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IN RECOGNITION OF MR. RICHARD
S. MONSON

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 18, 2018

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is
my honor and pleasure to extend my personal
congratulations and best wishes to Mr. Rich-
ard S. Monson. Richard has been the driving
force behind Southwest Georgia Farm Credit
in Bainbridge, Georgia for 18 years and cur-
rently serves as the President and Chief Exec-
utive Officer (CEQO). He will be retiring on July
31, 2018.

A native of Maryland, Richard received a
Bachelor's of Science degree from West Vir-
ginia University and a Master's degree from
Clemson University, both in Agricultural Eco-
nomics. He also attended the Graduate
School of Banking at Louisiana State Univer-
sity.

For over three decades, Richard Monson
has been a highly trusted leader in the finan-
cial services industry and in rural America. He
has built an impressive career, beginning with
his work with the West Virginia Farm Commis-
sion’s prison farm system. Richard went on to
serve as a Data Management and Research
Analyst in the Department of Agricultural Eco-
nomics and Rural Sociology at Clemson Uni-
versity. He joined the Farm Credit System in
1986, when he became a Senior Economist at
AgFirst Farm Credit Bank in Columbia, South
Carolina. He later joined Farm Credit of South-
west Florida in Arcadia, Florida, where he
served in a variety of roles including Commer-
cial Loan Officer, Chief Operating Officer, and
Chief Lending Officer. He became the Presi-
dent and CEO of Southwest Georgia Farm
Credit in 2000 and has since distributed $89
million of member dividends to the company’s
farmer owners with more than $900 million in
assets.

Richard’s diligent commitment to financial
services and rural America has also been mir-
rored by his involvement in the community. He
has served on the Board of Trustees of Edi-
son College in Fort Myers, Florida and as the
Chairman of the AgFirst Presidents Group and
the Georgia Cooperative Council.

Dr. Benjamin E. Mays often said: “You
make your living by what you get, you make
your life by what you give.” We are so grateful
that Richard Monson has given his time and
talents to provide a premier financial institution
for the farmers of Southwest Georgia. A man
of great integrity, his efforts, his dedication,
and his expertise are unparalleled. Southwest
Georgia shines a little brighter because of
Richard Monson.

He has accomplished much in his life, but
none of it would have been possible without
the love and support of his wife, Linda, and
their two daughters, Katie and Kristen. After
retirement, Richard will enjoy spending time
with the family he cherishes so dearly.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me, my wife, Vivian, and the more than
730,000 residents of Georgia’'s Second Con-
gressional District, in extending our sincerest
appreciation and best wishes to Mr. Richard
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S. Monson upon the occasion of his retirement
from an outstanding career in financial serv-
ices supporting agriculture in Southwest Geor-
gia.

———

VETERANS CEMETERY BENEFIT
CORRECTION ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. DAVID P. ROE

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 16, 2018

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, | in-
clude in the RECORD an exchange of letters in
connection with S. 2372, the VA MISSION
Act.

COMMITTEE ON RULES,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, May 10, 2018.
Hon. PHIL ROE,
Chairman, Committee on Veterans’ Affairs,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN ROE: On May 8, 2018, the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs ordered re-
ported H.R. 5674, the VA MISSION Act of
2018. As you know, the Committee on Rules
was granted an additional referral upon the
bill’s introduction pursuant to the Commit-
tee’s jurisdiction under rule X of the Rules of
the House of Representatives over rules and
joint rules of the House.

Because of your willingness to consult
with my committee and make necessary
changes to the legislation regarding this
matter, I will waive consideration of the bill
by the Rules Committee. By agreeing to
waive its consideration of the bill, the Rules
Committee does not waive its jurisdiction
over H.R. 5674. In addition, the Committee
on Rules reserves its authority to seek con-
ferees on any provisions of the bill that are
within its jurisdiction during any House-
Senate conference that may be convened on
this legislation. I ask your commitment to
support any request by the Committee on
Rules for conferees on H.R. 5674 or related
legislation.

I also request that you include this letter
and your response as part of your commit-
tee’s report on the bill and in the Congres-
sional Record during consideration of the
legislation on the House floor. Thank you for
your attention to these matters.

Sincerely,
PETE SESSIONS,
Chairman, House Committee on Rules.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS,
Washington, DC, May 10, 2018.
Hon. PETE SESSIONS,
Chairman, Committee on Rules,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your
letter regarding the Rules Committee’s ju-
risdictional interest in H.R. 5674, the VA
MISSION Act of 2018, and your willingness to
forego consideration of H.R. 5674 by your
committee.

I agree that the Committee on Rules has a
valid jurisdictional interest in certain provi-
sions of H.R. 5674, and that the Committee’s
jurisdiction will not be adversely affected by
your decision to forego consideration of H.R.
5674. As you have requested, I will address
the necessary changes to the legislation and
I will support your request for an appro-
priate appointment of outside conferees from
your Committee in the event of a House-Sen-
ate conference on this or similar legislation
should such a conference be convened.

Finally, I will include a copy of your letter
and this response in the Committee Report
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and in the Congressional Record during the
floor consideration of this bill.
Thank you again for your cooperation.
Sincerely,
DAvVID P. ROE M.D.,
Chairman.

————

CELEBRATING BERNICE MAY HOYT
OF GREENE COUNTY

HON. JOHN J. FASO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 18, 2018

Mr. FASO. Mr. Speaker, it is with immense
respect and great honor that | rise today to
recognize Bernice May Hoyt for receiving the
Outstanding Contribution by a Senior Citizen
Award for Greene County. This designation
honors an exceptional senior citizen in Greene
County who has demonstrated an unyielding
commitment to the betterment of the commu-
nity.

From volunteering at her local church and
assisting her elderly neighbors, to donating
her time and services to the Mountain Top
Food Pantry, Bernice has given selflessly to
provide for her friends and neighbors, and es-
pecially for area seniors. Through her actions,
Bernice has improved the quality of life for
countless individuals and has become a cor-
nerstone of the Greene County community.

| am grateful for Bernice’s years of dedica-
tion to the Greene County community, to the
19th District, and to New York state. | wish her
the best as she continues to serve as an in-
spiration to all who have the pleasure of
crossing paths with her.

——

IN HONOR OF DON HANSEN’S RE-
TIREMENT FROM HANSEN &
PECK LAW FIRM

HON. LIZ CHENEY

OF WYOMING
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 18, 2018

Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
extend my congratulations to Don Hansen on
his retirement.

This is a momentous occasion and | hope
that he will take the time to reflect upon all his
hard work over the past 50 years working as
an attorney in Newcastle, Wyoming. | thank
him for his contributions to Hansen & Peck
and to our community.

Again, Mr. Speaker, | would like to extend
my congratulations to Don Hansen on his re-
tirement. | wish him the best in future endeav-
ors.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE GREATER
DENTON ARTS COUNCIL

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, May 18, 2018

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Greater Denton Arts Council as
it celebrates its 50th Anniversary as the home
for Denton’s artists and community organiza-
tions.
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The Greater Denton Arts Council traces its
roots back to 1967, when the Denton Cham-
ber of Commerce formed a Fine Arts and Cul-
tural Affairs Committee to demonstrate its sup-
port of the arts. In 1969, this committee be-
came an independent entity and renamed
itself the Greater Denton Arts Council (GDAC),
becoming the umbrella organization for area
arts, cultural and educational entities.

To address the need for a permanent arts
facility in Denton, an ad hoc committee began
planning in 1973 to reach that goal. A lease
was finally negotiated by the GDAC in 1981 to
convert several existing industrial buildings lo-
cated at the southwest corner of East Hickory
St. and South Bell Ave. Renovations began in
1984 to convert the warehouse located at the
southwest corner of the intersection into what
would become the Center for the Visual Arts
(CVA). The CVA opened to the public with its
first art exhibition in the Meadows Gallery. In
2014, the CVA was subsequently renamed the
Patterson—Appleton Arts Center.

The GDAC also renovated the Campus
Theatre building in the 1990s, converting the
1,200 seat movie house into a 300 seat live
theatre and performance venue. In doing so,
the GDAC preserved the unique late-deco de-
sign features of the structure and established
a suitable local venue to support performing
organizations.

In the decades since its inception, GDAC
venues have provided local Denton County
audiences with high-quality permanent and
temporary exhibitions for local and national
artists. Additionally, the GDAC has served as
an umbrella organization for collaborative ef-
forts with area universities, the Denton Inde-
pendent School District and the City of Den-
ton, including programs such as the “Get
Started with the Arts” program to introduce
Denton elementary students to classical
music, visual arts, professional theater, ballet
and opera.

GDAC has been an integral part of the an-
nual Congressional Art Contest since 20083,
serving as host of the annual High School Art
Contest for the 26th District of Texas. Each
year the GDAC has staged the exhibition and
hosted the recognition reception for hundreds
of North Texas students, their parents, and
teachers following this professionally-judged
contest.

As the GDAC meets for the presentation of
the Community Arts Recognition Award
(CARA) to this years recipients, | extend my
deepest appreciation on behalf of the constitu-
ents of the 26th District of Texas. The commit-
ments of those recognized this year, along
with the past and future honorees, are well-de-
served for their role in support of educational
and cultural mission of GDAC and the artistic
and cultural presence that makes Denton,
Texas such a unique place to call home.

——
HONORING DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF
THE NATIONAL RECONNAIS-

SANCE OFFICE, MAJOR GENERAL
STEPHEN DENKER

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 18, 2018

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the Deputy Director of the National Re-
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connaissance Office, Major General Stephen
Denker.

General Denker is retiring after a long and
impressive career in the Air Force. Though his
Air Force assignments have taken him around
the world, three of those assignments have
been in Colorado and his family has called
Centennial home for the past three years.
General Denker looks forward to returning
“home” to Colorado and spending more time
with his wife Corinne and sons Ben and Jake.
Jake will graduate from Grandview High
School this spring. Like his father, Gen.
Denker’'s older son Ben, is serving in the Air
Force and has accepted the demanding chal-
lenge of training to be a Pararescueman and
their motto “That Others May Live”.

General Denker was born in lllinois and
moved to Wisconsin in 6th grade. He earned
his commission through the Air Force Reserve
Officer's Training Corps and a Bachelor’s de-
gree in Aeronautical Engineering from the Uni-
versity of Minnesota—Twin Cities Institute of
Technology as well as a Masters of System
Management from the University of Southern
California.

During his career General Denker has
served in a variety of acquisition, operational,
command and staff assignments in the United
States and overseas. A true space profes-
sional, nearly all of his 32 year career has
been dedicated to acquiring space capabilities
and leading other space professionals in sup-
port of the Intelligence Community and De-
partment of Defense. General Denker held
multiple commands at the squadron, group
and wing level and was responsible for the de-
velopment of leaders across the Air Force as
the Commandant of Air Command and Staff
College and the Vice Commander of the
Spaatz Center.

As the Deputy Director of the National Re-
connaissance Office, General Denker has
been critical to coordinating national space ca-
pabilities like the National Space Defense
Center. As a member of the Armed Services
Committee, | have appreciated both his exper-
tise and candor in his appearance before the
Strategic Forces subcommittee on space
issues.

While I'll miss seeing General Denker be-
fore the committee, | look forward to seeing
him back home in Colorado. On behalf of my
House colleagues, | take this opportunity to
thank Major General Denker for his service to
the nation and wish him well in retirement.

—————

IN RECOGNITION OF REVEREND
GOZIE E. PENSON

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 18, 2018

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to extend my sincerest congratulations
and birthday wishes to a dedicated man of
God and community servant, Reverend Gozie
E. Penson, who is celebrating his 100th birth-
day at 2 p.m. on Saturday, May 26, 2018 at
the Holiday Inn located at 197 East Broad
Street in Athens, Georgia.

Reverend Gozie E. Penson was born on
May 31, 1918 in Fayette County, Georgia. He
is a product of the Peach County School Sys-
tem and a member of Henry Hunt High
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School’'s graduating class. After graduating
from high school, he attended Morehouse Col-
lege and earned a Bachelor's of Divinity de-
gree from Howard University’s School of Reli-
gion.

Rev. Penson received a calling to preach
the Gospel of Jesus Christ to migrants in
Pocomoke City, Maryland and Belle Glade,
Florida through the National Council of
Churches. He later served with the Pres-
byterian Church in Tuskegee and Mont-
gomery, Alabama as well as the Urban
League in Washington, D.C.

Throughout his life, Rev. Penson was an ac-
tive member of several civic organizations
where he poured his time and energy includ-
ing Tuskegee’s Retired Senior Volunteer Pro-
gram, Committee for Good Government,
Oenology Club, and the Tuskegee Civic Asso-
ciation.

Acts 20:35 says, “l have shown you in
every way, by laboring like this, that you must
support the weak. And remember the words of
the Lord Jesus, that He said, ‘It is more
blessed to give than to receive .”” Truly, Rev-
erend Penson has abided by this scripture,
understanding his calling and purpose to serve
God'’s people and his community.

Reverend Penson has accomplished many
things in his life, but none of these would have
been possible without the grace of God and
the love and support of his late wife, Claudine,
and their children, Merryll, Elvin, and Nari.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me, my wife, Vivian, and the more than
730,000 residents of Georgia’'s Second Con-
gressional District, in recognizing Reverend
Gozie E. Penson for his selfless service to
God, his church, and humankind. We extend
our best wishes to him as he, his family, and
friends celebrate his 100th birthday.

———

TRIBUTE TO THE JONES FAMILY,
TRIPLE J ENTERPRISES, INC.

HON. GREGORIO KILILI CAMACHO
SABLAN

OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 18, 2018

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, Robert H.
Jones, his wife Margaret A. Jones, and their
family are known in the Marianas and through-
out the Western Pacific for their successes in
business. They are also known for the vision
and heart with which they have used their per-
sonal successes for the benefit of the commu-
nities where they live and do business.

Born in North Carolina, Robert (“Bob”)
Jones moved to Guam in 1957 to work for the
company his brother Kenneth had started—
Jones & Guerrero, Incorporated. Bob would
work alongside Ken for the next 24 years, ris-
ing to be Executive Vice President and Chief
Operating Officer of the company.

In 1984, though, he struck out on his own
and established Triple J Enterprises on Guam,
a reference to the Jones’ three children—Julie,
Jeff and Jay. Starting with a Subaru distribu-
torship he bought from Ken the company did
well, later venturing up two years later to
Saipan in the Northern Mariana Islands.

From the inception, it was a family business:
Margaret did the buying, handled advertising
and public relations, and was the company
treasurer. Sister Georgia J. Stafford also lent
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