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calls the atrocities committed against
the Rohingya what they are—geno-
cide—and asks the government of
Burma to release two innocent journal-
ists who were framed for helping to
bring these crimes to light.

I want to thank my predecessor, as
chair of the Subcommittee on Asia and
the Pacific, Congressman CHABOT, and
Ranking Member ENGEL for intro-
ducing this resolution.

Since August 2017, 700,000 Rohingya
have fled their homes in Rakhine to
neighboring Bangladesh to escape the
horrible violence perpetrated by the
Burmese military. In total, almost a
million Rohingya refugees have been
driven out of their homes in northern
Rakhine and are sheltering in Ban-
gladesh.

They, the Rohingya, didn’t just de-
cide to pick up all their belongings one
day and leave. They are fearing for
their lives, and so they left.

The United Nations released a report
just months ago asserting that the
Burmese military systematically tar-
geted civilians in a manner consistent
with genocidal intent. This fact-finding
mission and other international NGOs
have documented the violence, includ-
ing torture; rape; killing unarmed ci-
vilians, including women and children;
and burning down the Rohingya vil-
lages.

Make no mistake; this is genocide.

In a recent committee hearing on
Burma, I spoke about the importance
of journalists documenting these atroc-
ities. However, we are seeing journal-
ists inside Burma being punished and
jailed for doing the basic requirements
of their job.

This resolution rightly calls for the
release of Wa Lone and Kyaw Soe Oo,
the two Reuters journalists who were
framed wrongfully and sentenced by
the Burmese government to over 7
years in jail after investigating the
very violence we are calling a genocide
here today.

How many more times do we and the
world allow this to happen again? We
either stand together as civilized na-
tions, call this what it is—genocide—or
we look the other way again as nations
of the world did in World War II in
Nazi, Germany, or during the Darfur
genocide.

We either are serious about this or
not.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to join my
fellow colleagues as an original cospon-
sor on this resolution and urge the rest
of the House to join in support. When
we say never again, we must mean
never again. The House is today taking
an important first step and speaking
clearly on these atrocities.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time to close.

Mr. Speaker, I want to, again, thank
my colleagues and Chairman ROYCE for
their hard work on this measure, as al-
ways. This is an important resolution.
It gives a name to the atrocities that
occurred in Rakhine State, calling
them genocide, and urges the Trump
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administration to take appropriate ac-
tion to hold the Burmese military ac-
countable for these crimes.

I agree with what everybody has
mentioned. The resolution also calls
for the release of two journalists
wrongly imprisoned in Burma; and by
passing this resolution today, we not
only speak on behalf of these two jour-
nalists, but call for an open, civil,
transparent, and increasingly demo-
cratic society in Burma.

Mr. Speaker, I hope all Members will
join me in supporting this measure,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I would like
to thank my colleagues on the com-
mittee for actually, again, speaking
with one voice on this issue, especially
the author, Representative CHABOT, but
also Representatives ENGEL, SCHIFF,
YOHO, SHERMAN, COMSTOCK, and CROW-
LEY for joining as original cosponsors.

Mr. Speaker, this past September our
committee convened another hearing
to examine the desperate living condi-
tions of Rohingya refugees in Ban-
gladesh, and again we heard the story
of survivors, all describing the same
methodical, unthinkable acts of terror
perpetrated by the Burmese military
and by the security forces. Witnesses
had no doubt that, based on all the evi-
dence, genocide had occurred.

It is time Congress, the administra-
tion, and the rest of the world called
these atrocities by their rightful name,
and that is genocide.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
ROYCE) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 1091, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

[0 1445
RECOGNIZING THE UNITED
STATES-REPUBLIC OF KOREA
ALLIANCE

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
agree to the resolution (H. Res. 1149)
recognizing that the United States-Re-
public of Korea alliance serves as a
linchpin of regional stability and bilat-
eral security, and exemplifies the
broad and deep military, diplomatic,
economic, and cultural ties shared be-
tween the United States and the Re-
public of Korea.
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The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.
The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:
H. RES. 1149

Whereas the United States Armed Forces
and South Korean troops fought together to
defend the Korean peninsula from Com-
munist aggression before the Korean Armi-
stice Agreement was signed in 1953, and the
United States of America and the Republic
of Korea have continued this camaraderie
since signing the Mutual Defense Treaty Be-
tween the United States and the Republic of
Korea that same year;

Whereas the Republic of Korea is a model
for alliance burden-sharing, currently
hosting 28,5600 American active-duty military
personnel, funding fifty percent of the total
non-personnel costs of the U.S. troop pres-
ence on the Korean peninsula, fielding the
world’s seventh-largest military, and spend-
ing over 2.5 percent of its gross domestic
product on defense;

Whereas the Republic of Korea is among
the closest allies of the United States, hav-
ing contributed troops in support of United
States operations during the Vietnam war,
Gulf war, and operations in Iraq and Afghan-
istan, while also supporting numerous
United Nations peacekeeping missions
throughout the world;

Whereas United States forces on the Ko-
rean Peninsula are critical not only to the
security of the Republic of Korea but also to
protect against adversaries that threaten re-
gional stability and the United States home-
land;

Whereas the U.S.-ROK Combined Forces
Command is the most integrated and effec-
tive combined military command in the
world and, taken together with the United
Nations Command, has formed a structure
that has provided effective defense and de-
terrence on the Korean Peninsula for dec-
ades;

Whereas North Korea has the world’s
fourth-largest military, in addition to poten-
tially as many as 60 nuclear weapons and be-
tween 2,500 and 5,000 metric tons of chemical
weapons;

Whereas the United States supports the
Republic of Korea’s efforts at peace and rec-
onciliation on the Korean Peninsula and rec-
ognizes the critical importance of close pol-
icy coordination between Washington and
Seoul;

Whereas in February 2017, a United Nations
investigatory body confirmed that North
Korea attempted to sell key materials for
constructing miniaturized nuclear warheads,
and found that ballistic missile cooperation
between Iran and North Korea was ‘‘signifi-
cant and meaningful’’;

Whereas the United States and South
Korea share a commitment to democracy,
human rights, and free market principles, as
laid out in the 2009 U.S.-ROK Joint Vision
Statement as the foundation for a 21st cen-
tury ‘‘strategic alliance’” based on shared
values;

Whereas the Republic of Korea actively
contributes to peacekeeping, cybersecurity,
non-proliferation, overseas development as-

sistance, climate change mitigation,
counterterrorism, and post-conflict sta-
bilization;

Whereas the Republic of Korea suffered
economic retaliation from China for install-
ing the United States Theater High Altitude
Area Defense (THAAD) ballistic missile de-
fense system, a measure necessitated by
North Korea’s nuclear and ballistic missile
belligerence;

Whereas Korea is the world’s eleventh-
largest economy and the sixth-largest goods
trading partner of the United States, and
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creates bilateral trade and investment which
supports 400,000 American jobs;

Whereas the United States is the largest
foreign direct investor in the Republic of
Korea, and Korean investment in the United
States is increasing;

Whereas the Republic of Korea evolved
from authoritarian governance to a vibrant,
model democracy that embraces human
rights and the rule of law in a region increas-
ingly challenged by authoritarianism, which
stands in stark contrast to the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea, which commits
human rights violations ‘‘that do not have
any parallel in the contemporary world” ac-
cording to a 2014 United Nations report;

Whereas the Republic of Korea has become
a key stakeholder and an active and con-
structive participant in various inter-
national organizations, including the United
Nations, G-20, Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development, Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation forum, Association of
Southeast Asian Nations Regional Forum,
International Monetary Fund, World Bank,
and World Trade Organization;

Whereas Korean American Day commemo-
rates the first arrival of Koreans to the
United States in 1903 and honors the great
contributions of Korean Americans across all
aspects of society, which will only continue
to grow as this population now numbers
nearly two million citizens and as Korean
students constitute the third-largest source
of foreign students in the United States; and

Whereas the Korean-American community
remains one of the most important bridges
between the Republic of Korea and the
United States and has helped foster deeper
ties between the two nations: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) recognizes that the United States-Re-
public of Korea alliance serves as a linchpin
of regional stability and bilateral security,
and exemplifies the broad and deep military,
diplomatic, economic, and cultural ties
shared between the United States and the
Republic of Korea;

(2) reiterates that the Republic of Korea
and the United States share an interest in
the continued strength of the bilateral alli-
ance, and in further deepening the bilateral
relationship;

(3) emphasizes that the United States-Re-
public of Korea alliance remains not only a
bulwark for peace and stability in Northeast
Asia, but also an exemplar of democratic
values, free market principles, commitment
to universal human rights, and the rule of
law throughout the Indo-Pacific and glob-
ally:;

(4) reaffirms the need for the United States
and the Republic of Korea to stand shoulder-
to-shoulder in continuing to apply the eco-
nomic and financial pressure necessary to
help peacefully end the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea’s dangerous nuclear and
missile programs; and

(5) emphasizes that, regardless of the out-
come of attempted negotiations with the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, the
United States-Republic of Korea alliance
will continue to deter, defend against, and
defeat any outside aggressors, uphold the
peace, and guard the prosperity built by our
two nations.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. ROYCE) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. ENGEL)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.
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GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to
include extraneous material in the
RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, strengthening U.S.-
Korea ties has been one of my top pri-
orities in Congress. As a southern Cali-
fornian, I have seen firsthand how Ko-
rean Americans serve as Dpillars not
only for their communities in the U.S.,
but also for the friendship between the
U.S. and South Korea.

It was an honor to see my former
staff member, Young Kim, represent
my Orange County neighbors and my-
self in the California State Assembly.
She served ably and energetically. Her
story is the same as so many South Ko-
reans who have come to this country
and thrived.

The United States has no better part-
ner in the Asia Pacific than the Repub-
lic of Korea. We signed the KORUS
Free Trade Agreement, which went
into effect in 2012. Since enactment of
the KORUS Free Trade Agreement in
2012, trade has flourished, creating jobs
in America and South Korea. In fact,
South Korea is now our sixth largest
trading partner, and, today, this part-
nership remains as important as ever
as we look at the growing challenges
across Asia.

We stood by Seoul as it was wrong-
fully punished by China for installing
the THAAD ballistic missile defense
system. And we continue to lead in
helping to address the grave and imme-
diate threats North Korea poses to
Seoul and poses to the United States
and our neighboring partners.

Despite recent diplomatic efforts, it
was recently reported that North
Korea has expanded a missile base
along the Chinese border. A nearby sec-
ond facility was also uncovered, while
numerous undeclared missile bases
have now been identified. And last
month, North Korea’s official news
media reported that it successfully
tested a new ‘‘state-of-the-art weapon
that has been long developed . . . sig-
nificantly improving the combat power
of our people’s army.”” That is their
quote.

These provocations and developments
should underscore the threat we face
from North Korea. That is why it is so
important that we continue to press
forward together with a campaign of
maximum financial and diplomatic
pressure. We must remain clear-eyed
that the third generation of the Kim
regime poses just as significant of a
threat to us, our partners, and, most
acutely, the North Korean people as
ever.

Again, the U.S. has no better friend
in Asia or anywhere else in the world
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than South Korea. We must continue
to strengthen this partnership, particu-
larly in the face of the threats we con-
tinue to face.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume, and I
rise in support of this measure.

Mr. Speaker, let me once again start
by thanking Chairman ROYCE. He has
been one of Congress’ most active lead-
ers, if not the most active leader, on
policy related to the Korean Peninsula.
He leaves behind a great legacy after a
distinguished career in this Chamber
and a remarkable record of bipartisan-
ship and leadership on the Foreign Af-
fairs Committee.

The measure before us today affirms
that the United States-Republic of
Korea alliance will continue to defend
against outside aggressors, uphold the
peace, and guard the prosperity built
by our two nations.

This resolution is before us at a crit-
ical time. The American alliance with
South Korea is under intense strain. It
is critical that we coordinate with our
partners in Seoul when it comes to
North Korea, but we see the adminis-
tration and our South Korean partner
are not on the same page when it
comes to this important security issue.
I am deeply concerned about the poten-
tial consequences of this gap between
our administration and our ally, and
many of us in both parties share the
concern.

Now, the question of how we handle
American policy toward North Korea is
very important. This resolution rightly
lays out that we should continue to
apply economic pressure to the Kim re-
gime, but we need to remember sanc-
tions are a tool, not a complete strat-
egy. We need to fully articulate a dip-
lomatic strategy to accompany sanc-
tions and enable them to work prop-
erly.

I also think it is important that our
sanctions policy provides specific hu-
manitarian exemptions. Life-saving
humanitarian aid has never been held
hostage to the political whims of the
Kim family. We need to continue that
tradition and not allow the impover-
ished, mistreated people of North
Korea to pay the price for their dic-
tator’s political machinations.

I agree with the chairman that we
need to put economic pressure on the
North Korean regime. But Congress
should continue to provide space for di-
plomacy and humanitarian assistance,
as we do now in our current sanctions
policy. The resolution before us today
would be a stronger piece of legislation
if it contained mention of this prin-
ciple.

Although I wish the resolution laid
out more explicitly the importance of a
holistic strategy to accompany sanc-
tions, it is a good measure that I am
proud to support.

Our alliance with Korea is of para-
mount importance to our strategic and
security interests, and I am glad this
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measure reaffirms our strong commit-
ment to that partnership.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all Members to
join me in supporting this resolution,
and I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 3 minutes to the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. YOHO), chairman of
the Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on
Asia and the Pacific.

Mr. YOHO. Mr. Speaker, with this
resolution, the United States recog-
nizes its longstanding and multifaceted
relationship with the Republic of
Korea, one that runs much deeper than
the headlines of today’s news may con-
vey.

Once among the world’s poorest
countries and devastated by war less
than 70 years ago, you would find it dif-
ficult to believe the stories of Korea’s
past by visiting Seoul today. I led a bi-
partisan codel to Seoul this September
to meet with members of the par-
liament, Foreign Affairs, Trade, and
Defense Ministries, and North Korean
defectors. The U.S.-South Korea part-
nership is so much more than a mili-
tary alliance. Our partnership cul-
tivated the Miracle on the Han River
and showed the world how a nation can
transition from aid to trade.

As stated, South Korea is now our
sixth largest trading partner and tenth
largest importer of agricultural prod-
ucts. South Korea has lived under the
threat of war since its founding, but it
has managed to lift its people out of
extreme poverty and become an aid
donor, a leader in international fora,
one of the greatest sources of invest-
ment in the United States, and a shin-
ing example to many other countries in
the region.

As revisionist powers challenge the
vision and values that underpin the
South Korean miracle, the United
States needs partners more today than
ever before, partners that embody and
promote the open border from which
we have both deeply benefited.

With this resolution, the House rec-
ognizes the United States’ special bond
with the Republic of Korea, and the
need to deepen and cultivate this part-
nership to promote peace and pros-
perity of both nations well into the fu-
ture.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. SHERMAN), one of our most
senior and ranking members on the
House Committee on Foreign Affairs.
He is ranking member of the Asia and
the Pacific Subcommittee.

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Chairman ROYCE for introducing H.
Res. 1149, which recognizes the impor-
tance of our alliance with South Korea.

As ranking member of the Asia and
the Pacific Subcommittee and a mem-
ber of the Congressional Caucus on
Korea, I am pleased to cosponsor this
resolution with several other Members
of Congress.

The U.S. and South Korea share com-
mon values—democracy, commitment
to justice—but we also share a unique
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bond of history. The United States
military and South Xorean troops
fought side by side to defend the Ko-
rean Peninsula before the Armistice
Agreement of 1953. Today, we continue
to cooperate in order to defend the Ko-
rean Peninsula. In fact, South Korea
currently hosts 28,500 American Active
Duty military personnel.

Only 35 miles separate Seoul from
North Korea, and when I was there
with the chairman, we noticed that
property values are considerably lower
on the north side of Seoul than on the
south side of Seoul. While we have sub-
stantial conventional forces there, no
number of soldiers can deal with the
biggest threat from North Korea;
namely, its nuclear arsenal.

Now, I know it has been tweeted that
we no longer face a nuclear threat from
North Korea, would that that be so.
Secretary of State Pompeo has re-
cently stated that North Korea con-
tinues to make more fissile material,
no doubt using that to make more nu-
clear bombs, even several every year.
And satellite imagery shows that
North Korea is continuing to build and
expand bases for intercontinental bal-
listic missiles.

So we are standing shoulder to shoul-
der with South Korea, but we face a
real threat from North Korea, and we
will not be able to deal with that
threat without the assistance of both
South Korea and Japan.

This resolution reaffirms the need for
the United States and South Korea to
stand shoulder to shoulder in con-
tinuing to apply necessary economic
pressure on North Korea. Toward that
end, I would say that we have scaled
back in substance, if not in legal form,
our sanctions against North Korea,
perhaps falsely believing that a few
words exchanged in Singapore are a
reason to do so.

Recently, we have sent a letter to the
administration, a bipartisan letter urg-
ing them to sanction major Chinese
banks, not just small ones, that have
done business with North Korea in vio-
lation of U.S. law and U.N. sanctions.

Now, it is important also to look at
the Korean American community, and
I am pleased that the resolution recog-
nizes the importance of the bridges cre-
ated by the American Korean commu-
nity between the United States and the
Republic of Korea.

I recently led a letter urging Presi-
dent Trump and President Moon to
make a major priority among North
Korea, the United States, and South
Korea allowing American citizens,
some 100,000 of them, who have rel-
atives in North Korea to at least be al-
lowed to visit their relatives and, even
before that, at least be allowed to talk
to them over the phone. We must rec-
ognize the potential for the Korean
American community to serve the
cause of peace and to help establish a
dialogue.

Again, I thank Chairman ROYCE for
his leadership on this measure and urge
its adoption.
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Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I continue to reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time.

Let me say, Mr. Speaker, I again
thank Chairman ROYCE for his years of
leadership on the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee and his remarkable legacy on
setting the agenda for American policy
in the Korean Peninsula.

The United States-South Korea alli-
ance is essential to our strategic pos-
ture in Asia. Our commitment to the
Republic of Korea will persevere as a
critical part of American foreign pol-
icy. It should be our utmost priority to
deepen and strengthen our cooperation,
and this resolution continues and aids
that strong partnership.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support the passage of this resolution,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, first of all, I again rec-
ognize and thank ELIOT ENGEL for his
work on all of these measures, and I
also recognize the importance of the
U.S.-South Korean partnership. I have
discussed the importance of that de-
fense relationship as we stood shoulder
to shoulder during the Korean war and
how our economic partnership, bol-
stered by the enactment of the KORUS
FTA, supports 400,000 American jobs.

O 1500

While we discuss the importance of
this partnership, I want to recognize
that there is no greater bridge between
our countries than the Korean Amer-
ican community. Since first arriving in
the United States in 1903, they have
worked tirelessly to form closer bonds
between the United States and South
Korea. And looking forward, the U.S.
will remain committed to this impor-
tant relationship.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to voice my strong support for H. Res.
1149 and the alliance between the United
States and the Republic of Korea.

Our two nations have forged an important
military alliance and strong economic and dip-
lomatic friendship built on shared support for
democracy, free markets and human rights. |
have long advocated for increasing the Amer-
ican commitment to the Indo-Asia-Pacific re-
gion, with the important U.S.-Korean relation-
ship central to that strategy.

Both of our nations are threatened by North
Korea’s nuclear program. With nuclear talks at
an apparent standstill, the current reduction in
bilateral military exercises may be harming
joint readiness with little to show for it. | will
continue to urge the administration to conduct
exercises when militarily necessary and sepa-
rate our military cooperation with South Korea
from ongoing negotiations about North Korea’s
nuclear program.

The United States and the Republic of
Korea share a desire to eliminate the threat
posed by North Korea’s nuclear and missile
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programs and secure a lasting peace on the
Korean Peninsula. By working together as al-
lies and friends we increase the likelihood of
making these aspirations into reality.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BosT). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. ROYCE) that the House sus-
pend the rules and agree to the resolu-
tion, H. Res. 1149.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

REAFFIRMING THE STRONG COM-
MITMENT OF THE UNITED
STATES TO THE COUNTRIES AND
TERRITORIES OF THE PACIFIC
ISLANDS REGION

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
agree to the resolution (H. Res. 1157)
reaffirming the strong commitment of
the United States to the countries and
territories of the Pacific Islands re-
gion.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1157

Whereas the Pacific Islands countries and
territories are home to more than 10 million
culturally diverse people and are rooted in a
unique culture and history spanning thou-
sands of years;

Whereas the South Pacific region, of which
the Pacific Islands countries and territories
are an integral part, is endowed with a re-
source-rich ocean stretching over 20 million
square miles;

Whereas the United States partnership
with the countries of the Pacific Islands re-
gion dates back to the battles of World War
II on the shores of Tarawa, Pelelieu, and
Guadalcanal, where Pacific Islanders and
Americans alike sacrificed for our collective
security;

Whereas the United States territories of
American Samoa, Guam, and the Common-
wealth of the Northern Mariana Islands are
located in the South Pacific region and some
of these relationships date back to the Span-
ish-American War;

Whereas the United States is committed to
the future security and prosperity of the Pa-
cific Islands countries and territories and is
responsible for security and defense matters
in and relating to Palau, the Federated
States of Micronesia, and the Republic of the
Marshall Islands under their respective Com-
pacts of Free Association;

Whereas the Compacts of Free Association
arrangements with the Federated States of
Micronesia and the Republic of the Marshall
Islands were renewed in 2003 for a period of 20
years and negotiations regarding the subse-
quent renewal of these agreements should be
concluded in advance of their expiration in
2023;

Whereas the South Pacific region is crit-
ical to United States national security and
defense, and there are several United States
military bases and testing sites in the re-
gion, including the Ronald Reagan Ballistic
Missile Defense Test Site on the Marshall Is-
lands;

Whereas the United States cooperates
closely with Pacific Islands countries and
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territories as a partner committed to a com-
mon future that advances national security,
regional cooperation, and trust and collabo-
rating on a wide range of important issues
such as addressing environmental and public
health threats, distributing humanitarian
assistance and disaster relief, and promoting
peace and prosperity in the region;

Whereas in the Boe Declaration of 2018,
leaders of Pacific Islands countries and terri-
tories reaffirmed that the threat of climate
change imperils the livelihoods, security,
and well-being of the peoples of such coun-
tries and territories;

Whereas a major priority of Pacific Islands
countries and territories is addressing envi-
ronmental and sustainability challenges, in-
cluding responding to national disasters, and
implementing environmental programs to
address mitigating their unique
vulnerabilities to the effects of rising sea
levels, combatting ocean acidification, and
protecting natural resources, and extreme
weather events remains a priority for and
point of collaboration between the United
States and Pacific Islands countries;

Whereas the United States works closely
with Australia and New Zealand and other
like-minded partners in the South Pacific re-
gion, and there is opportunity for enhancing
such cooperation as all three countries look
for opportunities to increase their focus on
this important region;

Whereas China’s increased influence in the
South Pacific region and the possibility of a
future Chinese military presence in this re-
gion could expand its monitoring and sur-

veillance capabilities, threatening the
United States military presence in the re-
gion;

Whereas media reports revealed that Chi-
nese scientists placed acoustic sensors in the
Mariana Trench near Guam and near the is-
land of Yap in the Federated States of Micro-
nesia, which could be used to monitor United
States submarine activity in the region;

Whereas planned casino resort develop-
ments by Chinese investors on the Common-
wealth of the Northern Mariana Islands
could complicate Department of Defense
plans on the islands for extensive training
and exercises resulting from the relocation
of Marines from Okinawa, Japan;

Whereas a bilateral agreement between the
United States and Japan will relocate ap-
proximately 4,100 United States Marines
from Okinawa, Japan to Guam, significantly
bolstering United States national security in
the region;

Whereas official Chinese Government
statements and policy documents indicate
that the Pacific Islands are a component of
the Belt and Road Initiative, which accord-
ing to the Department of Defense aims ‘‘to
develop strong economic ties with other
countries, shape their interests to align with
China’s, and deter confrontation or criticism
of China’s approach to sensitive issues’’;

Whereas the Lowy Institute found that
China has pledged $5.88 billion worth of aid
to the region since 2011, yet despite these
large commitments, China has only spent
$1.26 billion so far and concerns remain over
the types of loans extended and whether the
commitments will be kept;

Whereas recent debt sustainability anal-
ysis by the World Bank shows that nine Pa-
cific Islands countries and territories are
currently classified as either at high or mod-
erate risk of debt distress;

Whereas China continues to shrink the
number of Taiwan’s international partners
around the globe by inducing countries to
switch recognition through financial incen-
tives and six of Taiwan’s remaining diplo-
matic allies in the Pacific Islands region ad-
vocate on Taiwan’s behalf at the United Na-
tions and other international fora;
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Whereas the United States plays an active
role in regional fisheries management
through its involvement in the Western and
Central Pacific Fisheries Commission and in
maintaining programs to help Pacific Island
countries combat illegal fishing, including
bilateral ‘‘shiprider’ agreements that allow
law enforcement officers of host partner
countries onboard United States Coast
Guard ships and aircraft to patrol national
exclusive economic zones;

Whereas the United States, through more
than 17 departments and agencies, com-
mitted more than $350 million in fiscal year
2017 to engagement with Pacific Islands
countries;

Whereas the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2018 and the Consoli-
dated Appropriations Act, 2018 authorized
and appropriated $123.8 million in funding
through 2024 for the 2010 Palau Compact Re-
view Agreement;

Whereas every two years, the United
States Navy’s Pacific Fleet hosts the world’s
largest international maritime exercise,
known as the “Rim of the Pacific’’, for which
this past year Tongan Marines traveled to
Hawaii with Australia’s Navy to participate
and Fiji has been invited to join the exercise
in 2020; and

Whereas in September 2018 at the 30th Pa-
cific Islands Forum in Nauru, Secretary of
the Interior Ryan Zinke stated the United
States ‘‘see[s] all of the Pacific Islands as an
essential part of our free and open Indo-Pa-
cific policy’’: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) reaffirms its strong commitment to
United States engagement with all countries
and territories of the South Pacific region,
including the Cook Islands, the Federated
States of Micronesia, Fiji, French Polynesia,
Kiribati, Nauru, New Caledonia, Niue, the
Republic of Palau, Papua New Guinea, the
Republic of the Marshall Islands, Samoa, the
Solomon Islands, Tokelau, Tonga, Tuvalu,
and Vanuatu;

(2) reaffirms its strong support to the
United States Pacific Island territories of
Guam, the Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands, and American Samoa, home
to nearly 300,000 United States citizens;

(3) supports continued efforts to deepen co-
operation with countries and territories of
the Pacific Islands in areas of mutual inter-
est, such as addressing the negative impacts
of climate change, promoting sustainable
economic development, and supporting re-
gional organizations and stability;

(4) calls for the United States to increase
the frequency of high-level bilateral and
multilateral visits with leaders of Pacific Is-
lands;

(5) promotes and supports efforts by Aus-
tralia, New Zealand, France, and other like-
minded partners to strengthen Pacific Is-
lands countries’ sovereignty and develop-
ment through economic and security assist-
ance; and

(6) encourages continued support for the
Compacts of Free Association which enhance
the strategic posture of the United States in
the Western Pacific, reinforce United States
regional commitment, preempt potential ad-
versaries from establishing positional advan-
tage, and further self-governance, economic
development, and self-sufficiency of the
Freely Associated States.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. ROYCE) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. ENGEL)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.
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