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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LLOYD SMUCKER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 16, 2018

Mr. SMUCKER. Mr. Speaker, had | been
present, | would have voted YEA on Roll Call
No. 181; YEA on Roll Call No. 182; and YEA
on Roll Call No. 1883.

——————

CHRISTOPHER D’URSO: AN EX-
TRAORDINARY RHODES SCHOLAR

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 16, 2018

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to congratulate Christopher D’Urso,
a senior at the University of Pennsylvania from
Colts Neck, NJ, in my district, who was one of
only 32 candidates nationwide selected as a
2018 Rhodes Scholar, for a three-year doc-
toral program at Oxford University.

Christopher graduated from the University of
Pennsylvania this week with a Master's of
Public Administration (MPA) and a Certificate
in Politics through Penn’s Fels Institute of
Government—the youngest student to grad-
uate the university with an MPA. He also
earned a Bachelor of Arts in International Re-
lations, and was named Valedictorian of the
International Relations Senior Class of 2018,
with a 4.0 GPA.

This fall, Christopher will begin pursuing a
doctorate in Public Policy at Oxford’s re-
nowned Blavatnik School of Government as
one of only five full-time students worldwide
selected to enroll in this program.

Rhodes Scholarships honor young men and
women not only for their achievements, but
“for their character, commitment to others and
to the common good, and for their potential for
leadership in whatever domains their careers
may lead.”

Christopher most certainly meets these high
standards, as | have seen first-hand his keen
intellect, passion for public service, out-
standing leadership qualities and commitment
to excellence. From 2013 to 2014, he interned
in my district office where he assisted our staff
with casework matters by helping provide val-
uable information from government agencies.

As a high school student, his research on
loopholes in U.S. country-of-origin labeling
laws that pose risks to consumer safety was
so well-conducted that in 2014, he testified be-
fore the China Commission alongside officials
from the USDA and the FDA in a hearing on
concerns over food exports from China. He
also produced a report with legislative rec-
ommendations on the issue.

| know that consumer safety and public
service are important issues for Christopher—
while at Penn, he founded Penn CASE, a stu-
dent—led consumer assistance outreach pro-
gram for local residents. Christopher also
worked for the Monmouth County Department
of Consumer Affairs for three years, inves-
tigating 70 consumer complaints—many of
them related to Hurricane Sandy—and helping
return over $114,000 to local citizens.

His senior project, a report on “Translating
Justice: An Evaluation of U.S. Efforts to Sup-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

port Criminal Procedure Reform in Panama,”
was borne out of his recent trip to Panama as
part of his MP A capstone project; he inter-
viewed Panamanian and U.S. officials on the
country’s criminal justice system and evalu-
ated U.S. programs created to help reform the
system. Christopher won Penn’s Rose Under-
graduate Research Award for his work, and he
will share his evaluation and recommendations
with the U.S. Department of Justice, the State
Department, and the Panamanian Embassy.

As Christopher graduates and prepares to
attend Oxford in the fall, | wish him all the best
in this exciting new step in his life.

———

TRIBUTE TO MS. ELISA IRENE
DELARGE

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 16, 2018

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise to honor my constituent, Ms. Elisa
Irene Delarge, on her graduation from high
school and her matriculation to college.

Ms. Delarge is a soon-to-be graduate of
William W. Bodine High School, where she
earned a 3.7GPA over four years. Her suc-
cess in academics is a testament to her hard
work, tireless work ethic and devotion to her
future. Ms. Delarge’s will continue her aca-
demic career by taking courses at The Com-
munity College of Philadelphia this summer
and attending The University of Michigan this
Fall.

In addition to her own academic success,
Ms. DelLarge is also committed to aiding future
graduates of Philadelphia schools. Ms.
DelLarge devotes countless hours to tutoring
elementary and middle school students at the
Narcissa S. Cruz Recreation Center. This act
of selfless mentorship further speaks to Ms.
Delarge’s work ethic and morals.

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in con-
gratulating Ms. Delarge today.

———

A TRAGIC DAY FOR PALESTINIAN
RIGHTS AND AMERICAN LEADER-
SHIP

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 16, 2018

Ms. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, Monday’s
events in Jerusalem and Gaza will long be re-
membered as the day the U.S. formally aban-
doned its role as mediator and peacemaker in
the conflict between Israel and the Palestin-
ians. The Trump administration’s decision to
move the U.S. Embassy to Jerusalem was a
grave departure from internationally recog-
nized norms regarding the final status of Jeru-
salem. Monday’s opening ceremony of the
new U.S. Embassy in Jerusalem will prove to
be a historic mistake that will haunt future U.S.
presidents long after Donald Trump has de-
parted the White House.

The ceremony marking the Embassy’s
opening was made for television, as well as
the right-wing voters in America and Israel the
policy was intended to appeal to. The pros-
pects of peace were discarded and no consid-
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eration was given to the existence of millions
of Palestinians living under Israeli military oc-
cupation or the fact that just miles away from
the new Embassy more than 60 Palestinian
protesters were being killed by Israeli snipers.
The extremist, homophobic, and racist
televangelists—John Hagee and Robert
Jeffress—were invited by the Trump adminis-
tration to offer prayers on behalf of the Amer-
ica people at the ceremony. Their presence
and prominent roles can only be described as
an insult to American and Christian values.

Israel is a nation that enjoys security and
military superiority largely as a result of the
generosity of American taxpayers. The rights
and freedoms enjoyed by Jewish citizens of
Israel are not enjoyed by non-Jews who suffer
discrimination as second-class citizens. For
the millions of Palestinians living under Israeli
military occupation there are no human rights,
only repression, violence; and the constant
pressure of having their land, water, and dig-
nity taken from them.

| believe in the critical role of the U.S. as a
global leader for advancing human rights and
justice. It should infuriate and illicit outrage
among Americans to witness the Trump ad-
ministration abandoning such leadership in ex-
change for a payback on political debts to
right-wing special interest groups. For the
Israelis and Palestinians who still believe that
diplomacy, dialogue, and reducing conflict are
the only path to peace, | will state clearly that
the Trump administration cannot and must not
be trusted with the future of your children or
your countries.

| include in the RECORD a column by
Michelle Goldbert from the New York Times
entitted A Grotesque Spectacle in Jerusalem
that outlines the day that destroyed U.S. lead-
ership in the Middle East. The more than sixty
Palestinian protesters who were killed by
Israeli snipers and soldiers have been buried.
Their families and friends grieve. For Ameri-
cans who believe the U.S. is a force to ad-
vance human rights, equality, and justice, we
also grieve because Monday’s spectacle in Je-
rusalem placed the U.S. on the side of op-
pression and repression of a people seeking
basic human rights, freedom and self-deter-
mination. It was a truly grotesque spectacle.

[From the New York Times: May 14, 2018]

(By Michelle Goldberg)
A GROTESQUE SPECTACLE IN JERUSALEM

On Monday, Ivanka Trump, Jared Kushner
and other leading lights of the Trumpist
right gathered in Israel to celebrate the relo-
cation of the American Embassy to Jeru-
salem, a gesture widely seen as a slap in the
face to Palestinians who envision East Jeru-
salem as their future capital.

The event was grotesque. It was a con-
summation of the cynical alliance between
hawkish Jews and Zionist evangelicals who
believe that the return of Jews to Israel will
usher in the apocalypse and the return of
Christ, after which Jews who don’t convert
will burn forever.

Religions like ‘‘Mormonism, Islam, Juda-
ism, Hinduism” lead people ‘‘to an eternity
of separation from God in Hell,” Robert
Jeffress, a Dallas megachurch pastor, once
said. He was chosen to give the opening pray-
er at the embassy ceremony. John Hagee,
one of America’s most prominent end-times
preachers, once said that Hitler was sent by
God to drive the Jews to their ancestral
homeland. He gave the closing benediction.

This spectacle, geared toward Donald
Trump’s Christian American base, coincided
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with a massacre about 40 miles away. Since
March 30, there have been mass protests at
the fence separating Gaza and Israel. Gazans,
facing an escalating humanitarian crisis due
in large part to an Israeli blockade, are de-
manding the right to return to homes in
Israel that their families were forced from at
Israel’s founding. The demonstrators have
been mostly but not entirely peaceful;
Gazans have thrown rocks at Israeli soldiers
and tried to fly flaming kites into Israel. The
Israeli military has responded with live gun-
fire as well as rubber bullets and tear gas. In
clashes on Monday, at least 58 Palestinians
were killed and thousands wounded, accord-
ing to the Gaza Health Ministry.

The juxtaposition of images of dead and
wounded Palestinians and Ivanka Trump
smiling in Jerusalem like a Zionist Marie
Antoinette tell us a lot about America’s re-
lationship to Israel right now. It has never
been closer, but within that closeness there
are seeds of potential estrangement.

Defenders of Israel’s actions in Gaza will
argue no country would allow a mob to
charge its border. They will say that even if
Hamas didn’t call the protests, it has thrown
its support behind them. ‘““The responsibility
for these tragic deaths rests squarely with
Hamas,”” a White House spokesman, Raj
Shah, said on Monday.

But even if you completely dismiss the
Palestinian right of return—which I find
harder to do now that Israel’s leadership has
all but abandoned the possibility of a Pales-
tinian state—it hardly excuses the Israeli
military’s disproportionate violence. ‘‘What
we're seeing is that Israel has used, yet
again, excessive and lethal force against pro-
testers who do not pose an imminent
threat,”” Magdalena Mughrabi, Amnesty
International’s deputy director for the Mid-
dle East and North Africa, told me by phone
from Jerusalem.

Much of the world condemned the killings
in Gaza. Yet the United States, Israel’s most
important patron, has given it a free hand to
do with the Palestinians what it will. Indeed,
by moving the embassy to Jerusalem in the
first place, Trump sent the implicit message
that the American government has given up
any pretense of neutrality.

Reports of Israel’s gratitude to Trump
abound. A square near the embassy is being
renamed in his honor. Beitar Jerusalem, a
soccer team whose fans are notorious for
their racism, is now calling itself Beitar
“Trump’” Jerusalem. But if Israelis love
Trump, many Americans—and certainly
most American Jews—do not. The more
Trumpism and Israel are intertwined, the
more left-leaning Americans will grow alien-
ated from Zionism.

Even before Trump, Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu helped open a partisan di-
vide on Israel in American politics, where
previously there had been stultifying una-
nimity. “Until these past few years, you’d
never heard the word ‘occupation’ or ‘settle-
ments’ or talk about Gaza,”” Jeremy Ben-
Ami, president of the liberal pro-Israel group
J Street, said of American politicians. But
Ben-Ami told me that since 2015, when
Netanyahu tried to undercut President
Barack Obama with a controversial address
to Congress opposing the Iran deal, Demo-
crats have felt more emboldened. ‘“‘That
changed the calculus forever,” he told me.

The events of Monday may have changed it
further, and things could get worse still.
Tuesday is Nakba Day, when Palestinians
commemorate their dispossession, and the
protests at the fence are expected to be even
larger. ‘‘People don’t feel like they can stay
at home after loved ones and neighbors have
been Kkilled for peacefully protesting for
their rights,”” Abdulrahman Abunahel, a
Gaza-based activist with the boycott, divest-
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ment and sanctions movement, told me via
email.

Trump has empowered what’s worst in
Israel, and as long as he is president, it may
be that Israel can kill Palestinians, demolish
their homes and appropriate their land with
impunity. But some day, Trump will be gone.
With hope for a two-state solution nearly
dead, current trends suggest that a Jewish
minority will come to rule over a largely
disenfranchised Muslim majority in all the
land under Israel’s control. A rising genera-
tion of Americans may see an apartheid
state with a Trump Square in its capital and
wonder why it’s supposed to be our friend.

———

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate of February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.

As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for
printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on Monday and Wednesday of each
week.

Meetings scheduled for Thursday,
May 17, 2018 may be found in the Daily
Digest of today’s RECORD.

MEETINGS SCHEDULED
MAY 21
5 p.m.
Committee on Armed Services
Subcommittee on Airland
Closed business meeting to markup those
provisions which fall under the sub-
committee’s jurisdiction of the pro-
posed National Defense Authorization
Act for fiscal year 2019.
SR-232A

MAY 22

9:30 a.m.
Committee on Armed Services
Subcommittee on SeaPower
Closed business meeting to markup those
provisions which fall under the sub-
committee’s jurisdiction of the pro-
posed National Defense Authorization
Act for fiscal year 2019.
SR-232A
10 a.m.
Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Financial Services and
General Government
To hold hearings to examine proposed
budget estimates and justification for
fiscal year 2019 for the Department of
the Treasury.
SD-138
Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs
Business meeting to consider S. 2098, to
modernize and strengthen the Com-
mittee on Foreign Investment in the
United States to more effectively
guard against the risk to the national
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security of the United States posed by
certain types of foreign investment.
SD-538
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation
Business meeting to consider S. 2848, to
improve Department of Transportation
controlled substances and alcohol test-
ing, S. 2842, to prohibit the marketing
of bogus opioid treatment programs or
products, S. 2844, to require the Surface
Transportation Board to implement
certain recommendations of the Inspec-
tor General of the Department of
Transportation, S. 2764, to amend and
enhance the High Seas Driftnet Fishing
Moratorium Protection Act to improve
the conservation of sharks, S. 1092, to
protect the right of law-abiding citi-
zens to transport knives interstate,
notwithstanding a patchwork of local
and State prohibitions, S. 2418, to di-
rect the Federal Communications Com-
mission to promulgate regulations that
establish a national standard for deter-
mining whether mobile and broadband
services available in rural areas are
reasonably comparable to those serv-
ices provided in urban areas, the nomi-
nations of Heidi R. King, of California,
to be Administrator of the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administra-
tion, Department of Transportation,
Joseph Ryan Gruters, of Florida, to be
a Director of the Amtrak Board of Di-
rectors, Jennifer L.. Homendy, of Vir-
ginia, to be a Member of the National
Transportation Safety Board, and rou-
tine lists in the Coast Guard.
SD-106
Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions
To hold hearings to examine the
healthcare workforce, focusing on ad-
dressing shortages and improving care.
SD-430
10:30 a.m.
Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Agriculture, Rural De-
velopment, Food and Drug Administra-
tion, and Related Agencies
Business meeting to markup an original
bill entitled, ‘‘Agriculture, Rural De-
velopment, Food and Drug Administra-
tion and Related Agencies Appropria-
tions Act, 2019”.
SD-192
11 a.m.
Committee on Armed Services
Subcommittee on Readiness and Manage-
ment Support
Closed business meeting to markup those
provisions which fall under the sub-
committee’s jurisdiction of the pro-
posed National Defense Authorization
Act for fiscal year 2019.
SR-232A
2:15 p.m.
Committee on Foreign Relations
Business meeting to consider S. 2269, to
reauthorize the Global Food Security
Act of 2016 for 5 additional years, S.
Res. 386, urging the Government of the
Democratic Republic of the Congo to
fulfill its agreement to hold credible
elections, comply with constitutional
limits on presidential terms, and fulfill
its constitutional mandate for a demo-
cratic transition of power by taking
concrete and measurable steps towards
holding elections not later than De-
cember 2018 as outlined in the existing
election calendar, and allowing for
freedom of expression and association,
and the Marrakesh Treaty to Facili-
tate Access to Published Works for
Persons Who Are Blind, Visually Im-
paired, or Otherwise Print Disabled,
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