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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

RECOGNIZING THE 20TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF SUMMERCREST AS-
SISTED LIVING

HON. ANN M. KUSTER

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 1, 2018

Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to offer my sincere con-
gratulations to Summercrest Assisted Living in
Newport, New Hampshire on its 20th anniver-
sary.

Summercrest provides vital programs to
seniors across the Lake Sunapee Region who
need care services but are limited by income.
| am so thankful to the healthcare profes-
sionals, caregivers, leadership and staff at
Summercrest for their essential role in improv-
ing the lives of Granite Staters every day. | re-
main committed to doing all that | can to guar-
antee retirement security, healthy aging and
long-term services for our elder population.

On behalf of my constituents across New
Hampshire’s Second Congressional District, |
thank Summercrest Assisted Living for the
great service it provides to the Granite State
and congratulate the facility again on 20 years
of operation. | look forward to our continued
work together in making New Hampshire an
even better place to live, work, and raise a
family.

HONORING KENNETH WOODSON

HON. DWIGHT EVANS

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 1, 2018

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a hard-working and influential member
of the Philadelphia business community, Mr.
Kenneth  Woodson. Kenneth has served as
Vice President of Community and Government
Relations of the Philadelphia Zoo for 25 years.

In his role, Kenneth works with the Presi-
dent and CEO of the Philadelphia Zoo to de-
velop and maintain relationships with civic and
community organizations and government offi-
cials. He is also responsible for managing the
implementation of strategic projects, such as
the Zoo Balloon and the recently completed
Centennial District Intermodal Transportation
Center (IMTC).

For the past 35 years, Kenneth has held
several senior management positions in gov-
ernment, banking, and the not-for-profit hous-
ing sector. Prior to joining the Philadelphia
Zoo, he served as Commissioner and Deputy
Commissioner of the Philadelphia Department
of License and Inspections and has also
served as a senior manager of Philadelphia
Housing Development Corporations’ Home Im-
provement Program.

In addition to his position at the Philadelphia
Zoo, Kenneth is an ordained Baptist preacher
and serves as an Associate Minister and Ex-

ecutive Minister to the Pastor at Mt. Carmel
Baptist Church in Philadelphia, PA.

As evidenced through Kenneth Woodson’s
experience, he has dedicated his life and ca-
reer towards serving the citizens of the City of
Philadelphia. The 2nd Congressional District
of Pennsylvania extends gratitude to Kenneth
Woodson for his dedicated support to the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

————

CELEBRATING SUNY CANTON’S 50
YEARS ON THE HILL

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 1, 2018

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and recognize SUNY Canton for cele-
brating 50 years at its campus on the hill.

SUNY Canton was originally chartered in
1906 as a school of agriculture at St. Law-
rence University. As the school grew, it devel-
oped its own identity as the Canton Agricul-
tural and Technical College and sought to
move onto its own campus. Location ideas
varied from Ogdensburg to Watertown, but
due to a gracious land donation by Edson
Martin, the college was able to stay in Canton.
In 1968, SUNY Canton opened its current
campus and took over “the hill,” where its stu-
dents and faculty have prospered ever since.

On behalf of New York’'s 21st District, |
would like to congratulate SUNY Canton for
50 years on the hill and commend the College
on its commitment to education in the North
Country.

———

HESPERIA MAYOR RUSSELL E.
BLEWETT PASSES AWAY AT 74

HON. PAUL COOK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 1, 2018

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of Hesperia Mayor Russell E.
Blewett, an incredible pillar of the community.
Russ passed away on May 23, 2018 at the
age of 74.

Russ was born on April 9, 1944 in Covina,
CA and was a lifelong resident of the great
state of California. He graduated from Baldwin
Park High School and attended the University
of California, Riverside with a bachelor's de-
gree. Later in life, he attended the University
of Redlands where he received his master’s
degree in business.

Russ always showed a love of politics and
public service. He served as California’s
youngest mayor from 1972-1973, and again
from 1977-1978, in the City of Baldwin Park.
Although his business and family eventually
took him away from Baldwin Park, he contin-
ued to have a passion for his community and
public service wherever he went. When he

moved to Hesperia in 2003, he quickly be-
came ingrained in the community. In 2010, he
was elected overwhelmingly to the Hesperia
City Council, and was reelected in 2014. He
served as Hesperia’s mayor in 2012 and in
2018.

With Russ’s passing, Hesperia has lost a
titan who helped build the city into what it is
today. Russ was known for his faith, integrity,
and incredible work ethic, and will be missed
by all who knew him. On behalf of the U.S.
House of Representatives, | would like to pass
along my deepest condolences to all of Russ’s
friends and family during this difficult time.

——

THE PHILADELPHIA SYMPHONY
ORCHESTRA ON THE OCCASION
OF ITS HISTORIC EUROPE AND
ISRAEL TOUR

HON. DWIGHT EVANS

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 1, 2018

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, today, | rise with
great honor to salute the Philadelphia Orches-
tra on its upcoming historic tour through Eu-
rope and Israel. | have had the privilege of
working to support them over the years during
my time in the Pennsylvania Legislature, and
now here in Congress. | can’t think of a better
cultural ambassador for our country, the Com-
monwealth, and our great city, than the finely-
tuned Philadelphia Orchestra.

With support from Pennsylvania Governor
Tom Wolf's Department of Community and
Economic Development and State Department
diplomats, and more than 150 Pennsylvania
musicians, non-profits, and business leaders,
this historic journey starts in Brussels, Bel-
gium, and will wind its way through Luxem-
bourg, France, Germany, and Austria. These
historic countries are iconic in their musical
backgrounds, having given birth to artists such
as Beethoven, Brahms, Poulenc, Wagner, and
Mozart.

| take special pride in the Philadelphia Or-
chestra’s visit to Israel, in partnership with the
Jewish Federation of Greater Philadelphia.
This visit not only confirms and solidifies the
distinct and unique cultural, political, and hu-
manitarian bond amongst the City of Philadel-
phia, the Jewish community, and the State of
Israel. Israel and its people have been contin-
ually under siege for ages from the time of
Judea to Samaria, and by recognizing their
dignity, honor, and courage, the Orchestra’s
visit serves to underscore how important Israel
is to the Middle East writ large, and to Amer-
ica. And let me add that the Philadelphia Or-
chestra should be noted for the diversity of its
musicians and staff orchestra’s diversity com-
plements.

| would like to give special recognition to the
Philadelphia Orchestra’s director, Yannick
Nezet-Seguin, the chairman, Richard Worley,
and the leadership at the top who have helped
forge ties both near and far, Philadelphia Or-
chestra Interim Co-Presidents Ryan Fleur and
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Matthew Loden. And | also wish to salute
Naomi Adler, CEO of the Jewish Federation of
Greater Philadelphia and Director of Govern-
ment Affairs, Robin Schatz for their leadership,
and special role in informing us on the unwav-
ering dignity and humanity of Israel.

| am proud to represent a city that boasts
some of the most iconic music heard around
the world. | salute our well-traveled Philadel-
phia Orchestra and look forward to my next
symphony.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BOB GOODLATTE

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 1, 2018

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, | was
present on the floor during votes on May 23,
2018; however, | missed two votes in the se-
ries. | would have voted YEA on Roll Call No.
224 and NAY on Roll Call No. 225.

——————

IN CELEBRATION OF MR. BOB
HENDERSON

HON. LINDA T. SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 1, 2018

Ms. SANCHEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the lifelong service and success of
Bob Henderson, a leader and resident of Whit-
tier, California in my Congressional District.
Mr. Henderson is leaving the Whittier City
Council after 36 years of service and it is my
pleasure to recognize his many accomplish-
ments.

Bob is an outstanding public servant and
has dedicated his life to improve and protect
the city of Whittier. Mr. Henderson has dem-
onstrated his passion through his various lead-
ership roles over his many years of service
which include: serving as an active city council
member, mayor pro tempore, and serving as
city mayor.

In addition, Mr. Henderson’s commitment to
environmental conservation inspired him to be-
come a leading advocate for wildlife. He made
it a priority to protect the environment and
used his love for the beautiful City of Whittier
to motivate others to join him. Mr. Henderson
also served as Chairman of the Puente Hills
Landfill Native Habitat Preservation Authority
and Chairman of the Wildlife Conservation Au-
thority where he had a tremendous impact.
While he had countless accomplishments in
these roles, I'd like to highlight a couple. He
spearheaded the effort to pass the Hillside
Preservation Ordinance which led to the pres-
ervation of over 1,000 acres of land. Bob was
instrumental in the founding the Hillside Open
Space Education Committee which has been
largely responsible for protecting local wildlife
from harm.

Mr. Henderson was also instrumental in nu-
merous community projects that have en-
hanced the lives of so many, such as the new
YMCA, Pico State Park renovation, and the
Shannon Center for Performing Arts at Whit-
tier College. It is in that spirit that, on behalf
of all the families’ and communities who have
benefitted from his service, | wish to honor
and thank Bob Henderson.
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IN RECOGNITION OF MR. HUGH
ZIMMER

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 1, 2018

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, | proudly rise
today to recognize one of my constituents
from the Fifth District of Missouri, Hugh Zim-
mer. Early in Hugh’s adolescence he was in-
troduced to real estate and all its glory by his
father and grandfather, both of whom worked
at the North Kansas City development com-
pany. In 1948, Hugh’s father made the deci-
sion to resign from his position at the North
Kansas City development company and begin
his own business, which is now known as
Zimmer Real Estate Services. Five years later,
in 1953, Hugh returned from his service with
the United States Air Force and went to work
for his father; who, in 1957, passed away. De-
spite the death of Hugh’s father, the Zimmer
family kept the business afloat and nurtured it
into the prosperous business that it is known
as today. The legacy Hugh has built within the
last 65 years is but a reflection of his noble
character.

Zimmer Real Estate Services has played an
important role in many of the area’s economic
development organizations, spearheaded by
Hugh Zimmer. As an individual who strives to
uphold the highest level of integrity and moral
values, Hugh follows through with projects that
promote and ensure positive community infra-
structure and development. Through this he
confirms his personal beliefs, while bolstering
prosperity and growth of the community. Aside
from his real estate contributions, Hugh takes
an active role in numerous social and civic or-
ganizations.

Hugh has served on the boards of directors
and executive committees in numerous com-
munities, as well as civic and professional or-
ganizations. In 1998, the governing body of
Lenexa, Kansas made him an honorary citizen
in recognition of his contributions to the area’s
growth and development. He is a past Chair-
man of the University of Missouri-Kansas City
Trustees and is currently Chairman of the Uni-
versity of Missouri-Kansas City Chancellor's
Institute for Urban Education National Advisory
Board. Hugh also served as an Advisory Di-
rector of Commerce Bank of Kansas City, and
a Trustee of Midwest Research Institute. In
addition to the many roles he plays in the
community and as a business owner, he also
maintains a healthy and growing family.

The Zimmer Real Estate Services is a fam-
ily owned business that is run by and employs
Hugh, his brother Bill, his son David, and his
daughter Ellen. Soon they will have two other
Zimmers working for the company as interns,
thus, the likelihood of a fifth generation of Zim-
mers in real estate is very promising. Hugh
has stated that, “running a family-owned busi-
ness, like the market, has its ups and downs.”
However, being the optimistic man that he is,
Hugh focuses on the benefits and good that
result from owning a family run company. Two
of their most noteworthy accomplishments, as
a family, include serving as presidents in dif-
ferent terms in the local real estate board and
the Society of Industrial and Office REAL-
TORS (SIOR). Hugh, Bill and David all served
as President of the local real estate board at
one point or another; and Hugh and David
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served as President for the SIOR, a rare feat
for a father and son. Hugh has been an au-
thentic and constant leader in his company,
the community, and his family. Mr. Speaker,
please join me and all of Missouri’s Fifth Con-
gressional District as we wish Hugh Zimmer
well in all his future endeavors while con-
tinuing to recognize all that he has accom-
plished.

——————

IN MEMORY OF THE LIFE OF
REVEREND JOE C. JOHNSON

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 1, 2018

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, 2 Timothy
4:7-8 says, “I have fought the good fight, |
have finished the race, | have kept the faith.
Now there is in store for me the crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous
Judge, will award to me on that day—and not
only to me, but also to all who have longed for
his appearing.” Reverend Joe C. Johnson,
senior pastor of Ebenezer Missionary Baptist
Church in Hallandale Beach, Florida, finished
the race with his passing on May 25, 2018. He
will certainly be missed by his loved ones and
those of us honored enough to call him a
friend.

| had the pleasure of witnessing the pro-
found impact that Reverend Johnson had
throughout his four decades as pastor to one
of the oldest churches in Broward County. His
ministry was a cornerstone of a rich and vi-
brant faith community. Reverend Johnson
bridged the gap between Hallandale Beach
and Ebenezer Missionary Baptist Church by
hosting community events at the church.
These events were so meaningful for his flock,
and the larger community, that they were rec-
ognized for special commemoration on the oc-
casion of Ebenezer Missionary Baptist
Church’s 101st Anniversary.

Mr. Speaker, Reverend Johnson was a pillar
of the community he loved, and his ultimate
goal was helping people in all areas of their
lives. He not only served as a leader to the
members of his church, but as a counselor to
local politicians, judges, and anyone who had
the honor of knowing him. He also served as
a chaplain for the Hallandale Beach Fire De-
partment. Along with his extensive community
engagement, Reverend Johnson sat on the
board for the Hallandale Ministerial Associa-
tion; the Florida East Coast Baptist Associa-
tion; and Vision to Victory Human Services
Corporation.

Though no words can ease our sorrow, |
offer my deepest sympathy to Reverend John-
son’s wife, Emma Inez, his three children, four
grandchildren, and countless friends who were
impacted by the magnitude of his ministry.
The legacy of Reverend Johnson will continue
to live on throughout the countless individuals
who were impacted by his calling to serve.

Mr. Speaker, Reverend Joe C. Johnson is
deserving of honor for his service to Ebenezer
Missionary Baptist Church, and his dedication
to the mentoring, and personal development of
leaders within the greater Hallandale Beach
area and Broward County. His service and
commitment exemplify the positive contribution
an individual can make to their profession and
community. Reverend Johnson was a very
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