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and served as both the Chair of the Prairie 
County Democratic Women’s Group and as an 
active member of the Retired Teachers Asso-
ciation. 

Johnie Mae Sittonen’s hard work for those 
in her community did not go unnoticed. She 
was honored as the Outstanding Community 
Citizen in 1972 and the Des Arc High School 
Citizen of the Year in 1983, and later received 
Baptist Health’s Amazing Sprit Award in 2006. 

A member of the ‘‘Greatest Generation,’’ 
Johnie Mae Sittonen is an example of Amer-
ican excellence, servant-hearted kindness, 
and commitment to service. She will be deeply 
missed, not only by her family and loved ones, 
but also by the northeast Arkansas community 
she served throughout her life. 

f 

TRIIBUTE TO DR. AMY ALZINA— 
CALIFORNIA’S 24TH CONGRES-
SIONAL WOMAN OF THE YEAR 

HON. SALUD O. CARBAJAL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 12, 2018 

Mr. CARBAJAL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Women’s History Month. Every year, 
we dedicate the month of March to give spe-
cial recognition to the accomplishments and 
sacrifices made by America’s women. I con-
sider it an honor to highlight the extraordinary 
women who are making a difference in my 
District. I would like to recognize one out-
standing woman, Dr. Amy Alzina, from 
Montecito. 

In her first year as principal/superintendent 
of Cold Spring School in Montecito, Dr. Alzina 
has had more to deal with than many prin-
cipals will have to handle in a lifetime. Fortu-
nately, her incredible spirit and strong leader-
ship has been woven into the fabric of the 
school since she arrived. 

Cold Spring School was particularly im-
pacted by the aftermath of the Thomas Fire 
and subsequent mudslides, which devastated 
Montecito and took the lives of twenty one in-
dividuals. When Cold Springs School was 
forced the school to close for nearly six weeks 
and took the lives of two students, Dr. Alzina 
was a calming voice and a beacon of informa-
tion for the students and families ensuring 
families felt understood and supported. 

From meeting with families who lost their lo 
ved ones, to hosting school-wide movie nights 
so parents could have time to themselves 
knowing their children were safe, Dr. Alzina 
gave the community comfort and security dur-
ing an incredibly difficult time. Her leadership 
and compassion was instrumental to helping 
Montecito recover from the devastation. 

I ask all Members to join me today in hon-
oring an exceptional woman of California’s 
24th Congressional District, Dr. Amy Alzina, 
for her incredible service to her community. 

f 

LYLA TAYLOR 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 12, 2018 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Lyla Taylor for 

receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Lyla Taylor is a student at Oberon Middle 
School and received this award because her 
determination and hard work have allowed her 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Lyla Taylor 
is exemplary of the type of achievement that 
can be attained with hard work and persever-
ance. It is essential students at all levels strive 
to make the most of their education and de-
velop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Lyla 
Taylor for winning the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. I have 
no doubt she will exhibit the same dedication 
and character in all of her future accomplish-
ments. 

f 

U.S. CENTER FOR SAFESPORT— 
ALLIED PROFESSIONAL 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 12, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the U.S. 
Center for SafeSport is an outstanding organi-
zation that helps prevent child abuse within 
the governing bodies of the United States 
Olympic Committee. SafeSport was launched 
in March of 2017 and aims to empower ath-
letes by developing a national sport culture of 
respect and safety. 

SafeSport has a team of professionals spe-
cifically focused on developing best practices, 
policies, and programs to protect our children 
from predators and promote education and 
awareness about abuse. 

Additionally, the Center’s Response and 
Resolution Office is tasked with investigating 
and resolving policy violations of the 
SafeSport Code for the U.S. Olympic and 
Paralympic Movement’s 47 member National 
Governing Bodies. This will aid in investiga-
tions to identify trends and patterns across 
sport, which will help to strengthen prevention 
efforts. 

Congress has recently recognized the need 
for keeping our young athletes safe, and 
SafeSport is committed to fighting alongside 
us to end the exploitation of young women 
and men in this country. SafeSport not only is 
committed to preventing sexual abuse but any 
form of emotional and physical misconduct. 
This also extends to bullying, hazing, and har-
assment. 

With these policies put into place, SafeSport 
is effectively eradicating abuse from our sports 
programs. The organization is a shining bea-
con that empowers our youth to stand up for 
what is right. 

Each year the Congressional Victims’ Rights 
Caucus honors outstanding individuals and or-
ganizations for their tireless efforts supporting 
and empowering survivors of crime. Co- 
chaired and co-founded by JIM COSTA (D–CA) 
and myself, the bipartisan caucus advocates 
for crime victims and protects programs that 
provide critical support for related services. 

I am proud to award this amazing organiza-
tion with the Congressional Victims’ Rights 
Caucus Allied Professional Award, recognizing 
the efforts of SafeSport and their leadership, 
creativity, and commitment in linking allied 

professionals to improve the plight of crime 
victims in our Nation. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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TRIBUTE TO CLAUDETTE NICOLE 
SABA MONESTIME—28TH CON-
GRESSIONAL DISTRICT WOMAN 
OF THE YEAR 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 12, 2018 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Women’s History Month. Each year, 
we pay special tribute to the contributions 
made by our nation’s women. It is an honor to 
pay homage to outstanding women who are 
making a difference in my congressional dis-
trict. Today I would like to recognize one re-
markable woman, Claudette Nicole Saba 
Monestime of Atwater Village, a unique neigh-
borhood of Los Angeles, California. 

Claudette Nicole Saba Monestime is a Pal-
estinian American who was born in Wies-
baden, Germany, where her father was sta-
tioned serving the United States Army during 
the Vietnam War. Nicole, her parents and two 
sisters moved from Germany to Anaheim, 
California after her father’s military service 
ended. She credits her amazing public school 
education in the Anaheim school system and 
the attainment of a Bachelor of Arts in Busi-
ness Administration from California State Uni-
versity, Fullerton. 

She moved to Atwater Village nearly twenty 
years ago to expand her career in marketing, 
and along the way met and married her hus-
band, Rene Monestime. They had two sons, 
Reece and Micah. After having a successful 
career as a marketing manager at Princess 
Cruises and Cunard Line, she started her own 
marketing firm and immersed herself in her 
children’s public school education. 

Ms. Monestime helped create a technology 
vision for Glenfeliz Boulevard School for Ad-
vanced Studies, which has resulted in the con-
sistent use of 75 iPads and 35 laptops by stu-
dents throughout all grade levels. She con-
tinues to volunteer her time in the classroom 
by helping teach first, second, and third grade 
students about the intricacies of computer pro-
gramming. Nicole is the president of the 
Glenfeliz Boulevard School for Advanced 
Studies’ non-profit booster organization, 
Friends of Glenfeliz, which raises much need-
ed funds to help to pay for programs that ben-
efit the entire student body, and also partici-
pates in an ongoing community outreach cam-
paign to ensure that local businesses play an 
integral role at the elementary school. Ms. 
Monestime serves as the president of the 
School Site Council, which works with the Los 
Angeles Unified School District to give parents 
perspective and feedback regarding decisions 
made at the district level. 

Nicole’s inspiration comes from the com-
mitted parents, administrators, teachers, busi-
ness and non-profit leaders from the Atwater 
Village community who work in creative ways 
to make a difference. When they say, ‘‘It takes 
a village to raise a child,’’ that is most certainly 
true and is happening in Atwater Village. 

I ask all Members to join me in honoring this 
exceptional, well-respected woman of Califor-
nia’s 28th Congressional District, Claudette Ni-
cole Saba Monestime. 
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TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM B. ‘‘BILL’’ 

ZIMMERMAN, JR. 

HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 12, 2018 

Mr. GRIFFITH. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
honor William B. ‘‘Bill’’ Zimmerman, Jr., of 
Covington. Bill passed away on November 6, 
2017 at the age of 74. He was a fixture in the 
community who gave generously of himself to 
his fellow residents of the Alleghany High-
lands. 

Bill cared deeply about the place where he 
grew up and spent his life. He graduated from 
Covington High School in 1960, and later in 
life he advised the school’s Jayteens. He 
worked as a Director of the Alleghany High-
lands Office on Youth Program and as a diver-
sion specialist for Alleghany County and the 
City of Covington. 

Residents of Covington knew him as a long-
time councilman who fulfilled his duties with 
integrity and dedication. From 1976 to 1980 
and again from 1998 until his passing, Bill 
served as District 1’s representative on the 
Covington City Council, and for a time also 
served as Vice Mayor. 

Bill also contributed to various boards and 
organizations with his time and his talents. 
Among his contributions to the Alleghany His-
torical Society was a grand piano. Even as his 
health declined, he continued to sing in the 
Granbery Memorial United Methodist Church 
choir. 

It is hard to think of Covington without re-
membering Bill Zimmerman. During parades in 
Covington, I grew accustomed to seeing him 
on the same street corner greeting people. I 
offer my condolences to his family, his friends 
(of which I was one), and the City of Cov-
ington on this great loss. 

SERENITY TURNER 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 12, 2018 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Serenity Tur-
ner for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Serenity Turner is a student at Arvada K–8 
and received this award because her deter-
mination and hard work have allowed her to 
overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Serenity 
Turner is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Se-
renity Turner for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 

f 

HONORING THE CAREER OF WIN-
TER PARK FIRE CHIEF JIM 
WHITE 

HON. STEPHANIE N. MURPHY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 12, 2018 

Mrs. MURPHY of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to recognize Jim White, chief of the Win-
ter Park Fire Department, who will be retiring 
in May after over 35 years of public service in 
the firefighting profession. 

Chief White began his career in firefighting 
only a few miles from here as a volunteer at 
the Arlington County Fire Department in Vir-
ginia before moving to Myrtle Beach, South 

Carolina, where he worked for ten years as a 
professional firefighter. Chief White later es-
tablished roots in Winter Park, where he has 
spent the last fifteen years as our city’s top 
firefighter. 

Some might say firefighting is the White 
family business. His father also volunteered as 
a firefighter, and his brother went on to be-
come the deputy fire chief of the same Arling-
ton fire station where White began his career. 
These men exemplify courage—running in 
while others are running out. 

But whether it is because firefighting is in 
his family’s DNA or because of his own pas-
sion for the job, it is clear that Chief White is 
both a capable leader and a dedicated public 
servant. During his tenure as the Winter Park 
Fire Chief, he oversaw the development of the 
city’s first emergency management office, the 
improvement of several of the city’s fire safety 
accreditations, and the construction of Winter 
Park’s own public safety facility. 

Chief White’s achievements did not go un-
noticed. In 2008, the International City Man-
agement Association awarded Winter Park its 
‘‘Community Health and Safety Program Ex-
cellence Award’’ in recognition of an effort led 
by Chief White to modernize the city’s fleet of 
ambulances, making it safer for rescue per-
sonnel to save lives. And, in 2014, Chief 
White received the Florida Fire Chiefs’ Asso-
ciation’s ‘‘Fire Chief of the Year Award’’ for his 
service to the public and his contributions to 
the fire service as a whole. 

Although Chief White’s leadership and expe-
rience will surely be missed at the department, 
he will leave an incredible legacy for others to 
follow. As a Winter Park resident myself, I 
want to personally thank Chief Jim White for 
his remarkable career in public service, and I 
wish Jim and his entire family all the best as 
they enter this new and exciting chapter in 
their lives. 

May God bless Chief White and our brave 
firefighters and first responders across this na-
tion who put their lives on the line to keep us 
safe. 
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