, the dean of 
the House, who served longer than any 
other person in the history of the 
House, is a role model for what a Con-
gressman should be. Newt Gingrich, 
who was a backbencher bomb-thrower 
from the Conservative Opportunity So-
ciety and rose to be Speaker of the 
House, is probably the most brilliant 
person I have met who served in the 
House: inspirational, innovative, and a 
visionary. It has been a real privilege 
to get to know him and call him a 
friend. 

b 1945 
Phil Gramm, who was the Congress-

man before me for the Sixth District, 
got elected to the Senate and rep-
resented the great State of Texas in 
the Senate until his retirement a num-
ber of years ago. He is another abso-
lutely brilliant man who really has 
been a role model and a mentor for me. 

In the current House, our current 
Speaker, PAUL RYAN, I think has done 
yeoman’s work to move this country in 
the right direction. 

The incoming probable Speaker, 
NANCY PELOSI, we have different views 
philosophically, but she and I, when 
she was a junior Member and I was a 
junior Member, we worked together to 
pass the Chinese Student Asylum Act 
that let all of the Chinese students who 
were here in the country when 
Tiananmen Square happened, they 
were allowed to stay in this country le-
gally until it was safe for them to go 
back to China. 

Most of them did eventually return 
home, but some of them did choose to 
stay here. That is a bill that I worked 
on, and I am proud that she and I were 
able to get it passed. 

The current chairman of my com-
mittee, GREG WALDEN, I think he is 
doing a great job as chairman. I had 
the privilege to meet wonderful people, 
like the immediate past chairman, 
FRED UPTON; senior Members like JOHN 
SHIMKUS of Illinois, who has worked so 
hard on Yucca Mountain. 

On the other side of the aisle, BOBBY 
RUSH from Chicago, a former Black 
Panther, and I have a bill that passed 
the House and is standing in the Sen-
ate, to reform the strategic petroleum 
reserve. 

This afternoon, Mr. Speaker, on this 
floor, Congresswoman KATHY CASTOR 
from Florida and I passed a bill called 
the IMPROVE Act, but within it are 
the ACE Kids Act. That bill passed the 
House 400–11. And if the Senate can 
pass it this week or next week—and I 
think they will—that bill will trans-
form the way we provide healthcare for 
the poorest of the poor children who 
are already Medicaid eligible. 

Mr. Speaker, it has been a privilege 
to serve the House of Representatives 

for the great people of Texas in the 
Sixth District for the last 34 years. 

I consider it the highest honor of my 
life to have had the title of United 
States Representative, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 7 o’clock and 47 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 2005 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. WOODALL) at 8 o’clock 
and 5 minutes p.m. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 2, 
AGRICULTURE AND NUTRITION 
ACT OF 2018 

Mr. NEWHOUSE, from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 115–1074) on the 
resolution (H. Res. 1176) providing for 
consideration of the conference report 
to accompany the bill (H.R. 2) to pro-
vide for the reform and continuation of 
agricultural and other programs of the 
Department of Agriculture through fis-
cal year 2023, and for other purposes, 
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. JONES of North Carolina (at the 
request of Mr. MCCARTHY) for today 
and the balance of the year on account 
of illness. 

f 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House, 
reported and found truly enrolled bills 
of the House of the following titles, 
which were thereupon signed by the 
Speaker: 

H.R. 315. An act to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to distribute maternity 
care health professionals to health profes-
sional shortage areas identified as in need of 
maternity care health services. 

H.R. 3946. An act to name the Department 
of Veterans Affairs community-based out-
patient clinic in Statesboro, Georgia, the 
Ray Hendrix Department of Veterans Affairs 
Clinic. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 6 minutes p.m.), 
under its previous order, the House ad-

journed until tomorrow, Wednesday, 
December 12, 2018, at 10 a.m. for morn-
ing-hour debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

7123. A letter from the Acting Principal 
Deputy, Defense Pricing and Contraction, 
Department of Defense, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Defense Federal Ac-
quisition Regulation Supplement: Sunset of 
Provision Relating to the Procurement of 
Certain Goods (DFARS Case 2018-D007) 
[Docket DARS-2018-0028] (RIN: 0750-AJ71) re-
ceived December 3, 2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices. 

7124. A letter from the Program Specialist, 
LRAD, Office of the Comptroller of the Cur-
rency, Department of the Treasury, trans-
mitting the Department’s interim final rule 
— Liquidity Coverage Ratio Rule: Treatment 
of Certain Municipal Obligations as High- 
Quality Liquid Assets [Docket ID: OCC-2018- 
0013] (RIN: 1557-AE36) received November 28, 
2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Financial Services. 

7125. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Legislative Affairs, Federal Deposit Insur-
ance Corporation, transmitting the Corpora-
tion’s final rule — Transferred OTS Regula-
tions Regarding Fiduciary Powers of State 
Savings Associations and Consent Require-
ments for the Exercise of Trust Powers (RIN: 
3064-AE23) received December 3, 2018, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Financial Services. 

7126. A letter from the General Counsel, 
Federal Housing Finance Agency, transmit-
ting the Agency’s final rule — Miscellaneous 
Federal Home Loan Bank Operations and 
Authorities-Financing Corporation Assess-
ments (RIN: 2590-AA99) received December 3, 
2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Financial Services. 

7127. A letter from the Regulations Coordi-
nator, Health Resources and Services Admin-
istration, Department of Health and Human 
Services, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — 340B Drug Pricing Program Ceil-
ing Price and Manufacturer Civil Monetary 
Penalties Regulation (RIN: 0906-AB19) re-
ceived November 29, 2018, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

7128. A letter from the Correspondence and 
Regulation Specialist, Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Patient Pro-
tection and Affordable Care Act; Elimination 
of Internal Agency Process for Implementa-
tion of the Federally-facilitated User Fee 
Adjustment [CMS-9917-F] (RIN: 0938-AT93) 
received December 3, 2018, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

7129. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting a six- 
month periodic report on the national emer-
gency with respect to serious human rights 
abuse or corruption that was declared in Ex-
ecutive Order 13818 of December 20, 2017, pur-
suant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c); Public Law 94-412, 
Sec. 401(c); (90 Stat. 1257) and 50 U.S.C. 
1703(c); Public Law 95-223, Sec 204(c); (91 Stat. 
1627); to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
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7130. A letter from the Assistant Legal Ad-

viser, Office of Treaty Affairs, Department of 
State, transmitting reports concerning 
international agreements other than treaties 
entered into by the United States to be 
transmitted to the Congress within the 
sixty-day period specified in the Case-Za-
blocki Act, pursuant to 1 U.S.C. 112b(a); Pub-
lic Law 92-403, Sec. 1(a) (as amended by Pub-
lic Law 108-458, Sec. 7121(b)); (118 Stat. 3807); 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

7131. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting the Department’s semiannual report 
from the Office of Inspector General for the 
period ending September 30, 2018, pursuant to 
the Inspector General Act of 1978 (Public 
Law 95-452), as amended; to the Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform. 

7132. A letter from the Director, Human 
Resources Management Division, Environ-
mental Protection Agency, transmitting two 
(2) notifications, one of a vacancy, and one of 
a nomination, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 3349(a); 
Public Law 105-277, 151(b); (112 Stat. 2681-614); 
to the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform. 

7133. A letter from the Chairman, National 
Transportation Safety Board, transmitting 
the Board’s annual Performance and Ac-
countability Report for FY 2018, pursuant to 
31 U.S.C. 3515(a)(1); Public Law 101-576, Sec. 
303(a)(1) (as amended by Public Law 107-289, 
Sec. 2(a)); (116 Stat. 2049); to the Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform. 

7134. A letter from the Chairman, Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission, transmitting 
the Commission’s Semiannual Report to 
Congress, of the Office of Inspector General, 
covering the period from April 1, 2018, 
through September 30, 2018, pursuant to Pub-
lic Law 95-452, of the Inspector General Act 
of 1978; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

7135. A letter from the Acting Commis-
sioner, Social Security Administration, 
transmitting the Administration’s Semi-
annual Report to Congress, of the Office of 
Inspector General, covering the period from 
April 1, 2018, through September 30, 2018, pur-
suant to the Inspector General Act of 1978 
(Public Law 95-452), as amended; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form. 

7136. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Legislative Affairs, Federal Deposit Insur-
ance Corporation, transmitting the Corpora-
tion’s final rule — Rules of Practice and Pro-
cedure (RIN: 3064-AE75) received December 3, 
2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

7137. A letter from the Regulation Develop-
ment Coordinator, Office of Regulation Pol-
icy and Management, Office of the Secretary 
(00REG), Department of Veterans Affairs, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Per Diem Paid to States for Care of Eligible 
Veterans in State Homes (RIN: 2900-AO88) re-
ceived December 3, 2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs. 

7138. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue 
Service, transmitting the Service’s IRB only 
rule — 2018 Required Amendments List for 
Qualified Retirement Plans [Notice 2018-91] 
received November 29, 2018, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 
committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mr. WALDEN: Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. H.R. 350. A bill to exclude vehi-
cles used solely for competition from certain 
provisions of the Clean Air Act, and for other 
purposes (Rept. 115–1073). Referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. NEWHOUSE: Committee on Rules. 
House Resolution 1176. Resolution providing 
for consideration of the conference report to 
accompany the bill (H.R. 2) to provide for the 
reform and continuation of agricultural and 
other programs of the Department of Agri-
culture through fiscal year 2023, and for 
other purposes (Rept. 115–1074). Referred to 
the House Calendar. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 
bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Mr. BRADY of Texas (for himself 
and Mr. SHIMKUS): 

H.R. 7247. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to clarify the authority 
of MA organizations to provide waivers from 
Medicare Advantage plans’ prior authoriza-
tion requirements; to the Committee on 
Ways and Means, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. MARCHANT (for himself and 
Ms. SEWELL of Alabama): 

H.R. 7248. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to direct the Secretary 
of Human Services to solicit information 
from providers and suppliers of services on 
ways to reduce administrative and regu-
latory burdens under the Medicare program, 
to provide for transparency and public feed-
back for evaluating a post-acute care pro-
spective payment system under such title, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Ways and Means, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. REED: 
H.R. 7249. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 

Social Security Act to provide for certain 
prior authorization notifications by Medi-
care Advantage organizations; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means, and in addition 
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce, 
for a period to be subsequently determined 
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania (for 
himself and Mr. GUTHRIE): 

H.R. 7250. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services to conduct a 
study and submit to Congress a report on the 
feasibility of using certain technologies to 
facilitate the administration of prior author-
ization requirements under part C of the 
Medicare program; to the Committee on 
Ways and Means, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce, for a pe-

riod to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. FLORES: 
H.R. 7251. A bill to amend the Federal 

Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act and the Secu-
rities Exchange Act of 1934 to prevent the 
inter partes review process for challenging 
patents from diminishing competition in the 
pharmaceutical industry and with respect to 
drug innovation, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce, 
and in addition to the Committee on Finan-
cial Services, for a period to be subsequently 
determined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Mr. MCNERNEY: 
H.R. 7252. A bill to direct the Attorney 

General to enter into an agreement with the 
National Academies to conduct a study to 
develop guidelines, best practices, and exam-
ples for congressional redistricting; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. SMITH of Missouri: 
H.R. 7253. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 

Social Security Act to minimize costs and 
burdens under the Medicare program by pro-
viding for consideration of the removal of 
certain measures applicable to inpatient hos-
pitals and post-acute care inpatient pro-
viders and providing for meaningful meas-
ures; to the Committee on Ways and Means, 
and in addition to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each 
case for consideration of such provisions as 
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee 
concerned. 

By Mr. HECK: 
H.R. 7254. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to allow the deduction of 
moving expenses of Federal employees; to 
the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. GALLAGHER (for himself and 
Mr. GALLEGO): 

H.R. 7255. A bill to direct the President to 
impose penalties pursuant to denial orders 
with respect to certain Chinese tele-
communications companies that are in vio-
lation of the export control or sanctions laws 
of the United States, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. CARSON of Indiana: 
H.R. 7256. A bill to implement rec-

ommendations related to the safety of am-
phibious passenger vessels, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure. 

By Mr. POLIQUIN: 
H.R. 7257. A bill to amend title 31, United 

States Code, to require $1 coins issued during 
2019 to honor President George H.W. Bush 
and to direct the Secretary of the Treasury 
to issue bullion coins during 2019 in honor of 
Barbara Bush; to the Committee on Finan-
cial Services. 

By Mrs. BUSTOS (for herself, Mr. 
GIANFORTE, Mr. MCGOVERN, Ms. 
CLARK of Massachusetts, and Mr. 
KEATING): 

H.R. 7258. A bill to recognize and honor the 
service of individuals who served in the 
United States Cadet Nurse Corps during 
World War II, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, and in addi-
tion to the Committee on Armed Services, 
for a period to be subsequently determined 
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Ms. CLARKE of New York (for her-
self, Mr. SIMPSON, and Mr. GOSAR): 
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