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Maxwell Memorial Library in the Village of
Camillus first opened its doors 100 years ago
following the advocacy of local teacher K.
Belle Hackford, who organized the Camillus
Library Association on May 26, 1918.

The library was granted a provisional char-
ter on September 22, 1921, and its absolute
charter on February 19, 1926. The name was
changed to Maxwell Memorial Library, in
honor of librarian Mary Ellis Maxwell, on Feb-
ruary 28, 1958.

Maxwell Memorial Library has had several
homes, all on Main Street in the village. Its
first location was in one room over Abert's
Plumbing Shop. In 1922, it moved downstairs
to a larger space. The next move was in 1924,
to the former Cook home. In late 1925, it
made a fourth move to an old building behind
Kemper Garage before the library finally set-
tled into its current home in the former Pres-
byterian Church.

Today, Maxwell Memorial Library offers
adult, early, and digital literacy programs to its
patrons. On average, around 31,000 people
visit Maxwell Memorial Library every year.

It is my honor to recognize Maxwell Memo-
rial Library’s current director, Amanda E.
Perrine, and former director, Katy Benson, and
Board of Trustees Lucille Adorante, Donna
Breen, Michael Dendis, Cynthia Drake, Megan
Glass, Sue Mezey, Kristen Northrop, and Barb
Parsons for their hard work to make this li-
brary what is today. Congratulations on 100
years in our community.

——————

GLOBAL HEALTH SUPPLY CHAIN
MANAGEMENT: LESSONS
LEARNED AND WAYS FORWARD

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 18, 2018

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker,
yesterday we held a hearing on global health
supply chain management. By holding yester-
day’s hearing, this subcommittee is fulfilling its
obligation to the American taxpayers to con-
duct vigorous oversight of our global health
programs in order to ensure that U.S. taxpayer
dollars are being used properly and efficiently
to deliver aid to rightful beneficiaries. It also,
we hope, will help better the lives of those
beneficiaries in the developing world who re-
ceive life-saving medications thanks to the
generosity of the American people.

Specifically, we addressed serious concerns
regarding the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development’s contractor selection
process and performance by that supply chain
management company, Chemonics Inter-
national, which was awarded the agency’s
largest ever monetary contract—a contract
with a ceiling of $9.5 billion over five years.

Congressional interest in this was triggered
by reports last year that Chemonics had failed
repeatedly to deliver essential health commod-
ities in a timely manner to African and other
countries where they are desperately need-
ed—most critically, anti-retrovirals to treat HIV/
AIDS patients. At its lowest point, only seven
percent of deliveries were made on time and
in full. The purpose of this hearing is to deter-
mine where USAID went wrong in the selec-
tion and transition process of this contractor
and what can be done to prevent such a fail-
ure in the future.
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In January of 2014, USAID issued a Re-
quest for Proposals for a supply chain man-
agement contractor that would consolidate
procurement and delivery of health commod-
ities to Africa and elsewhere as well as pro-
vide health systems strengthening in conjunc-
tion with the President's Emergency Plan for
AIDS Relief (PEPFAR). Two companies re-
sponded to the request, the first being the
then existing contractor, Partnership for Sup-
ply Chain Management, and the second being
Chemonics.

In April 2015, USAID awarded the contract
to Chemonics, in large part because
Chemonics displayed greater data Vvisibility
and IT capability. As might be expected, the
incumbent losing bidder filed a complaint
against USAID with the U.S. Government Ac-
countability Office and, upon losing that,
lodged an appeal with the U.S. Court of Fed-
eral Claims. In both instances, a deferential
standard of review is applied, and thus
USAID’s decision was upheld.

Following the final decision, the Partnership
began the process to transition services to
Chemonics. While tensions between the two
companies were evident throughout the transi-
tion process, performance levels remained
steady until after Chemonics fully took over
operations. At the end of 2016, under
Chemonics’ leadership, on time deliveries
dropped from 84 percent to 67 percent. They
continued to freefall throughout 2016, down to
31 percent and then reaching an all-time-low
of 7 percent in the first quarter of 2017. During
this time, some countries reported stock-outs
of some commodities.

This absolutely unacceptable delivery record
resulted in part from poor data quality, weak
inventory management and distribution prac-
tices and poor planning. Moreover, while hind-
sight is 20/20, one cannot but question what
justified certain of the assumptions USAID
made when it selected Chemonics.

For example, USAID had graded
Chemonics’ data visibility as “Excellent,” plac-
ing great reliance on Chemonics’ promises re-
garding an IT system. No demonstration of a
functioning IT system was ever requested by
USAID during the selection process, however,
nor any in-person presentation during which
the Technical Evaluation Committee could ask
questions.

Indeed, no such demonstration could have
taken place, as Chemonics had not even com-
pleted building the IT system that was specifi-
cally required in the request for proposals. The
system would not be fully functional until June
2017, nearly a year and half after Chemonics
began operations.

While USAID did require a corrective action
plan from Chemonics and implemented some
corrective measures on the company—includ-
ing freezing promotions and raises until per-
formance reaches an acceptable level—it is
the spur of congressional oversight, including
visits to the field, which has forced the issue
and brings us to where we are today, de-
manding answers and seeking solutions.

Our oversight continues to raise questions,
and not only with respect to the implementing
partner, but also how PEPFAR and USAID are
coordinating their activities. We need to know
how is it that each year PEPFAR engages
partner nations in developing Country Oper-
ational Plans designed to meet particular
needs in each nation while guaranteeing that
annual taxpayer investments are “maximally
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focused and traceable for impact,” yet USAID
is still paying for the drug Nevirapine to give
to HIV patients in Africa. Nevirapine is an out-
dated drug with serious side effects that was
supposed to have been retired a long time
ago.

| expected to hear from our witnesses not
only a post-mortem of what went wrong—and
by that, not simply a passive voice recitation
that “mistakes were made”—but also concrete
solutions for how we can prevent such mis-
takes in the future.

——————

IN HONOR OF THE WYOMING
STATE SOCIETY, DAUGHTERS OF
THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION’S
ONE HUNDRED AND THIRD AN-
NUAL CONFERENCE

HON. LIZ CHENEY

OF WYOMING
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 18, 2018

Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Wyoming State Society, Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution, which will
hold its one hundred and third annual con-
ference on May 17-20 in Cheyenne, Wyo-
ming.

Daughters of the American Revolution has a
long tradition of promoting historic preserva-
tion, education, and patriotism across the
country and state of Wyoming. This year at
their conference, members from around the
state will come together to celebrate their con-
tributions to Wyoming history and society,
present the first annual scholarship to promote
Native American education, and present the
D.A.R. Good Citizen’s award. They will hear
from a host of speakers, including Claudia
Stowers, the Vice President for Advancement
of the Museum of the American Revolution,
and they will rededicate a monument and
benches donated by their organization 42
years ago. Members of the D.A.R. have a
deep sense of patriotism and support for our
armed services. At the conference they will
also celebrate the 100th anniversary of Ger-
many’s surrender in WWI.

During World War |, the state of Wyoming
was very involved in war efforts. Fort D.A.
Russell, now called F.E. Warren Air Force
Base, outside of Cheyenne served as a major
mobilization point at the start of the war.
11,393 Wyoming men served in the war. As a
state with expansive agricultural and energy
production, Wyoming was integral in providing
resources for our troops and civilians. During
this time, Wyoming oil production doubled and
ranchers and farmers worked tirelessly to
meet the increasing demand.

| join the members of the Daughters of the
American Revolution in remembering and
thanking those in our state and across the
country for their contributions to our armed
forces during World War | and throughout his-
tory.

| would also like to thank the members of
the Daughters of the American Revolution for
all they do to preserve the history of our great
state and country and to promote the impor-
tance of education and patriotism of our great
nation.

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to acknowledge
the many contributions the women of the
Daughters of the American Revolution have
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made throughout history,
make today.

and continue to

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. RICHARD
S. MONSON

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 18, 2018

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is
my honor and pleasure to extend my personal
congratulations and best wishes to Mr. Rich-
ard S. Monson. Richard has been the driving
force behind Southwest Georgia Farm Credit
in Bainbridge, Georgia for 18 years and cur-
rently serves as the President and Chief Exec-
utive Officer (CEQO). He will be retiring on July
31, 2018.

A native of Maryland, Richard received a
Bachelor's of Science degree from West Vir-
ginia University and a Master's degree from
Clemson University, both in Agricultural Eco-
nomics. He also attended the Graduate
School of Banking at Louisiana State Univer-
sity.

For over three decades, Richard Monson
has been a highly trusted leader in the finan-
cial services industry and in rural America. He
has built an impressive career, beginning with
his work with the West Virginia Farm Commis-
sion’s prison farm system. Richard went on to
serve as a Data Management and Research
Analyst in the Department of Agricultural Eco-
nomics and Rural Sociology at Clemson Uni-
versity. He joined the Farm Credit System in
1986, when he became a Senior Economist at
AgFirst Farm Credit Bank in Columbia, South
Carolina. He later joined Farm Credit of South-
west Florida in Arcadia, Florida, where he
served in a variety of roles including Commer-
cial Loan Officer, Chief Operating Officer, and
Chief Lending Officer. He became the Presi-
dent and CEO of Southwest Georgia Farm
Credit in 2000 and has since distributed $89
million of member dividends to the company’s
farmer owners with more than $900 million in
assets.

Richard’s diligent commitment to financial
services and rural America has also been mir-
rored by his involvement in the community. He
has served on the Board of Trustees of Edi-
son College in Fort Myers, Florida and as the
Chairman of the AgFirst Presidents Group and
the Georgia Cooperative Council.

Dr. Benjamin E. Mays often said: “You
make your living by what you get, you make
your life by what you give.” We are so grateful
that Richard Monson has given his time and
talents to provide a premier financial institution
for the farmers of Southwest Georgia. A man
of great integrity, his efforts, his dedication,
and his expertise are unparalleled. Southwest
Georgia shines a little brighter because of
Richard Monson.

He has accomplished much in his life, but
none of it would have been possible without
the love and support of his wife, Linda, and
their two daughters, Katie and Kristen. After
retirement, Richard will enjoy spending time
with the family he cherishes so dearly.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me, my wife, Vivian, and the more than
730,000 residents of Georgia’'s Second Con-
gressional District, in extending our sincerest
appreciation and best wishes to Mr. Richard
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S. Monson upon the occasion of his retirement
from an outstanding career in financial serv-
ices supporting agriculture in Southwest Geor-
gia.

———

VETERANS CEMETERY BENEFIT
CORRECTION ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. DAVID P. ROE

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 16, 2018

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, | in-
clude in the RECORD an exchange of letters in
connection with S. 2372, the VA MISSION
Act.

COMMITTEE ON RULES,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, May 10, 2018.
Hon. PHIL ROE,
Chairman, Committee on Veterans’ Affairs,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN ROE: On May 8, 2018, the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs ordered re-
ported H.R. 5674, the VA MISSION Act of
2018. As you know, the Committee on Rules
was granted an additional referral upon the
bill’s introduction pursuant to the Commit-
tee’s jurisdiction under rule X of the Rules of
the House of Representatives over rules and
joint rules of the House.

Because of your willingness to consult
with my committee and make necessary
changes to the legislation regarding this
matter, I will waive consideration of the bill
by the Rules Committee. By agreeing to
waive its consideration of the bill, the Rules
Committee does not waive its jurisdiction
over H.R. 5674. In addition, the Committee
on Rules reserves its authority to seek con-
ferees on any provisions of the bill that are
within its jurisdiction during any House-
Senate conference that may be convened on
this legislation. I ask your commitment to
support any request by the Committee on
Rules for conferees on H.R. 5674 or related
legislation.

I also request that you include this letter
and your response as part of your commit-
tee’s report on the bill and in the Congres-
sional Record during consideration of the
legislation on the House floor. Thank you for
your attention to these matters.

Sincerely,
PETE SESSIONS,
Chairman, House Committee on Rules.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS,
Washington, DC, May 10, 2018.
Hon. PETE SESSIONS,
Chairman, Committee on Rules,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your
letter regarding the Rules Committee’s ju-
risdictional interest in H.R. 5674, the VA
MISSION Act of 2018, and your willingness to
forego consideration of H.R. 5674 by your
committee.

I agree that the Committee on Rules has a
valid jurisdictional interest in certain provi-
sions of H.R. 5674, and that the Committee’s
jurisdiction will not be adversely affected by
your decision to forego consideration of H.R.
5674. As you have requested, I will address
the necessary changes to the legislation and
I will support your request for an appro-
priate appointment of outside conferees from
your Committee in the event of a House-Sen-
ate conference on this or similar legislation
should such a conference be convened.

Finally, I will include a copy of your letter
and this response in the Committee Report
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and in the Congressional Record during the
floor consideration of this bill.
Thank you again for your cooperation.
Sincerely,
DAvVID P. ROE M.D.,
Chairman.

————

CELEBRATING BERNICE MAY HOYT
OF GREENE COUNTY

HON. JOHN J. FASO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 18, 2018

Mr. FASO. Mr. Speaker, it is with immense
respect and great honor that | rise today to
recognize Bernice May Hoyt for receiving the
Outstanding Contribution by a Senior Citizen
Award for Greene County. This designation
honors an exceptional senior citizen in Greene
County who has demonstrated an unyielding
commitment to the betterment of the commu-
nity.

From volunteering at her local church and
assisting her elderly neighbors, to donating
her time and services to the Mountain Top
Food Pantry, Bernice has given selflessly to
provide for her friends and neighbors, and es-
pecially for area seniors. Through her actions,
Bernice has improved the quality of life for
countless individuals and has become a cor-
nerstone of the Greene County community.

| am grateful for Bernice’s years of dedica-
tion to the Greene County community, to the
19th District, and to New York state. | wish her
the best as she continues to serve as an in-
spiration to all who have the pleasure of
crossing paths with her.

——

IN HONOR OF DON HANSEN’S RE-
TIREMENT FROM HANSEN &
PECK LAW FIRM

HON. LIZ CHENEY

OF WYOMING
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 18, 2018

Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
extend my congratulations to Don Hansen on
his retirement.

This is a momentous occasion and | hope
that he will take the time to reflect upon all his
hard work over the past 50 years working as
an attorney in Newcastle, Wyoming. | thank
him for his contributions to Hansen & Peck
and to our community.

Again, Mr. Speaker, | would like to extend
my congratulations to Don Hansen on his re-
tirement. | wish him the best in future endeav-
ors.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE GREATER
DENTON ARTS COUNCIL

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, May 18, 2018

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Greater Denton Arts Council as
it celebrates its 50th Anniversary as the home
for Denton’s artists and community organiza-
tions.
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