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rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
WITH RESPECT TO UKRAINE 
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 

move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 1162) expressing 
the sense of the House of Representa-
tives with respect to Ukraine, and for 
other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1162 

Whereas the United States is committed to 
supporting international norms and agree-
ments governing the peaceful relations be-
tween countries; 

Whereas the Russian Federation has re-
peatedly violated international norms and 
agreements by its continuing aggression 
against Ukraine, including directing and 
arming separatist forces in eastern Ukraine 
and forcibly occupying and illegally annex-
ing the Ukrainian territory of Crimea; 

Whereas the Russian Federation continues 
to foment conflict in Ukraine in order to un-
dermine the Ukrainian Government and 
economy; 

Whereas these actions have caused tremen-
dous suffering for the Ukrainian people, with 
thousands of Ukrainians killed both in battle 
and in their homes, and hundreds of thou-
sands made refugees; 

Whereas the Russian Federation continues 
to deny any responsibility for the destruc-
tion of Malaysian Airlines flight 17 over 
Ukraine, which killed 298 innocent civilians; 

Whereas the Russian Federation has con-
tinuously failed to meet its commitments 
under the Minsk II agreement; 

Whereas the United States and its allies 
and partners around the world continue to 
support the Ukrainian people in their efforts 
to strengthen their government, economy, 
and military in order to bring peace and 
prosperity to their country and to the sur-
rounding region; 

Whereas the United States and its allies 
and partners around the world have imposed 
punitive sanctions and other measures 
against the Russian Federation for its con-
tinued aggression against Ukraine, including 
its occupation of Crimea; 

Whereas the Russian Federation continues 
to expand its aggression against Ukraine, in-
cluding militarization of the Azov Sea and 
blockading the Kerch Strait in contraven-
tion of international norms and agreements; 

Whereas, on November 25, 2018, the Russian 
Federation fired upon and rammed Ukrain-
ian vessels attempting to pass through the 
Kerch Strait and seized the Ukrainian ves-
sels and their crews: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) condemns the Russian Federation’s fir-
ing upon, ramming, and seizing Ukrainian 
vessels and crews attempting to pass 
through the Kerch Strait on November 25, 
2018, as violations of binding international 
norms and agreements; 

(2) calls on the Russian Federation to im-
mediately return the Ukrainian vessels and 
their crews to Ukraine; 

(3) calls on the Russian Federation to cease 
its violation of Ukraine’s sovereignty and its 
efforts to prevent Ukrainian vessels from 
transiting the Kerch Strait, as is Ukraine’s 

right under international norms and agree-
ments; 

(4) reaffirms the United States commit-
ment to provide the people of Ukraine with 
political, economic, and security assistance 
to enable them to secure their independence, 
democracy, and prosperity; and 

(5) encourages the President and allies and 
partners of the United States to hold the 
Russian Federation accountable for its ongo-
ing aggression against Ukraine. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) and the 
gentleman from New York (Mr. ENGEL) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Florida. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and to in-
clude extraneous material on this 
measure. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank Chair-
man ROYCE and esteemed Ranking 
Member ENGEL for their swift action in 
putting this important and timely res-
olution together in support of the peo-
ple of Ukraine. 

For far too long, we have witnessed 
Putin’s increased aggression against 
Ukraine, directing and arming sepa-
ratist forces on Ukraine soil and forc-
ibly occupying and annexing the 
Ukrainian territory of Crimea. 

More recently, Russian forces were 
firing upon, ramming, and seizing 
Ukrainian vessels and crews attempt-
ing to pass through the Kerch Strait, 
in clear violation of international 
norms and agreements. 

The 2014 destruction of Malaysia Air-
lines flight 17 that killed close to 300 
people also demonstrated the threat to 
civilians in this conflict. Until this 
day, Putin continues to deny any re-
sponsibility for that heinous act. 
Meanwhile, thousands of Ukrainians 
continue to be killed fighting for their 
basic freedoms that we as Americans 
hold dear, while hundreds of thousands 
flee looking for a safe haven. 

Mr. Speaker, Putin’s actions are sim-
ply unacceptable, and the United 
States and our allies must stand strong 
against Russia. That is why this reso-
lution is so important. We must make 
it clear that we truly support the peo-
ple of Ukraine and their aspirations for 
a free and democratic society. 

For that, it is crucial that the United 
States provides the kind of assist-
ance—politically, militarily, and eco-
nomically—that will allow Ukraine to 
fight Russia’s increasing coercion. We 
must also use all of the tools at our 
disposal, because these are not isolated 
issues, to ensure that Putin and his re-
gime pay a heavy price for Russia’s ag-
gression. 

Through this resolution and other 
measures, we can demonstrate to Putin 
and the world that we are paying close 
attention, that we will continue to sup-
port the people of Ukraine and do what 
is necessary to protect Ukraine and 
other countries threatened by his im-
perial ambitions, and to ensure that 
they can live in peace and live in secu-
rity. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this measure to condemn 
Putin’s despotic rule, and I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of this 
measure. 

Let me start by thanking Chairman 
ROYCE for bringing this measure for-
ward. He and I introduced this resolu-
tion a few weeks ago after the latest 
flare-up of Russian aggression in 
Ukraine. 

I also want to thank the gentle-
woman from Florida, who has always, 
through the years, time and time 
again, been standing up with us for 
what is right and really showing a 
great moral compass. 

I am glad that, as we wrap up this 
Congress and as Chairman ROYCE wraps 
up a distinguished career as a Member 
of the House, we are again working to-
gether, working across the aisle with a 
bipartisan commitment to American 
leadership and American values. That 
has been the hallmark of the Foreign 
Affairs Committee in the 6 years Mr. 
ROYCE has been chairman and I have 
been ranking member. I am grateful 
that we are going out of this Congress 
on the same, positive, good note. 

Mr. Speaker, this measure is another 
opportunity for the House to go on 
record condemning the aggressive and 
destructive behavior of Russia under 
Vladimir Putin. Russia had shredded 
international norms and laws with its 
illegal occupation of Crimea, its vio-
lent campaign in eastern Ukraine, the 
downing of Malaysia Airlines flight 17, 
and Russia’s ceaseless shirking of its 
obligations under the Minsk II peace 
agreement, all at a cost of thousands of 
lives. 

Most recently, Russia has blockaded 
the Kerch Strait and militarized the 
Sea of Azov. A few weeks ago, Russian 
forces fired on Ukrainian vessels at-
tempting to pass through the strait, ul-
timately seizing the vessels and their 
crews as well. 

What is remarkable about this latest 
action, Mr. Speaker, is just how brazen 
it is. Typically, Putin has always made 
sure that there is some veil of 
deniability over his dirty work so that 
he can say up is down and cast blame 
somewhere else. 

But this time, Russian forces are op-
erating out in the open. It is almost as 
though Putin thinks he can turn the 
international order on its head and 
there won’t be any consequences. I can-
not imagine where he got that idea. 

My measure that we are now consid-
ering says that Russia’s latest aggres-
sion cannot stand. It calls upon the 
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Kremlin to immediately return the 
captured vessels and crews and to end 
its violation of Ukrainian sovereignty. 
It reaffirms our support for Ukrainian 
independence, democracy, and pros-
perity, and it calls on the Trump ad-
ministration to hold Russia account-
able, to make sure there will be con-
sequences for this sort of behavior. 

We hope the administration hears us 
and acts accordingly, and we hope the 
people of Ukraine and the thugs run-
ning Russia hear us and know that 
Congress won’t stay silent in the face 
of Moscow’s outrageous behavior. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 4 
minutes to the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. LEVIN), who has been a Mem-
ber of this House for many years and 
has done wonderful work. 

(Mr. LEVIN asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

b 1600 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I will start 
first by applauding the leadership of 
this committee: Mr. ROYCE, who has 
worked so hard, and the gentlewoman 
from Florida. 

We went to Bosnia together some 
years ago, and they have worked so 
closely with Mr. ENGEL. I think it real-
ly demonstrates what can be done 
when people work together. 

The Congressional Ukraine Caucus 
cochairs—Representatives MARCY KAP-
TUR, ANDY HARRIS, BRIAN FITZPATRICK, 
and I—issued this statement rebuking 
the Russian Federation’s aggressive at-
tack on Ukraine near the Kerch Strait 
in the Sea of Azov: ‘‘As cochairs of the 
Congressional Ukraine Caucus, we 
strongly condemn Russia’s dangerous 
naval assault on Ukrainian ships. This 
episode, as well as Russia’s blockade of 
Ukrainian ports, is a deeply disturbing 
sign of continued Russian aggression in 
its efforts to tighten its bloody grip 
and illegitimate occupation of the Cri-
mean peninsula. 

‘‘We join the international com-
mittee and our NATO allies in resolute 
affirmation of the fact that Crimea and 
its surrounding waters belong to 
Ukraine. We call on Russian authori-
ties, in accordance with international 
law, to cease any and all interference 
with access to Ukrainian ports and the 
Azov Sea. Russia must end this bloody 
and unjust occupation of Ukrainian 
sovereign territory.’’ 

I was in Ukraine at the time of the 
Russian attack. I was at meetings 
where the President of Ukraine spoke 
out clearly against the Russian action 
on behalf of the people of Ukraine. He 
also spoke out on what was the main 
aim of Russia’s military actions: to un-
dermine Ukraine’s efforts to build de-
mocracy. 

Today, there is a dangerous tilt to 
authoritarianism in many places 
around the world. This makes 

Ukraine’s struggle to resist aggression, 
safeguard its independence, and de-
velop democracy all the more impor-
tant. 

Ukraine has witnessed firsthand that 
the challenges of democracy are not 
easily overcome. That makes it all the 
more important to overcome the 
threats to democracy, such as injustice 
and corruption. 

The United States must support 
Ukraine in its efforts. We must deepen 
our determination to help the fight for 
freedom and democracy, never making 
heroes out of dictators. That is what 
this resolution is all about. May it pass 
unanimously. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Mr. ENGEL and 
thank my pal from Florida for their 
work. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield such time as he may consume to 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
ROYCE), who is our esteemed chairman 
of our Foreign Affairs Committee. 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, last month’s Russian attack on 
Ukrainian vessels attempting to pass 
through the Kerch Strait is a dramatic 
reminder of Vladimir Putin’s continued 
aggression. This was not an isolated in-
cident. Russia has opened a new front 
in the Sea of Azov, where it is attempt-
ing to choke off Ukrainian imports and 
exports and greatly undermine 
Ukraine’s economy. 

This is a dangerous escalation. In the 
past, Moscow has attempted to disguise 
its armed intervention in Ukraine by 
claiming that its troops and weapons 
in the eastern regions belong to the 
separatist entities there. 

Now let me share with you, Mr. 
Speaker, the reality that, in the east, 
there is Russian armor. ELIOT ENGEL 
and I traveled to Dnipropetrovsk in the 
east, in the Russian-speaking east of 
Ukraine, with a delegation of four Re-
publicans and four Democrats. We trav-
eled in order to talk to those who were 
trying to deal with the fact that Rus-
sian military was rolling over prov-
inces in Ukraine. But now Russia is 
openly using its own military against 
Ukraine in the territory of Crimea that 
it has illegally occupied and annexed. 
They are using the fleet. 

The United States and its allies and 
partners must hold Russia accountable. 
Failure to do so may be interpreted by 
Moscow as a green light to go even fur-
ther, a miscalculation that could result 
in a dangerous military escalation. 

This resolution sends two messages. 
The first is to the Ukrainian people, to 
demonstrate that we remain com-
mitted in assisting them in their fight 
for freedom. The second, of course, is 
to Moscow, to make clear that the U.S. 
will oppose Russian aggression when-
ever it occurs. 

I urge the President to ensure, by his 
words and actions, that Moscow under-
stands the potential consequences of 
its actions and the commitment of the 
United States to the freedom, sov-
ereignty, and independence of Ukraine. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this resolution. 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, in closing, 
I am worried that Vladimir Putin is be-
coming emboldened because he has 
faced no real consequences for his on-
going violations of international law. I 
am glad we are considering this resolu-
tion today, saying that he should face 
consequences. 

I wish we had more time in this Con-
gress to work on legislation that could 
make those consequences real. I am 
committed to staying focused on this 
issue when we come back in January. 

For now, I am glad we are sending 
this message, and I am glad to stand 
shoulder to shoulder as I have so many 
times over the past 6 years with my 
friend, ED ROYCE, as we pass this meas-
ure. 

Mr. Speaker, again, I thank the gen-
tlewoman from Florida, ILEANA ROS- 
LEHTINEN. I ask all Members to support 
this, and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, Ukraine remains under 
assault from Moscow, which is betting 
that the West is tiring of the struggle 
and that it is free now to expand its ag-
gression. Silence on our part at this 
critical moment invites miscalculation 
and an escalation of the conflict. 

We must demonstrate by our words 
and actions that we remain fully com-
mitted to assisting the people of 
Ukraine to defend their country, in-
cluding by providing them with the 
weapons they need to defeat Russia’s 
continuing aggression. A slap on the 
wrist at this point will not restrain 
Putin and may guarantee the expan-
sion of hostilities that we hope to 
avoid. 

We strongly encourage the President 
to use the authority that Congress has 
provided to impose sanctions on Russia 
and to take action to make clear that 
we remain committed to the sov-
ereignty of the Ukrainian people and a 
Ukraine that is whole and free. 

I want to thank my colleague from 
New York (Mr. ENGEL) for authoring 
this very important measure and, most 
importantly, for his consistent leader-
ship on Ukraine. At the end of my serv-
ice in this body, I thank him for the 
many years of friendship and coopera-
tion as we worked together to promote 
the interests and the values of the 
American people around the world. 

It has been a real joy, and I thank 
Mr. ENGEL for sharing that ride with 
me. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms. 
ROS-LEHTINEN) that the House suspend 
the rules and agree to the resolution, 
H. Res. 1162. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 
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NICARAGUAN INVESTMENT CONDI-

TIONALITY ACT (NICA) OF 2017 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent to take 
from the Speaker’s table the bill (H.R. 
1918) to oppose loans at international 
financial institutions for the Govern-
ment of Nicaragua unless the Govern-
ment of Nicaragua is taking effective 
steps to hold free, fair, and transparent 
elections, and for other purposes, with 
the Senate amendment thereto, and 
concur in the Senate amendment. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Clerk will report the Senate amend-
ment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Senate amendment: 
Strike all after the enacting clause and in-

sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘Nicaragua Human Rights and 
Anticorruption Act of 2018’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows: 

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 
Sec. 2. Sense of Congress on advancing a nego-

tiated solution to Nicaragua’s cri-
sis. 

Sec. 3. Statement of policy. 
Sec. 4. Restrictions on international financial 

institutions relating to Nicaragua. 
Sec. 5. Imposition of targeted sanctions with re-

spect to Nicaragua. 
Sec. 6. Annual certification and waiver. 
Sec. 7. Report on human rights violations and 

corruption in Nicaragua. 
Sec. 8. Civil society engagement strategy. 
Sec. 9. Reform of Western Hemisphere Drug 

Policy Commission. 
Sec. 10. Termination. 
Sec. 11. Definitions. 
SEC. 2. SENSE OF CONGRESS ON ADVANCING A 

NEGOTIATED SOLUTION TO 
NICARAGUA’S CRISIS. 

It is the sense of Congress that— 
(1) credible negotiations between the Govern-

ment of Nicaragua and representatives of 
Nicaragua’s civil society, student movement, pri-
vate sector, and political opposition, mediated 
by the Catholic Church in Nicaragua, represent 
the best opportunity to reach a peaceful solu-
tion to the current political crisis that in-
cludes— 

(A) a commitment to hold early elections that 
meet democratic standards and permit credible 
international electoral observation; 

(B) the cessation of the violence perpetrated 
against civilians by the National Police of Nica-
ragua and by armed groups supported by the 
Government of Nicaragua; and 

(C) independent investigations into the 
killings of protesters; and 

(2) negotiations between the Government of 
Nicaragua and representatives of Nicaragua’s 
civil society, student movement, private sector, 
and political opposition, mediated by the Catho-
lic Church in Nicaragua, have not resulted in 
an agreement as of the date of the enactment of 
this Act because the Government of Nicaragua 
has failed to credibly participate in the process. 
SEC. 3. STATEMENT OF POLICY. 

It is the policy of the United States to sup-
port— 

(1) the rule of law and an independent judici-
ary and electoral council in Nicaragua; 

(2) democratic governance in Nicaragua; 
(3) free and fair elections overseen by credible 

domestic and international observers in Nica-
ragua; and 

(4) anti-corruption and transparency efforts 
in Nicaragua. 

SEC. 4. RESTRICTIONS ON INTERNATIONAL FI-
NANCIAL INSTITUTIONS RELATING 
TO NICARAGUA. 

(a) RESTRICTIONS.—The Secretary of the 
Treasury shall— 

(1) instruct the United States Executive Direc-
tor at each international financial institution of 
the World Bank Group to use the voice, vote, 
and influence of the United States to oppose the 
extension by the International Finance Cor-
poration of any loan or financial or technical 
assistance to the Government of Nicaragua for a 
project in Nicaragua; 

(2) instruct the United States Executive Direc-
tor of the Inter-American Development Bank to 
use the voice, vote, and influence of the United 
States to oppose the extension by the Bank of 
any loan or financial or technical assistance to 
the Government of Nicaragua for a project in 
Nicaragua; and 

(3) instruct the United States Executive Direc-
tor of each other international financial institu-
tion, including the International Monetary 
Fund, to work with other key donor countries to 
develop a coherent policy approach to future 
engagements with and lending to the Govern-
ment of Nicaragua, in a manner that will ad-
vance human rights, including the full restora-
tion of the rights guaranteed to the people of 
Nicaragua through the commitments made by 
the Government of Nicaragua as a signatory of 
the International Covenant on Civil and Polit-
ical Rights. 

(b) EXCEPTIONS FOR BASIC HUMAN NEEDS AND 
DEMOCRACY PROMOTION.—The restrictions 
under paragraphs (1) and (2) of subsection (a) 
shall not apply with respect to any loan or fi-
nancial or technical assistance provided to ad-
dress basic human needs or to promote democ-
racy in Nicaragua. 

(c) BRIEFING BY THE SECRETARY OF THE 
TREASURY.—Not later than 180 days after the 
date of the enactment of this Act, and annually 
thereafter, the Secretary of the Treasury shall 
brief the appropriate congressional committees 
on the effectiveness of international financial 
institutions in enforcing applicable program 
safeguards in Nicaragua. 
SEC. 5. IMPOSITION OF TARGETED SANCTIONS 

WITH RESPECT TO NICARAGUA. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The President shall impose 

the sanctions described in subsection (c) with re-
spect to any foreign person, including any cur-
rent or former official of the Government of 
Nicaragua or any person acting on behalf of 
that Government, that the President deter-
mines— 

(1) to be responsible for or complicit in, or re-
sponsible for ordering, controlling, or otherwise 
directing, or to have knowingly participated in, 
directly or indirectly, any activity described in 
subsection (b); 

(2) to be a leader of— 
(A) an entity that has, or whose members 

have, engaged in any activity described in sub-
section (b); or 

(B) an entity whose property and interests in 
property are blocked under subsection (c)(1)(A) 
as a result of activities related to the tenure of 
the leader; 

(3) to have knowingly materially assisted, 
sponsored, or provided financial, material, or 
technological support for, or goods or services in 
support of— 

(A) an activity described in subsection (b); or 
(B) a person whose property and interests in 

property are blocked under subsection (c)(1)(A); 
or 

(4) to be owned or controlled by, or to have 
knowingly acted or purported to act for or on 
behalf of, directly or indirectly, any person 
whose property and interests in property are 
blocked under subsection (c)(1)(A). 

(b) ACTIVITIES DESCRIBED.—An activity de-
scribed in this subsection is any of the following 
in or in relation to Nicaragua on or after April 
18, 2018: 

(1) Significant acts of violence or conduct that 
constitutes a serious abuse or violation of 

human rights against persons associated with 
the protests in Nicaragua that began on April 
18, 2018. 

(2) Significant actions or policies that under-
mine democratic processes or institutions. 

(3) Acts of significant corruption by or on be-
half of the Government of Nicaragua or a cur-
rent or former official of the Government of 
Nicaragua, including— 

(A) the expropriation of private or public as-
sets for personal gain or political purposes; 

(B) corruption related to government con-
tracts; 

(C) bribery; or 
(D) the facilitation or transfer of the proceeds 

of corruption. 
(4) The arrest or prosecution of a person, in-

cluding an individual or media outlet dissemi-
nating information to the public, primarily be-
cause of the legitimate exercise by such person 
of the freedom of speech, assembly, or the press. 

(c) SANCTIONS DESCRIBED.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The sanctions described in 

this subsection are the following: 
(A) ASSET BLOCKING.—The exercise of all pow-

ers granted to the President by the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 
U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) to the extent necessary to 
block and prohibit all transactions in all prop-
erty and interests in property of a person deter-
mined by the President to be subject to sub-
section (a) if such property and interests in 
property are in the United States, come within 
the United States, or are or come within the pos-
session or control of a United States person. 

(B) EXCLUSION FROM THE UNITED STATES AND 
REVOCATION OF VISA OR OTHER DOCUMENTA-
TION.—In the case of an alien determined by the 
President to be subject to subsection (a), denial 
of a visa to, and exclusion from the United 
States of, the alien, and revocation in accord-
ance with section 221(i) of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1201(i)), of any visa or 
other documentation of the alien. 

(2) PENALTIES.—A person that violates, at-
tempts to violate, conspires to violate, or causes 
a violation of a measure imposed pursuant to 
paragraph (1)(A) or any regulation, license, or 
order issued to carry out paragraph (1)(A) shall 
be subject to the penalties set forth in sub-
sections (b) and (c) of section 206 of the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 
U.S.C. 1705) to the same extent as a person that 
commits an unlawful act described in subsection 
(a) of that section. 

(3) EXCEPTION RELATING TO IMPORTATION OF 
GOODS.—The requirement to block and prohibit 
all transactions in all property and interests in 
property under paragraph (1)(A) shall not in-
clude the authority to impose sanctions on the 
importation of goods. 

(4) EXCEPTION TO COMPLY WITH UNITED NA-
TIONS HEADQUARTERS AGREEMENT.—Sanctions 
under paragraph (1)(B) shall not apply to an 
alien if admitting the alien into the United 
States is necessary to permit the United States 
to comply with the Agreement regarding the 
Headquarters of the United Nations, signed at 
Lake Success June 26, 1947, and entered into 
force November 21, 1947, between the United Na-
tions and the United States, or other applicable 
international obligations. 

(d) IMPLEMENTATION; REGULATORY AUTHOR-
ITY.— 

(1) IMPLEMENTATION.—The President may ex-
ercise all authorities provided under sections 203 
and 205 of the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1702 and 1704) to 
carry out this section. 

(2) REGULATORY AUTHORITY.—The President 
shall issue such regulations, licenses, and orders 
as are necessary to carry out this section. 
SEC. 6. ANNUAL CERTIFICATION AND WAIVER. 

(a) CERTIFICATION.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, and 
annually thereafter, the Secretary of State shall 
submit to the appropriate congressional commit-
tees a report certifying whether the Government 
of Nicaragua is taking effective steps— 
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