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So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.

———

ENDANGERED SALMON
PREDATION PREVENTION ACT

Mr.

LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I ask

unanimous consent to take from the
Speaker’s table the bill (S. 3119) to
allow for the taking of sea lions on the
Columbia River and its tributaries to
protect endangered and threatened spe-
cies of salmon and other nonlisted fish
species, and ask for its immediate con-
sideration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. HIG-
GINS of Louisiana). Is there objection
to the request of the gentleman from
Colorado?

There was no objection.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 3119

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Endangered
Salmon Predation Prevention Act”.

SEC. 2. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

It is the sense of the Congress that—

(1) preventing predation by sea lions, re-
covery of listed salmonid stocks, and pre-
venting future listings of fish stocks in the
Columbia River under the Endangered Spe-
cies Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) is a
vital priority; and

(2) the Federal Government should con-
tinue to fund lethal and nonlethal removal,
and deterrence, measures for preventing such
predation.

SEC. 3. TAKING OF SEA LIONS ON THE COLUMBIA
RIVER AND ITS TRIBUTARIES TO
PROTECT ENDANGERED AND
THREATENED SPECIES OF SALMON
AND OTHER NONLISTED FISH SPE-
CIES.

Section 120(f) of the Marine Mammal Pro-
tection Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. 1389(f)) is
amended to read as follows:

“(f) TEMPORARY MARINE MAMMAL REMOVAL
AUTHORITY ON THE WATERS OF THE COLUMBIA
RIVER OR ITS TRIBUTARIES.—

“ REMOVAL AUTHORITY.—Notwith-
standing any other provision of this Act, the
Secretary may issue a permit to an eligible
entity to authorize the intentional lethal
taking on the waters of the Columbia River
and its tributaries of individually identifi-
able sea lions that are part of a population
or stock that is not categorized under this
Act as depleted or strategic for the purpose
of protecting—

““(A) species of salmon, steelhead, or
eulachon that are listed as endangered spe-
cies or threatened species under the Endan-
gered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et
seq.); and

‘“(B) species of lamprey or sturgeon that
are not so listed as endangered or threatened
but are listed as a species of concern.

¢‘(2) PERMIT PROCESS.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—AnN eligible entity may
apply to the Secretary for a permit under
this subsection.

“(B) TIMELINES AND PROCEDURES OF APPLI-
CATION.—The timelines and procedures de-
scribed in subsection (c¢) shall apply to appli-
cations for permits under this subsection in
the same manner such timelines apply to ap-
plications under subsection (b).

‘“(C) COORDINATION.—The Secretary shall
establish procedures to coordinate issuance
of permits under this subsection, including
application procedures and timelines, delega-
tion and revocation of permits to and be-
tween eligible entities, monitoring, periodic
review, and geographic, seasonal take, and
species-specific considerations.

‘(D) DURATION OF PERMIT.—A permit under
this subsection shall be effective for a period
of not more than 5 years, and may be re-
newed by the Secretary.

““(3) LIMITATIONS ON ANNUAL TAKINGS.—The
Secretary shall apply the process for deter-
mining limitations on annual take of sea
lions under subsection (c) to determinations
on limitations under this subsection, and the
cumulative number of sea lions authorized to
be taken each year under all permits in ef-
fect under this subsection shall not exceed 10
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percent of the annual potential biological re-
moval level for sea lions.

‘(4) QUALIFIED INDIVIDUALS.—Intentional
lethal takings under this subsection shall—

““(A) be humane within the meaning of
such term under section 3(4);

‘(B) require that capture, husbandry,
transportation, and euthanasia protocols are
based on standards propagated by an Institu-
tional Animal Care and Use Committee and
that primary euthanasia be limited to hu-
mane chemical methods; and

“(C) be implemented by agencies or quali-
fied individuals described in subsection
(c)(4), or by individuals employed by the eli-
gible entities described in paragraph (6).

‘() SUSPENSION OF PERMITTING AUTHOR-
1TY.—If, 5 years after the date of the enact-
ment of the Endangered Salmon Predation
Prevention Act, the Secretary, after con-
sulting with State and tribal fishery man-
agers, determines that lethal removal au-
thority is no longer necessary to protect
salmonid and other fish species from sea lion
predation, the Secretary shall suspend the
issuance of permits under this subsection.

¢‘(6) ELIGIBLE ENTITY DEFINED.—

‘“(A) DEFINITION.—In this subsection, the
term ‘eligible entity’ means—

‘(i) with respect to removal in the
mainstem of the Columbia River, from river
mile 112 to the McNary Dam and its tribu-
taries in the State of Washington, and its
tributaries in the State of Oregon above Bon-
neville Dam, the State of Washington, the
State of Oregon, and the State of Idaho;

‘(ii) with respect to removal in the
mainstem Columbia River from river mile
112 to the McNary Dam and its tributaries
within the State of Washington and in any of
its tributaries above Bonneville Dam within
the State of Oregon, the Nez Perce Tribe, the
Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian
Reservation, the Confederated Tribes of the
Warm Springs Reservation of Oregon, and
the Confederated Tribes and Bands of the
Yakama Nation; and

‘‘(iii) with respect to removal in the Wil-
lamette River and other tributaries of the
Columbia River within the State of Oregon
below Bonneville Dam, a committee recog-
nized by the Secretary under subparagraph
(D).

‘“(B) DELEGATION AUTHORITY.—The Sec-
retary may allow eligible entities described
in clause (i) or (ii) of subparagraph (A) to
delegate their authority under a permit
under this subsection to the Columbia River
Intertribal Fish Commission for removal in
the mainstem of the Columbia River above
river mile 112 and below McNary Dam, in the
Columbia River tributaries in the State of
Washington, or in tributaries within the
State of Oregon above Bonneville Dam and
below McNary Dam.

¢“(C) ADDITIONAL DELEGATION AUTHORITY.—
The Secretary may allow an eligible entity
described in subparagraph (A)(i) to delegate
its authority under a permit under this sub-
section to any entity described in subclause
(i) or (ii) of subparagraph (A) with respect to
removal in the mainstem of the Columbia
River above river mile 112 and below McNary
Dam, in the Columbia River tributaries in
the State of Washington, or in tributaries in
the State of Oregon above Bonneville Dam
and below McNary Dam.

(D) COMMITTEE REQUIREMENTS.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall rec-
ognize a committee established in accord-
ance with this subparagraph as being eligible
for a permit under this subsection, for pur-
poses of subparagraph (A)(iii).

‘‘(ii) MEMBERSHIP.—A committee estab-
lished under this subparagraph shall consist
of the State of Oregon and each of the fol-
lowing:
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“(I) The Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indi-
ans or the Confederated Tribes of the Grand
Ronde Community, or both.

‘(IT) The Confederated Tribes of the Warm
Springs or the Confederated Tribes of the
Umatilla Reservation, or both.

¢“(iii) MAJORITY AGREEMENT REQUIRED.—A
committee established under this subpara-
graph may take action with respect to a per-
mit application and removal under this sub-
section only with majority agreement by the
committee members.

“(iv) NONAPPLICABILITY OF FACA.—The Fed-
eral Advisory Committee Act (b U.S.C. App.)
shall not apply to a committee established
under this subparagraph.

“(7) INDIVIDUAL EXCEPTION.—For purposes
of this subsection, any sea lion located up-
stream of river mile 112 and downstream of
McNary Dam, or in any tributary to the Co-
lumbia River that includes spawning habitat
of threatened or endangered salmon or
steelhead is deemed to be individually iden-
tifiable.

‘“(8) SIGNIFICANT NEGATIVE IMPACT EXCEP-
TION.—For purposes of this subsection, any
sea lion located in the mainstem of the Co-
lumbia River upstream of river mile 112 and
downstream of McNary Dam, or in any tribu-
tary to the Columbia River that includes
spawning habitat of threatened or endan-
gered salmon or steelhead is deemed to be
having a significant negative impact, within
the meaning of subsection (b)(1).

‘“(9) DEFINITION.—In this subsection, the
term ‘Indian tribe’ has the meaning given
such term in section 4 of the Indian Self-De-
termination and Education Assistance Act
(25 U.S.C. 5304).”.

SEC. 4. TREATY RIGHTS OF FEDERALLY RECOG-
NIZED INDIAN TRIBES.

Nothing in this Act or the amendments
made by this Act shall be construed to en-
large, confirm, adjudicate, affect, or modify
any treaty or other right of an Indian tribe
(as defined in section 4 of the Indian Self-De-
termination and Education Assistance Act
(25 U.S.C. 5304)).

SEC. 5. REPORT.

Not later than 3 years after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Com-
merce shall study and report to Congress on
the effects of deterrence and the lethal tak-
ing of sea lions on the recovery of endan-
gered and threatened salmon and steelhead
stocks in the waters of the Columbia River
and the tributaries of the Columbia River
subject to section 120(f) of the Marine Mam-
mal Protection Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. 1389(f)),
as amended by this Act.

The bill was ordered to be read a
third time, was read the third time,
and passed, and a motion to reconsider
was laid on the table.

APPOINTMENT OF INDIVIDUAL TO
THE COMMISSION ON INTER-
NATIONAL RELIGIOUS FREEDOM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to section 201(b)
of the International Religious Freedom
Act of 1998 (22 U.S.C. 6431) and the
order of the House of January 3, 2017, of
the following individual on the part of
the House to the Commission on Inter-
national Religious Freedom for a term
ending May 14, 2020:

Ms. Anurima Bhargava, Chicago, Illi-
nois, to succeed Mr. Daniel I. Mark
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HONORING THE LIFE OF JOHN
“WOODY” WOOD

(Ms. TENNEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor John ‘“Woody’”’ Wood,
and his loving wife, Candice, or Candy,
two long-time and dear friends of mine.

John, affectionately @ known as
“Woody”’ to his friends and family, is a
true inspiration to all. Woody has en-
dured more than his share of chal-
lenges throughout his life. Woody bold-
ly fought the status quo as a citizen
and, later on, as an elected official in
our community.

As a community servant, his creed
was no different. He fought for the
truth in government and he never com-
promised his integrity, and his word
was worth his weight in gold. Most im-
portantly, he made a difference for all
the people that he served in our com-
munity.

Woody bravely battled liver cancer,
which resulted in a liver transplant,
and now, unfortunately, our dear friend
Woody is fighting pancreatic cancer.

Despite the hardships Woody has
faced throughout his life, he has al-
ways remained courageous in the face
of every foe, including cancer. Woody’s
integrity, compassion, and eternal
sunny outlook on life have been an in-
spiration to all of us.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in pray-
ing for Woody and Candice and their
entire family as they fight the next
battle in Woody’s life.

———

HONORING JERSEY CITY POET
LAUREATE RASHAD WRIGHT

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Rashad Wright on be-
coming Jersey City, New Jersey’s first
poet laureate in more than a decade.

Rashad is a 24-year-old Poetry Slam
Champion and recent graduate of New
Jersey City University. Rashad has
spent the past 6 years performing po-
etry and inspiring people throughout
my district.

His poetry challenges society to im-
prove lives. His spoken word and his
written word are full of power that ex-
ceeds his 24 years of age.

In a piece of prose, titled, ‘‘Between
Lines,” Rashad writes: ‘“As a poet, it
feels like the souls of black folks fire
through my lips.”

He speaks truth through art and
helps elevate everyone who listens. I
am proud to honor a man whose cre-
ativity and passion pull people into po-
etry.

Poet laureate Rashad Wright’s story
is just the beginning. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in celebrating
Rashad for his accomplishments.
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HONORING WREATHS ACROSS
AMERICA

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, one of our finest holiday
traditions will take place this Satur-
day: Wreaths Across America.

Many Americans can recall the
iconic photograph of wreaths on the
tombstones at Arlington National
Cemetery. Snow blankets the ground,
red ribbons adorn the wreaths that lay
on the rows of tombstones as far as the
eye can see.

This annual tribute began in 1992 by
a Maine wreath maker named Morrill
Worcester, who donated 5,000 wreaths
to Arlington National Cemetery in
honor of our fallen heroes.

Today, Wreaths Across America has
grown into a national organization. A
total of 1.2 million wreaths were placed
on markers across the country last
year in more than 1,400 locations, with
more than 200,000 at Arlington alone.

The mission is to remember, honor,
and teach.

As we celebrate with our loved ones,
let us remember all of our military
men and women, especially those we
have lost in service to this Nation.

Thank you to Morrill and to all the
volunteers who honor their memory.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank all of
our troops serving at home and over-
seas and wish them a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

———————

CONGRATULATING FLORIDA
STATE’S GIRLS SOCCER

(Mr. LAWSON of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. LAWSON of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I would like to take this time to
congratulate Florida State University
women’s soccer team for winning the
NCAA national championship over the
North Carolina Tar Heels.

I know we have a lot of Tar Heels
here, and I would like to congratulate
them for their work, too.

These extraordinary women trained
day in and day out to become the
champs that they are today.

Coach Mark Krikorian’s work and re-
lationship with his players speaks vol-
umes to the work they have been able
to accomplish and to develop a pro-
gram that will continue to produce re-
markable results in the future.

I hope these young women continue
to work hard as they grow to new
heights. I encourage them to carry
over the same training, mind-set, and
attitude into all the things that they
do here in life.

I join my fellow alumni and fans
from across the Nation to say con-
gratulations, and go Noles.
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