March 20, 2018
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. MICHAEL E. CAPUANO

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, March 20, 2018

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, this week |
missed two roll calls. Had | been present |

would have voted: Roll Call No. 115-Yes, and
Roll Call No. 116-Yes.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JOYCE BEATTY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 20, 2018

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, on Monday,
March 19, 2018, | was absent from the House
Chamber during roll call vote 115. Had | been
present, | would have voted yea.

HONORING JUSTINE LEE SNYDER
HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 20, 2018

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Justin Lee Snyder.
Justin is a very special young man who has
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship
and leadership by taking an active part in the
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 1028, and earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Justin has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Justin has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Jus-
tin has become a member of the tribe Mic-O-
Say. Justin has also contributed to his com-
munity through his Eagle Scout project. Justin
designed a wall to enclose the HVAC unit at
his church where the Scout troop meets. He
raised the funds with help from the Knights of
Columbus, and organized a group of volun-
teers to build the enclosure.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Justin for his accomplishments
with the Boy Scouts of America and for his ef-
forts put forth in achieving the highest distinc-
tion of Eagle Scout.

BROOKE MILLER
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 20, 2018

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Brooke Miller
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award.

Brooke Miller is a student at Arvada West
High School and received this award because
her determination and hard work have allowed
her to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Brooke Mil-
ler is exemplary of the type of achievement
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that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels
strive to make the most of their education and
develop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Brooke Miller for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments.

HONORING PETER G. DAUSEN
HON. JIMMY PANETTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 20, 2018

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the service and character of a great
American on the occasion of his retirement
from civilian service with the United States
Navy. Peter G. Dausen, or simply Pete as he
is known to all, has given his entire adult life
to the service of his family and country. He
has set a towering example to all of us fortu-
nate to know him. As Pete steps down from
the position of Deputy and Technical Director
for the Naval Support Activity Monterey, we all
know that his influence has reached far be-
yond the strict confines of the job title.

Pete graduated from Kent State University
in 1974 and commissioned as a Second Lieu-
tenant into the United States Army. He served
in uniform for nearly 30 years as a signals offi-
cer with tours of duty across the United States
and abroad. He oversaw signals operations in
Somalia during the 1993 Battle of Mogadishu.
He served as a peace keeper in Bosnia. He
led soldiers and mentored young officer and
NCOs. Along the way he earned two Masters
Degrees and graduated from the Army War
College, in Strategic Studies. Upon promotion
to Colonel, Pete came to the Monterey Penin-
sula to serve as the Garrison Commander
Presidio of Monterey, home of the Defense
Language Institute and Ord Military Commu-
nity. Although at first Pete was reticent to shift
from warrior to city manager, he excelled in
this last Army command.

Upon retirement from active duty at the con-
clusion of his Garrison Command, Pete
transitioned into the civilian position managing
the facilities for the Naval Postgraduate
School also located in Monterey. This role,
which grew into the fully fledged Naval Sup-
port Activity Monterey during his tenure, be-
came vital to the success of the military mis-
sions located in Monterey. He successfully ad-
vocated for new investments in the facilities at
the NPS, the Fleet Numerical Meteorological
and Oceanographic Center, the Navy Re-
search Lab and the Navy War College. These
efforts included helping to secure over $212
million in MilCon funding to update and im-
prove facilities and advance these missions.
He was also instrumental in standing up the
new RCI housing and strengthening MWR
programs for military families. Pete takes par-
ticular pride in the new academic fence that
rings the public frontage of NPS.

Pete has been a tireless advocate of the
broader military mission in Monterey. He has
played a vital role in the mission of TEAM
Monterey, which has been crucial in advanc-
ing our national security interests by fostering

E347

long-term, positive community relationships
between military facilities and public officials.
Throughout his career, Pete has been a role
model for the men and women who have been
lucky enough to serve under him, as exempli-
fied by his recent selection as a recipient of
the Superior Civilian Service Award.

In honor of his service, | would like to ex-
press my gratitude for Peter G. Dausen for his
dedication to this country and our community.
| wish him all the best and | am sure that he
is looking forward to continuing his impressive
portfolio of artwork, and spending time with his
loving family.

—

RECOGNIZING THE 20TH
ANNIVERSARY OF BISCOTTI CAFE

HON. JOHN KATKO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 20, 2018

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the 20th Anniversary of Biscotti Cafe in
Syracuse.

Two decades ago, in March 1998, Geoff
and Debbie Camire opened their bakery on
Butternut Street. Soon after opening, their
business flourished, and became a staple in
Syracuse.

Unfortunately, just five years after opening
their doors, Geoff and Debbie’s business was
destroyed in a fire. Despite this massive set-
back, Geoff and Debbie reopened their bakery
and persevered. After a few years on South
Geddes Street, the bakery reopened on North
Salina Street in 2004, where it remains today.
The cafe serves sandwiches, soups and sal-
ads for lunch. But throughout our community,
the bakery is best known for its Italian and Eu-
ropean-inspired pastries, cookies and cakes.

Twenty years later, the Camires and their
staff make thousands upon thousands of pas-
tries, cookies, and cakes each year. Busi-
nesses and business owners like these form
the foundation of our economy, and provide
our communities proof that the American
Dream is alive and well.

| am proud to recognize the Camires and
Biscotti Cafe for celebrating 20 years in busi-
ness. Geoff and Debbie Camire have become
an indispensable part of the Syracuse commu-
nity and | wish this outstanding business con-
tinued success in the years to come.

———

STUDENT, TEACHERS, AND OFFI-
CERS PREVENTING SCHOOL VIO-
LENCE ACT OF 2018

SPEECH OF

HON. NIKI TSONGAS

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 14, 2018

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, on March 14,
2018 | missed Roll Call Vote No. 106. Had |
been present, | would have voted Yes.

No other developed nation on the planet ex-
periences gun violence with the frequency that
we do in the United States. The gun homicide
rate in our country is more than seven times
that of Sweden, six times that of Canada, and
twenty-one times that of Australia. On aver-
age, 93 Americans die every day from gun vi-
olence and 222 people are shot and survive,
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including 40 children and teens. And since
1970, more Americans have been killed by
guns than Americans killed in all of our na-
tion’s wars combined.

The numbers are simply staggering.

H.R. 4909 will help schools develop vio-
lence prevention strategies, strengthen school
security, and help educators and law enforce-
ment prevent students from hurting them-
selves or others. But Congress should be
doing much more to prevent gun violence. The
majority of the American people—and the ma-
jority of gun owners—want Congress to take
action.

The American people deserve open floor
debates or straight up or down votes on com-
monsense measures such as banning “bump
stocks” which make guns more lethal, forming
a select committee on gun violence, requiring
background checks for all gun sales, and al-
lowing the Centers for Disease Control and
other federal health agencies to conduct cru-
cial gun violence research.

Americans deserve a society that is free
from the regular threat of gun violence. The
status quo is unacceptable. We have a re-
sponsibility to pursue change.

—

RECOGNIZING CHAD AND DEB
BREMMER FOR RECEIVING THE
NATIONAL OUTSTANDING YOUNG
FARMERS AWARD

HON. CHERI BUSTOS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 20, 2018

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, | am especially
proud to rise today, on National Ag Day, to
congratulate Chad and Deb Bremmer of Pearl
City, lllinois on receiving the National Out-
standing Young Farmers Award.

Chad and Deb are being recognized for
their great contributions to our agricultural
community, and for their efforts to foster a
deeper understanding of the role farmer’s play
in our region’s economy. In addition to oper-
ating their family farm, Chad has gone above
and beyond by serving on the Stephenson
County Farm Bureau Board for twelve years,
the Pearl City School Board for eight years
and the State Young Leader Committee for
four years. In addition, Deb also serves as a
nurse. Their work has without a doubt in-
vested in the future of our region, and the
lives of our family farmers.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to thank Chad and
Deb for their service to better our commu-
nities. It is because of hardworking families
like the Bremmers, that | am especially proud
to serve lllinois’ 17th Congressional District. |
congratulate them again on their well-earned
achievement and wish them the best of luck in
their future endeavors.

———
RECOGNIZING THE 30TH ANNIVER-

SARY OF PROVISIONS BAKERY &
RESTAURANT

HON. JOHN KATKO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 20, 2018

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the 30th anniversary of Provisions
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Bakery & Restaurant, located in Armory
Square in my district in Syracuse, New York.

In coordination with AccessCNY, Provisions
Bakery & Restaurant operates a job training
program for individuals living with disabilities in
our community. The mission of Provisions is to
empower all of its employees, individuals of all
abilities, to work in a positive and supportive
environment and gain skills needed to secure
and maintain competitive employment.

In its three decades, the bakery has sold
more than 200,000 of its signature chocolate
chip cookies, but more importantly has posi-
tively impacted over 1,000 lives.

Provisions trainees work alongside profes-
sional staff learning all aspects of the bakery
from cooking and baking, to serving and
cleaning. Trainees develop employment skills
such as time management, interpersonal skills
and how to manage workplace expectations,
which will improve their access to employment
opportunities across Central New York.

Throughout the years, Provisions has be-
come a staple in the Armory Square res-
taurant and business community, and | am
proud to congratulate the employees of Provi-
sions on the occasion of 30 years in business.

———

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF
NANCY ANN KUNOVICH

HON. TIM RYAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 20, 2018

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, today | rise
to remember the life of Nancy Ann Kunovich,
age 82, who passed away peacefully on
March 11, 2018.

Nancy was born on September 25, 1935 in
Youngstown, Ohio. Nancy was married to
Charles Kunovich and together they raised 5
children. In addition to being a mom, Nancy
worked for the Austintown School District for
over 30 years as one of the pioneers behind
the “I Can” Program. Nancy’s compassion
and devotion throughout the program inspired
countless young people to turn their lives
around.

After retiring in 2005, Nancy moved to
Manchaca, Texas. She enjoyed spending her
retired life gardening, reading, cooking, and so
much more. Her greatest pride and joy came
in spending time with her family and friends.
Her step-grandchildren and great-grand-
children lovingly referred to her as Grandma
Nancy.

Nancy was preceded in death by her hus-
band Charles, her daughter Elizabeth
Blockinger, her parents Hannah and William
Richards, and her brother William Richards,
Jr. Nancy is survived by her children Glenn
Johnson and wife Norma, daughter Lynda Self
and husband Carl, daughter Christine John-
son; son, Eric Johnson and grandchildren Eric
Betts, Kate Kam, and Hannah Blockinger.
Nancy also leaves five step-children behind;
Kathy Joyce and husband David, Michelle
Chance and husband Joe, Charles Kunovich
Jr., Mary Jo Cusack and husband Jim, Mi-
chael Kunovich and wife Michelle.

| had the pleasure of knowing Nancy’s son
Glenn. She was a beloved mother and grand-
mother, and | know she is dearly missed. | ex-
tend my deepest condolences to Glenn and
his family.

March 20, 2018

SOCCER STAR AND SPECIAL
OLYMPIAN, MATT WEISER

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 20, 2018

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, Matt
Weiser loves nothing more than lacing up his
cleats and hitting the soccer field. Matt is a
skilled player and is lightning on his feet, but
a few years ago, you wouldn’t think that could
have been possible.

When Matt was in the second grade, he
started experiencing epileptic seizures. The
seizures started to become so severe his par-
ents and doctors decided it was time to per-
form surgery. The operation required removing
part of his brain, which rendered Matt speech-
less and paralyzed. After many rounds of ther-
apy and the love and care of his family, Matt
performed the unimaginable. He learned how
to speak and walk again. Walking turned to
running, and running eventually took him back
to his first love, soccer.

Matt started playing soccer when he was
five. He competed in events all the way up
until his surgery. After Matt learned how to
walk again, he got right back on the field. His
passion for soccer led to competing in the
Special Olympics, which led to competing on
the national stage. The Special Olympics has
allowed Matt to pursue his dream of playing
soccer and has been an invaluable resource
to him and his family.

As soon as Matt steps onto the soccer field,
his exuberance and passion for life shines
through. The dedication he has shown, just to
get to where he is today, is exceptional. Being
able to bounce back after a life altering sur-
gery is a true testament to Matt's determina-
tion to better himself. Of course, it wouldn’t
have been possible without the help of his
family and his parents, John and Rebecca.
Sometimes life throws you a curve ball, but
how you react to it and handle it, makes all
the difference.

| am honored to be able to spread Matt’s in-
spiring story today. | am also proud to say
Matt is a native of the great city of Houston,
Texas. As Texans and Houstonians, we pride
ourselves in hard work and Matt exemplifies
that very quality. | have no doubt Matt will
continue to dominate in the sport he loves and
we will all be there cheering him on.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

IN HONOR OF MILDRED LESLIE’S
100TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION

HON. LIZ CHENEY

OF WYOMING
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 20, 2018

Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
extend my congratulations to Mildred Leslie on
the celebration of her 100th birthday.

| join her friends and family in extending my
best to her on this occasion and in celebrating
her life and many contributions to our great
state and county. | hope she uses this mo-
mentous day to do the same.

Again, Mr. Speaker, | would like to extend
my congratulations to Mildred Leslie on her
birthday. May her year be filled with happiness
and blessings.
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