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HONORING MR. JARED KING 

HON. ROD BLUM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 11, 2018 

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a remarkable young man, Jared John 
King who attained the Eagle Scout Award. Be-
coming an Eagle Scout, the highest rank in 
the Boy Scouts, has only been accomplished 
by approximately four percent of all Boy 
Scouts. The process requires earning at least 
21 merit badges which takes years to fulfill. 

At the age of 15 and a freshman in high 
school, Mr. King should be proud of his ac-
complishment. Receiving his Eagle Scout rank 
demonstrates that he is a strong, dedicated, 
and proven leader. With this accomplishment, 
it is my hope he will continue to serve as a 
role model for younger boy scouts. Thank you 
to Mr. King for making a positive impact in 
northeast Iowa. 

f 

TRIBUTE IN HONOR OF U.S. NAVY 
SEAL RICHARD PAUL MELTON 

HON. HAROLD ROGERS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 11, 2018 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to an American hero 
and one of Eastern Kentucky’s bravest sons, 
U.S. Navy SEAL Richard Paul Melton, in cele-
bration of his retirement from a valiant 20-year 
military career. 

As a member of the nation’s elite Seal 
Team Six, Paul Melton has served as one of 
the United States’ highly trained experts in 
warfare, special reconnaissance, counterter-
rorism and national defense. Our Navy SEALs 
are the most highly esteemed warriors around 
the world, known for their unmatched success 
in covert special operations by sea, air and 
land, displaying incredible dedication to our 
country with every mission and unmatched 
willpower in enemy territory. 

Our nation owes this Navy SEAL and his 
family a great debt of gratitude for their com-
bined sacrifice during his brave service over 
the last two decades. He has served five tours 
in Afghanistan, as well as tours in the Arabian 
Peninsula, the Horn of Africa and the greater 
Middle East. While we may never know the 
gravity of his classified missions and the immi-
nent danger he faced in areas infiltrated with 
some of the world’s most brutal terrorists, let 
us never fail to applaud and recognize his un-
dying determination to defend our freedom 
and protect our allied nations. 

Senior Chief Petty Officer Paul Melton is 
decorated with some of the highest honors be-
stowed upon any member of the U.S. Armed 
Forces, including: five Bronze Star Medals 
with Combat V, a Purple Heart, a Joint Serv-
ice Commendation Medal with Combat V, a 

Combat Action Ribbon, two Navy and Marine 
Corps Commendation Medals, three Navy and 
Marine Corps Achievement Medals, two Presi-
dential Unit Citations, a Meritorious Unit Com-
mendation Medal, the Navy E Ribbon, six 
Navy Good Conduct Medals, a National De-
fense Medal, an Afghanistan Campaign 
Medal, a Sea Service Deployment Medal, a 
Navy Rifle Expert Medal and a Navy Pistol Ex-
pert Medal. 

I count it an immense honor to celebrate 
this true American patriot upon his retirement 
from the United States Naval Special Warfare 
Development Group—SEAL Team Six. The 
people of Leslie County and all of Kentucky 
are incredibly proud of our hometown hero, 
Richard Paul Melton. 

f 

HUGH BRITTENHAM 

HON. FRANCIS ROONEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 11, 2018 

Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize Hugh 
Brittenham, a fine young man from Estero 
High School. At the FSU relays, Hugh was 
able to both break his already national record 
setting 800-meter event time, and snag an-
other national record for the 1,600-meter 
event. 

I congratulate Hugh for his exceptional com-
mitment to the Estero running program. I also 
extend my congratulations to Hugh’s family, 
Estero running coaches Mike Bumpus, Ben 
Pignatone, Leigh Williamson, Brian Olitsky and 
the late former athletic director Jeff Sommer, 
who made the Estero running program into 
what it is today. 

f 

HONORING STANLEY DAVIS 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 11, 2018 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a talented and driven 
man Mr. Stanley Davis. Mr. Davis has shown 
what can be done through tenacity, dedication 
and a desire to serve his community while 
having a successful career. 

Stanley was born and raised in the Brick-
yard Hill community in Yazoo City, along with 
his mother and eight siblings. He attended 
school in Yazoo City at Main Street Elemen-
tary, and Yazoo City Junior High, before grad-
uating from Yazoo City High School in 1986. 

Stanley Davis, the manager at 49 Exxon 
Fuelmart on Jerry Clower Boulevard in Yazoo 
City, is known for making every customer feel 
important. Over the years, the name of the 
convenience store changed. It is still com-
monly referred to as Mayfield’s or Texaco by 
many Yazoo residents. When the store owner-

ship changed hands ten years ago, from Les 
Mayfield to Jared Mayfield, Stanley was made 
the store manager because of his increasing 
dedication to the customers. 

Stanley’s aim is to make sure that all cus-
tomers feel important and that they can get 
everything they need in one place, from gaso-
line and propane, snacks and drinks, and sim-
ple automotive essentials, to pizza and even 
hunting and fishing supplies. 

Stanley is a husband and a father, and 
strives to instill hard work in the lives of his 
children. His advice to those who want a ca-
reer in business management is to stay in 
school, read more, and always ask questions 
if you don’t know something. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Stanley Davis for his desire to 
make a difference in his community. 

f 

HONORING THE LIVES AND SERV-
ICE OF ELWOOD, INDIANA FIRE-
FIGHTERS KYLE HIBST AND 
DAVID WITTKAMPER 

HON. SUSAN W. BROOKS 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 11, 2018 

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with a heavy heart that I rise today to honor 
the lives of two outstanding public servants, 
Madison County volunteer firefighters Kyle 
Hibst and David Wittkamper who lost their 
lives in a plane crash on April 2, 2018. Kyle 
and David both were active members in their 
community and served as volunteer firefighters 
with the Pipe Creek Township. 

The Pipe Creek Township Volunteer Fire 
Department was established in 1960 and is lo-
cated in Elwood, Indiana. The department is 
all-volunteer and provides fire and rescue pro-
tection to more than 4,000 residents of Pipe 
Creek Township. As volunteer firefighters, 
Kyle and David donated their time to provide 
emergency services for Pipe Creek Township. 
Being a volunteer firefighter is not for the faint 
of heart. Those who answer the call of duty 
are motivated by a sense of pride in their 
community. The dedication and service of vol-
unteer firefighters across Indiana is essential 
to the safety of our communities. 

A life-long Hoosier, Kyle graduated from 
Elwood Community High School in 2005 and 
began a career in public service in 2011, 
when he joined the Pipe Creek Township Vol-
unteer Fire Department. In addition to his work 
at the fire department, Kyle was the owner of 
Anytime Fitness in Elwood and also an area 
field manager for U-Haul. Kyle and his wife 
Kimberley, were married for four years. Kyle 
was a beloved husband and a devoted father 
who enjoyed spending time outdoors with his 
son, Grayson, and watching Notre Dame Foot-
ball. In addition to his wife and son, Kyle is 
survived by his parents; Frederick and Re-
becca Hibst; his two sisters, Kirsten Hibst and 
Kacie Johns, and many other loving family 
members. 
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Raised in a family of public servants, David 

followed the legacy of his father and grand-
father by becoming a firefighter in the same 
department where they had both served. 
David graduated from Indiana Christian Acad-
emy, in Anderson, and joined the Pipe Creek 
Township Volunteer Fire Department in May 
2007, serving selflessly for 11 years. David 
was even training to become an EMT to ex-
pand his role within his community. When 
David wasn’t volunteering, he worked as a 
fork lift operator at Red Gold in Elwood. David 
and his wife Autumn were married for 5 years; 
she was his soulmate. In addition to his wife, 
David is survived by his parents, Melvin and 
Darlene Wittkamper; sister, Megan (husband 
Chad) Welsh; brother, Devin Wittkamper, and 
many other loving family members. 

Kyle and David will be forever missed by 
their families as well as their colleagues and 
friends in Elwood and at the Pipe Creek 
Township Volunteer Fire Department. The 
people of Indiana’s Fifth Congressional District 
are grateful for Kyle’s and David’s service to 
our Hoosier community and it is my privilege 
to honor them today. On behalf of all Hoo-
siers, I would like to recognize Kyle and David 
for their impact and service to our community. 
I extend my deepest condolences to Kyle and 
David’s families, the Pipe Creek Township 
Volunteer Fire Department, their friends, and 
their fellow volunteer firefighters who mourn 
their loss. My thoughts and prayers are with 
them. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUIS V. GUTIÉRREZ 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 11, 2018 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent in the House chamber for 
Roll Call votes on Tuesday, April 10, 2018. 
Had I been present, I would have voted Yea 
on Roll Call votes 130 and 131, and voted 
Nay on Roll Call vote 132. 

f 

RETIREMENT OF ROBERT M. 
LIGHTFOOT, JR. ACTING ADMIN-
ISTRATOR, NASA 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 11, 2018 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize the career of 
an outstanding civil servant who has dedicated 
his professional life to furthering our nation’s 
goals in space exploration at the National Aer-
onautics and Space Administration. 

Robert M. Lightfoot, Jr., Acting Administrator 
of NASA will retire on April 20, 2018 after 29 
years of service at NASA. 

Mr. Lightfoot’s NASA career, which began in 
1989 as a test engineer and program manager 
for the space shuttle engine technology 
testbed program at the Marshall Space Flight 
Center in Huntsville, Alabama, is marked by 
numerous leadership roles, including as: as-
sistant associate administrator for the Space 
Shuttle Program at NASA Headquarters from 
2003 to 2005 where he worked on space shut-

tle Return to Flight activities following the loss 
of Space Shuttle Columbia and her crew in 
2003; deputy director of the Marshall Space 
Flight Center from 2007 to 2009, and director 
of the Marshall Space Flight Center from 2009 
to 2012. 

In 2012, Mr. Lightfoot, became associate 
administrator of NASA, the highest ranking 
civil servant position in the agency. 

Mr. Speaker, on January 20, 2017, following 
the departure of NASA Administrator Charles 
Bolden at the end of the Obama Administra-
tion, Mr. Lightfoot became the Acting Adminis-
trator of NASA. 

Since the date he assumed the Acting Ad-
ministrator role, Mr. Lightfoot has led NASA 
through the transition to the current Adminis-
tration, through the Fiscal Year 2018 and Fis-
cal Year 2019 budget submissions, through 
Congressional budget hearings, and through 
the reestablishment of the National Space 
Council and NASA’s participation therein. 

Perhaps, most importantly, Mr. Lightfoot has 
provided steadfast leadership of NASA’s pro-
grams, including the development of the 
Space Launch System and Orion crew vehi-
cle, the commercial crew program that will re-
establish U.S. human spaceflight capability to 
low-Earth orbit, the development of the James 
Webb Space Telescope and Mars 2020 flag-
ship science projects, the commencement of 
the aeronautics x-plane project, and the con-
tinued advancements in space technologies 
that will enable future NASA missions. 

The nation is fortunate to have had such a 
committed, experienced, and technically- 
knowledgeable leader at the helm of NASA for 
what has become the longest Acting Adminis-
trator period in the agency’s history. 

Mr. Speaker, it is not surprising that Robert 
Lightfoot has received numerous prestigious 
awards and accolades for his service to 
NASA, engineering, and civil space, including 
the Presidential Rank Award for Distinguished 
Executives, the highest honor for Federal gov-
ernment work. However, like the NASA work-
force he leads, Mr. Lightfoot never forgets that 
he is part of a team. 

In an interview with NASA Tech Briefs in 
May, 2010, Mr. Lightfoot said, ‘‘Spaceflight is 
very much a team sport, and being part of 
these teams, whether it was running engine 
tests, whether it was return to flight, whether 
it’s working through problems associated with 
anything we’re working on, if I can do that, 
that’s what an engineer does. But you rarely 
do it by yourself. I have been very fortunate to 
be part of some tremendous teams, and the 
higher up I’ve moved, there are still teams 
there . . . they’re just different.’’ 

For his excellence in engineering contribu-
tions to NASA, for his 29 years of dedication 
to furthering the nation’s goals in civil space, 
and for his outstanding leadership of NASA 
through an extended period as Acting Admin-
istrator, I extend my deepest thanks and ap-
preciation, and send my best wishes to Robert 
M. Lightfoot, Jr. as he retires from Federal 
government service and embarks on the next 
chapter of his life. 

CONGRESS OF FUTURE MEDICAL 
LEADERS 

HON. KEN BUCK 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 11, 2018 

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize 13 high school students who were cho-
sen by the National Academy of Future Physi-
cians and Medical Scientists to represent the 
State of Colorado as Delegates at the Con-
gress of Future Medical Leaders. These stu-
dents are Madeline Brummet, Joslyn Burnett, 
Dalton Duncan, Bergen Evans, Devyn 
Kincade, Jack Lewis, Caitlyn Lutters, Owen 
Richardson, Giovanna Rubio, Dallas Snow, 
Kimberlee Sukle, Aleigh Trimble, and Jordan 
Wieck. 

The Congress is an honors-only program for 
top students in our country who aspire to be 
physicians or medical scientists. These stu-
dents are nominated by their teachers or the 
Academy based on their leadership ability, 
academic achievement, and dedication. This 
program is designed to inspire young people 
to go into medical research fields or be physi-
cians, and provides a path, plan, and men-
toring resources to help them reach their goal. 
During the Congress, the students will have 
the chance to learn from leaders in the med-
ical field as well as government officials, top 
medical school deans, leaders from the private 
sector, and even Nobel laureates. 

These students’ acceptance to this pres-
tigious program is an incredible feat, and it is 
my honor to rise today and recognize the out-
standing accomplishment of this future leader. 
Our nation greatly benefits from the achieve-
ments of physicians and medical scientists, 
and it is important that we continue to inspire 
younger generations to pursue careers in the 
medical field. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 4th Congres-
sional District of Colorado, I extend my con-
gratulations to these students and wish them 
the best in their future endeavors. 

f 

SERGEANT GONZALEZ 

HON. FRANCIS ROONEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 11, 2018 

Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor Sergeant 
Sammy Gonzalez. A Lee County Sheriff’s Of-
fice deputy since 2007, he has made an in-
credible commitment to run from their head-
quarters in Fort Myers to the Fallen Officer 
Memorial in Tallahassee, Florida. 

This effort, a run of approximately 400 
miles, is being made on behalf of family mem-
bers left behind following the on-duty death of 
a law enforcement officer. Sergeant Gonzalez 
is raising funds and awareness for Concerns 
of Police Survivors (C.O.P.S.), a not-for-profit 
organization that assists the families of fallen 
officers. C.O.P.S. pays for counseling, sum-
mer camp, and other programs for family 
members of officers killed in the line of duty. 

This nine-day run, which the Sergeant refers 
to as the ‘‘Run for the Fallen,’’ will require 
Gonzalez to cover approximately 45 miles 
each day. The venture, in its entirety, equates 
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