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Mr. Hosey has also served on the Joint Ap-

prenticeship & Training Committee, Camden 
County Planning Board, Camden Economic 
Recovery Board, Union Building Trades Credit 
Union Advisory Board, and as Chairman of the 
Camden County Improvement Authority. Mr. 
Hosey will continue his passionate advocacy 
for the hardworking men and women of the re-
gion, in his capacity as President of IBEW 
Local Union 351. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you to join me in cele-
brating William R. Hosey for his devotion to 
the South Jersey International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers. 
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HONORING LEON WILSON 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 29, 2018 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable public 
servant, Mr. Leon Wilson who is a native of 
Jackson, MS. He is married to the former Vir-
ginia Harris and is the biological father of 
three children: Malcolm Wilson, Tara Wilson 
Evans, and Steven Wilson (deceased); and a 
loving father to Jon Vincent Bell, Karen Bell 
and Teshia Sawyer. 

Mr. Wilson received his Bachelor of Science 
in mathematics from Langston University, 
Langston, OK and his Masters of Science in 
mathematics from Jackson State University, 
Jackson, MS. He did further study at the Uni-
versity of Tennessee, Knoxville, TN. 

Mr. Wilson served as an educator for 30 
years at Lanier and Callaway high schools 
with Jackson Public Schools. In addition to 
teaching all types of mathematics, he was the 
football coach, and track and field coach for 
Lanier High School. During his teaching ca-
reer, he never missed an opportunity to talk to 
teens about making good decisions. He al-
ways encouraged them to work hard and 
would tell them ‘‘be the best at whatever you 
do.’’ 

Because of his deep love for children, Leon, 
after retiring, tutored students who attended 
Jackson Public Schools and Hinds Community 
College. During the summer months, he con-
tinued to be involved in the lives of youth. He 
became the director of Grove Park Junior Golf 
Clinic—a clinic that taught young girls and 
boys the fundamentals of golfing. He worked 
with this organization for over 30 years. The 
only thing he loved as much as helping chil-
dren was his Sunday evening golfing games 
with his friends. After playing 18 holes of golf, 
his friends and he would go into the club 
house and would participate in a bible study 
class. 

Mr. Wilson has been a member of Central 
United Methodist Church for 65 years. He has 
always had a strong belief in God, and loves 
to discuss the Bible with anyone. During his 
years at Central, Leon has served in the fol-
lowing positions: 

Member of the Chanel Choir; 
Member of the Early Morning Glory Choir; 
Vacation Bible School Teacher; 
Van Driver; 
United Methodist Men (Treasurer); 
Disciple Bible Study (Teacher); 
Staff/Pastor Parish Relations Committee 

(Chairperson): 2 terms under Rev. E. L. 
Henry, 2 terms under Rev. Embra Jackson; 

Speaker at Early Morning Service; 
Tutored at Central’s After School Program; 
Speaker at Brown Elementary Forum. 
He is loved by many and is known by many 

names. His students call him ‘‘Chief’’ because 
he was the person in charge in his room. Ath-
letes and some of our church members call 
him ‘‘Coach.’’ Golfers call him ‘‘Head Pealer’’ 
because he defeated them most of the time 
on the golf course. Still others just call him a 
‘‘good person’’ because he does whatever he 
can to help them. Although he answers to all 
these names, the one that means the most to 
him is being known as ‘‘one who loves the 
Lord.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mr. Leon Wilson for his dedica-
tion to serving. 
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CELEBRATING THE BICENTENNIAL 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE TOWN OF 
GHENT, NEW YORK 

HON. JOHN J. FASO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 29, 2018 

Mr. FASO. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor the Town of Ghent on the occasion of 
its bicentennial. 

On April 3, 1818, Ghent was established as 
a town in Columbia County, New York through 
numerous members of The Society of Friends, 
which includes early settlers such as the 
Macy, Tripp, and Bunker families. 

The town of Ghent is situated in the midst 
of a thriving agriculture population and is the 
center of considerable trade and the outlet of 
a large amount of produce. While the settle-
ment was small until the advent of the rail-
roads, the community’s attention to the devel-
opment of infrastructure rapidly made it what 
it is today. 

For over 200 years, Ghent has participated 
in the American story, contributing to our great 
state and nation. On April 3, 2018, the resi-
dents of Ghent will hold a well-deserved cele-
bration of its history and accomplishments. In 
the neighborly and hospitable tradition of 
Ghent, this bicentennial celebration will reflect 
the values of this beautiful community, bring-
ing families and residents together to com-
memorate the town they love and share. 

I formally thank the Town of Ghent and 
each of its residents of the past two centuries 
for their contributions to New York’s 19th dis-
trict. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. VICENTE GONZALEZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 29, 2018 

Mr. GONZALEZ of Texas. Mr. Speaker, on 
Roll Call No. 112, I was inadvertently recorded 
as voting ‘‘nay.’’ I support H.R. 4545, the Fi-
nancial Institutions Examination Fairness and 
Reform Act, and my vote should be recorded 
as ‘‘yea.’’ 

HONORING BRIDGET ARCHER 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 29, 2018 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable public 
servant, Ms. Bridget Archer. Her education 
and professional experience includes Jackson 
State University; Oakland Community College, 
State of Michigan; Hinds Community College, 
Raymond; Dance and Performing Arts schools 
in New York City and California. 

From her days as a member of drill teams 
in middle school, high school and a Prancing 
J-Sette at Jackson State University, Ms. Ar-
cher has been consumed by dancing. She has 
produced dancer wannabes into top-notch 
dancers. She annually takes a dance group to 
Rockefeller Center in New York City during Dr. 
Martin Luther King Birthday Weekend. The 
City of Jackson recognized Ms. Archer’s pas-
sion and proclivity for engaging youth by nam-
ing her Recreation Coordinator. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Ms. Bridget Archer for her dedi-
cation to serving others. 
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HONORING MORRISTOWN HIGH 
SCHOOL MEN’S BASKETBALL 
TEAM 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 29, 2018 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Morristown High School 
men’s basketball team on winning the 2018 
Class A IHSAA Boys Basketball State Cham-
pionship. 

Morristown faced off against Southwood 
High School on March 24th at Bankers Life 
Fieldhouse. The Yellow Jackets defeated the 
Knights 89–60, winning their first men’s bas-
ketball state championship and setting 10 
Class A finals records, including most points 
and largest margin of victory. 

I am proud of these young men for their 
hard work and for the Hoosier sportsmanship 
that they displayed throughout the season. I 
want to commend Coach Scott McClelland as 
well as the assistant coaches who led these 
young men to a historic victory. 

Congrats, Yellow Jackets, on winning the 
state title. 
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HONORING THE BOARD OF DIREC-
TORS OF THE AMERICAN MED-
ICAL MARIJUANA PHYSICIANS 
ASSOCIATION 

HON. MATT GAETZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 29, 2018 

Mr. GAETZ. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
recognize the Board of Directors of the Amer-
ican Medical Marijuana Physicians Associa-
tion, a group of doctors working tirelessly for 
the advancement of medical marijuana as a 
treatment for their patients. 
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I was not always supportive of medical mari-

juana. What changed my mind was hearing 
testimonials from suffering people who had 
turned to medical marijuana for relief. The 
choice to use medical cannabis for treatment 
was often a decision made when all other 
treatments had failed, when patients and fami-
lies alike had lost hope. 

I have seen families in the throes of grief at 
their loved ones’ illnesses—including parents 
who watched their children with epilepsy suffer 
from daily, debilitating seizures. Every day 
brought a new heartbreak, until medical can-
nabis finally brought patients and families 
some much-needed relief. For many patients, 
this was the first relief from their symptoms 
that they had felt in many years. 

But while some patients discover medical 
cannabis after research, many patients do not 
know, or even consider, that medical mari-
juana may help their conditions. 

AMMPA, the American Medical Marijuana 
Physicians Association, has been instru-
mental—particularly in Florida—in raising pa-
tients’ awareness of medical cannabis as a 
valid treatment option. They have helped 
many find relief when other treatments had not 
worked. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States 
Congress, I want to recognize the Board of Di-
rectors of the American Medical Marijuana 
Physicians Association, and to thank them for 
their good work. 
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HONORING NORTH SUNFLOWER 
MEDICAL CENTER 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 29, 2018 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable organi-
zation, North Sunflower Medical Center. 

North Sunflower is succeeding at a time 
when many rural hospitals in the U.S. are 
struggling to survive. It serves as a lifeline in 
a county where nearly 40 percent of residents 
are living in poverty and in a state with some 
of the highest levels of obesity, diabetes and 
deaths from cardiovascular disease in the na-
tion. 

And it has helped keep the tiny town of 
Ruleville afloat. It opened eye and dental clin-
ics, a gift shop, a diagnostic center and a hos-
pice in downtown stores, many of which had 
been vacant and in disrepair. The 25-bed hos-
pital also sponsors fundraisers for the local 
high school sports teams and supports area 
colleges and events, including the Great 
Ruleville Roast & Run in late September. 

North Sunflower isn’t immune to the prob-
lems plaguing its peers. Its costs are going up 
at a time when its reimbursements aren’t. 
Medicare, Medicaid and private insurers are 
cutting their payments and taking longer to 
send the checks. After years of growth, it may 
have to rethink some of the services it offers. 

‘‘It’s a daily struggle and it’s getting harder,’’ 
said Billy Marlow, North Sunflower’s executive 
director who engineered the turnaround. 

Marlow had no background in health care 
when, in 2004, he was asked to join the board 

and help save the hospital. Born at North Sun-
flower and raised in the area, he was a real 
estate developer and farmer. Soon after, he 
was named board chairman and then interim 
administrator. 

It didn’t take long for him to realize North 
Sunflower had to develop sources of revenue 
outside the core hospital. One of his first 
moves was to relocate the health clinic to a 
more prominent spot along the road and ex-
tend the hours. It’s now open from 8 a.m. to 
midnight every day and treats 3,500 patients a 
month, up from 120 in 2004. It saves the hos-
pital and patients money by absorbing those 
who show up at the emergency room but don’t 
need that high a level of care. 

The clinic is now a profit center, as is the 
hospice, pharmacy and durable medical equip-
ment facility that sells items such as wheel-
chairs, back and knee braces, home oxygen 
equipment and blood sugar monitors. Marlow 
opened or expanded all of these. 

Another top priority was renovating the hos-
pital itself. The rooms were old, some of the 
ceilings were crumbling and the technology 
was outdated. This led both patients and doc-
tors to avoid the place. 

‘‘When you have a hospital that’s dirty or 
has a bad image, you can’t recruit,’’ said 
Marlow, who credits the employees and ad-
ministrators for the rejuvenation. 

To help fund all the changes, Marlow con-
verted North Sunflower to a critical access 
hospital, a federal designation aimed at keep-
ing rural providers alive. The shift increased 
the medical center’s Medicare reimburse-
ments. 

A federal loan and a county bond helped 
pay for a new surgical unit and the Beacon 
Wellness Center, which contains a sleep clin-
ic, community gym and rehab programs. And 
Marlow sold the hospital’s home health aide 
agency, stashing away $2 million in the bank. 
Marlow also secured some creative financing. 
He negotiated a deal with GE to provide new 
X-ray equipment and a CT scanner. And he 
hired an outside company to overhaul and up-
grade the hospital’s rooms and paid off the bill 
over time. 

Along with all internal changes, the hospital 
developed extensive marketing campaigns. Its 
slogan, Take me to Ruleville, is everywhere— 
on billboards and bumper stickers, wrapped 
around its shuttle vans, in TV advertisements 
and YouTube videos. 

Area residents have noticed. North Sun-
flower received higher than average ratings 
from patients on a variety of quality measures, 
according to Medicare’s Hospital Compare 
profile. Some 83 percent of patients said they 
would ‘‘definitely recommend’’ the medical 
center, compared to an average of 70 percent 
for Mississippi hospitals and 72 percent na-
tionwide. 

Many area residents said they started com-
ing to North Sunflower’s clinic when it opened 
about a decade ago, not realizing it had ex-
isted for years before. Now, they travel miles 
to see doctors there, bypassing closer hos-
pitals along the way. 

Doctors are interested in working at North 
Sunflower. In recent years, it has added an 
array of specialists—an orthopedic surgeon, 
podiatrist, pediatric hematologist, among oth-
ers—who visit anywhere from once a month to 
a few times a week. A licensed social worker 

now provides adolescent and family coun-
seling at the clinic. And its outpatient cardiac 
rehab unit just received industry accreditation. 

Attracting and retaining quality staff to prac-
tice in the Delta is also a challenge. North 
Sunflower pays its doctors top dollar—often 
more than what they’d make in bigger cities— 
and covers a portion of their medical school 
loans. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing North Sunflower Medical Center 
for its dedication to serving and giving back to 
the community. 
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RECOGNIZING TIMOTHY HOLABIRD 

HON. DOUG LaMALFA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 29, 2018 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today, on 
behalf of myself and Mr. McClintock, to honor 
the life arid service of Timothy Holabird, a 
man well known for his dedication to the con-
stituents of Northern California. Mr. Holabird 
served as Mr. MCCLINTOCK’s, and later as my, 
District Representative. 

Mr. Holabird has been recognized by many 
of the citizens and leaders in our communities 
for his contributions while serving as the local 
Representative to Modoc, Lassen, Plumas, 
and Sierra Counties. In his capacity, Mr. 
Holabird worked for the people, finding resolu-
tion for the constituent wronged by our federal 
government. His tenacity to do good by the 
people, and his endless drive to ensure fed-
eral agencies were staying true to their objec-
tives and mission, would quickly tire the aver-
age person out. But not so for Mr. Holabird. 
He was always available to hear the local citi-
zen’s concerns, walk them through possible 
solutions, and ready to fight on their behalf. 

Mr. Holabird also had an in-depth knowl-
edge of public lands policy, and a knack for 
understanding the appropriate role of an agen-
cy in relation to state and local needs. With 
his friendly demeanor, he could get all parties 
to the table, establish common goals, and en-
sure the actual problems were being resolved. 
One instance that comes to mind, was back in 
2012, when four devastating wild fires burned 
through the District. Mr. Holabird personally 
bridged the communication gap with agencies 
attacking the fires and the communities imme-
diately threatened, ensuring both homes and 
lives were saved. He pursued the concerns of 
local leaders, and addressed the shortfall of 
resources with federal agencies to the point of 
his own physical exhaustion. 

It is with sadness for his loss of life I rise 
today. Tim was a friend who I will miss dearly. 
But I will always remember our drives through 
that amazing, soul-filling back country we are 
blessed to represent, where Tim knew most all 
the people, and could recite the history of 
each community we passed. It was more his-
tory than I could remember in one sitting but 
I loved it, as we all do in sharing his passion 
for our country and our NorCal home. God 
bless him and we know he will be missed by 
many. 
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