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displayed inspirational courage in the face of 
adversity. The memories he leaves behind will 
forever be treasured by all who knew Javier. 
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UPON THE OCCASION OF THE 35TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE INCORPO-
RATION OF THE CITY OF EAST 
PALO ALTO, CALIFORNIA 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 15, 2018 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise along with 
my colleague, ANNA ESHOO, to recognize the 
City of East Palo Alto upon the occasion of its 
35th anniversary as an incorporated city in 
San Mateo County. East Palo Alto is a beau-
tiful community of approximately 30,000 per-
sons nestled between San Francisco Bay and 
communities to the west. 

The people of East Palo Alto have always 
been industrious. As the city entered the 
1980’s, its leadership became convinced that 
this energy needed a focus: Its own city gov-
ernment so that services could flourish and 
greater economic opportunity could be cre-
ated. 

We were both members of the San Mateo 
County Board of Supervisors during this time, 
and we supported the incorporation of East 
Palo Alto because we know that self-deter-
mination was the best way to deliver oppor-
tunity. Passions ran high and the 1982 attempt 
at incorporation was not successful. However, 
the second attempt, in 1983, delivered a nar-
row win of 13 votes. 

The leadership in this effort was, of course, 
local and several of those leaders were se-
lected for the first city council. Ms. Barbara 
Moulton was the first Mayor and today’s 
Mayor, Mr. Ruben Abrica, served on that first 
city council. Also serving were Mr. James 
Blakey Jr., Vice-Mayor, Mr. F.J. ‘‘Omowale’’ 
Satterwhite, and Ms. Gertrude Wilkes. East 
Palo Alto is a community where the love of its 
original city mothers and fathers endures to 
this day amongst those who remain. This love 
has been passed on to multiple waves of new, 
energetic, leaders as the community under-
went tremendous changes during the inter-
vening decades. 

Since 1983, a police force has been created 
to replace the patrols of the county Sheriff, 
and today this department has strong ties to 
the people that it serves. The city has control 
over planning and zoning, so the tax base has 
exploded. Recently, the city negotiated water 
rights from its neighbors and is now poised to 
take part in the high technology transformation 
of long-dormant land within its jurisdiction. 

At one time in its history, East Palo Alto suf-
fered from major crime problems, but the com-
munity came together to dramatically improve 
safety. Today, East Palo Alto’s violent crime 
rate is comparable to the overall rate of Cali-
fornia. Credit goes to city leadership, residents 
in all neighborhoods, the schools, clergy, and 
major philanthropies. 

A new jobs center recently opened and resi-
dents are being placed in positions each 
month. Infrastructure problems that long be-
deviled the community are being tackled on a 
scale that can only be described as gigantic. 
Flooding has been dramatically reduced due 
to a multi-million-dollar creek project nearing 

completion, and due to extensive improve-
ments in the city’s storm drain system. Plans 
exist to upgrade major roads such as Bay 
Road. 

A new park at Cooley Landing recently 
opened, bringing access to the bay closer to 
the children of East Palo Alto. Coupled with 
the Bay Trail that runs nearby and along its 
levees, East Palo Alto is rapidly transforming 
from a community where the demand for addi-
tional police services has receded at the same 
moment that the demand for a bicycle bridge 
over Highway 101 succeeded. 

East Palo Alto is in many ways like any 
other city in America because its civic spirit is 
improving the quality of life with the passage 
of every day. However, unlike many other 
communities in America, East Palo Alto con-
sciously seeks to build bridges between its 
residents. This is reflected in the city’s mission 
statement: The City of East Palo Alto provides 
responsive, respectful, and efficient public 
services to enhance the quality of life and 
safety for its multi-cultural community. 

In 1983, skeptics predicted that the resi-
dents of East Palo Alto could not financially 
support a city. They were wrong. 

In 1983, some predicted that infighting 
would kill the civic spirit of East Palo Alto. 
They were wrong. Civic pride, always strong 
and present, has flourished. 

In 1983, some wondered if the residents of 
East Palo Alto could deliver on the promises 
of incorporation. Today, East Palo Alto is a 
shining example of the story of America her-
self. It is thriving and self-governing towards 
an ever-brighter future. We celebrate the 35th 
anniversary of the incorporation of this special 
place by the bay. East Palo Alto is an out-
standing example of democracy in America. 
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DWIGHT BROCK 

HON. FRANCIS ROONEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 15, 2018 

Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to Dwight 
Brock, a devoted servant of Collier County 
who passed away on June 12, 2018. 

After attending Florida State University and 
Stetson University, Mr. Brock received a law 
degree from Nova Law Center. Shortly after 
obtaining his J.D., he worked in the State At-
torney’s Office before he was elected Clerk of 
Courts for Collier County in 1993. 

Mr. Brock demonstrated an unmatched 
dedication to public service, tirelessly fighting 
for the people he worked to protect. Early in 
his first term, Brock identified major faults in 
the business practices of Collier County in-
vestment managers. He successfully pros-
ecuted the individuals jeopardizing the finan-
cial well-being of the county, ensuring the tax-
payers’ dollars were well safeguarded. This 
example of Mr. Brock’s dutiful service to the 
people of Collier County was an early indicator 
of the courage and devotion with which he 
would serve for the rest of his career. 

Our community mourns the loss of such an 
honest and faithful public servant. I extend my 
deepest condolences to his wife, Cheryl, his 
son, Bradley, and the rest of his loving family 
and friends. 

IN RECOGNITION OF KXTN 107.5’S 
30TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 15, 2018 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate KXTN 107.5 radio station of 
San Antonio, Texas. 

Tejano music leader, KXTN 107.5, is cele-
brating a significant milestone this year as 
2018 marks its 30th broadcasting anniversary. 
In an effort to commemorate this achievement, 
the station has teamed up with over 30 artists 
and bands for a two-day music festival. 

Founded on the principle of giving back, 
KXTN 107.5 has been a leader in many com-
munity service initiatives over the years. This 
includes raising over $1.4 million dollars for 
the San Antonio Children’s Miracle Network, 
over $1 million dollars for the St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital and blood donation 
drives for the South Texas Blood & Tissue 
Center. 

KXTN 107.5 has worked to provide listeners 
with a taste of Hispanic culture and values 
through its broadcast. The station represents 
the standard of broadcasting with their 
unyielding commitment to their listeners. 

For these reasons and more, the staff and 
support team of KXTN 107.5 is recognized for 
their hard work and leadership over the years. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to have the op-
portunity to recognize KXTN 107.5. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 25TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE BIO-
TECHNOLOGY INNOVATION OR-
GANIZATION (BIO) 

HON. RICHARD E. NEAL 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 15, 2018 

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I would like to take 
this opportunity to congratulate the Bio-
technology Innovation Organization (BIO) on 
the occasion of its 25th anniversary. Over the 
past quarter-century, BIO has served as the 
leading voice of the biotechnology industry 
and has been instrumental in fostering new 
discoveries that help patients around the world 
defeat diseases and conditions that were un-
beatable only a generation ago. 

Biotechnology has not only helped drive the 
United States’ economy forward through the 
use of renewable and sustainable fuel 
sources, but it has also helped the world strive 
to meet the increasing food demands of an 
ever-growing planet. For the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts, as well as in other places 
across our nation, the biotechnology industry 
is an integral pillar of innovation and economic 
development. As the largest representative 
body of biotechnology companies, academic 
institutions, state biotechnology centers and 
related organizations across the United States 
and in more than 30 other nations, BIO has 
contributed greatly to the scientific break-
throughs in biotechnology that have benefitted 
our world. I would also like to honor the mem-
ory of Henri A. Termeer, an early biotech vi-
sionary and pioneering scientist who was a 
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resident of Massachusetts and provided re-
markable contributions to the biotechnology in-
dustry with his exemplary leadership, insight, 
and dedication. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to reiterate that 
the Biotechnology Innovation Organization’s 
commitment to supporting the growing bio-
technology industry in our nation has pro-
moted a vast degree of innovation, helped to 
build a more robust economy, and benefitted 
a near countless number of patients around 
the globe. On behalf of the Massachusetts 
Congressional Delegation, I wish BIO all the 
best and much continued prosperity. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE LESS 
CANCER ‘‘SPLIT THE MITT’’ BIKE 
RIDE IN MICHIGAN 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 15, 2018 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Less Cancer, founded by Michi-
gander Bill Couzens, to help remediate the 
alarming increases of cancer diagnosis and 
raise awareness about cancer risk reduction 
and prevention strategies. Less Cancer facili-
tates continuing education for physicians, 
nurses and public health professionals to high-
light the 50 percent of cancers that are pre-
ventable, and how to best educate patients on 
specific contaminants, pollution sources, and 
healthy lifestyle choices. Less Cancer also 
founded National Cancer Prevention Day, the 
National Cancer Prevention Workshop and fa-
cilitates the U.S. Congressional Cancer Pre-
vention Caucus. 

On June 23 and 24, cyclists from all over 
the country will team up for the Less Cancer 
‘‘Split the Mitt’’ Bike Ride, an epic two-day 
238-mile charity ride through the heart of 
Michigan. The Less Cancer cycling tradition 
started in 2012 when Suzi Tobias rode to 
Mackinac City to honor her friend Aileen 
O’Brien who lost the battle with cancer. This 
year’s cyclists will travel from Flint to Traverse 
City and conclude their overnight ride with a 
Cancer Prevention and Survivors’ Picnic at the 
Cowell Family Cancer Center in Traverse City, 
Michigan. 

The yearly ride could not happen without 
the many cyclists that participate year after 
year including Tom Petzold, Brian Dooms, 
Dave Toutant, Tricia Petzold, Ed Shumaker, 
Lars Perkins, Jeanne Petzold, and Andrew 
Bowman. Tireless volunteers include Melanie 
Awe, Sue Coughlin, Steve Theil, John 
Kretzschmar, Miles O’Brien and Ted Shaw 
along with support from the Less Cancer 
Board of Directors and Board Chair Donna 
Eacho. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Less Cancer’s tireless efforts to 
highlight cancer prevention strategies, and 
wish them luck in their yearly bike ride. Non-
profits like Less Cancer are a huge form of 
support for cancer survivors, their families, 
and future generations of cancer-free Ameri-
cans. 

IN MEMORY OF COL. PETE SERCER 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 15, 2018 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, last week South Carolinians were grateful 
to provide tribute to Col. Pete Sercer who was 
properly recognized as an American Patriot 
devoted to inspiring young people for military 
service at Irmo High School. The following 
thoughtful obituary is provided by Dunbar Fu-
neral Home: 

COL. PETER EDWARD SERCER, SR., COLUM-
BIA.—Memorial Service for Col. Peter Ed-
ward Sercer, Sr., (USAF, Retired), will be 
conducted at 11:00 a.m. on Friday, June 8, 
2018, at St. Mary’s Episcopal Church with 
burial in the church’s adjoining Memorial 
Garden. The Rev. Jill Biemdiek will offi-
ciate. A reception will follow in the church’s 
Parish Hall. Peter Edward ‘‘Eddie’’ Sercer, 
Sr., 81, peacefully passed away on June 3, 
2018, surrounded by love. He is survived by 
his loving wife, Lesley W. Sercer; sons, Peter 
E. Sercer, Jr. and Paul L. Sercer. He is also 
survived by his sister, Frances Smoak, and 
numerous nieces, nephews, and cousins. Pete 
was predeceased by his parents, Peter E. 
Sercer and Marie Blaze Sercer, as well as his 
siblings, Helen Ross, John Sercer, Richard 
Sercer, Teresa Sercer, Jesse Shirah, and 
Caroline Croft. Born on October 19, 1936, in 
Columbia, South Carolina, Pete graduated 
from Columbia High School. He earned a 
Bachelor of Arts in Business from the Uni-
versity of South Carolina, immediately join-
ing the United States Air Force. After serv-
ing over 26 years in the Air Force, Pete be-
came the Director of the Irmo High School 
Air Force JROTC program for 22 years. In 
addition to his education at the University 
of South Carolina, Pete earned a Master of 
Business Administration and Doctor of Edu-
cation. Community service was an integral 
part of Pete’s life. He served as a Commis-
sioner of Midlands Technical College for over 
26 years and was named Commissioner emer-
itus. He was active in the Association of 
Community College Trustees in many capac-
ities, culminating in his serving as National 
Chairman of the organization in 2010–2011. 
Pete was a founding member of St. Mary’s 
Episcopal Church and served on the vestry, 
building committee, and rector search com-
mittee many times. Active in the St. An-
drews Rotary Club, Pete served as Club 
President and Assistant District Governor 
and was a Rotary Benefactor, 10-Star Rotar-
ian, and multiple Paul Harris Fellow. He was 
a strong supporter of the University of South 
Carolina Gamecocks, volunteering as a 
Gamecock Ambassador and Press Box Assist-
ant during football games for many years. 
During his military career, Pete was award-
ed the Legion of Merit, Bronze Star Medal, 
and other decorations. In 2006, he was award-
ed the Order of the Palmetto in recognition 
of extraordinary achievements and service to 
the State and Nation. He was instrumental 
in the creation of the Irmo High School ‘‘Cel-
ebrate Freedom Gardens and Courtyard,’’ 
dedicated in his honor. Pete Sercer was a 
good man, a kind man. He never spoke ill of 
anyone. He was a happy man, an optimistic 
man, and always had a smile on his face. 
Pete will be greatly missed, but the memo-
ries of the tremendous joy he brought to our 
lives will always make us smile. The family 
would like to thank the caring and compas-
sionate staff of Palmetto Health Parkridge 
and McLeod Home Care. To honor Pete’s life, 
memorials may be made to the Midlands 

Technical College Foundation or St. Mary’s 
Episcopal Church. 
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THAD WARD 

HON. FRANCIS ROONEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 15, 2018 

Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to congratulate Thad 
Ward on his recent selection by the Boston 
Red Sox organization in the 2018 MLB draft. 
Ward, a right-handed pitcher, was selected in 
the fifth round with the 160th pick. 

Ward’s high school career was one to be re-
membered. He was honored as the 2015 
News-Press Player of the Year as a pitcher at 
Bishop Verot High School. During his college 
career at the University of Central Florida, 
Ward pitched in 22 games this past season 
and compiled a 5–4 record with a 3.27 ERA 
over 63.5 innings. 

I would like to congratulate Ward for taking 
the first step into realm of professional base-
ball. His hard work and dedication are paying 
off, and I look forward to hearing about his 
successes in the future. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GARRET GRAVES 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 15, 2018 

Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana. Mr. Speaker, in 
service to my constituents in Louisiana, I was 
meeting with Department of Housing and 
Urban Development Secretary Ben Carson 
during the vote series on June 13th. This 
meeting centered on HUD’s administration of 
the $1.2 Billion appropriation for flood projects 
in Louisiana, as well as RESTORE programs 
and general flood recovery in the state. Had I 
been present, I would have voted Yes on both 
Roll Call 263 and Roll Call 264. 
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HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF MRS. EVA LOUIS ‘‘TEE EVA’’ 
PERRY 

HON. CEDRIC L. RICHMOND 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 15, 2018 

Mr. RICHMOND. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor the life and legacy of Mrs. Eva Louis 
‘‘Tee Eva’’ Perry, the founder of Tee-Eva’s 
Old-Fashioned Pies and Pralines, who died on 
June 7, 2018 at the age of 83. 

Mrs. Eva Louis ‘‘Tee Eva’’ Perry was born 
on the Glendale Plantation of Colonie, Lou-
isiana and grew up in the Magnolia housing 
project on Washington Avenue. Tee Eva, short 
for ‘‘Aunt Eva,’’ was the name coined by na-
tives of New Orleans. Her voyage to become 
the ‘‘New Orleans Queen of Pralines’’ began 
in 1980 when she became an entrepreneur by 
sharing her grandmother’s family recipes with 
the world. 

Mrs. Perry left New Orleans in the early 
1980s and spent seven years in Los Angeles, 
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