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RECOGNIZING HAROLD BLATTIE 

HON. GREG GIANFORTE 
OF MONTANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 25, 2018 

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Harold Blattie, the executive di-
rector of the Montana Association of Counties. 
After more than 15 years serving MACo and 
more than 40 years as a public servant, Har-
old Blattie will retire in May. 

Mr. Blattie’s public service has crossed the 
paths of many Montanans. In 1975, he was 
elected to serve on the local school board 
which he did until 1995. He also served his 
community as a volunteer firefighter, in local 
organizations, and on the board of the local 
electric cooperative. 

Mr. Blattie became involved with MACo in 
1995 as a commissioner in Stillwater County. 
He began serving as MACo’s assistant direc-
tor in 2002, and three years later, became ex-
ecutive director. Throughout his time with 
MACo, Mr. Blattie has been an ardent advo-
cate of the association’s goals and vision. 

Under his leadership, the organization has 
grown its staff from 10 to 40. MACo is strong, 
diverse, capable, and influential. Harold Blattie 
may have lost a lot of sleep along the way, 
but he has inspired generations of Montanans 
committed to serving their communities. 

Today, I honor Harold Blattie for his dedica-
tion to public service and his tireless defense 
of our Montana way of life. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 25, 2018 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, dur-
ing Roll Call votes held on April 25, 2018, I 
was inescapably detained handling important 
matters related to my District and the State of 
Alabama. If I had been present, I would have 
voted YES on the Motion to Recommit H.R. 
3144, NO on final passage of H.R. 3144, and 
I would have voted YES on final passage of 
H.R. 5447. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS ON THE HARD 
WORK AND ACHIEVEMENTS OF 
THE MIDDLE TENNESSEE STATE 
UNIVERSITY BLUE RAIDER DE-
BATE TEAM 

HON. SCOTT DESJARLAIS 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 25, 2018 

Mr. DESJARLAIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the achievements and hard work 
of the Middle Tennessee State University de-
bate team. 

The team has achieved great success, the 
likes few have rivaled in the MTSU debate 
team’s long history. While recently in Spo-

kane, Washington, the team placed first in the 
varsity division, and earned the top season- 
long award in the team International Public 
Debate Association format. This year’s team 
has earned five top national awards, a re-
gional title, two state titles, and a total of 148 
awards in this season alone. 

Today I applaud the 25 dedicated students 
who make up the Blue Raider Debate Team. 
These young men and women of all back-
grounds coming together to work as a team to 
accomplish a common goal, serves as an ex-
cellent example for all of us. Congratulations 
to Middle Tennessee State University and the 
Blue Raiders Debate Team for representing 
not only their school, but the 4th district of 
Tennessee in a first-class manner. 

f 

HONORING MRS. GLORIA DURAN 

HON. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 25, 2018 

Ms. SÁNCHEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of a champion for children, edu-
cation, and the LGBTQ community from my 
Southern California district. Mrs. Gloria Duran 
passed away March 12, 2018 at the age of 80 
after a lifetime of service to the local area. 
Gloria grew up in Silver City, New Mexico until 
moving to California. She ultimately made 
Santa Fe Springs, California per home. Ms. 
Duran began her career in education as a 
secretary at Los Nietos Middle School and 
committed her life to the betterment of the 
education system, serving as a member of the 
Los Nietos School Board for 16 years, with 
unending verve and dedication. 

Ms. Duran was a dynamic, energetic woman 
who fought with passion for the children and 
seniors she served. Her activism and drive led 
her from den mother to Chair of the Santa Fe 
Springs senior citizens advisory committee 
and membership in the Los Angeles County 
Commission for Older Adults. She went to 
great heights, quite literally, to raise money for 
HIV/AIDS research by jumping out of a plane 
while in her sixties with her son John Duran. 
There was no mountain too high for Gloria to 
climb if it meant making her community a bet-
ter place. 

Gloria Duran was a shining example of what 
dedicated people can do for their community. 
While I know the pain of losing such a strong 
leader will run deep, I hope her family and 
friends will be comforted by the outpouring of 
love and fond memories of Gloria’s lifetime of 
service. May her legacy live on and inspire 
others to serve. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO STATE REPRESENTA-
TIVE KATHY RICHARDSON FOR 
HER SERVICE TO INDIANA 

HON. SUSAN W. BROOKS 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 25, 2018 

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the retirement of Kathy 

Richardson from the Indiana State House of 
Representatives after 25 years. For more than 
two decades, Representative Richardson 
served her constituents in Indiana’s 29th dis-
trict with distinction. On behalf of Indiana’s 
Fifth District, we are forever grateful for her 
contributions to our community and the State 
of Indiana. 

Representative Kathy Richardson is a life- 
long Hoosier. Born and raised in Hamilton 
County, Kathy graduated from Noblesville 
High School in 1974. She began her career in 
public service working in the Hamilton County 
Clerk’s office filing traffic tickets at the age of 
19. She eventually worked her way up to Dep-
uty Clerk, and was elected Hamilton County 
Clerk in 1982. In 1992, when few women ran 
for state offices, Richardson was successfully 
elected to the Indiana State House, rep-
resenting the 29th district. Kathy continued to 
work with the Hamilton County Clerk’s Office 
as the Election Administrator for Hamilton 
County. While serving as Indiana’s 29th Rep-
resentative, Kathy has continued her service 
with the Clerk’s Office. 

A born leader, Kathy has stood out among 
her peers. During her time in the Indiana Gen-
eral Assembly, she served as an elected 
member of the House Republican leadership. 
Kathy broke barriers as Republican Caucus 
Chair, becoming the first woman in Indiana’s 
history to serve in an elected caucus leader-
ship. As Caucus Chair, Kathy guided mem-
bers and staff in making legislative decisions, 
while spearheading caucus meetings. Kathy 
also served on the Elections and Apportion-
ment and Legislative Council, where her years 
of experience and knowledge brought a high 
degree of leadership and success. 

Kathy’s leadership created long lasting, 
positive change in the State of Indiana. During 
her tenure, Kathy partnered with Governors 
Mitch Daniels, Mike Pence, and Eric Holcomb 
to deliver balanced budgets, lower taxes, and 
bring jobs to the state. In 2011, Kathy was in-
fluential in drawing new redistricting maps for 
the Indiana House, Senate, and Congressional 
Districts to reflect the changes in Census data. 
As a prominent member of the House Elec-
tions Committee, Kathy was a crucial contrib-
utor to several of Indiana’s election reform ini-
tiatives. Her guidance and no-nonsense lead-
ership style throughout the process was instru-
mental in its passage. Kathy was influential in 
the creation of the Hamilton County Youth As-
sistance program in Westfield, which works 
with youth who are at risk prior to entering the 
courts system. Due to her leadership, and the 
program’s success, it is now being replicated 
in other communities around the State of Indi-
ana. 

Kathy’s lifetime of service to her community 
has been invaluable not only to her district but 
to the entire state of Indiana. Thanks to work 
on the economy and job creation, Indiana con-
tinues to be a great place to live and do busi-
ness. Kathy’s hard work and invaluable lead-
ership helped make the Indiana General As-
sembly successful for so many years. On be-
half of all Hoosiers, I wish to extend a heartfelt 
thank you to Representative Richardson for 
her lifetime of service. I wish the very best to 
Kathy, her husband Perry Williams as well as 
the rest of her family as she moves into the 
next phase of her career in public service. 
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RECOGNIZING BAY COUNTY JAIL 

ASSISTANT WARDEN FRANK 
OWENS ON HIS RETIREMENT 

HON. NEAL P. DUNN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 25, 2018 

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the Assistant Warden of the Bay Coun-
ty Jail, Frank Owens and congratulate him on 
the occasion of his retirement. Assistant War-
den Owens began his career in law enforce-
ment in 1968, but his love and respect for law 
enforcement began many years before that. 
Over the years he has worked in Tallahassee 
and Georgia, before choosing to settle down 
in Bay County in 2006. 

Mr. Owens dedicated his life to law enforce-
ment—50 years to be exact—it’s what makes 
him happy. Every day he wakes up, he is ex-
cited to go to work. For Frank Owens, serving 
in law enforcement was never just a job, it 
was a calling. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in saying thank 
you to the Assistant Warden of the Bay Coun-
ty Jail, Frank Owens and his family, for their 
years of service and sacrifice, and wish them 
luck as they move on to enjoy a new chapter 
in life. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF 
NANCY KENYON 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 25, 2018 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Nancy Kenyon for her stellar 
leadership and exemplary public service as 
the founder and former executive director of 
Fair Housing of Marin, which is now Fair 
Housing of Northern California. 

In 1963, Ms. Kenyon joined the Fair Hous-
ing Council of Northern New Jersey, where 
she served for 12 years and rose to the rank 
of Housing Director. During this period, she 
led a number of initiatives, including the cre-
ation of a funding stream by U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Development to support 
efforts by fair housing organizations to end 
discriminatory housing practices, now known 
as the Fair Housing Initiative Program. She 
also supervised housing projects for the Ford 
Foundation and served as a training consult-
ant for the States of New York and New Jer-
sey. 

In 1979, she moved to California to assume 
the position of Researcher of the Special Con-
tribution Fund of the San Francisco Chapter of 
The National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People (NAACP). Her research in 
this role helped the NAACP to successfully 
argue that the San Francisco Unified School 
District violated federal law in its maintenance 
and creation of a racial segregated school 
system, and she helped establish a citywide 
lottery affording every child regardless of race, 
color, national origin, or class the right to at-
tend the most prestigious schools in the dis-
trict. 

In 1984, Ms. Kenyon returned to her roots 
in enforcing fair housing laws and founded 
Fair Housing of Marin, where she would serve 

as Executive Director until her retirement in 
2012. Under her leadership, Fair Housing of 
Marin grew from two part-time staff operating 
in a spare bedroom to a staff of 10 serving 
communities in Marin, Sonoma and Solano 
Counties. 

Ms. Kenyon’s quest for fair housing has also 
been expressed in several published articles 
she authored, and her powerful advocacy has 
been recognized with numerous awards, most 
notably the 2005 National Pioneer of Fair 
Housing Award, and the Human Rights Award 
from the United Nations Association in North-
west Bergen County, New Jersey. 

Mr. Speaker, Ms. Kenyon is a respected 
leader and dedicated champion for equity. 
Please join me in expressing my deep appre-
ciation and praise for her national leadership 
as Fair Housing of Northern California honors 
her as part of a celebration of the 50th anni-
versary of the Fair Housing Act. 

f 

COMMENDING LOCAL 2018 HIGH 
SCHOOL GRADUATES FOR THEIR 
DECISION TO ENLIST IN THE 
UNITED STATES NAVY AND OUR 
COMMUNITY SALUTES OF FRED-
ERICKSBURG, VIRGINIA FOR 
HOSTING THE SEVENTH ANNUAL 
HIGH SCHOOL ENLISTEE REC-
OGNITION CEREMONY 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 25, 2018 

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 47 Frederick, Virginia area high 
school seniors who plan to enlist in the United 
States Navy after graduation. These students 
have excelled in their academic and extra-
curricular activities, and I offer my sincere con-
gratulations upon their high school graduation. 

I commend these student leaders for their 
selflessness and courageous decision to serve 
their country as members of the United States 
Navy. 

Hakeem Allen; Alejandro Ambrizrodriguez; 
Robert Ammen; Gregory Andrews; Patrick 
Ayala; Arlice Baker; Johannes Booysen; Kole 
Cacho; Joshua Campbell; Bobbie Dube; 
Nakita Dubrovin; Schaylene Liam Durso; Alex-
ander Eshoo; Daeshawn Gallaway; Lauren 
Gruber; Stephen Guyton; Marcus Jomah; 
Allen Jones; Catherine Keller; Jacob Layton; 
Riley Lemison; John Lipscomb; Devin Majean; 
Austin Martin; Christopher Martin; James 
McCulloch; Tyler McElroy; Cole Minicucci; 
Ronnie Norton; Maria Pavon Bonilla; Emma 
Pierce; Hunter Rankin; Zachary Resch; Mor-
gan Rizzo; Candace Romagna; Preston Short; 
Christopher Smith; Kyle Staymates; Dante 
Stephens; Zoltan Szombathy; Brianna Thomp-
son; Noah Thompson; Brandon Tolbert; 
Dominic Traver; Nicholas Willging; Ethan Wil-
liams; Zoe Williams. 

These students will be honored by the 
Greater Fredericksburg Chapter of Our Com-
munity Salutes at their 7th Annual Military En-
listee Recognition Ceremony on Saturday, 
May 5, 2018 at the University of Mary Wash-
ington in Fredericksburg, VA. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask colleagues to join me in 
thanking these young men and women and 
their families for their dedication to serving this 
great Nation. We owe them and the many 

Americans who have served and will serve a 
debt of gratitude. 

f 

JUSTICE FOR UNCOMPENSATED 
SURVIVORS TODAY (JUST) ACT 
OF 2017 

SPEECH OF 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 24, 2018 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in support of S. 447, the Justice for Un-
compensated Survivor Today (JUST) Act of 
2017. 

This legislation directs the Department of 
State to report annually on progress certain 
European states have made to restore land 
and possessions stolen during the Holocaust, 
with the intent of encouraging justice world-
wide for Holocaust victims. 

Eight years ago, forty-six countries vowed in 
the Terezin Declaration on Holocaust Era As-
sets and Related Issues to facilitate the return 
of property and possessions stolen from Holo-
caust Victims. Regrettably, not every country 
has expediently honored their promises to 
support the restoration of stolen items and ad-
dress the claims of survivors. This bipartisan 
legislation will use the United States’ consider-
able international influence to encourage all 
participating states to create and implement 
policies that will quickly restore the posses-
sions that were taken from the Jewish citizens 
of Europe. 

The victims of the Holocaust experienced 
immeasurable and unimaginable suffering, and 
I am committed to providing all possible as-
sistance in restoring what was stolen from 
them. S. 447 is an excellent tool to ensure the 
process of returning items and property is 
more efficient and it encourages all members 
of the Terezin Declaration to act with the ur-
gency they agreed to eight years ago. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE OPENING OF 
M.S. CHADHA CENTER FOR GLOB-
AL INDIA 

HON. RAJA KRISHNAMOORTHI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 25, 2018 

Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate the opening of the M.S. 
Chadha Center for Global India at Princeton 
University. A welcome and timely addition to a 
world-class university, the M.S. Chadha Cen-
ter will bring together scholars and students 
from all backgrounds to explore and under-
stand the complex social and political forces 
that shape modern India. 

With a population of 1.3 billion people, a vi-
brant and dynamic economy, a rich culture, 
and home to the world’s largest democracy, it 
is no surprise that India exerts a powerful in-
fluence on world affairs. However, there is a 
dearth of scholarship dedicated to exploring 
the intricate history and traditions that inform 
contemporary Indian culture. Princeton Univer-
sity, with its long tradition of rigorous aca-
demic research and scholarship, is the perfect 
setting for a center dedicated to illuminating 
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