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Last month, the President twice said he op-
posed the investigation, told an untruth about
the political composition of the prosecutors in
the Special Counsel's office, and has reiter-
ated that it should never have been started.

Given the actions of the current President, it
is appropriate to ask whether stronger legisla-
tion is needed.

But H.R. 5476 is an important compromise
with our colleagues on the other side of the
aisle.

We must step back and take off our partisan
hats and approach this as Americans.

We, as Members of Congress, are Constitu-
tional Officers.

This is an ‘Article I’ moment.

The People’s House must exercise its con-
stitutional prerogative and conduct oversight.

The framers of the Constitution prioritized
the legislature branch over the executive
branch.

Recent public opinion polls reflect that 70
percent of the American people want the Spe-
cial Counsel to continue his investigation.

The Framers of our Constitution wisely di-
vided power through a system of checks and
balances.

They anticipated a moment like this and
vested power in the Congress to address,
deter, and remedy a crisis caused by a Chief
Executive who held himself to be above the
law.

When future generations look back on this
moment, and they consider that our demo-
cratic ideals and institutions were under enor-
mous pressure from unsuspecting places, they
will ask what we did when it mattered.

We must act.

Now, while we as Americans have our dif-
fering views, they are ours to solve, amongst
ourselves.

Unfortunately, for all of us, the scope of the
Special Counsel’s investigation also includes
the question of the extent to which the Trump
campaign was helped in any way by the Rus-
sians.

Congress must not abdicate its Article | re-
sponsibility.

We must get to the bottom of what hap-
pened in the 2016 election.

We must permit Special Counsel Robert
Mueller to continue his investigation.

We must seize the moment and pass H.R.
5476, “Special Counsel Independence and In-
tegrity Act.”

TYLER PITERA
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 12, 2018

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Tyler Pitera
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award.

Tyler Pitera is a student at Arvada K-8 and
received this award because his determination
and hard work have allowed him to overcome
adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Tyler Pitera
is exemplary of the type of achievement that
can be attained with hard work and persever-
ance. It is essential students at all levels strive
to make the most of their education and de-
velop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.
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| extend my deepest congratulations to Tyler
Pitera for winning the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. | have
no doubt he will exhibit the same dedication
and character in all of his future accomplish-
ments.

———

TRIBUTE TO LORI HARTWELL—
28TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
WOMAN OF THE YEAR

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 12, 2018

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Women’s History Month. Each year,
we pay special tribute to the contributions and
sacrifices made by our nation’s women. It is
an honor to pay homage to outstanding
women who are making a difference in my
Congressional District. | would like to recog-
nize a remarkable woman, Lori Hartwell of
Glendale, California.

A resilient survivor of chronic kidney disease
(CKD), Lori has dedicated her life to the renal
field and patients with chronic illness. In her
lifelong struggle with CKD, which began when
she was two years old, Ms. Hartwell received
dialysis treatments for almost 13 years and
has had four kidney transplants. Rather than
capitulating to the obstacles of this debilitating
disease, Ms. Hartwell chose to embrace her
circumstances and motivate others like her to
lead complete and productive lives. In her
book Chronically Happy—Joyful Living in Spite
of Chronic lliness, she narrates the challenges
she overcame as well as the steps to achiev-
ing one’s dreams.

After developing a comprehensive under-
standing of the American renal patient popu-
lation as a sales specialist for HemaMetrics
and sales manager for Medcomp, Ms. Hartwell
became editor of the medical journal Contem-
porary Dialysis & Nephrology and established
Hartwell Communications to consult on pa-
tient-related educational materials. In 1993,
Lori founded the Renal Support Network
(RSN), originally a Southern California-grass-
roots patient-led organization that has since
expanded across the United States. The RSN
endeavors to cultivate an emotional support
network built on hope, knowledge, and peer
connection to provide CKD patients with the
tools to thrive despite their iliness.

In addition to her work with RSN, Ms.
Hartwell gives presentations locally, nation-
wide and globally at national nephrology con-
ferences and events about patient engage-
ment, overcoming adversity, and achieving
goals. She also advises elected officials on
the impact of legislative policies on people
with chronic illnesses, and serves on multiple
councils and boards in the renal field, includ-
ing the National Quality Renal Forum and the
Board of Directors for Kidney Care Partners.
She is former chair of the Patient Advisory
Committee for the Southern California Renal
Disease Council and served on the Governor’s
Rehabilitation Council for the State of Cali-
fornia.

Ms. Hartwell's impressive work has not
gone unnoticed as she has been recognized
with numerous awards, including the National
Kidney Registry’s “Patient Advocacy Award”
in 2010 and being named “Woman of the
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Year” in the 21st California Senate District by
State Senator Jack Scott in 2005.

Ms. Hartwell’s remarkable efforts on behalf
of those diagnosed with kidney disease, as
well as her resilience in her own battle, speak
for themselves. She is a steadfast community
leader with a long record of dedicated service
and an inspiration to all.

| ask all Members to join me in honoring this
exceptional, well-respected woman of Califor-
nia’s 28th Congressional District, Lori Hartwell.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 29TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE EXPLOSION
ABOARD USS “IOWA”

HON. CHRIS COLLINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 12, 2018

Mr. COLLINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize the 47 brave young
men who lost their lives on April 19, 1989
aboard the USS Jowa. It is important to re-
member those who were killed in the line of
duty especially those serving in the United
States Armed Forces. The deaths of the 47
sailors aboard the USS lowa are truly a tragic
and upsetting story.

The USS lowa, originally constructed to fight
in World War Il, was modernized and re-
commissioned for battle in 1984. However,
during the overhaul of the ship, many of the
necessary repairs were either rushed or in-
stead used to upgrade the ship’s power plant.
This led to serious maintenance issues with
the main gun turrets.

On April 19, 1989, there were a series of
explosions aboard the USS lowa during a live-
fire exercise off the coast of Puerto Rico. The
first explosion came from the ship’s second
turret resulting from a maintenance problem,
and due to a buildup of carbon monoxide gas,
there was a second explosion and a fire. Trag-
ically, all 47 members aboard the USS lowa
lost their lives.

One of the victims was Buffalo native, Na-
thaniel Clifford Jones, Jr. | want to take this
opportunity to express my deepest condo-
lences to the Jones family for the passing of
Nathaniel. His service on behalf of the men
and women of this country will not be forgot-
ten. We should all commend the service that
these brave young men made on behalf of the
United States of America.

——————

TRIBUTE TO BECKY JORGESON—
CALIFORNIA’S 24TH CONGRES-
SIONAL WOMAN OF THE YEAR

HON. SALUD 0. CARBAJAL

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 12, 2018

Mr. CARBAJAL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Women’s History Month. Every year,
we dedicate the month of March to give spe-
cial recognition to the accomplishments and
sacrifices made by America’s women. | con-
sider it an honor to highlight the extraordinary
women who are making a difference in my
District. | would like to recognize one out-
standing woman, Becky Jorgeson, of San Luis
Obispo, California.
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Becky Jorgeson is an outstanding activist
who is working establish sustainable commu-
nity villages of tiny homes for chronically
homeless people with little or no income. She
is the Founder and President of Hope’s Village
of San Luis Obispo, which aims to provide
safe, healthy and drug-free communities
where people who are homeless can live in
dignity and peace.

Through Becky’s “RVs for Veterans” pro-
gram, 74 motorhomes, travel trailers and fifth
wheels have been passed on to local home-
less veterans getting them off the streets and
into their own tiny homes on wheels. 734
showers have been given through her mobile
“Showers of Hope” program; and numerous
sleeping bags, tents, tarps, blankets, jackets
and food have been passed out down by the
creek and on the streets of San Luis Obispo
through their outreach program.

Becky also has worked closely with edu-
cators and students to bring more homes to
those in need. She collaborated with the Cal
Poly Construction Management department to
build and donate two “cabins on wheels” for
their soon to be community village. Currently,
Nipomo Tech High School is building another
tiny home for Hope’s Village, and Cuesta Col-
lege will begin building in the Fall.

Becky’s work to support the homeless popu-
lation of San Luis Obispo has been a tremen-
dous asset to members of the community in
need. | ask all Members to join me today in
honoring an exceptional woman of California’s
24th Congressional District, Becky Jorgeson,
for her incredible service to her community.

———

ARIEN PAULS-EVA MURILLO
UNSUNG HERO AWARD

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 12, 2018

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, Arien Pauls
was excited for her graduation from Bullard
High School in 2007 and even more excited to
head off to Fresno City College. A hard work-
er, she took a part time job at Taco Bell to
help pay her bills and tuition. After posting on-
line about her lack of funds, she was con-
tacted by her soon to be trafficker. She
thought he wanted a simple relationship. How-
ever, when she finally agreed to meet him in
person, he forced her into modern day slav-
ery.

He moved her to Los Angeles and cut off all
contact with her family and friends. For four
years, Arien lived out of hotels and suitcases,
her body being abused by strangers. After
being forced to have an illegal abortion, she
managed to escape with another trafficking
victim. Luckily, her dastardly trafficker was
charged with domestic violence.

Arien has faced many challenges through-
out her life. She witnessed her mother use
drugs and then, in her narcotic induced state,
abuse her. She was molested by several male
family members as a child, but she was deter-
mined to create a better life for her and her
younger brother.

Arien refused to let her tragic past dictate
her future. She became an advocate for
human trafficking victims, using her experi-
ences to relate to and help others. She volun-
teered with Breaking the Chains and the Cen-
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tral Valley Justice Coalition, where she shares
her story with hundreds of young women.
Through this group, she is able to educate
students about the dangers of human traf-
ficking.

Arien is an unpaid volunteer and works as
an assistant catering manager to support her
3-year-old daughter. Her dream is to one day
earn a law degree and use her legal skills to
further advocate for crime victims.

Arien’s story is one of triumph. She may
have endured horrific hardships, but she came
out the other side stronger and more resilient.

Each year the Congressional Victims’ Rights
Caucus honors outstanding individuals and or-
ganizations for their tireless efforts supporting
and empowering survivors of crime. Co-
chaired and co-founded by JiIM COSTA (D-CA)
and myself, the bipartisan caucus advocates
for crime victims and protects programs that
provide critical support for related services.

| am honored to announce Arien Pauls as
the recipient of the Congressional Victims’
Rights Caucus Eva Murillo Unsung Hero
Award. The Unsung Hero Award is in memo-
rial of Eva Murillo, a prominent crime victim
advocate from California. Arien has utilized
her experiences to promote public education
and awareness, public policy development and
greater awareness about crime victims’ rights
and needs, as well as her stunning achieve-
ments and passion for victims’ advocacy here
today.

And that’s just the way it is.

RAEGAN SAWANO
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 12, 2018

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Raegan
Sawano for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award.

Raegan Sawano is a student at Oberson
Middle School and received this award be-
cause her determination and hard work have
allowed her to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Raegan
Sawano is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Raegan Sawano for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. | have no doubt she will exhibit the
same dedication and character in all of her fu-
ture accomplishments.

ELLA DINKINS
HON. VAL BUTLER DEMINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 12, 2018

Mrs. DEMINGS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the accomplishments and life of Ella Au-
gusta Johnson Dinkins, as she celebrates her
100th birthday this year.

Mrs. Dinkins was born on April 20, 1918 in
Orlando, Florida. She is the first child of Addie
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Mae Gramling Johnson, a school teacher, and
Augustus Newsome Johnson, an architect and
builder.

When the onset of the Great Depression de-
stroyed her family’s financial security, she
moved with her parents to Eatonville, the first
black incorporated municipality in the United
States of America. There, she attended and
graduated from the Historic Hungerford
School.

Mrs. Dinkins worked hard to support her
family—as a domestic servant, truck farmer,
insurance agent, hair dresser, and chicken
farmer. During certain periods of her life, she
worked three jobs at once. She retired in 1984
from her position with the United Telephone
Company.

Mrs. Dinkins quickly built a reputation in
Eatonville as a civic and faith leader. She is a
member of Eatonville’s oldest congregation—
St. Lawrence African Methodist Episcopal
Church—where she has served on countless
committees and as Chair of the Board of
Trustees.

In segregated Orlando, black women were
forced to deliver babies in the basement of Or-
ange Memorial Hospital. No incubators were
available for children who needed them. Mrs.
Dinkins helped to found Eatonville’s Mothers’
Club, which raised funds to buy incubators,
saving the lives of vulnerable children in her
community.

During the 1950s, Mrs. Dinkins joined
Eatonville’s Volunteer Fire Department Auxil-
iary. In the 1960s, she worked to elect rep-
resentatives who would work for equality, fair-
ness, and progress.

In the 1980s, she became a Founding Mem-
ber of the Association to Preserve the
Eatonville Community, Inc. (PEC), and has
spent thousands of hours organizing pro-
grams, volunteering at the Zora Neale Hurston
National Museum of Fine Arts, and rep-
resenting her community at historical preser-
vation  conferences  nationwide. = When
Eatonville was designated the Historic Town of
Eatonville, Mrs. Dinkins served on the first
Historic Preservation Board. PEC continues to
organize the ZORA Festival, STEM Initiative,
and other community programs.

Today, Mrs. Dinkins is widely known as a
volunteer, civic leader, and community voice,
who attends every Town Council meeting and
other official community gathering.

Mr. Speaker, the Historic Town of Eatonville
is blessed to count Mrs. Dinkins as a resident.
| am honored to represent her, and | congratu-
late her on her 100th birthday.

KATY ISD BRINGS HOME FOUR
TRACK AND FIELD CHAMPION-
SHIPS

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 12, 2018

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate our Katy ISD track and field ath-
letes for bringing home four championships at
the 91st Clyde Littlefield Texas Relays.

Seven Lakes High School sprinters Thomas
Pratt, Lance Broome, Chris Wiliams and
Jahquan Bloomfield won the gold in the 400-
meter relay with a time of 40.88 seconds. The
Tompkins High School girls 3,200-meter relay
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