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Pittsburgh sports and his community, and | am
pleased to honor him as his 100th birthday ap-
proaches.

MEGAN SCHUELLER
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 12, 2018

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Megan
Schueller for receiving the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.

Megan Schueller is a student at Warren
Tech North and received this award because
her determination and hard work have allowed
her to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Megan
Schueller is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Megan Schueller for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. | have no doubt she will exhibit the
same dedication and character in all of her fu-
ture accomplishments.

————

RECOGNIZING THE VICTIMS OF
THE SMOLENSK AIR CRASH

HON. BRIAN K. FITZPATRICK

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 12, 2018

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, it is with
sadness that | join in acknowledging the
eighth anniversary of the Smolensk Disaster, a
tragedy that claimed the lives of Polish Presi-
dent Lech Kaczynski, his wife Maria, and 94
others aboard a government aircraft on April
10, 2010. Among the victims were high rank-
ing generals and government officials, clergy,
anti-communist leaders and the family mem-
bers of victims traveling to a ceremony for the
1940 Katyn Forest Massacre. Also on the
plane was one American citizen on an official
mission for the city of Chicago. This week, we
offer our prayers for the souls of the 96 crash
victims and honor those who served their
country.

———————

TRIBUTE TO BETH FARNSWORTH
WARD—CALIFORNIA’S 24TH CON-
GRESSIONAL WOMAN OF THE
YEAR

HON. SALUD 0. CARBAJAL

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 12, 2018

Mr. CARBAJAL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Women’s History Month. Every year,
we dedicate the month of March to give spe-
cial recognition to the accomplishments and
sacrifices made by America’s women. | con-
sider it an honor to highlight the extraordinary
women who are making a difference in my
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District. | would like to recognize one out-
standing woman, Beth Farnsworth Ward, from
Santa Barbara.

Beth Farnsworth Ward is an Anchor and
Reporter for KEYT NewsChannel 3 in Santa
Barbara. When the Thomas Fire broke out in
December of 2017 and rapidly spread through
two counties, Beth stepped up and took the
lead covering the disaster and its aftermath,
working tirelessly to bring important stories
and up-to-date news to affected residents.

Beth provided vital TV news information for
our community as evacuations and alerts
came out from county officials. Her out-
standing leadership and tireless work to help
residents navigate information, warnings, and
updates ensured residents all throughout the
Central Coast were well-informed during the
largest wildfire in California history and her
work to keep residents safe cannot be under-
stated.

She stepped up once again in January,
when the deadly mudslides left many in
Montecito in need of resources and informa-
tion. Beth’s tireless devotion, from telling com-
pelling and hard-hitting stories from the field to
delivering timely news on set was invaluable
to our community as we joined together as a
community to recover from two of the worst
natural disasters our community has faced.

I am honored to recognize Beth for her
commitment to our news operation and the
residents of Santa Barbara county. Her news
coverage is exemplary of the importance of
journalism and local reporting to our commu-
nity’s safety and security.

| ask all Members to join me today in hon-
oring an exceptional woman of California’s
24th Congressional District, Beth Farnsworth
Ward, for her incredible service to her commu-
nity.

TRIBUTE TO ISA-KAE MEKSIN—
28TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
WOMAN OF THE YEAR

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 12, 2018

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Women’s History Month. Each year,
we pay special tribute to the contributions and
sacrifices made by our nation’s women. It is
an honor to pay homage to outstanding
women who are making a difference in my
congressional district. | would like to recognize
a remarkable woman, Isa-Kae Meksin of Echo
Park, a unique neighborhood of Los Angeles,
California.

Isa-Kae’s family immigrated to New York
from the Ukraine where her father was a con-
cert pianist and her mother was a homemaker.
Growing up, Isa-Kae’s mother taught her to
question authority and to think on her feet,
guiding her towards her passion for local poli-
tics and historic preservation.

While in New York, Ms. Meksin received a
Bachelor's Degree from Hunter College and
soon after worked as a secretary for C.L.R.
James, the visionary Afro-Trinidadian historian
and journalist. It was during this time that she
observed how workers, women, African-Ameri-
cans and youth, were agents of change, and
it was this work that led her to Los Angeles to
connect with and observe the activities of the
local factory workers.
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Isa-Kae moved to California in 1953 where
she attended California State University, Los
Angeles and worked towards her teaching cre-
dential. As a teacher in the 1950’s, she dedi-
cated her time to working with students with
disabilities, specifically the visually impaired,
and she maintains life-long relationships with
some of these past students. Ms. Meksin con-
tinued this incredible work for many years until
she found a new passion: activism.

In 1978, Isa-Kae worked on opposing the
discriminatory Briggs Initiative which would
have banned gays and lesbians, and anyone
who supported Lesbian Gay Bisexual
Transgender (LGBT) rights, from working in
California public schools. As someone who
fought for and supported the rights of LGBT
individuals, Isa-Kae testified to the horrific out-
comes of such a potentially divisive initiative
and how the legislation perpetuated grossly in-
accurate portrayals of homosexuals, and
through her dedicated efforts and those of oth-
ers, the Briggs Initiative was defeated.

Isa-Kae continues her activist work by vol-
unteering with various organizations like the
Watts Gang Task Force, the American Civil
Liberties Union, the Central City Action Com-
mittee, the Citizens Committee to Save Ely-
sian Park, the Studio for Southern California
History and many others. Among her many
accomplishments, Ms. Meksin works with Cali-
fornia State University, Los Angeles to create
opportunities for homeless youth to attend col-
lege and in 2017, she was awarded the Distin-
guished Educator Award from the university
for her efforts.

| ask all Members to join me in honoring this
exceptional, well-respected woman of Califor-

nia’s 28th Congressional District, Isa-Kae
Meksin.
————
MEGAN RONDINI
HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 12, 2018

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, Megan
Rondini was a young college student at the
University of Alabama. She was a bright
young woman with her whole life ahead of
her. What happened next should have never
transpired. Megan was raped by a man from
a rich family in Tuscaloosa, Alabama. After
Megan managed to escape Bunn by fleeing
outside a second story window, she headed to
a hospital for a rape kit. She did everything a
victim should do.

But it was here the system began to fail her.
The hospital did not have a sexual assault fo-
rensic examiner or SAFE on staff, so they had
nobody trained to properly deal with a sexual
assault victim or trained to properly collect
DNA evidence.

When she went to the police station, she
was treated with disdain and disbelief, dis-
missed and ignored. The police didn’'t believe
her, and treated her like a criminal. They even
read her—the victim—her Miranda Rights.

Megan was failed by the system at every
turn. Feeling like she had no other option, she
tragically took her own life.

The injustices she endured started a na-
tional dialogue about campus sexual assault,
an issue that is extremely pervasive in our so-
ciety, but one that very few people wanted to
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talk about. The outrage generated forced
many universities to re-evaluate and change
how they handle victims of sexual assault.
Legislators on both sides of the isle came to-
gether on local, state and federal levels to try
to come up with new laws and real solutions.

Many hospitals and university infirmaries
have begun hiring and recruiting staff trained.
specifically to handle sexual assault cases.
Countless future victims will benefit from the
changes that have been implemented because
of Megan Rondini. And those changes have
only just begun. We will all continue to fight in
her name to make the system better for vic-
tims.

Each year the Congressional Victims’ Rights
Caucus honors outstanding individuals and or-
ganizations for their tireless efforts supporting
and empowering survivors of crime. Co-
chaired and co-founded by Jim CoSTA (D-CA)
and myself, the bipartisan caucus advocates
for crime victims and protects programs that
provide critical support for related services.
Today, | am proud to announce Megan
Rondini as the recipient of the Congressional
Victims’ Rights Caucus Suzanne McDaniel
Memorial Award for Public Awareness. The
Public Awareness Award is in memory of Su-
sanne McDaniel, one of the first prosecutor-
based victim advocates in Texas and the na-
tion. There is no doubt, Megan’s story has
overwhelmingly brought change at the Na-
tional level for crime victims.

And that’s just the way it is.

SUTTON SPARR

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 12, 2018

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Sutton Sparr
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award.

Sutton Sparr is a student at Mandalay Mid-
dle School and received this award because
his determination and hard work have allowed
him to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Sutton
Sparr is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels
strive to make the most of their education and
develop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Sut-
ton Sparr for winning the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. | have
no doubt he will exhibit the same dedication
and character in all of his future accomplish-
ments.

———

HONORING FRED DEL BARRIO
HON. VICENTE GONZALEZ

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, April 12, 2018

Mr. GONZALEZ of Texas. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize Fred Del Barrio, who
was recently named Business Man of the Year

by the Rio Grande Valley Hispanic Chamber
of Commerce.
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In 1984, Fred Del Barrio, a high school sen-
ior at the time, reluctantly took his first job at
the McDonald’s on Conway Avenue in Mis-
sion, Texas. By the age of 20, he was the
manager of the McDonald’s at EI Centro Mall
in Pharr; by the age of 23 he was the super-
visor of three stores; and by the age of 31 he
owned his own franchise. Today, Mr. Del
Barrio is the proud owner of 13 McDonald’s
franchises.

Mr. Del Barrio has been described by his
peers as exceptionally humble and versatile.
Moreover, when the Rio Grande Valley Cham-
ber of Commerce chose him for Business Man
of the Year they cited his knowledge of “the
value of giving back to the community.” Be-
cause he has been in their shoes, Mr. Del
Barrio understands the importance of fostering
relationships with his employees. Even though
the job has changed over time, Mr. Del Barrio
strives to give all of his employees the re-
sources they need to get ahead.

Mr. Speaker, it is honoring to represent in-
dustrious and productive South Texan. Fred
Del Barrio’s business acumen and contribu-
tions to the community are a shining example
of what the 15th District of Texas has to offer.

—————

KASKASKIA COLLEGE—NATIONAL
COMMUNITY COLLEGE MONTH

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 12, 2018

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, | rise before
you today to recognize Kaskaskia College as
part of April's national Community College
Month.

Kaskaskia College provides high quality and
affordable services to over 7,000 students
every year. Students can receive distinguished
Associate Degrees and skilled labor training to
propel themselves forward in higher education
and the work force.

Kaskaskia College has doubled down on
their mission to provide the most competitive
education and technical training. KC has ex-
panded access to their services through online
programs, dual-credit courses, and six edu-
cational centers that complement their main
campus. The services KC provides have be-
come vital to the economic and educational
growth in the communities it serves.

Mr. Speaker, | wish to send my congratula-
tions to Kaskaskia College’s faculty, staff, and
Board of Trustees for their continued success
and dedication to their mission.

MARCH FOR OUR LIVES

HON. MICHAEL F. DOYLE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 12, 2018

Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today in recognition of the
students, teachers, school districts, and advo-
cates throughout Western Pennsylvania who
participated in the March for Our Lives on
March 24 in downtown Pittsburgh. It is esti-
mated that about 30,000 people participated—
a powerful demonstration of the movement
against gun violence.

April 12, 2018

| especially want to recognize the students
who have started and fueled this movement.
Recently, my office has received many letters
from students throughout the Pittsburgh area.
These students have written that they are
scared and frustrated. One of my constituents
wrote, for example, that she sits in each of her
classrooms throughout the day, planning out
where to run or hide if a shooter enters. But
these students have consciously turned their
passion about this issue into action to improve
their futures. This decision is admirable.

| was pleased to join these young people
during the March for Our Lives in Pittsburgh
on March 24, and | was inspired by their calls
for legislative action on this issue. Congress
must make greater efforts to ensure these
young people see significant new gun legisla-
tion enacted. | will continue to support policies
that can prevent gun violence tragedies in the
future.

| would also like to recognize the teachers
and school districts that have encouraged their
students to think critically about the issues that
impact their lives and about their roles in de-
mocracy. | applaud their efforts to protect their
students and teach a new generation of lead-
ers how to serve their communities.

Finally, | would like to recognize my con-
stituents who have been vocal about this issue
for many years. When | participated in the sit-
in on this House Floor almost two years ago
after the shooting in Orlando, we felt that
enough was enough. That's so much more
true today. | am committed to continuing this
fight to curb gun violence as long as it takes,
and | believe that the efforts of this new gen-
eration will finally tip the scales in our favor
and enact new commonsense gun laws.

———

IN MEMORY OF MRS. JOHNIE MAE
SITTONEN

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 12, 2018

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
alongside my friend, Congressman RICK
CRAWFORD, to pay ftribute to Johnie Mae
Sittonen, a World War Il veteran and Des Arc,
Arkansas native who passed away in January
of this year. Throughout her life, Johnie Mae
Sittonen served her country, her Arkansas
community, and her family selflessly.

Johnie Mae Sittonen was born in Biscoe,
Arkansas in 1924. In 1942, she graduated
from Des Arc High School as an exemplary
student and enrolled at Arkansas State Uni-
versity. As a young woman, Johnie Mae was
one of the great Americans who volunteered
to serve our nation. She joined the U.S. Navy
in 1944, at the height of World War Il. During
her service, she met and married Paul
Sittonen. After several years in Massachu-
setts, she and her husband Paul returned to
Des Arc in 1959 to raise their five children and
run a family farm.

Johnie Mae Sittonen spent many vyears
serving her Arkansas community. For more
than 20 years, she worked in the Des Arc
Schools as the cafeteria supervisor before re-
tiring in 1986. A committed member of the
First United Methodist Church in Des Arc, she
taught Sunday School, sang in the choir, and
served as an active member of United Meth-
odist Women. She was a lifelong Democrat,
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