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yet another independence movement culmi-
nating in the restoration of their independence 
on August 30, 1991—the United States once 
again recognized Azerbaijan’s independence 
on December 25, 1991. Since that Christmas 
Day over twenty-five years ago, the United 
States has supported the Republic of Azer-
baijan’s political independence, sovereignty, 
and territorial integrity within internationally 
recognized borders. 

Mr. Speaker, Azerbaijan has not only been 
a friend to the United States in our times of 
need, most notably after September 11, 2001, 
when Azerbaijan gave us their unconditional 
assistance in bringing to justice those who 
carried out that cowardly attack, but also to 
our dear friend Israel. Azerbaijan and Israel 
recently celebrated twenty-five years of strong 
diplomatic relations. A relationship that has 
seen great growth in trade between the two 
nations and an ever increasing dedication to 
strengthening energy security in the region. 

Mr. Speaker, I extend my sincerest con-
gratulations to the people of Azerbaijan as 
they celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the 
establishment of the Azerbaijan Democratic 
Republic. 

f 

HONORING CAPTAIN THEODORE 
MORAN ON BEING NAMED OAK 
LAWN’S TOP FIREFIGHTER OF 
2018 

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 22, 2018 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Captain Theodore Moran of the Oak 
Lawn Fire Department for being named the vil-
lage’s Top Firefighter of 2018. The Oak Lawn 
Lion’s Club bestows this award on a distin-
guished member of the department after being 
nominated by his or her peers and selected by 
a committee of fire department leaders. 

Captain Moran has distinguished himself on 
numerous occasions, putting his life on the 
line for residents of Oak Lawn. In 2014, he 
was awarded the Fire Department’s Medal of 
Honor Award and he continues to serve the 
community with distinction. Captain Moran is a 
superb example of the Oak Lawn Fire Depart-
ment’s motto ‘‘The Desire to Serve—The 
Courage to Act—The Ability to Perform.’’ 

I ask my colleagues to join me in honoring 
Captain Theodore Moran of the Oak Lawn 
Fire Department. I congratulate him on his ac-
complishments and thank him for his service. 

f 

HONORING THE RETIREMENT OF 
FATHER THOMAS C. EISWEIRTH 

HON. TIM RYAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 22, 2018 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to recognize and honor the retirement of Fa-
ther Thomas C. Eisweirth as the pastor of 
Blessed Sacrament Parish in Warren, Ohio. 

Fr. Eisweirth was ordained a priest in 1974 
by Bishop James Malone. He grew up at St. 
Mary Parish in Conneaut, Ohio in Ashtabula 
County. Over the course of his ministry, he 

has served in five other parishes in the Dio-
cese of Youngstown and in other parishes 
throughout the region including Trumbull, Por-
tage, Columbiana, and Mahoning Counties. In 
2010, Bishop George Murry S.J. appointed Fr. 
Eisweirth as pastor of this parish. Now, after 
forty-four years in active ministry, he is retir-
ing. 

Fr. Eisweirth always gives the most touching 
sermons. He has a way of connecting deep 
spiritual principles to our everyday lives. He 
truly embodies the mission of the parish to be 
a Blessed Sacrament for the people of War-
ren, Howland, and the entire world. He is an 
excellent priest and a phenomenal pastor. I 
will miss his immense wisdom, and I will keep 
him in my prayers. I wish him every blessing 
as he begins a new journey in retirement. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MICHAEL R. TURNER 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 22, 2018 

Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, due to my 
mother’s health, I was unable to vote on Roll 
Call votes 207, 208, and 209. Had I been 
present, I would have voted YEA on Roll Call 
No. 207; YEA on Roll Call No. 208; and YEA 
on Roll Call No. 209. 

f 

HONORING VICTORIA ‘‘VICKI’’ 
TOUCHSTONE—REFUGE EM-
PLOYEE OF THE YEAR AWARD 

HON. JUAN VARGAS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 22, 2018 

Mr. VARGAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Victoria ‘‘Vicki’’ Touchstone who has 
been named the 2018 National Wildlife Refuge 
System Employee of the Year. 

Vicki Touchstone is a Refuge Planner for 
the San Diego National Wildlife Complex. The 
wildlife refuge protects endangered, threat-
ened, migratory, and native species in their 
natural habitats during a growing urbanization 
of the coast. The refuge is located at the 
south end of San Diego and is surrounded by 
the cities of National City, Chula Vista, San 
Diego, Imperial Beach and Coronado which 
fall in my congressional district. In her role, 
she has developed important projects that 
have assisted and protected the wildlife popu-
lations that call the 51st Congressional District 
their home. In addition, she’s created pro-
grams that have provided created greater pub-
lic access for the community. 

She has dedicated 16 years of her career to 
the San Diego National Wildlife Complex, 
completing multiple habitat restoration 
projects, drafted and finalized four major Com-
prehensive Corporations Plans for four dif-
ferent refuges and expanded public access. 

I am told that at home she has created an 
oasis for turtle and tortoises that were rescued 
from the San Diego Turtle and Tortoise Soci-
ety right in her backyard and takes her per-
sonal vacations at the annual California Trails 
and Greenways Conference. Her dedication to 
protecting wildlife in San Diego is astounding. 

I would like to recognize Vicki Touchstone 
for her dedication to protect wildlife in my dis-

trict, congratulate her being recognized as the 
2018 National Wildlife Refuge System Em-
ployee of the Year and for all the work she 
has done to preserving wildlife in the 51st Dis-
trict of California. 

f 

COMMENDING LOCAL 2018 HIGH 
SCHOOL GRADUATES FOR THEIR 
DECISION TO ENLIST IN THE 
UNITED STATES MARINES AND 
OUR COMMUNITY SALUTES OF 
FAIRFAX, VIRGINIA FOR 
HOSTING THE INAUGURAL HIGH 
SCHOOL ENLISTEE RECOGNITION 
CEREMONY 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 22, 2018 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the 10 Fairfax, Virginia area high 
school seniors who plan to enlist in the United 
States Marines after graduation. These stu-
dents have excelled in their academic and ex-
tracurricular activities, and I offer my sincere 
congratulations upon their high school gradua-
tion. 

I commend these student leaders for their 
selflessness and courageous decision to serve 
their country as members of the United States 
Marines: 

David Kha; Luke Kim; Ismael Shehat; 
Zachary Torres; Alex Cundith; Jasper Allison; 
Joshua Adkins; Ian Framstad; Robero 
Fuentes; Jenish KC. 

These students will be honored by the Our 
Community Salutes Fairfax Chapter of Our 
Community Salutes at their Inaugural Military 
Enlistee Recognition Ceremony on Tuesday, 
May 22, 2018 in Sterling, VA. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in thanking these young men and women and 
their families for their dedication to serving this 
great Nation. We owe them and the many 
Americans who have served and will serve a 
debt of gratitude. 

f 

SHARING STUDENTS’ ‘MARCH FOR 
OUR LIVES’ REMARKS 

HON. STENY H. HOYER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 22, 2018 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, on May 9, I came 
to the Floor and spoke about the March For 
Our Lives on March 24 and the nine extraor-
dinarily poised students in Morristown, New 
Jersey, who spoke at the rally there, which I 
attended. I include in the RECORD remarks by 
Benjamin Douglas. I hope my colleagues will 
read them and internalize the sense of fear in 
which our nation’s students are living every 
day—and our responsibility as Members of 
Congress to do something to address this cri-
sis of gun violence. 
MARCH FOR OUR LIVES REMARKS BY BENJAMIN 

DOUGLAS 
Mass shootings have been becoming a more 

and more common part of our society for 
years now. By the time I became aware of 
this, many ordinary people had already 
begun to work toward change. One such per-
son was a close friend of mine who took part 
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in and introduced me to the Sandy Hook 
Ride on Washington also known as Team 26. 
Team 26 is an organization of twenty-six cy-
clists and activists who every year, ride to-
gether from Newtown, CT, to Washington, 
DC, in order to honor the twenty-six lives 
lost in the Newtown School Shooting, raise 
awareness of gun violence, and the ever- 
growing need for common sense gun legisla-
tion. His participation in this ride and my 
discovery of it opened my eyes to many 
things regarding the topic of gun violence. 

Firstly, it got me thinking about my own 
town’s vulnerability to this ever growing 
issue. I had grown up believing that my town 
was immune to the epidemic of gun violence. 
But with my new outlook on the conflict, I 
found that it has become increasingly dif-
ficult, almost impossible to still confidently 
say this. I realized that no town in our coun-
try is more or less likely to experience these 
types of tragedies. 

Also, I thought about how gun violence and 
other forms of mass violence had affected my 
childhood. Seemingly endless lock-down 
drills, news stories of ‘another shooting,’ and 
hearing my peers discuss what they would do 
if they were ever in a scenario such as a 
school shooting. I knew that no one should 
need to worry about their safety or think 
about how they would react in public places 
during an avoidable tragedy like this. I felt 
strongly about this and wanted to make a 
difference. 

Through watching the men and women who 
rode their bikes from Newtown, CT, to Wash-
ington, DC, stop along the way to hold ral-
lies, call people to action, and spread hope 
wherever they went, I saw ways I too could 
make a difference. The following year, I rode 
with Team 26, and I witnessed the rallies at 
which many of the family members and 
friends of people who had lost their lives to 
gun violence spoke about their experience. 

During our rally in Trenton, we heard 
members of Mothers Demand Action speak 
about the loss of their sons and daughters, 
we learned exactly how it felt to have some-
one you love so dearly taken from you for-
ever due to a strangers ease of access to a 
firearm. 

Here, in Morristown, we met and rode with 
a mother whose life was turned upside down 
by a man who discharged a firearm in a mall, 
seriously hurting her, and killing her fifteen- 
year-old daughter! 

Listening to these people speak helped me 
discover the real reason I was there. 

I was riding with Team 26 to be a mes-
senger. 

We were listening to these people speak 
first-hand about when their loved ones were 
taken by another person with a gun and how 
it felt and affected their lives. 

We took these peoples’ experiences and sto-
ries to the elected officials in the states we 
visited and in our nation’s capital to educate 
them on what is really going on in their 
country. 

It is so easy to be unaware of how often 
shootings occur as most shootings go unre-
ported and therefore are quickly forgotten 
by those not involved. But for the friends 
and family whose friend, child, or sibling had 
been taken from them, any of these occur-
rences are life changing. 

We ride to ensure that no life gets forgot-
ten. 

We ride to educate our lawmakers about 
gun violence beyond the statistics, to show 
them not only the numbers, but who those 
numbers represent and the heartbreak and 
sorrow they live with. 

We ride to encourage these lawmakers to 
begin making change. 

To urge their peers to stand up with them 
against gun violence. 

To vote for common sense gun laws such as 
mandatory background checks, banning as-

sault rifles and bump-stocks, and helping to 
make mental healthcare more accessible and 
accepted nationwide. 

Team 26 shares many of its goals with the 
hundreds of other organizations and groups 
who are currently battling the nationwide 
epidemic of gun violence now more than 
ever. We all must now come together as one 
group and refuse to be silenced. 

We must continue to organize these events 
and never stop making noise until our rep-
resentatives get it. 

Until they understand that gun violence is 
not a problem that is going to fix itself and 
that the citizens they represent are relying 
on them to become part of the solution. 

In order to convince our representatives 
that the voice of many is more powerful than 
ever, we must never give up and become an 
active part of our society. You can do this in 
countless numbers of ways. 

If you are seventeen or older, make sure 
you are registered to vote. 

If you are eighteen or older, make sure 
that you do vote. 

No matter what your age is, you can get 
involved and make your voice heard. In fact, 
you already have by attending this event and 
hopefully attending more in the future to 
show that we will never go away. 

Unfortunately, it is unlikely this will be 
the end. But we must all make a continuous 
effort to keep the pressure on and to fight 
for what is right. Without the power of the 
people, this conflict will never have a solu-
tion. 

So we must press on, ride on, never give 
up, and pledge to being the generation that 
will create the place where this will never 
happen again. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF H.E. AMBAS-
SADOR VASILIOS PHILIPPOU 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 22, 2018 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay tribute to His Excel-
lency Ambassador Vasilios Philippou as he 
ends his tenure as High Commissioner and 
Consul General of the Republic of Cyprus in 
New York City. 

Ambassador Philippou has dedicated his 
entire adult life to serving his country. As a 
young man, Ambassador Philippou served in 
the Cypriot National Guard. He began his ca-
reer in at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 
1991. His postings in foreign service include 
serving as Consul General in New York; High 
Commissioner of the Republic of Cyprus to 
Antigua, Barbuda, St. Lucia, and Trinidad and 
Tobago; a Counsellor on Economic and Multi-
lateral Affairs; and as an Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary to Mexico. 

Ambassador Philippou has been awarded 
the International Good Scout Award from the 
greater New York Councils of Boy Scouts of 
America and has been honored by the Cyprus 
Children’s Fund, a nonprofit which provides 
scholarships to Cypriot students to attend Uni-
versity abroad. He is also an Honorary Fellow 
of the Foreign Policy Association of New York. 

Throughout his tenure in New York, Ambas-
sador Philippou displayed tremendous dedica-
tion to improving the U.S.-Cypriot relationship. 
He has been named the next High Commis-
sioner of Cyprus in Ottawa, Canada, and I am 
confident that in that role, he will build upon 

his already-impressive record of public serv-
ice. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing H.E. Ambassador Philippou’s 
amazing dedication to public service and his 
tireless work to strengthen the long friendship 
between the Republic of Cyprus and the 
United States of America. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF SERGEANT 
DAVID QUINN FOR HIS SERVICE 
TO OUR COUNTRY DURING 
WORLD WAR II 

HON. ANN M. KUSTER 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 22, 2018 

Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor United States 
Marine Corps 1st Sergeant David Quinn of 
Temple, New Hampshire for his service and 
sacrifice to our country during World War II. 

Sgt. Quinn gave his life on November 20, 
1943, during the amphibious assault on 
Tarawa, an island atoll located in the Gilbert 
Islands. What became known as one of the 
‘‘toughest’’ battles in Marine Corps history, the 
Battle of Tarawa was 76 hours of intense 
fighting with Japanese defenders, and it 
claimed the lives of approximately 1,000 Ma-
rines and sailors, including Sgt. Quinn at just 
24 years old. But the tenacity and unwavering 
commitment displayed by Sgt. Quinn and his 
fellow Marines helped lead the Americans to 
victory in the battle two days later. 

For decades, Sgt. Quinn’s family believed 
his body had been lost at sea, never to be re-
covered and given a proper burial. That all 
changed when his nephew Paul Quinn was 
contacted by military scientists, who said they 
had positively identified Sgt. Quinn’s remains. 
Last month, nearly 75 years after his death, 
Sgt. Quinn finally came home to New Hamp-
shire and received a funeral with full military 
honors, bringing much needed closure and 
peace to the Quinn family. 

On behalf of New Hampshire’s Second Con-
gressional District, I express my deepest grati-
tude to Sgt. Quinn for his service and for mak-
ing the ultimate sacrifice in defense of the 
freedoms we hold so dear. I thank his family 
for seeing him through until the end and for 
keeping his memory alive, and I share their re-
lief over his return home. I will continue work-
ing to ensure our brave veterans receive the 
respect, dignity and services they deserve. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF SADETE 
MUJOVIC 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 22, 2018 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize the remark-
able achievements of Sadete Mujovic, an edu-
cator who is making a difference in the lives 
of her students and a leader in the Muslim 
American community who is developing won-
derful after-school programs to encourage chil-
dren to reach their full potential. I am delighted 
to recognize her remarkable contributions at a 
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