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ALEXANDER OLSON

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 26, 2018

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Alexander
Olson for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award.

Alexander Olson is a student at Drake Mid-
dle School and received this award because
his determination and hard work have allowed
him to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Alexander
Olson is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels
strive to make the most of their education and
develop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Alexander Olson for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. | have no doubt he will exhibit the
same dedication and character in all of his fu-
ture accomplishments.

———

IN HONOR OF THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF VULCRAFT
GRAPELAND

HON. KEVIN BRADY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 26, 2018

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, today |
rise to recognize the fiftieth anniversary of the
Nucor Corporation’s Vulcraft Steel Plant in
Grapeland, Texas.

In 1946, a small steel fabrication company,
the Vulcraft Corporation, was founded in Flor-
ence, South Carolina. For sixteen years, the
company grew and prospered, ultimately
transforming into an exclusive manufacturer of
steel span joints, before the Nuclear Corpora-
tion, a company tracing its roots to the founder
of Oldsmobile, purchased its facilities in 1962.

After expanding its steel manufacturing op-
erations to facilities in Nebraska and Alabama,
Nucor, previously known as the Nuclear Cor-
poration, made its move to the Lone Star
State on April 1, 1968, when it opened a
fourth steel plant in Grapeland, Texas.

With this foundation, Vulcraft's operations
expanded to three additional states and two
production facilities in Canada. Despite experi-
encing such massive growth and success in
business, Vulcraft maintained its high levels of
customer satisfaction and standards of excel-
lence. In fact, Vulcraft is known worldwide for
exceptional safety standards, high-quality steel
products it manufactures, and the commitment
it has made to producing environmentally
friendly products.

Look no further than Vulcraft's Grapeland
facility for proof that the company is dedicated
to serving its customers and its employees.
Since its foundation in 1968, Vulcraft
Grapeland has tripled in size, and it continues
to serve as a beacon of success and excel-
lence in our community.

Notably, Vulcraft and its parent company,
Nucor, are now looking to use their years of
experience, successful business practices,
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and high standing in the steel industry to ad-
vocate for free trade policies and the safety of
men and women in the workplace.

On April 1, 2018, Vulcraft celebrated the fif-
tieth anniversary of its plant in Grapeland. |
am proud to join the men and woman of
Vulcraft, and the entire Eighth District of Texas
to recognize this significant mile-marker and
their continued success.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF SIERRA PA-
CIFIC HS GIRLS BASKETBALL
TEAM

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 26, 2018

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the Sierra Pacific High School
Golden Bears Girls Basketball Team for their
victory as California Interscholastic Federation
(CIF) Division V Basketball Champions.

The Golden Bears of Hanford, California de-
feated Lowell High School of San Francisco,
California by a margin of 52-26 at the Golden
1 Center in Sacramento, California. Their vic-
tory capped a 32-5 overall record for the
2017—2018 season.

Starting varsity play in 2011, Sierra Pacific’s
basketball program quickly evolved from the
upstart to champions. This season, the Golden
Bears were undefeated both at home and in
East Sequoia League play.

Led by Head Coach Amy Bush and Assist-
ant Coaches Heather Brasil and Victor
Chavarin, Jr., Sierra Pacific High School was
proudly represented by Cristina Avila, Haley
Bettencourt, Kylie Brasil, Kalea Bush, Arianna
Chavarin, Ciana Gonzales, Hailey Leslie, Ce-
leste Lewis, Rose Miller, Alana Roberts, Kaylie
Rocha, Annabelle Saavedra, Janae Tolbert,
and Savannah Torres.

| further congratulate players Kalea Bush,
Haley Bettencourt, and Alana Roberts for their
terrific performance this season. By the con-
clusion of the season, Miss Bush became the
all-time leading scorer for the Golden Bears,
earning 1,099 points.

Miss Bettencourt, who is the second all-time
leading scorer for Sierra Pacific, was awarded
the Pursuing Victory with Honor Award for her
performance and sportsmanship during the
State Championship game.

In the Championship game, Miss Roberts
led Sierra Pacific in both scoring and re-
bounds, collecting twenty points and twelve re-
bounds.

The success of the ladies of Sierra Pacific
High School is an inspiration to our Central
Valley community, their victory is a testament
to the bonds of sportsmanship, dedication,
and camaraderie.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives to
join me in congratulating the players and
coaches of Sierra Pacific High School Golden
Bears Girls Basketball Team for their terrific
athletic achievement during their 2017-2018
season.

E545

CONGRATULATING LINDSEY
JENSEN

HON. ADAM KINZINGER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 26, 2018

Mr. KINZINGER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor Lindsey Jensen, who was named the
2018 lllinois Teacher of the Year. Mrs. Jensen
began her teaching career 12 years ago, and
her positive spirit and passion for education
has profoundly impacted countless lives
across our community.

As an English teacher at Dwight Township
High School for the last 10 years, Mrs. Jensen
has continually demonstrated her passion for
teaching and her commitment to serving stu-
dents, her colleagues, and her community.
High School is such a pivotal and exciting time
for students, especially as they prepare them-
selves for their next steps. These young adults
need teachers like Mrs. Jensen who can in-
spire them, motivate them, and push them to
reach their full potential.

Colleagues of Mrs. Jensen have described
her as an educator who radiates with infec-
tious positivity, saying she is more than a
teacher of English, but rather a teacher of the
people. As the son of a public-school teacher,
| know the importance of having passionate
and creative teachers in the classroom, and |
know how important a good education is to
giving a student hope and opportunity for a
brighter future.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 16th District of
lllinois, | wish to express our sincere gratitude
to Mrs. Jensen for her dedicated service to
our students and the Dwight community. It is
my honor to congratulate Mrs. Jensen on this
much deserved recognition as the 2018 lllinois
Teacher of the Year, and we are truly proud
to have this exemplary educator representing
our community.

DAIMON OSWALT

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 26, 2018

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Daimon
Oswalt for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award.

Daimon Oswalt is a student at Wayne Carle
Middle School and received this award be-
cause his determination and hard work have
allowed him to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Daimon
Oswalt is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Daimon Oswalt for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments.
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IN APPRECIATION OF MAURI
GRAY’'S WORK WITH THE HOUSE
JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

HON. JERROLD NADLER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 26, 2018

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, today, as Rank-
ing Member of the Committee on the Judici-
ary, | join with Representative SHEILA JACKSON
LEE, Ranking Member of the Subcommittee on
Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Security, and In-
vestigations, in expressing our appreciation for
Mauri Gray’s work with the Committee over
the past two years.

Mauri came to us as a detailee from the Ad-
ministrative Office of the U.S. Courts, having
worked for nearly six years as an Assistant
Federal Public Defender in Puerto Rico , rep-
resenting indigent clients in federal criminal
cases. Prior to starting her career as a public
defender, Mauri attended the University of
Florida and the University of Georgia School
of Law.

At the conclusion of her detail to the Com-
mittee, she will be resuming her work, moving
to the Federal Defender's office in Phoenix,
Arizona.

As counsel to the Committee’s Democrats,
Mauri provided indispensable analysis and ad-
vice concerning oversight hearings and a wide
range of proposed legislation, including var-
ious child protection bills, legislation to
.combat opioid abuse, proposals to fight online
sex trafficking, legislation concerning arrest
authority of federal law enforcement officers,
and bills concerning federal benefits for those
with criminal records. Often, her counsel
helped Members defeat or improve bills in-
tended to inappropriately expand the scope of
federal criminal law or to impose unjust pen-
alties.

As the Committee has engaged in the be-
ginnings of an initiative to reform our criminal
justice system, Mauri’'s experience as a fed-
eral defender has informed our legislative ef-
forts. She has helped us examine and prepare
legislation to improve our sentencing laws as
well as legislation to reform various aspects of
federal prisons.

We have appreciated and benefited from
Mauri’s energy, enthusiasm, and insight over
the past two years, during which she became
an integral part of our team. We will miss her.

We thank Mauri for her selfless service to
the Committee, and we wish her the best as
she continues her career.

—————

CELEBRATING THE BICENTENNIAL
OF SANDUSKY, OHIO

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 26, 2018

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize an important milestone in the life of one
of the communities in my district. Sandusky
Ohio celebrates it's bicentennial in the coming
days, highlighted by a ball on Saturday April
28, 2018.

Founded two hundred years ago in 1818,
Sandusky was developed near the town of
Portland, which it soon overtook. According to
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history, part of the city was built on “land for-
merly occupied by a Native American man
named Ogontz. Thus, the city is said to have
been built upon ‘Ogontz’ place.”” The name
“Sandusky” was taken from the Native Amer-
ican Wyandot word for “water.” In fact, San-
dusky sits on the Western Basin of Lake Erie.
As a result of its location on the Lake,
Sandusky’s population grew quickly. It was
one of Ohio’s first major ports and was “an
original terminus for the Mad River and Lake
Erie Railroad. Chartered by the state legisla-
ture in 1832 and envisioned to run between
Sandusky and Dayton to the southwest, the
Mad River and Lake Erie Railroad was the
first rail line located entirely in Ohio” when
Sandusky was the site of its ground breaking
on September 17, 1835.

The State of Ohio established Erie County
in 1838 and set Sandusky as the county seat.
Charles Dickens, who visited Sandusky in
1842, wrote this about the city in his travel-
ogue American Notes: “At two o’clock we took
the railroad; the travelling-on which was very
slow, its construction being indifferent, and the
ground wet and marshy; and arrived at San-
dusky in time to dine that evening. We put up
at a comfortable little hotel on the brink of
Lake Erie, lay there that night, and had no
choice but to wait there next day, until a
steamboat bound for Buffalo appeared. The
town, which was sluggish and uninteresting
enough, was something like the back of an
English watering-place out of the season.”

However, the town soon grew and by 1846
Sandusky had become an economic hub, with
its port and two railroads. According to the his-
tory, about three thousand people lived in
Sandusky and were served by “numerous
stores, two printing offices, two machine
shops, two banks, six churches, one high
school, and several iron furnaces.” The city’s
downtown was laid out similar to the pattern in
our nation’s Capital.

Sandusky was a critical stop on the Under-
ground Railroad. Many fugitive slaves who
sought freedom in Canada boarded a boat in
Sandusky to cross Lake Erie into Ontario.
They were assisted in their journeys by a
strong network of residents.

The history notes that by 1880, “Sandusky’s
population had reached almost sixteen thou-
sand residents. This much larger population
resulted in an increasing number of social in-
stitutions, including twenty churches and three
newspapers. The community also became
more economically diverse, with at least twen-
ty-nine businesses with ten or more employ-
ees. Among the items that Sandusky busi-
nesses produced were lime, railroad loco-
motives and cars, carriages, wheels, crayons,
chalk, beer, paper, baskets, and tools. In
1886, residents boasted that they were the
leading manufacturers of wooden wheels in
the United States. That same year, Sandusky
was home to the Ohio Soldiers’ and Sailors’
Home and the Ohio State Fish Hatchery.”

Sandusky continued to grow and develop
through the Twentieth Century. Today, San-
dusky is known for its tourism: its beaches,
boating and fishing, parkland and Cedar Point.
It is home for higher education for adults of all
ages at the Firelands Campus of Bowling
Green State University, a thriving arts commu-
nity and the MerryGoRound Museum, the ac-
tive Sanduky Chapter of the NAACP, historic
religious institutions and many thriving busi-
nesses. The. Ohio Veterans Home—one of
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only two in the state—continues to serve vet-
erans. Its nearly 30,000 residents are mem-
bers of a town that proudly celebrates its his-
tory while looking toward its future.

DANTE PADRO

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 26, 2018

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Dante Padro
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award.

Dante Padro is a student at Arvada K-8 and
received this award because his determination
and hard work have allowed him to overcome
adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Dante
Padro is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels
strive to make the most of their education and
develop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Dante Padro for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments.

———————

IN HONOR OF THE LIFE OF
SANFORD M. SAUNDERS, JR.

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 26, 2018

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
with a heavy heart to honor the life of Mr.
Sanford M. Saunders, Jr., whom we lost too
soon at the age of 59. A constituent of
McLean, Virginia, Sandy is survived by his
wife of nearly 22 years, Beth Saunders and
predeceased by his parents, Eugene and Pau-
lette David.

Sandy was loved immensely, sharing a spe-
cial bond with his wife, Beth that came from
his great heart and genuine nature. They had
similar personalities and together sought the
adventures of life, year after year finding the
treasures of the world. Love is not an easy
feeling to put in words but with Sandy, his love
for Beth was revolutionary and he devoted
himself to her.

Sandy carried a joyous spirit throughout this
world and always shared it unto others. He will
be remembered affectionately as the “Sand-
man.” A name given unto him to fit his calm
and comforting personality. He was a sup-
portive uncle and the oldest cousin among all
family members. His wisdom and humor pre-
vailed in every conversation.

Above all passions, Sandy was enthusiastic
about serving people. With over thirty years of
representing his clients, Sandy every day
pledged to arm them in his work.

From a young age, Sandy understood the
importance of a good education. He received
his J.D., Cum Laude, from Georgetown Uni-
versity Law Center in 1983 and his B.A., with
honors, from Johns Hopkins University in
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