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and Rescue missions, Lt. Col. Young has al-
ways been eager to serve his fellow Ameri-
cans. It is my pleasure to recognize Lt. Col.
Young for all his generosity. On behalf of the
Third District of Colorado | would like to thank
Lt. Col. Young for his generous service to his
community.
——
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Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate the 50th anniversary of the
commissioning of the first aircraft carrier
named after our 35th President of the United
States, the USS John F. Kennedy. President
John F. Kennedy began his political career as
a member of this chamber and his legacy con-
tinues to this day with our colleague from
Massachusetts, and his great-nephew, JOE
KENNEDY.

The USS John F. Kennedy, nicknamed “Big
John,” was the only ship of her class and the
last conventionally powered carrier built for the
United States Navy. Since its first keel plates
were laid down on October 22, 1964, at the
Newport News Shipbuilding and Drydock
Company in Virginia, the ship grew weld by
weld and deck by deck to its full magnitude—
five city blocks in length, 252 feet across the
flight deck, and the height of a 23-story build-
ing.

Big John was officially christened by Presi-
dent Kennedy’s 9-year-old daughter, Caroline,
on May 27, 1967, just two days short of what
would have been President Kennedy’s 50th
birthday. Some 30,000 spectators gathered at
the shipyard to witness the launching of the
Navy’s newest aircraft carrier. President Lyn-
don B. Johnson, delivering the principal ad-
dress, was joined at the podium by members
of the Kennedy family including Caroline, the
Matron of Honor Jackie Kennedy, and a distin-
guished list of military and civilian officials.

As the bottle of champagne crashed across
the bow with Caroline’s swift blow, the ship
floated free from the keel blocks that had sup-
ported her during years of construction. In that
moment, Hull 577 became the mighty aircraft
carrier USS John F. Kennedy. A little over a
year later, the ship entered the fleet after
being commissioned on September 7, 1968
with Captain Earl P. Yates in command.

The Kennedy's maiden voyage and several
of her subsequent voyages were on deploy-
ments to the Mediterranean during the 1970s
to help deal with the steadily deteriorating situ-
ation in the Middle East. It was during the sev-
enties that Big John was upgraded to handle
the F—14 Tomcat and the S-3 Viking. During
her seventh deployment in 1978, Kennedy set
a record of 31,568 flight hours and 12,438 ar-
rested landings.

On January 4, 1982, Big John sailed as the
flagship for Carrier Group 4 from Norfolk, Vir-
ginia on her ninth deployment and her first
visit to the Indian Ocean. During her time
there, the USS John F. Kennedy played host
to the first visit of the Somali head of state
aboard a U.S. Naval ship, held the largest
mass re-enlistment ceremony in her history of-
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ficiated by the Secretary of the Navy, and
achieved her 150,000th arrested landing. Her
cruise ended with port visits to Mombasa,
Kenya and Toulon, France before returning
home on July 14, 1982.

In October 1983, Big John was diverted to
Beirut, Lebanon from her planned Indian
Ocean deployment, after the Beirut barracks
bombing killed 241 U.S. military personnel tak-
ing part in the Multinational Force in Lebanon,
and spent the rest of that year and early 1984
patrolling the region. On December 4, 1983,
ten A-6 aircraft from Kennedy along with A—
6 and A-7 aircraft from USS Independence
took part in a bombing raid over Beirut, in re-
sponse to two U.S. F-14 aircraft being fired
upon the previous day.

Setting sail in July 1986, Kennedy was the
focus of the world when she served as the
centerpiece of a vast international naval ar-
mada during the International Review in honor
of the 100th anniversary and rededication of
the Statue of Liberty. Big John hosted Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan and many other dig-
nitaries during the review. Kennedy departed
for the Mediterranean in August of that year,
returning home in March 1987. During her No-
vember 1987 work ups, Kennedy's flight deck
crew trapped their 200,000th arrested landing.

In August 1988, the USS John F. Kennedy
departed Norfolk, Virginia for her 12th major
deployment to the Mediterranean. During this
deployment, a pair of MiG-23 Flogger fighter
aircraft from Libya approached the carrier task
force, which was 81 miles off the shores of
Libya conducting routine flight operations in
international water. Big John launched two F—
14 Tomcats from the VF-32 “Fighting Swords-
men” to intercept the incoming MiGs and es-
cort them away from the task force. During the
course of the intercept, the MiGs were deter-
mined to be hostile and both Libyan aircrafts
were shot down.

Big John entered the nineties eager to take
on new challenges as part of America’s com-
mitment to help keep the world’s oceans free
for all nations. After spending the first half of
1990 participating in various exercises, the
carrier paid a visit to New York City for Fleet
Week and Boston for the Fourth of July—
hosting more than 180,000 visitors.

In August of that year, the USS John F.
Kennedy received short-fused orders to load
up and get underway in support of Operation
Desert Shield. Big John arrived in the Red
Sea in September 1990 and was chosen as
the flagship of the Commander, Red Sea Bat-
tle Force. On January 16, 1991, aircraft from
the embarked air wing, Carrier Air Wing
Three, began Operation Desert Storm as part
of a multi-nation coalition to drive Iraq out of
neighboring Kuwait. Throughout the war, air-
craft from JFK flew 2,895 sorties and 114
strikes delivering over 3.5 million pounds of
ordnance over 11,263 combat hours. Fol-
lowing the cease fire, Big John passed
through the Suez Canal for the fourth time in
seven months and began her journey home.
When the carrier arrived home in Norfolk, Vir-
ginia on March 28, 1991, her crew was wit-
ness to the greatest homecoming celebration
and outpouring of public support since World
War 1.

Big John’s next deployment from October 7,
1992 until April 7, 1993 was her 14th to the
Mediterranean Sea. This cruise was marked
by the developing turmoil in the former country
of Yugoslavia. Throughout the ship’s deploy-
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ment, the crew hosted many visitors, both in
port and at sea, and conducted numerous joint
exercises with armed forces from Mediterra-
nean littoral nations and spent most of her
time in the Adriatic Sea. She passed another
milestone by logging her 250,000th arrested
landing on December 8, 1992.

Following the deployment and a two-year
comprehensive overhaul at Philadelphia Naval
Shipyard, she was transferred to the Mayport
Naval Station near Jacksonville, Florida, which
remained the ship’s home port. In October
1995, the USS John F. Kennedy was des-
ignated to be an operational reserve carrier
and Naval Reserve Force ship with a com-
bined full-time active duty and part-time Naval
Reserve crew, assigned to the U.S. Atlantic
Fleet. In this capacity, her new primary func-
tion was to provide a surge capability, and in
peacetime, to support training requirements.

Following the September 11, 2001, attacks
on the United States, the Operational Reserve
Carrier concept was discontinued and Big
John was returned to the active duty fleet. Her
15th and 16th deployments included transits of
the Suez Canal, operations in the Persian
Gulf. There, she became the first U.S. aircraft
carrier to make a port call in Al Agabah, Jor-
dan, while also playing host to the King of Jor-
dan. During the first six months of 2002, Big
John’s aircraft dropped 31,000 tons of ord-
nance on Taliban and al Qaeda targets in sup-
port of Operation Enduring Freedom. On Au-
gust 8th, the carrier passed through the Strait
of Gibraltar and returned to Mayport Naval
Station on August 17, 2002.

The USS John F. Kennedy deployed again
in 2004 with Carrier Air Wing 17 and sailed
east in support of the Global War on Terror.
She passed through the Suez Canal and on
July 10, 2004, launched her first aircraft in
support of Operation Iraqi Freedom, providing
critical overhead support for Multi-National
Corps—Iraq and Iragi forces. During the de-
ployment, CVW-17 aircraft flew 8,296 sorties
for a total flight time of 21,824 hours. The vet-
eran carrier and her air wing transited the
Suez Canal, homeward-bound, in late Novem-
ber returning to Mayport Naval Station on De-
cember 13, 2004. On December 30th, a little
over two weeks later, the U.S. Navy an-
nounced its intention to decommission the
ship.

(F))n March 23, 2007, the USS John F. Ken-
nedy was decommissioned. She set sail on
her last voyage at the end of a tow line in July
of that year, setting course for the Philadelphia
Naval Shipyard, which she reached on August
1, 2007. The carrier was stricken from the
Naval Vessel Register on October 16, 2009.

The 80,000 ton warship, namesake of the
35th President of the United States, saw 18
deployments and boasted 30 commanding of-
ficers in its illustrious 38 years of service. |
commend all those who contributed to the leg-
acy of this great ship—from its builders to the
men and women in uniform who served
aboard to keep our nation safe.

————

HONORING MS. HAWTHORN
BOLGER-WITHERSPOON

HON. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 10, 2018

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New
Mexico. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor Ms.
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Hawthorn Bolger-Witherspoon. Hawthorn is a
fourteen-year-old student from South Valley,
New Mexico who has written a series of short
stories titled “South Valley” in an effort to en-
courage young people in our area to read.

Hawthorn wanted to provide her fellow stu-
dents in the Albuquerque area with reading
material that they could relate to, so she
based her stories off of some of the issues
that affect our community. The stories are
centered on a gang member who turns his life
around but who is still faced with issues like
drug abuse and domestic violence. The stories
also discuss the immigration issues that are
currently facing our community.

The stories will also include illustrations that
were created by Hawthorn. To create the illus-
trations, she took photos of a family friend
who works at an Albuquerque school, and
then altered them to look like drawings. The
family friend is actually a former gang member
himself, making him a fitting inspiration for the
illustrations and for the stories’ main character.

Integral to Hawthorn’s stories was local poet
Jimmy Santiago Baca, whose work the stories
are based on. Mr. Baca himself had a difficult
upbringing and spent time in prison. It was
during his incarceration that he developed his
love of poetry. He has since had a highly suc-
cessful career that has included both an
American Book Award and a Hispanic Herit-
age Award in Literature. He also founded a
non-profit publishing company called Cedar
Tree Poetic, which will be publishing Haw-
thorn’s stories.

In addition to getting her stories published,
Hawthorn’s work will also be represented in
our nation’s capital. Two of her photographs
will be included by the Smithsonian Institution
in an educational film.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of New Mexico’s
First Congressional District, | want to con-
gratulate Hawthorn Bolger-Witherspoon on be-
coming a published author and commend her
for her work to encourage reading in our com-
munity. | also want to thank Jimmy Santiago
Baca for his generous assistance and for his
wonderful work over the years. We look for-
ward to following the work of these writers and
wish them continued success.

———————

IN CELEBRATION OF CONNIE
KALITTA’S 80TH BIRTHDAY

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 10, 2018

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Connie Kalitta on his 80th birthday.
He has bettered our nation’s transportation in-
dustry through his lifetime of work.

Born in Mount Clemens, Michigan in 1938,
Mr. Kalitta is a lifelong Michigan resident who
has long spent his career giving back to the
state that he loves. He has had a lifelong pas-
sion for drag racing, beginning in the 1950s
and retiring driving in 1995. Throughout his
driving career he has been awarded numerous
accolades, including induction to the Motor-
sports Hall of Fame of America in 1992 and
the International Drag Racing Hall of Fame in
2002, as well as receiving the National Hot
Road Association’s Lifetime Achievement
Award in November 2016.

In addition to his storied racing career, Mr.
Kalitta has played a large role in our state and
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country’s aviation industry and history. He has
been nominated to receive the prestigious Na-
tional Air Carrier Association Ronald N. Priddy
Partners in Airlift Medal just this year, signi-
fying his longstanding influence on our state
and the industry. He employs over 1,500
Michiganders at his air and motorsports stores
in Oscoda. His friends know him as ambitious
and kindhearted and always willing to try
something new. We are grateful for his years
of influence on our state and prestigious rac-
ing career and wish him a very happy birthday
with many more to come.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Connie Kalitta on his 80th birth-
day. He has played an important part in our
state’s history and has had a prestigious rac-
ing career.

IN HONOR OF LOUIS SILBER
HON. LOIS FRANKEL

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 10, 2018

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased to honor Louis Silber, who has re-
cently been awarded the Florida Bar Presi-
dent's Pro Bono Service Award. | include in
the RECORD an article from the Florida Bar
News which made the announcement:

“Louis Marc Silber is known for his tena-
cious advocacy in two unrelated areas: the
rights of homeowners facing fraudulent fore-
closure practices, and the reproductive
rights of women. His legal victories on the
foreclosure front resulted in much-needed
windfalls for legal aid, while his pro bono
work has helped keep a West Palm Beach
women’s center in operation.

In 2007, Silber filed suit against David J.
Stern and his law firm over accusations of
foreclosure fraud. Silber won the class-ac-
tion case, but some money went unclaimed,
and a Cy Pres award benefitted the Legal Aid
Society of Palm Beach County. In 2017, legal
aid again benefited when a court agreed
Silber could distribute the money to three
charities—the Legal Aid Society, the Lord’s
Place (a homeless shelter), and the Miami
Rescue Mission—in a second case involving
Stern’s victims.

In all, Silber and his team of lawyers pro-
vided more than $400,000 to the Legal Aid So-
ciety of Palm Beach County through the two
Cy Pres awards.

Silber’s relationship with the Presidential
Women’s Center began when the center
opened in 1980. He has been an advocate in
important legal battles to protect reproduc-
tive rights in Florida. He played a lead role
in blocking Florida’s counseling law from
going into effect and has provided local
counsel against a law that would have lim-
ited some later term abortion procedures, all
on a pro bono basis.

Silber has also supported patients with
unique legal questions and has helped to de-
fend the safety of physicians and staff.

For the first 16 years representing Presi-
dential Women’s Center, Silber provided all
legal services for free. Since then, he has ac-
cepted pay for half his work at the insistence
of founder and director Mona Reis, who says:
‘‘He is the force that has kept me going.”’

Silber, who earned his J.D. in 1973 from
Georgetown University Law Center, was an
assistant state attorney and then a partner
with Cone, Wagner, Nugent, Hazouri and
Roth before forming Pariente & Silber, P.A.,
with now Justice Barbara Pariente. That
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firm lasted until 1993, with Pariente’s ele-
vation to the bench, and eventually became
Silber & Davis.”

Louis’ persistent dedication to the rights
of women is laudable, and I can think of no
one more deserving of this award than him.

————

HONORING THE MONTCLAIR PUB-
LIC LIBRARY'S 125TH ANNIVER-
SARY

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 10, 2018

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the Montclair Public Library, lo-
cated in the Township of Montclair, New Jer-
sey, on the occasion of its 125th Anniversary.

In 1869, Israel Crane and his wife invited
friends and neighbors to organize a subscrip-
tion library collection of about one hundred
books. There were 30 participating families.
The collection was housed under the counter
at Betzler's Drug Store on Bloomfield Avenue
(then called Main), near the Presbyterian
Church (now the site of the Hinck Building).
The books were moved to the Pillsbury Build-
ing, also located on Bloomfield Avenue, and
the library obtained a charter as the Montclair
Library Association.

The Montclair Library Association built a
wood framed building on the east side of
South Fullerton Avenue near Bloomfield Ave-
nue, for $1,700 in 1871. The Montclair Library
Association was incorporated. The Associa-
tion’s building burned down during a raging
blizzard on February 28, 1880. Amazingly,
most of the 2,192 books were saved, moved,
and issued from Central School at Church
Street and Valley Road for several years.

Following New Jersey State legislation in
1890 authorizing the establishment of free
public libraries, Montclair citizens voted on
April 11, 1893 to establish a public, tax sup-
ported library. Funds and books from the
Montclair Library Association were turned over
to the newly established Montclair Free Public
Library, which served all of Montclair's 8,656
residents. Its first quarters were on the second
floor of Dr. John J.H. Love’s office at 16
Church Street. Mary F. Weeks served as the
first Library Director from 1893 to 1897. Coin-
cidentally, Dr. Love’s home was located at 50
South Fullerton Avenue, the current site of the
Main Library.

The library was moved to an abandoned inn
called the Munn Tavern, bought for about
$5,000 and renovated for an additional $1,000
in 1898. The Munn Tavern, which still stands
today, was later moved back from the road
and is now part of the Evangelical Covenant
Church at 17 Valley Road.

The first Branch Library was a rented room
in the real estate office of John Mancini on
Bellevue Avenue, near the train station, in
1899. Three hundred and fifty books from the
Main Library formed the basis of this collec-
tion.

In 1902, the Carnegie Corporation gave
$40,000 to Montclair to fund the construction
of a library. After 35 years and six different lo-
cations, Montclair Public Library had its first
purpose-built library building on the former site
of the Munn Tavern, which was built in 1904.
The library at 73 Church Street served as the
Main Library for 50 years. This building is now
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