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Whereas America? After Columbine, Sandy
Hook, San Bernardino, Orlando, Vegas and
endless others, this country remains numb
to any shootings of any kind, no matter how
extreme the death tolls are, this country has
made it seem like those who died and those
who are living aren’t even worth putting any
sort of restrictions on the weapon that bru-
tally ended their lives and a weapon that
could potentially end ours if we do not do
something about it.

America needs to wake up and address the
major problems here: gun violence and
school security. We cannot let more innocent
lives be taken away. Again, we may not be
able to pass legislation, but we have a voice
and we are strong and will continue to use it
until something is done. Let’s unite as one
and support the brave survivors in Parkland
that are speaking out for their rights and
let’s stand together and fight through this
hell of an uphill battle. This is not the end
of our fight, it’s only the beginning.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF DR.
LEWIS A. OPLER

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 23, 2018

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Dr. Lewis A. Opler, a doctor who
dedicated his life to the care of others. He
passed away Thursday, April 12th at the age
of 69 in New York City.

Dr. Opler was born in 1948 in Los Angeles
but spent the majority of his childhood in New
York. He graduated magna cum laude from
Harvard University with a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in Biochemical Sciences. He went on to
receive a Ph.D. in Pharmacology in 1975 as
well as a Medical Degree in 1976 from the Al-
bert Einstein College of Medicine at Yeshiva
University.

For 20 years, Dr. Opler served at the New
York State Office of Mental Health where he’d
go on to become the director of the research
division and chief medical officer. Dr. Opler
served on the faculties of Columbia Univer-
sity’s College of Physicians and Surgeons,
New York University School of Medicine and
Long Island University.

Dr. Opler's dedication to his work and help-
ing those with mental illness made him one of
the most distinguished professionals in his
field. He helped to develop the Positive and
Negative Syndrome Scale, which became the
gold standard measure of symptoms in pa-
tients with schizophrenia. He spent his career
treating and researching post-traumatic stress
disorder, schizophrenia and other brain dis-
orders. His work revolutionized the field and
went on to be used in countless research
studies and resulted in hundreds of research
papers, books, and presentations.

Dr. Opler was also an active member of
NAIM-NYS, New York States National Alliance
on Mental lliness. His actions there went well
beyond that of the average doctor. He devoted
countless hours to consoling individuals living
with mental iliness as well as their family and
friends. He wrote a column for NAIM-NYS
newsletter and for 30 years was an active par-
ticipant in their fall educational conference.

Among other titles, Dr. Opler was an ac-
complished writer and musician, he co-wrote
the books “Resurrection and Redemption:
Overcoming Mental lliness and Regaining Dig-
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nity,” with Harryet Ehrlich and “Prozac and
Other  Psychiatric  Drugs” with  Carol
Bialkowski. Additionally, Dr. Opler worked as
the medical editor for the book the “Complete
Pill Guide.”

During the Vietnam War, Dr. Opler was an
outspoken member of the anti-war movement
and performed many classic protest songs as
well as his own songs during rallies. He was
a classically trained violinist and knew how to
play the harmonica, banjo, guitar and man-
dolin. Dr. Opler was a lifelong defender of
labor rights, once leading a walk out for the
rights of hospital residents.

Dr. Opler's dedication and spirited empathy
has left behind a legacy of generosity, kind-
ness and loyalty. His memory will live on in his
family, colleagues, peers and community. He
was an honorable man who made this world
a better place. | offer my sincerest condo-
lences to his wife, Annette; his sister, Ruth;
his children, Mark, Daniel, Michelle and Doug-
las; their spouses Stacy, Yamuna, Paul and
Angela and his seven grandsons.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you join our col-
leagues, Dr. Lewis A. Opler’s colleagues, fam-
ily and friends, all those whose lives he has
touched, in recognizing Dr. Lewis A. Opler's
remarkable life of service.

———

CONGRESS OF FUTURE SCIENCE
AND TECHNOLOGY LEADERS

HON. KEN BUCK

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 23, 2018

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize Andrea Flores, who was chosen by the
National Academy of Future Scientists and
Technologists to represent the State of Colo-
rado as Delegates at the Congress of Future
Science and Technology Leaders.

The Congress is an honors-only program for
top students in our country who aspire to work
in science, technology, engineering, or math
(STEM) fields. These students are nominated
by their teachers or the Academy based on
their leadership ability, academic achievement,
and dedication. This program is designed to
inspire young people to go into STEM fields
and provides a path, plan, and mentoring re-
sources to help them reach their dreams. Dur-
ing the Congress, the students will have the
chance to learn from luminaries of the STEM
field including top scientific university deans,
leaders from government and the private sec-
tor, and even Nobel laureates.

This student’s acceptance to this prestigious
program is an incredible feat, and it is my
honor to rise today and recognize the out-
standing accomplishment of this future leader.
Our nation greatly benefits from the achieve-
ments of scientists and technologists, and it is
important that we continue to inspire younger
generations to pursue careers in the STEM
fields.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 4th Congres-
sional District of Colorado, | extend my con-
gratulations to Andrea Flores and wish her the
best in her future endeavors.

May 23, 2018
TRIBUTE TO LOGAN SCHUMACHER

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 23, 2018

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Logan
Schumacher for winning the Class 1A, 182
pound bracket at the lowa High School State
Wrestling tournament earlier this year.

Logan is a senior at Martensdale-St Mary’s
High School. He wrestled at the state tour-
nament during his entire high school career
and was also nominated for the Class A 2018
Dan Gable Wrestler of the Year Award.

lowa has a long and proud history of strong
wrestling programs, producing college and
Olympic champions for years. Mr. Speaker, |
am honored to represent Logan Schumacher
and his family in the United States Congress
and it is with great pride that | recognize him
today. | ask that my colleagues in the United
States House of Representatives join me in
congratulating Logan on competing in this rig-
orous competition and in wishing him nothing
but continued success in his education and
wrestling career.

———

IN HONOR OF MARY GRADY
BURNETTE KOONCE

HON. GEORGE HOLDING

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 23, 2018

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and recognize the life of Mary Grady
Burnette Koonce.

Mary Grady was born in Raleigh on January
4, 1935. She graduated from Saint Mary’s
School in Raleigh in 1954 and went on to re-
ceive a degree in Journalism in 1956 from the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
where she was a member of Pi Beta Phi so-
rority. She worked in public relations for Mere-
dith College and then at the Raleigh Times as
a court reporter.

Mr. Speaker, in 1957, Mary Grady won the
North Carolina Press Women First Place
Award and also received the Tar Heel Writers
Roundtable First Place prize for juvenile fic-
tion. She enjoyed freelancing as a journalist,
writing short stories and poetry.

When not writing, Mary Grady was actively
involved in her community. She was a North
Carolina Museum of Art docent, Bal de Mer
Co-Chair, Treasurer of the Guild; and also
Saint Mary’s School Parents’ Council Vice
Chair and Vice President of the Friends of the
Library. She was a member of the Raleigh
Fine Arts Guild, the Junior League of Raleigh,
Hayes Barton United Methodist Church Chan-
cel Committee, and North Carolina Museum of
History Associates Wake County Committee.

Regrettably, Mary Grady Burnette Koonce
passed away on April 25 this year in Raleigh
at the age of 83. She was a kind and graceful
wife, mother, daughter, grandmother, and
friend who loved time with her children and
grandchildren. And she will be missed.




May 23, 2018
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. TIMOTHY J. WALZ

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 23, 2018

Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, | was absent for
Roll Call No. 205 (on the final passage of H.R.
2). Had | been present, | would have voted
“No.”

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. EARL L. “BUDDY” CARTER

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, May 23, 2018

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
was unavoidably detained. Had | been

present, | would have voted yea on Roll Call
No. 216.

CONGRATULATING A GROUP OF
OUTSTANDING STUDENTS FROM
AUBURN, MASSACHUSETTS

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 23, 2018

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize and congratulate a group of out-
standing students from Auburn, Massachu-
setts.

Students from Auburn High School's AP
United States Government & Politics class
traveled here to Washington, D.C. last month
to take part in the “We The People” national
finals competition. Hosted by the Center for
Civic Education, this program teaches kids
from across America about the importance of
our founding principles. Now more than ever,
we must teach our students about the value of
public service. Through discussion and simu-
lated Congressional hearings, the students got
a firsthand look at the historical and contem-
porary debates that drive our nation’s political
discourse.

Auburn High School has taken part in “We
The People” since 2011, and this is already
their third time to Washington. This year, the
class participated in a daylong state competi-
tion before moving on to nationals, and raised
over $50,000 to help cover the cost of their
trip.

The most important title in our democracy is
that of citizen. We are obligated by our history
to pass along to future generations the hard-
fought rights and responsibilities of that citi-
zenship. Through their hard work, these stu-
dents learned that our democracy is not just
an achievement, but an unending call to build
a more perfect union for all. They discovered
the importance of civility, compromise, and
community in our politics. And they left know-
ing that their voices really do matter here in
Washington.

Mr. Speaker, | am so proud of the hard
work and determination of Samantha Barrell,
Brendan Benevento, Zachary Billings, Matthew
Bregman, Kayrin Brower, Jessica Chenard,
Hannah Cherry, Olivia Copson, Lucas Daly,
Enaira DaSilva, Marisa Day, Sydney Dinsdale,
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Amanda Doherty, Kathryn Dudko, Emily Frost,
Jacob Landry, Brianna Leon, Savannah Louis
Charles, Morgan Maher, Haydn McPherson,
Tiffany Moen, Katelyn Norwood, Renee
Ordway, Ana Pietrewicz, Kyle Powers, Brian
Sarkisian, Jacob Stokes, Bridget White, and
William Wright. Each of them represented
Massachusetts with distinction and dedication,
and | wish them only success in all their future
endeavors.

———

TRIBUTE TO BETA SIGMA PHI
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 23, 2018

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Beta
Sigma Phi. This organization was presented
with the Spirit of Christmas Award from the
Salvation Army at their annual dinner on May
9, 2018.

Beta Sigma Phi is an international women’s
sorority that began working with the Salvation
Army in 1989. Every year, the Salvation Army
provides toys for the women inmates at a
nearby prison to select as Christmas presents
for their children. Beta Sigma Phi then wraps
and packs the gift for shipping, so that the
children have presents at Christmas.

Mr. Speaker, | commend Beta Sigma Phi for
receiving this outstanding award and for their
continued commitment to making their com-
munity better. | am proud to represent them,
and lowans like them, in the United States
Congress. | ask that my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives join
me in congratulating this group of women and
in wishing them nothing but continued suc-
cess.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF HARRY
ARCHER BUZZETT

HON. NEAL P. DUNN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 23, 2018

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Harry Archer Buzzett who passed away
peacefully at the age of 94 on April 7, 2018.

Harry Buzzett is a decorated war veteran,
devout Catholic, and dedicated family man.

Harry graduated from West Point on June 6,
1944. On this date, Harry would also learn
that his brother Julian Rexall Buzzett (“Rex”)
was killed in action during the D-Day invasion.
Harry fought in WWII, the Korean War, and
the Vietnam War at the ranks of 2nd Lieuten-
ant and later Full Colonel. During his 30 years
of service, Harry received the Bronze Star
(Valor), the Army Air Medal (Valor), and in
2014, Harry was awarded the French Legion
of Honor.

Harry Buzzett not only embodied a lifestyle
of service while fighting for our country, but
also back home (in the states) through dedica-
tion to his family and church.

Harry married Catherine Neil Austin and to-
gether, the two of them would go on to raise
six children. The Buzzett family lived in Mas-
sachusetts for several years, before moving
back to their hometown in Franklin County, FL
in 1985.
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Mr. Buzzett will be missed by many. May
his service to our country always be remem-
bered and venerated and may he rest in
peace.

WHEN THE WELDERS CAME TO
CAPITOL HILL

HON. THOMAS R. SUOZZI

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 23, 2018

Mr. SUOZZI. Mr. Speaker, last year, | wel-
comed three welders—Christopher Donahue,
Andrew Labeck and Moises Fernandez—into
my Washington, D.C. office. They were smart,
articulate, and passionate about their work.

These welders had access to job training
and critical tools to give them a chance to
earn and thrive. And our nation needs more of
them. Sixty percent of Americans do not at-
tend college. We need more post-secondary
school education, such as apprenticeship pro-
grams and vocational schools for the next
generation that chooses not to attend college
but is willing to work hard to have the skills to
live the American Dream.

The collective story of Christopher, Andrew
and Moises tells us a great deal about what
can work in the American economy. Their
story also shines a bright light on how to build
an economy that gives everyone a chance to
earn a share of the American Dream.

Christopher, Andrew and Moises’ story in-
spired me to write in the Wall Street Journal
about their success and about how to put peo-
ple to work in America.

Therefore, | include in the RECORD, those
words, that inspiration.

[The Wall Street Journal, May 14, 2017]
WHEN THE WELDERS CAME TO CAPITOL HILL
(By Tom Suozzi)

I'm sitting in my Capitol Hill office a few
weeks ago, meeting with three well-dressed,
well-spoken young men who earn salaries in
the high five and low six figures. You see the
type a lot in Washington, but these guys are
different. They’re not lobbyists. They don’t
represent Wall Street or any Fortune 500
companies. They’re welders.

America needs more of them and what
they represent: good jobs at good wages.
Last month I held a roundtable with sup-
pliers in the aeronautic and defense indus-
tries, who told me they cannot find enough
computer machinists. It sounds like an in-
timidating job, but according to these com-
panies, trade schools and community col-
leges teach the specific skills needed.

Census data show that in 2015 there were
105 million full-time jobs in the U.S., about
59 million of which paid less than $50,000 a
year. That’s not enough to raise a family and
achieve the American dream. Most people
who work these jobs responded to President
Trump’s message of antiglobalization and
“America First.”” Many workers without col-
lege degrees have played by the rules but
still feel left behind. Globalization and tech-
nology rendered their stable, good-paying
jobs obsolete.

Policy experts, economists and politicians
(including me) have pushed college education
as the solution. We’ve argued the more you
learn, the more you earn. Yet minting more
college graduates in the STEM subjects—
science, technology, engineering and math—
is only half the story. The other half ought
to be creating jobs that can be filled by grad-
uates of high schools, trade schools, commu-
nity colleges and union apprenticeships.
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