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WILTON LANNING: CUSTODIAN OF
A TEXAS ICON

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 12, 2018

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, this year,
the state of Texas mourned the loss of Wilton
Lanning, the founder of the Dr Pepper Mu-
seum and W.W. Clements Free Enterprise In-
stitute in Waco.

Texas is a state rich with history, and cer-
tain people, places, and objects have become
cultural icons. The Alamo, Sam Houston, Fri-
day night lights, and country music, to name
a few are all woven into the fabric of Texas.

The popular soda Dr Pepper is one such
Texas icon. While the refreshing, sweet bev-
erage has become a hit with consumers
around the world, Texans retain a special con-
nection to the brand. Nowhere is this bond
stronger than in Waco, where the soda was
originally created in a corner drug store in the
late 1800’s.

Although the company had moved on from
its original location as its business continued
to grow, Lanning sought to bring the iconic
brand back to Waco. He set his sights on a
disused building, an abandoned bottling facil-
ity, in downtown Waco to house a nonprofit
museum dedicated to the heritage and history
of the beloved soda.

The odds were stacked against him. The
city of Waco had still not completely recovered
from the brutal tornado that tore through the
city in 1953, and the neighborhood Lanning
had his eyes on was run down and bereft of
economic or social vitality. The building itself
had been declared “blighted” by the city of
Waco, hardly the ideal spot for a shrine of a
world-famous soda product.

There were more than a few naysayers, but
Lanning did not let the doubters deter him. In-
stead, he took initiative to garner support from
the Dr Pepper Company and convinced them
to sell the building in 1988 with the purpose of
converting it into a museum. The renovation
began in 1990, and Lanning oversaw the con-
version of the old, decrepit building into an ex-
hibition dedicated to Dr Pepper.

The museum opened to the public on May
11, 1991, 38 years to the day after the dev-
astating tornado swept through Waco. 10,000
visitors passed through on the first day, and
they continued to come. The museum itself
continued to expand from humble origins, and
in 1997, the entire building was open to the
public. In the same year, Lanning also helped
launch the W.W. Clements Free Enterprise In-
stitute, an organization housed in the museum
dedicated to educating visitors on the Amer-
ican economic system as personified in the
soft drinks industry. Today, the museum has
become a pilgrimage site for Dr Pepper
aficionados from Texas and beyond, an es-
sential institution to promoting the history and
culture of our great state.

None of this would have been possible with-
out Mr. Lanning’s leadership and vision. He
will be missed not only for his role in the Dr
Pepper Museum but also as an active, indus-
trious citizen. He served his community with
unrivaled passion and zeal as an Eagle Scout,
a 50-year veteran of the Rotary Club, and an
expert on Waco’s history. Above all, however,
the people of Waco and Texas will miss him
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as a friend and one whose unceasing opti-

mism inspired those around him to be positive.
Mr. Speaker, Wilton Lanning left an admi-

rable example to imitate, and he embodied the

best values of our citizenry. So next time you

crack open a cold Dr Pepper, raise your glass

to Mr. Lanning, a custodian of a Texas icon.
And that is just the way it is.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE HISTORIC CA-
REER OF SENATE MAJORITY
LEADER MITCH McCONNELL

HON. HAROLD ROGERS

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 12, 2018

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to congratulate Senate Majority
Leader MITCH MCCONNELL on becoming the
longest serving Republican Senate Leader
with a historic tenure of 11 years, 5 months
and 10 days. My dear friend and colleague
from Kentucky is a masterful political strategist
with a once in a generation political mind, and
it gives me great pride and happiness to rec-
ognize him on the achievement of this remark-
able milestone.

For decades, Leader MCCONNELL has dedi-
cated himself to the public service of the Na-
tion, the Commonwealth of Kentucky, and the
Republican Party. Guided by a deep-seeded
conservatism, an unparalleled respect for our
great Nation’s Constitution and the institutions
of our democracy, and the ever-relevant wis-
dom of our Founding Fathers, Leader MCCON-
NELL has demonstrated unmatched political
acumen and dynamic leadership. His instincts
are second to none: he knows when to fight
and he knows when to compromise. The
Leader is calculated and tactical, with keen
foresight, and he works harder than anyone in
the U.S. Capitol building. As a result, he sim-
ply gets things done.

While he has been at the helm of our great
Party during times of celebration, prosperity
and jubilance, the Senator has also never
hesitated to step forward and lead the Party in
times of turbulence and controversy. Through
it all, he has seemed unflappable. Time after
time, Senator MCCONNELL has taken on a
leadership role and worked tirelessly for the
Republican Party by serving as our Party’s
Senate Whip, Minority Leader, and Majority
Leader. While holding each of these positions,
Senator MCCONNELL has worked to unify and
guide the Party in the right direction. In doing
so, he has rightfully attained the confidence,
respect, and admiration of his colleagues and
garnered many great accomplishments in the
process.

As Senate Minority Leader, Senator
MCCONNELL held closely to his conservative
values in spite of enormous pressure from an
opposing Democratic Party in Congress and
Presidential Administration. As the momentum
in Congress began to turn, Senator MCCON-
NELL once again stepped up to the challenge
when his colleagues elected him as Senate
Majority Leader. While holding this leadership
position, he has achieved many successes, in-
cluding the confirmation of Justice Neil
Gorsuch to the Supreme Court and passage
of the Senate’s Tax Reform bill—both of which
required a champion who was not afraid to be
a target of criticism. Both victories serve as a
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testament to Leader MCCONNELL's vision as
one of the finest master strategists in the his-
tory of the U.S. Senate.

Throughout Leader MCCONNELL’s tenure, he
has also brought great esteem to our state
and always remembered to prioritize our old
Kentucky home. He has also continued to
proudly represent our region since he was first
elected as Senator in 1984. It has been a joy
of mine to work alongside him on various bills
and projects that have positively impacted
Kentuckians. Together, we have worked to
create jobs, support veterans, protect the coal
industry, and sustain agriculture within Ken-
tucky. | look forward to continuing our collabo-
ration to further the prosperity of the people
and communities of our beloved Southern and
Eastern Kentucky.

Once again, | would like to congratulate
Leader MCCONNELL for this major milestone in
his career of public service. It has been a
pleasure to serve alongside him in Congress
and to observe these historic moments of suc-
cess. | wish him many more years of contin-
ued good health, happiness, and success.

FEDERAL INSURANCE OFFICE

HON. BRAD SHERMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 12, 2018

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, | will vote for
the Federal Insurance Office Reform Act of
2017 because it prevents covered agreements
from imposing new prudential requirements
without a separate act of Congress. | am wor-
ried about the availability and accessibility of
nationwide data about insurance and want as-
surances that this will be addressed before the
bill reaches the House floor.

———————

CONGRATULATING THE REPUBLIC
OF THE PHILIPPINES ON THE

120TH ANNIVERSARY OF ITS
INDEPENDENCE
HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, June 12, 2018

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate the Republic of the Philippines
on the 120th anniversary of its independence
from Spain. On May 1, 1898, The Battle of
Manila Bay signaled the United States’ entry
into the war with the Spanish that the Phil-
ippines had been fighting since 1896. On June
12, 1898, encouraged by support from our
country, the Philippine people declared their
independence after over 200 years of Spanish
colonial rule. By August, the Philippines, Puer-
to Rico, Cuba, and my home, Guam, officially
became a part of the United States.

Since earning their independence, the Phil-
ippine people have suffered through years of
dictatorship, martial law, and Japanese occu-
pation. The people of Guam are particularly
sympathetic to these atrocities, having our-
selves been occupied by enemy forces during
World War II.

Since its independence, the Republic of the
Philippines and the United States have shared
a strong friendship and alliance that enhances
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economic stability and security in the Asia-Pa-
cific region. Additionally, many Filipinos have
made the United States home. Filipino-Ameri-
cans have contributed immensely to our na-
tion’s prosperity. In my home district of Guam,
Filipino and Filipino-American community rep-
resent over one-third of the general popu-
lation. They are also immense contributors to
the betterment of our island and play a key
role in the economic, social, and political fabric
of our island and the nation as a whole.

In addition, the friendship of the Filipino
people has forged a bond between our nations
that has only grown stronger over time. Our
nations are intimately linked to one another. |
join the people of Guam in celebrating the
120th anniversary of the Republic of the Phil-
ippines’ independence and look forward to our
countries strengthening our relationship in the
years to come.

RECOGNIZING FRANK J. LEMKE
AND OTHERS WHO VOLUN-
TEERED FOR PROJECT 19

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 12, 2018

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise to honor the life of Frank J. Lemke
and many others from my district and around
the country who volunteered to participate in
Project 19, a secret program to aid the Allied
Forces during World War II.

Mr. Lemke was born in Buffalo, attended St.
Mary’s School, and later attended Technical
High School. After graduating, he was a ma-
chinist for the Airplane Division of the Curtiss-
Wright Corporation in Cheektowaga producing
P-40 fighter planes. At this time, the U.S. had
not formally entered World War Il so American
troops could not be sent to the battlefields.
Winston Churchill, the Prime Minister of Great
Britain, requested help from the U.S. because
the British Royal Air Force’s planes were
being shot down much faster than they could
be repaired in North Africa. There was a great
need for a repair base in that region to con-
tinue the strong attack against the Nazis. At a
meeting of the nation’s top U.S. airplane man-
ufacturing centers, President Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt authorized Project 19 to respond to this
great need overseas and the Douglas Aircraft
Company was selected to manage this
project.

Frank J. Lemke, and many other employees
from the Curtiss-Wright Corporation in
Cheektowaga volunteered to go on this 18-
month mission to Africa. In total there were
over 2,000 volunteers across the country. In
the middle of the night Frank and many others
crammed into a World War | troop ship and
took a 50-day trip to an abandoned ltalian air
force base in Gura, located in the hills of
North Africa. Their mission was to repair air-
craft so that they would be battle ready once
again and to assemble new aircraft.

After the Germans were defeated in Africa,
Project 19 was officially closed. American civil-
ians had the choice of enlisting or returning to
the U.S. and Frank decided to return home. In
the Winter of 1943 Frank was on a freighter
returning to the U.S. when the ship that he
was on was torpedoed off the coast of South
Africa. He was later picked up near Sao
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Paulo, Brazil, after 42 days in a 22-foot life-
boat with 25 crew members. He finally arrived
back to Buffalo, NY where he became a hy-
draulics instructor at Curtiss-Wright's airport
plant. Unfortunately, Frank Lemke passed
away on July 16, 1955, but his memory lives
on in my district.

Mr. Speaker, | thank you for allowing me to
recognize Frank J. Lemke and many others
who participated in Project 19. It is important
to recognize Frank and other civilian heroes
who have contributed to the preservation of
freedom in this great country. It is an honor to
recognize these heroes who not only helped
my district, but the Allied Forces win the war.

RECOGNIZING MAY AS NATIONAL
INVENTORS MONTH

HON. PAUL A. GOSAR

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 12, 2018

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, if any single thing
epitomizes American ingenuity, it is the iconic
American inventor. It is our distinct pleasure,
therefore, to give special recognition to the
month of May as National Inventors Month.

President Lincoln considered how “certain
inventions and discoveries [in history] occurred
of peculiar value, on account of their great effi-
ciency in facilitating all other inventions and
discoveries.” Mr. Lincoln specified “the art of
writing and of printing; the discovery of Amer-
ica, and the introduction of patent laws.”
Today, we might refer to such inventions and
discoveries as “disruptive technologies.”

National Inventors Month, 2018, it is well
worth considering President Lincoln’s exal-
tation of invention and, by implication, of in-
ventors. Moreover, we as a nation should
pause to reflect why the Sixteenth President of
the United States connected patent laws with
invention and “disruptive” advancements. No-
tably, he even placed patenting of inventions
on par with the discovery of America and the
invention of the printing press. In the same
lecture titled “Discoveries, Inventions, and Im-
provements,” President Lincoln observed,
“Before then any man [might] instantly use
what another man had invented, so that the
inventor had no special advantage from his in-
vention. The patent system changed this, se-
cured to the inventor for a limited time exclu-
sive use of his inventions . . . .”

Not only President Lincoln, but the Found-
ers held this belief about securing patent
rights to the intellectual fruits of one’s labor.
The Founders thought it important enough to
empower and encourage invention by any
American so inclined, in order to advance our
nation’s collective knowledge and economic
strength, that they included this very special,
exclusive property right within the Constitution
itself. Thus, our Founders deliberately in-
tended to stimulate invention by inventors from
sea to shining sea—be they on farms, in fac-
tories, toiling in their basements, barns, ga-
rages, in corporate research and development
facilities, in the laboratories of companies and
of our world-class universities.

President Lincoln, who has been the only
U.S. president with a patent, summarized this
famous, successful formula. He credited our
patent system for its securing inventors’ exclu-
sive rights to use their inventions as they see
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fit. He phrased this famously, completing the
thought in the same speech. Mr. Lincoln said
U.S. patents “added the fuel of interest to the
fire of genius in the discovery and production
of new and useful things.”

Therefore, we proudly recognize National In-
ventors Month. | encourage my fellow Ameri-
cans to take this opportunity to reflect on the
great benefits we daily enjoy from the inven-
tions, great and small, of American inventors.

———

RECOGNIZING TERESA CARLSON,
KERI SHULL, GINA STRACUZZI

HON. DONALD S. BEYER, JR.

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 12, 2018

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize three remarkable women—Teresa
Carlson, Keri Shull, and Gina Stracuzzi—who
are being honored by the Institute for Excel-
lence in Sales on June 15, 2018. These
awards promote and advance corporate and
organizational sales excellence by recognizing
individuals that have demonstrated out-
standing leadership and strategic vision in
Sales.

Teresa Carlson is receiving the Lifetime
Achievement in Sales Award. Ms. Carlson is
one of the top female leaders in technology
today. Teresa Carlson leads the Amazon Web
Services (AWS) Worldwide Public Sector busi-
ness—involving state, local, central and re-
gional governments; educational institutions
and Ed Techs; and non-profits and nongovern-
mental organizations (NGO)—and acts as an
advisor to Amazon Public Policy on global pol-
icy issues. Since starting AWS’s public sector
business in 2010, Ms. Carlson has driven the
business’s growth that, today, accounts for
2,000 government, 4,500 education, and
17,500 nonprofit customers, and a vast part-
ner ecosystem across all geographies.

Keri Shull is receiving the Women in Sales
Executive Leadership Award. Ranked as the
#1 Real Estate Team in Virginia, Ms. Shull
and her team sold 321 homes in 2017. Ms.
Shull has developed an extensive team of
marketing specialists who implement aggres-
sive strategies using innovative technology to
ensure maximum exposure for their clients’
homes.

Gina Stracuzzi is the Institute for Excellence
in Sales Member of the Year. Ms. Stracuzzi
has led the IES Women in Sales program
since 2016. She is a business development
expert who has helped world-renown organi-
zations substantially grow.

RECOGNIZING THE WORK OF JOHN
C. MYERS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
IN PROMOTING STEM EDUCATION

HON. BOB GOODLATTE

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 12, 2018

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, | believe
nothing is more important to America’s future
than ensuring a high-quality education for our
nation’s children. In the 21st century, this in-
cludes encouraging student participation in the
fields of science, technology, engineering, and
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