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Mayor Dean Trantalis of Fort Lauderdale, 

Florida, is the recipient of the Alan Schubert 
Award of Excellence. Mayor Trantalis has a 
long track record of public service, beginning 
with his involvement in the fight for equal 
rights. 

In 2012, Florida State Representative David 
Richardson became the first-elected openly 
gay state legislator in Florida’s history. Mr. 
Richardson quickly earned the respect of his 
colleagues for his work on criminal justice and 
prison reform, sensible gun violence preven-
tion measures, promotion of traditional public 
schools, and steadfast commitment to civil lib-
erties and equal rights for all. 

Craig Stevens, a NATAS Silver Circle recipi-
ent and Emmy Award winner, is a fixture of 
the South Florida Community. Craig is active 
in several charities and organizations. He 
spent several years as vice-president of the 
Suncoast Chapter of the National Academy of 
Television Arts and Sciences where he also 
chaired a committee that mentored young TV 
professionals throughout the southeastern 
United States. 

Again, congratulations to these outstanding 
individuals. I look forward to hearing of their 
continued service activities. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JIM WINEMILLER 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 27, 2018 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Jim 
Winemiller. Jim was awarded the Taylor Coun-
ty Conservation Leadership Award. 

The Leadership Award is a joint effort of the 
Taylor County Soil and Water Conservation 
District, Taylor County Board of Supervisors, 
and the Taylor County Conservation Board to 
recognize the exemplary efforts of Taylor 
County’s conservation leaders, committed to 
improving wildlife habitat, water quality, and 
conservation in Taylor County. Since 1990, 
Jim has worked as the Conservation Board Di-
rector and enjoyed creating and bettering out-
door recreation opportunities for the commu-
nity. One of his greatest achievements was 
the improvement of Sand Timber Lake and 
watershed near Blockton. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize Jim 
for this award. I am proud to represent him 
and Taylor County Conservation in the United 
States Congress. I ask that my colleagues in 
the United States House of Representatives 
join me in congratulating Jim and in wishing 
him nothing but continued success. 

f 

MALIK JOHNES 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 27, 2018 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Malik Johnes 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Malik Johnes is a student at Jefferson High 
School and received this award because his 
determination and hard work have allowed him 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Malik 
Johnes is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Malik Johnes for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments. 

f 

U.S.-SERBIA RELATIONSHIP 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 27, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it is a dis-
tinct honor for me to talk about the great rela-
tionship we have with Serbia as co-chair of 
the Congressional Serbia Caucus. 

Serbia is a great friend of the United States. 
As a Texan, I have great admiration for the 

people of Serbia. Our strong opinions and 
habit to speak our minds make us natural al-
lies. 

In fact, one of the first people to settle in 
Texas was a Serbian named Dorde Sagic, or 
George Fischer as he was known in the U.S. 

After settling in Texas, Sagic went on to be-
come a justice of the peace in my hometown 
of Houston. 

But Serbia has contributed much more to 
the cause of justice than just Mr. Sagic keep-
ing the early streets of Houston safe. 

Today we honor the service of Serbia’s 
armed forces who have fought side-by-side 
with Americans to preserve justice during his-
tory’s most horrific conflicts. 

In 1918, President Woodrow Wilson gave a 
speech marking the fourth anniversary of Aus-
tria-Hungary’s invasion of Serbia. Speaking of 
the bravery of the Serbian armed forces, 
President Wilson said: 

‘‘Nobly did they respond. So valiantly and 
courageous did they oppose the forces of a 
country ten times greater in population and re-
sources. . . While their territory has been 
devastated and their homes despoiled, the 
spirit of the Serbian people has not been bro-
ken.’’ 

As a Texan, I admire such defiance against 
overwhelming odds. 

Like President Wilson, I am proud to share 
the stories of Serbia’s bravery here in Wash-
ington. 

I believe the most meaningful for Americans 
is the story of the Halyard Mission during the 
dark days of the Second World War. 

While under Nazi-occupation, the Serbian 
people demonstrated their bravery as they 
played a crucial role in the largest rescue op-
eration of American airmen in history. 

In 1944, American bombers were flying fre-
quent missions to strike Germany’s vital oil 
supplies in Romania as part of the allied ad-
vance into Europe. 

The 15th Air Force led this effort by launch-
ing nearly 20,000 sorties into Eastern Europe, 
with many of the missions flying over Nazi-oc-
cupied Yugoslavia. As many as 1,500 pilots 
and airmen were shot down during these cou-
rageous air raids. 

Serbians, who had been resisting German 
forces since 1941, risked their own lives to 
rescue American aircrews and hide them from 
patrolling Nazis. 

For months these brave and noble Serbians 
cared for and protected American and allied 
pilots. 

By August 1944, the allied forces, including 
the 15th Air Force and Office of Strategic 
Services, devised a daring operation to evac-
uate the hundreds of allied pilots being shel-
tered by the Serbian resistance. 

American aircraft flew into enemy territory 
and evacuated these airmen from an air field 
built and protected by local Serbians near the 
village of Pranjani. 

For over 60 years this operation was kept 
secret. But now we can remember the cour-
age of our Serbian friends and say thank you. 

The spirit of the Halyard mission still lives 
on today as a remarkable story of resistance 
and heroism. 

As was the case in both World Wars, Serbia 
and the U.S. still face shared threats. 

About 600 foreign fighters in Syria have 
come from the Balkan states. ISIS and al- 
Qaeda terrorists present a threat to Serbia 
and the region just as they present a threat to 
the U.S. 

We must continue to coordinate with our 
Serbian partners to stop returning terrorists 
and neutralize networks that recruit fighters in 
the Balkans. 

The U.S. is also working with Serbia to im-
prove its independent judiciary and fight cor-
ruption. A democratic Serbia with a strong rule 
of law is in America’s interests. 

But there are others who do not share this 
goal. 

Russian disinformation efforts are designed 
to keep Serbia in its sphere of influence and 
poison our warming friendship. 

Nevertheless, Serbia’s integration to the 
West has continued to move forward. 

In 2006, Serbia joined NATO’s Partnership 
for Peace program and, in 2015, signed an In-
dividual Partnership Action Plan with the alli-
ance to strengthen cooperation. 

Recently the European Union announced 
that Serbia could join the EU as early as 
2025. I applaud this step which will strengthen 
Belgrade’s political institutions and economic 
ties with the West. 

Together we share the same dreams of a 
bright and free future for both our countries. 

We are blessed to have brave men and 
women that ensure our futures are bright and 
free. 

Thank you to the Serbian armed forces for 
standing with America in the wars of the past 
and in the challenges we will face together in 
the future. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

TRIBUTE TO CHUCK WESTERN 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 27, 2018 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Chuck 
Western who was inducted into the Union 
County Cattlemen’s Hall of Fame at their an-
nual banquet earlier this year. 

Chuck has been a long time livestock pro-
ducer and row crop farmer. He was an original 
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board member of the Union County Cattlemen 
and also served on the state board for Cattle-
men. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize 
Chuck for receiving this outstanding award. I 
am proud to represent him and the Union 
County Cattlemen in the United States Con-
gress. I ask that my colleagues in the United 
States House of Representatives join me in 
congratulating Chuck and in wishing him noth-
ing but continued success. 

f 

CHRIS JORDAN 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 27, 2018 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Chris Jordan 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Chris Jordan is a student at Arvada West 
High School and received this award because 
his determination and hard work have allowed 
him to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Chris Jor-
dan is exemplary of the type of achievement 
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels 
strive to make the most of their education and 
develop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Chris Jordan for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments. 

f 

HONORING RUTHERFORD 
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 27, 2018 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the Rutherford Volunteer 
Fire Department for their 100 years of volun-
teer service to Rutherford, Napa County and 
California. 

This esteemed fire department was created 
in 1918, along with 22 other stations in Napa 
County, in preparation for a potential war. It 
has been in service ever since, operating 24 
hours per day, 365 days per year. In 1956 
Napa County accepted the Rutherford Fire 
Department into county control and in 1986 
the Rutherford Fire Department was incor-
porated. 

Rutherford Fire Department has not only 
served Rutherford and Napa County. The de-
partment has also responded to numerous 
fires, floods and earthquakes throughout and 
across California. In order to adequately re-
spond to any and every crisis, the Rutherford 
Fire Department has been at the forefront of 
training and drilling. 

Rutherford Fire Department is more than 
just an exceptional fire department. Multiple 
generations of Rutherford residents have 
served and continue to serve our community 
as courageous volunteer firefighters who are 

ready to defend the lives of those in the Napa 
Valley and throughout California. The depart-
ment stands tall as one of the nine remaining 
volunteer departments in the Napa County 
and is honored to be made up of community 
members, for the protection of community 
members. 

Mr. Speaker, the Rutherford Volunteer Fire 
Department is an essential institution. Their 
unparalleled commitment to protecting Ruther-
ford and Napa County make them a model 
volunteer fire department. It is therefore fitting 
and proper that we honor the Rutherford Fire 
Department here today. 

f 

INCREDIBLE CONTRIBUTIONS OF 
INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS 

HON. STEVE STIVERS 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 27, 2018 

Mr. STIVERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of the incredible contributions of 
international students at our colleges and uni-
versities. 

During this time of year, students all over 
the United States and the world are beginning 
to make decisions about where they will at-
tend college. As they begin to make these de-
cisions, I would like to express my support for 
international students, and the value they add 
to our institutions of higher education, and our 
country as a whole. 

Nationwide, only 2 percent of U.S. students 
study abroad every year. This makes it even 
more important our colleges and universities 
have a diverse student body, so our students 
can learn about different cultures. 

In my district, there are nearly 1,500 inter-
national students enrolled in both the under-
graduate and graduate level at Ohio Univer-
sity, and over 6,000 at The Ohio State Univer-
sity. These students contribute to a wide vari-
ety of our academic programs, including 
STEM subjects. Moreover, when they return 
home, they become informal ambassadors 
when sharing their positive experiences in our 
country. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing the incredible value international stu-
dents add to our country. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MARY AND ROBERT 
PIATT 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 27, 2018 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Mary and 
Robert Piatt of Glenwood, Iowa on the very 
special occasion of their 60th wedding anni-
versary. They celebrated their anniversary on 
February 14, 2018. 

Mary and Robert’s lifelong commitment to 
each other and their family truly embodies 
Iowa values. As they reflect on their 60th anni-
versary, may their commitment grow even 
stronger, as they continue to love, cherish, 
and honor one another for many years to 
come. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend this great couple 
on their 60th year together and I wish them 

many more. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating them on this momentous 
occasion. 

f 

STEVEN CRISE-ZARATE 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 27, 2018 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Steven Crise- 
Zarate for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Steven Crise-Zarate is a student at North 
Arvada Middle School and received this award 
because his determination and hard work 
have allowed him to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Steven 
Crise-Zarate is exemplary of the type of 
achievement that can be attained with hard 
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of 
their education and develop a work ethic 
which will guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Ste-
ven Crise-Zarate for winning the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. I have no doubt he will exhibit the 
same dedication and character in all of his fu-
ture accomplishments. 

f 

HONORING COUNCILMEMBER 
MARGARET FINLAY 

HON. GRACE F. NAPOLITANO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 27, 2018 

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor the long career of public service pro-
vided by an outstanding leader in my district, 
Councilmember Margaret Finlay, who is end-
ing her term as President of the Southern 
California Association of Governments 
(SCAG). Councilmember Finlay has ably led 
the nation’s largest metropolitan planning or-
ganization, representing six counties, 191 cit-
ies and more than 18 million residents. Under 
her guidance, SCAG has undertaken impor-
tant work in a variety of planning and policy 
initiatives that will improve Southern California 
now and in the future. 

Councilmember Finlay has been an invalu-
able resource to me and my staff as a 
councilmember and six-term Mayor of the city 
of Duarte having served our region for over 28 
years. She has served in many capacities as 
she has been elected by her peers in other 
cities to serve on regional, state, and national 
boards such as the National League of Cities, 
League of California Cities, Liability Trust 
Fund Oversight Committee, California Joint 
Powers Insurance Authority, Personnel Com-
mittee of the Sanitation Districts, LAFCO Rep-
resentative for Los Angeles County, and the 
California Contract Cities Association. 

I have been privileged to work directly with 
Councilmember Finlay on many issues affect-
ing our community such as increasing trans-
portation options for our residents, creating 
more access to our beautiful San Gabriel 
Mountains, and improving emergency pre-
paredness and response. She is a leader on 
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