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“(I) The Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indi-
ans or the Confederated Tribes of the Grand
Ronde Community, or both.

‘(IT) The Confederated Tribes of the Warm
Springs or the Confederated Tribes of the
Umatilla Reservation, or both.

¢“(iii) MAJORITY AGREEMENT REQUIRED.—A
committee established under this subpara-
graph may take action with respect to a per-
mit application and removal under this sub-
section only with majority agreement by the
committee members.

“(iv) NONAPPLICABILITY OF FACA.—The Fed-
eral Advisory Committee Act (b U.S.C. App.)
shall not apply to a committee established
under this subparagraph.

“(7) INDIVIDUAL EXCEPTION.—For purposes
of this subsection, any sea lion located up-
stream of river mile 112 and downstream of
McNary Dam, or in any tributary to the Co-
lumbia River that includes spawning habitat
of threatened or endangered salmon or
steelhead is deemed to be individually iden-
tifiable.

‘“(8) SIGNIFICANT NEGATIVE IMPACT EXCEP-
TION.—For purposes of this subsection, any
sea lion located in the mainstem of the Co-
lumbia River upstream of river mile 112 and
downstream of McNary Dam, or in any tribu-
tary to the Columbia River that includes
spawning habitat of threatened or endan-
gered salmon or steelhead is deemed to be
having a significant negative impact, within
the meaning of subsection (b)(1).

‘“(9) DEFINITION.—In this subsection, the
term ‘Indian tribe’ has the meaning given
such term in section 4 of the Indian Self-De-
termination and Education Assistance Act
(25 U.S.C. 5304).”.

SEC. 4. TREATY RIGHTS OF FEDERALLY RECOG-
NIZED INDIAN TRIBES.

Nothing in this Act or the amendments
made by this Act shall be construed to en-
large, confirm, adjudicate, affect, or modify
any treaty or other right of an Indian tribe
(as defined in section 4 of the Indian Self-De-
termination and Education Assistance Act
(25 U.S.C. 5304)).

SEC. 5. REPORT.

Not later than 3 years after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Com-
merce shall study and report to Congress on
the effects of deterrence and the lethal tak-
ing of sea lions on the recovery of endan-
gered and threatened salmon and steelhead
stocks in the waters of the Columbia River
and the tributaries of the Columbia River
subject to section 120(f) of the Marine Mam-
mal Protection Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. 1389(f)),
as amended by this Act.

The bill was ordered to be read a
third time, was read the third time,
and passed, and a motion to reconsider
was laid on the table.

APPOINTMENT OF INDIVIDUAL TO
THE COMMISSION ON INTER-
NATIONAL RELIGIOUS FREEDOM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to section 201(b)
of the International Religious Freedom
Act of 1998 (22 U.S.C. 6431) and the
order of the House of January 3, 2017, of
the following individual on the part of
the House to the Commission on Inter-
national Religious Freedom for a term
ending May 14, 2020:

Ms. Anurima Bhargava, Chicago, Illi-
nois, to succeed Mr. Daniel I. Mark
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HONORING THE LIFE OF JOHN
“WOODY” WOOD

(Ms. TENNEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor John ‘“Woody’”’ Wood,
and his loving wife, Candice, or Candy,
two long-time and dear friends of mine.

John, affectionately @ known as
“Woody”’ to his friends and family, is a
true inspiration to all. Woody has en-
dured more than his share of chal-
lenges throughout his life. Woody bold-
ly fought the status quo as a citizen
and, later on, as an elected official in
our community.

As a community servant, his creed
was no different. He fought for the
truth in government and he never com-
promised his integrity, and his word
was worth his weight in gold. Most im-
portantly, he made a difference for all
the people that he served in our com-
munity.

Woody bravely battled liver cancer,
which resulted in a liver transplant,
and now, unfortunately, our dear friend
Woody is fighting pancreatic cancer.

Despite the hardships Woody has
faced throughout his life, he has al-
ways remained courageous in the face
of every foe, including cancer. Woody’s
integrity, compassion, and eternal
sunny outlook on life have been an in-
spiration to all of us.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in pray-
ing for Woody and Candice and their
entire family as they fight the next
battle in Woody’s life.

———

HONORING JERSEY CITY POET
LAUREATE RASHAD WRIGHT

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Rashad Wright on be-
coming Jersey City, New Jersey’s first
poet laureate in more than a decade.

Rashad is a 24-year-old Poetry Slam
Champion and recent graduate of New
Jersey City University. Rashad has
spent the past 6 years performing po-
etry and inspiring people throughout
my district.

His poetry challenges society to im-
prove lives. His spoken word and his
written word are full of power that ex-
ceeds his 24 years of age.

In a piece of prose, titled, ‘‘Between
Lines,” Rashad writes: ‘“As a poet, it
feels like the souls of black folks fire
through my lips.”

He speaks truth through art and
helps elevate everyone who listens. I
am proud to honor a man whose cre-
ativity and passion pull people into po-
etry.

Poet laureate Rashad Wright’s story
is just the beginning. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in celebrating
Rashad for his accomplishments.
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HONORING WREATHS ACROSS
AMERICA

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, one of our finest holiday
traditions will take place this Satur-
day: Wreaths Across America.

Many Americans can recall the
iconic photograph of wreaths on the
tombstones at Arlington National
Cemetery. Snow blankets the ground,
red ribbons adorn the wreaths that lay
on the rows of tombstones as far as the
eye can see.

This annual tribute began in 1992 by
a Maine wreath maker named Morrill
Worcester, who donated 5,000 wreaths
to Arlington National Cemetery in
honor of our fallen heroes.

Today, Wreaths Across America has
grown into a national organization. A
total of 1.2 million wreaths were placed
on markers across the country last
year in more than 1,400 locations, with
more than 200,000 at Arlington alone.

The mission is to remember, honor,
and teach.

As we celebrate with our loved ones,
let us remember all of our military
men and women, especially those we
have lost in service to this Nation.

Thank you to Morrill and to all the
volunteers who honor their memory.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank all of
our troops serving at home and over-
seas and wish them a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

———————

CONGRATULATING FLORIDA
STATE’S GIRLS SOCCER

(Mr. LAWSON of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. LAWSON of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I would like to take this time to
congratulate Florida State University
women’s soccer team for winning the
NCAA national championship over the
North Carolina Tar Heels.

I know we have a lot of Tar Heels
here, and I would like to congratulate
them for their work, too.

These extraordinary women trained
day in and day out to become the
champs that they are today.

Coach Mark Krikorian’s work and re-
lationship with his players speaks vol-
umes to the work they have been able
to accomplish and to develop a pro-
gram that will continue to produce re-
markable results in the future.

I hope these young women continue
to work hard as they grow to new
heights. I encourage them to carry
over the same training, mind-set, and
attitude into all the things that they
do here in life.

I join my fellow alumni and fans
from across the Nation to say con-
gratulations, and go Noles.
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CELEBRATING REVEREND DR. F.N.
WILLIAMS’ 90TH BIRTHDAY

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I
want to take this opportunity to honor
a great force in our community in
Houston, Texas, in Acres Homes. This
coming Sunday, he will celebrate 90
years of age, but decades in the min-
istry, Reverend Dr. F.N. Williams,
whose father preceded him in the min-
istry, whose sons have gone on into the
ministry.

He is a pastor of the Antioch Mis-
sionary Baptist Church in Acres
Homes, one of the oldest churches in
our State.

He is a warrior. He is a fighter for
civil rights and civil justice. He was
there on the front lines when the Hon-
orable Barbara Jordan was elected and
Mickey Leland. But even before that,
he was one who would lead the commu-
nity on addressing their rights and the
right to stand against inequality.

He was a friend of President George
H.W. Bush, who happened to represent
Acres Homes before we had the 18th
Congressional District, which I rep-
resent. They had a relationship. They
fought against drugs in that commu-
nity.

And, as well, he believes in edu-
cation. He believes in young people. He
has a church that reaches those who
are in need.

So tonight, this evening, I am de-
lighted to honor his beloved wife and
his family members, but to say to him:
I salute you on your 90th birthday.
Reverend Dr. F.N. Williams, you are
deserving and, yes, you are a great
American.

———

COWBOY RIDES AWAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. POE) is recognized for 60 minutes
as the designee of the majority leader.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it is
the final showdown scene, and while
there are no swinging doors or clicking
of spurs, eerie signs and sounds of si-
lence or dust swirling behind me, I
stand here today in the people’s House
to speak probably for the last time.

If they would let me cue the sound-
track, the king of country, George
Strait, would sing: ‘“‘Oh, the last good-
bye’s the hardest one to say. This is
where the cowboy rides away.”’

I gave my very first speech as a Mem-
ber of Congress from Texas on Feb-
ruary 1, 2005, after I had come back
from Iraq to see their first free elec-
tions ever. I went to Iraq, along with
Chris Shays, a Congressman from Con-
necticut. Since that first speech, some
might say I haven’t shut up, and, well,
they are probably right, Mr. Speaker.

I spoke, I understand according to
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, over 2,000
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times in my 14 years serving the good
people of the Second Congressional
District of the State of Texas—some
very well received, I might add. My
staff might say, however, some not so
much.

They have gotten a few calls over the
years asking, ‘“‘Did your boss really say
that?”’—more often than not, ‘“What in
the world was he talking about?”’

I have probably spoken more about
Texas and the way we do things there
than anyplace else. You, Mr. Speaker,
being from Louisiana, understand how
important it is to love where we are
from.

And I say things a little bit different
than folks up here in ‘“Warshington.”
And, yes, that is ‘“Warshington” with
an R.

I am not going to relive every mo-
ment in a sad song good-bye, but there
are a few things that I came here to
say and do in my 14 years, and I would
like to say some of those again.

First of all, thank you, thank you to
the people of the State of Texas for
trusting me to be their voice, their ad-
vocate here in this amazing place, the
United States House of Representa-
tives. It has been an honor of a life-
time.

I came here to advocate for issues
that are important, important back
home to the folks in Texas. And
through the mud and the blood and the
beer, I fought day and night to make
sure that the interests of Texas came
first. And there are a lot of them, Mr.
Speaker.

I vowed that crime victims would
have a voice; that those who serve and
have served our great Nation in the
military would receive the honors that
they earn and deserve; to protect our
privacy and make sure our most impor-
tant right to freedom of speech was
fiercely protected, protected by us in
the House of Representatives.

If T look back, my order of priorities
came about at an early age. I owe my
career in public service to my grand-
mother, my mother’s mother, and I can
probably credit her with my outspoken
opinions. She instilled in me the non-
negotiable duty to serve.

That is what life is all about: to
serve, to serve others. So I have. I have
always been in public service.

I was in the United States Air Force
Reserves. Then I taught school. That
was too hard, so I went to law school,
and I became a lawyer and a prosecutor
in the district attorney’s office in
Houston, where I was the chief felony
prosecutor. I spent 22 years on the dis-
trict court bench in Houston, Texas,
trying criminal cases, and now I am
here in the United States Congress.

My grandmother educated me in the
ways of the world more than anyone in
my life, but unfortunately, to her dis-
may, I broke her staunchest Southern
belief: being a Democrat. I don’t know
that she ever forgave me for being a
Republican. Probably, she hasn’t. She
is still rolling over in her grave won-
dering where she went wrong all those
years.
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I was a Reagan Republican from the
first time I saw Reagan speak at the
1968 Republican Convention in Miami
Beach, when I was a representative
from the College Students for Reagan.

My dyed-in-the-wool Democrat
grandmother couldn’t stand it, and she
let me know, but that is one of the
things I admired most about her. Well,
to put it nicely, she was bluntly truth-
ful. I never doubted what she said. And
if she had told me that it was raining
in my house, I would have run home
and started putting plastic over the
furniture.

She taught me to say: ‘“‘And that is
just the way it is.” I think we can all
agree I took that lesson pretty well.

Another person in my life who taught
me a lesson or two—some hard ones
growing up, I might add—was my dad,
Virgil Poe. Now 93, he hasn’t stopped
giving me advice, and he doesn’t mind
giving anybody advice whether they
ask for it or not. He really is the great-
est man I know. A charter member of
the Greatest Generation, he went off to
the great World War II when he was 18.
He represents everything that is good
and right about our country.

He and my mom, who is also 93, have
been married for 73 years. She gives me
quite a bunch of advice as well. They
still live in Houston, not far from
where I grew up. They still go to the
same church, and they set examples for
our family on how to do things the
right way.

They are from a generation that be-
lieved in God, country, and family, and
good old-fashioned American hard
work.

Although they both grew up very
poor in the Depression, they never
thought they were victims, but they
believed that here, only here in Amer-
ica, could they and would they have a
good life. It was from them that I
learned how important it was to be an
American.

We are unusual people in an unusual
country, and we should be proud of
that fact. Never should we apologize
for who we are. We must never forget
that what sets us apart from the rest of
the world—it is a basic word. We use it
a lot, but it has great meaning. And
that word is ‘‘freedom.”

The most important right we have as
Americans is, really, the freedom of
speech. It is first because it is the most
important. It is the very core of who
we are as people. Without the First
Amendment, freedom of religion, free-
dom of press, freedom of assembly, the
right to petition government, and the
rest of the amendments really don’t
make a lot of sense.

Of course, the Second was written to
protect the First. Some of my friends
in Texas believe that the Second
Amendment is more important than
the First, but it is not. It is the Second
Amendment because it is to protect the
First.

Nowhere in the Constitution is the
word ‘‘fair’” mentioned. Speech is to be
free, not necessarily fair. Fair means
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