E322

REMEMBERING MILLIE DUNN
VEASEY

HON. DAVID E. PRICE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 15, 2018

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor the life and legacy of
Millie Dunn Veasey, a World War Il veteran,
civil rights pioneer, and community leader,
who passed away this past Friday at the age
of 100. My wife Lisa and | extend condolences
to her family and her extensive network of
friends and admirers as we celebrate her re-
markable life.

Born and raised in Raleigh as one of six
children, Millie graduated from Washington
High School in 1942 and enlisted in the “six-
triple-eight” battalion, the only all-female and
all-black battalion to serve overseas during
World War Il. She was stationed in England
for four months before transferring to France
where she served as a supply officer, rising to
the rank of Staff Sergeant. At the end of the
war in 1945, she was selected for Officer Can-
didate School, but decided instead to continue
her education.

Millie returned to Raleigh to attend Saint
Augustine’s College on the G.l. Bill. She grad-
uated in 1953 with a degree in business ad-
ministration and later obtained a master's de-
gree at N.C. Central University. She taught
business education and eighth grade English
for four years in Matthews, Virginia, before re-
turning to Raleigh to serve as secretary to
then-President of Saint Augustine’s College,
James Boyer.

In addition to her secretarial duties, Millie
joined the NAACP and eventually became the
first African American female president of the
Wake County chapter. In that role, she came
to know and work with local and national civil
rights leaders such as Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. and Thurgood Marshall and hosted Dr.
King for his 1966 visit to Raleigh. In addition
to her work in the NAACP, she served in lead-
ership roles in her sorority, Zeta Phi Beta, and
was active in the National Federation of
Democratic Women and the American Legion.
She and her husband, Warren Veasey, had
two children, Juanita and Warren, Jr.

Mrs. Veasey retired from St. Augustine’s in
1986 as director of career planning and place-
ment. She continued to serve her community
by teaching Sunday school at St. Ambrose
Episcopal Church and was a mainstay of the
Raleigh veterans’ community. | have fond
memories of visiting with her at community
events around Veterans’ Day. “It's something
about the group,” she said of her fellow vet-
erans. “Regardless of where you are, there is
a bond there that one can never break.”

In an interview in the Raleigh News & Ob-
server, Mrs. Veasey offered sage advice for
living a meaningful life: “Keep busy and do
something for somebody.” She exemplified
this maxim through her decades of dedicated
service and effective leadership, inspiring
many to follow in her path. We join with Mrs.
Veasey’s family, her many friends and admir-
ers, and members of the communities she
served, in mourning her passing and honoring
her extraordinary life of leadership and serv-
ice.
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GO BUCS

HON. FRANCIS ROONEY

OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, March 15, 2018

Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to not only congratulate
the Florida SouthWestern State College men’s
basketball team as they head to the NJCAA
tournament for the first time in only their sec-
ond season of competition, but also to wish
them continued success throughout the tour-
nament.

The Bucs clinched the Suncoast Conference
Title and head to Kansas with a 29-2 overall
record on the season. They are seeded sixth
in the tournament. | congratulate Coach Marty
Richter and all of the players for their hard
work this season—best of luck and continue to
make us proud.

————————

HONORING THE CAREER OF
STEPHEN A. ROGERS

HON. JOHN KATKO

OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, March 15, 2018

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
honor the distinguished career of Stephen A.
Rogers, longtime chairman of Advance Media
New York, publisher of The Post-Standard,
Syracuse.com, and NYup.com, who recently
retired after 58 years in the news business.

A graduate of Syracuse University, Steve
Rogers began working part time at The Post-
Standard and The Herald-Journal in 1960 as
a beat reporter covering crime. Seeking inde-
pendence from his father, Stephen Rogers,
then-editor and publisher of The Post-Stand-
ard, Rogers went to work for The Miami Her-
ald as a general assignment reporter. Deter-
mined, Rogers worked hard to become The
Miami Herald’s managing editor for news. In
1977, he returned to Syracuse to become edi-
torial director of The Post-Standard and The
Herald-Journal. Four vyears later, in 1981,
Steve succeeded his father as editor and pub-
lisher of both newspapers.

During his time leading the company, the
newspapers won recognition for reporting on
state government failures, Syracuse University
basketball NCAA violations, and the Pan Am
Flight 103 bombing over Lockerbie, Scotland.
Under Rogers’ leadership, The Post-Standard
has consistently ranked as one of the best-
read newspapers in the country.

For the first time in 63 years, the name of
Rogers or his late father, Stephen Rogers,
who preceded him as publisher, will no longer
appear on The Post-Standard’s masthead. As
a lifelong Central New Yorker, | join many in
our community in thanking Steve for his lead-
ership and passion for journalism. | am proud
to congratulate him on his much deserved re-
tirement.

March 15, 2018

THE SEVENTH ANNIVERSARY OF
THE SYRIAN CRISIS

HON. BRENDAN F. BOYLE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 15, 2018

Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, today marks the start of the
eighth year for the Syrian crisis. We are no
closer to a peaceful resolution to the conflict.
Arguably, the situation has only gotten worse,
particularly in Eastern Ghouta where the
Assad regime is doubling down on its bomb-
ings and chemical attacks on civilians. The
International Committee of the Red Cross pro-
claims that suffering in Eastern Ghouta has
reached a “critical point,” stating that “ordinary
people are once again trapped in a situation
where life slowly becomes impossible and
where goods and aid are severely limited.”

Before the war, the country was, by Arab
standards, solidly middle income with vibrant
communities. Today, Syria’s development has
regressed by nearly four decades, and the
Syrian economy has contracted by an esti-
mated 40 percent. The majority of Syrians
have lost their livelihoods. School attendance
has dropped over 50 percent with more than
two million children now out of school. An esti-
mated 13.5 million people, including six million
children, are in need of serious humanitarian
assistance. 4.5 million of these people are in
hard-to-reach areas, including 540,000 people
in eleven besieged areas. The numbers are
staggering. And we all know the images are
beyond words.

Meanwhile, Assad and Putin continue to in-
discriminately target civilians in all locations,
as well as civilian hospitals, despite a late
February UN resolution calling for a cessation
of hostilities to enable humanitarian access to
those in need of aid.

These atrocities led me to introduce H. Res.
632, which condemns Assad and Putin for
their attacks on hospitals and medical per-
sonnel in Syria, and calls on our Secretary of
State to work with the international community
to conduct investigations into these serious
violations of international humanitarian law.

The United States must send a clear mes-
sage to Assad and Putin that the international
community is watching and we will hold them
accountable. As the fighting enters its eighth
year, | urge this administration to complete a
comprehensive U.S. strategy for Syria that
specifically addresses civilian protection and
these attacks on humanitarian service pro-
viders.

———

HAPPY 90TH BIRTHDAY BEVERLY
GOLDFINE

HON. RICHARD M. NOLAN

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 15, 2018

Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to a
distinguished member of the Duluth commu-
nity, Beverly Goldfine, who will soon be cele-
brating her 90th birthday. Beverly is an activ-
ist, volunteer, and mother who made it her
mission early on in life to support and improve
the Duluth community she loves so much.

Beverly has been active in many Duluth
area organizations which help those in need
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such as the Townview Improvement Corpora-
tion and the Duluth-Superior Community Foun-
dation. She made it her goal to help Duluth-
ians find a place to call home regardless of
their income. Additionally, her husband and
she established the Beverly and Erwin
Goldfine Scholarship for Academic Excellence
to help students at the University of Minnesota
Duluth reach their full potential.

It is an honor to recognize Beverly’s many
accomplishments and contributions to the
community she loves so much. There is no
doubt her activism and selfless efforts to help
those in need have improved the lives of
countless people. | ask my colleagues in Con-
gress to join me in wishing Beverly a very
happy 90th birthday. What an incredible mile-
stone.

———

RECOGNIZING THE OUTSTANDING
ACHIEVEMENT OF ROBERT G.
STANKIEWICZ

HON. DONALD S. BEYER, JR.

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 15, 2018

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to of-
ficially recognize the outstanding public
achievement of Robert G. Stankiewicz. Mr.
Stankiewicz has been in public service for
close to twenty five years, the past ten with
the United States Capitol Police (USCP). As
the  Telecommunications  Manager, Mr.
Stankiewicz was instrumental in the implemen-
tation of the new USCP Radio System, built
the USCP Radio Team now better known as
CapCom and developed the first USCP mobile
radio system that provides much needed com-
munications for DPD motorcades.

He laid the foundation and brought in a very
highly skilled and diversified group of techni-
cians that will serve the United States Capitol
Police well for many years to come. Mr.
Stankiewicz’s retirement marks the end of an
era at USCP. He is the last of the originals.
His dedication and commitment to the depart-
ment cannot be measured. Even more impor-
tant though are the friendships he developed
that will last a life time. While his time at the
United States Capitol Police has ended with
his retirement, | know he will be just as suc-
cessful in his future endeavors. | thank him for
his dedicated service.

————

IN HONOR OF MARCY KAPTUR
MAKING HISTORY AS THE LONG-
EST SERVING CONGRESSWOMAN

HON. NIKI TSONGAS

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 15, 2018

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, today | want
to recognize my colleague, Congresswoman
MARCY KAPTUR, who is making history as the
longest serving female member of the House
of Representatives.

This is especially momentous for my district,
as she now surpasses Edith Nourse Rogers,
who served in Congress for 35 years and pre-
viously held the record of the longest serving
female member. Representative Rogers was
the first woman to represent Massachusetts in
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Congress, hailing from my hometown of Low-
ell, Massachusetts and serving the district |
now represent.

Edith Nourse Rogers became the sixth
woman to serve in the House of Representa-
tives when she was elected in 1935. She was
one of only 17 upon her death in 1960. Today,
MARCY KAPTUR is one of 84 women in the
House, and odds are that number is sure to
grow in November.

This historic moment is significant because
of the remarkable commitment to public serv-
ice that MARCY KAPTUR has demonstrated
over the past 35 years, but also because of
the model of service she represents to the
thousands of women who have been moti-
vated to run for office in recent years.

| am grateful that MARCY has brought a
woman’s voice to so many critical debates
over the course of her tenure, and | think it is
worth pointing out that she has never run un-
opposed. She’s earned every vote she’s re-
ceived in 18 consecutive elections.

| want to congratulate the gentlewoman
from Ohio on this remarkable achievement.
May it inspire continued courage and con-
fidence in women who seek to follow in her
“persistent” footsteps.

———————

IN RECGNITION OF THE HONOR-
ABLE MICHAEL T. VOUGH, RE-
CIPIENT OF THE GREATER
PITTSTON FRIENDLY SONS’
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 15, 2018

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the Honorable Michael T.
Vough, who will receive the Greater Pittston
Friendly Sons of Saint Patrick's Achievement
Award. He will be honored by the Friendly
Sons during their annual Saint Patrick's Day
celebration on March 17, 2018.

Judge Vough is the only son of the late
Henry and Mary Noci-Vough. He is a graduate
of Pittston Area High School and the Univer-
sity of Scranton. In May 1989, he received his
Juris Doctorate from the University of Dayton
School of Law.

In 1991, Judge Vough founded the Law Of-
fice of Vough & Associates, which served over
three thousand clients throughout the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania and employed a
staff of ten.

From 1992 to 2012, Judge Vough worked
as an Assistant District Attorney for Luzerne
County. As Assistant DA, he prepared, evalu-
ated, and prosecuted all criminal cases from
commission of the crime through sentencing.
He prosecuted over 1,500 cases resulting in
plea or trial; represented the Commonwealth
in over 150 jury trials; and had a 100 percent
conviction rate in seventy homicide cases. Of
these seventy homicide cases, nine resulted in
first degree murder convictions. He partici-
pated in three death penalty jury selection
cases and had an overall 99.8 percent convic-
tion rate in his twenty years of service with the
Luzerne County District Attorney’s Office.

On January 3, 2012, Judge Vough was
sworn in as judge of the Luzerne County
Court of Common Pleas. Since 2012, he has
presided over thousands of criminal and civil
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cases. He currently serves as the Criminal
Court Division Administrator and has pre-
viously served as the Co-Civil Court Division
Administrator.

He is married to Cindy Forlenza Vough, and
they have four children, Michael, Matthew,
Nicholas and Jessica.

It is an honor to recognize Judge Michael T.
Vough as he accepts the Greater Pittston
Friendly Sons’ Achievement Award. | am
grateful to him for his service to the people of
Pennsylvania. | wish him all the best this Saint
Patrick’s Day.

———

HONORING SOMERSET HIGH
SCHOOL SENIOR JUSTIN RIVARD

HON. SEAN P. DUFFY

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 15, 2018

Mr. DUFFY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a remarkable young man from Som-
erset, Wisconsin named Justin Rivard. Justin
is a senior at Somerset High School and is fin-
ishing up his final semester. But rather than
just spending that time preparing for his own
graduation, Justin has gone out of his way to
help others. He recently invented a device,
aptly titled the “JustinKase,” that protects stu-
dents and teachers inside their classrooms.
The steel device slips underneath a classroom
door and latches to the door’s jam, locking the
door in place. This prevents anyone with intent
to commit violence against students or teach-
ers from accessing the room.

A teacher at Somerset High recently de-
scribed Justin as having ‘the special combina-
tion of motivation and brains and has a motor
that just keeps going.” Indeed, these skills will
serve Justin well as he continues to use his
gifts in the service of others as a soldier in the
United States Army. Everyone in Wisconsin is
proud of Justin’s ingenuity. And we are grate-
ful for his decision to enter the military and de-
fend our nation.

TRIBUTE TO BILL PAVKOV

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 15, 2018

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Bill
Pavkov of Hastings, lowa for his dedicated
service to our country in World War Il and the
Korean War. Bill turned 90 in 2017 and has
the rare distinction of serving his country in
two wars.

Bill was born and raised in Doylestown,
Ohio. He left school in the I0th grade to join
the U.S. Army Transport Service in 1944. He
was only 17 years old and his father had to
give his permission in order for Bill to serve.
Bill was aboard Army Transport ships that de-
livered both troops and supplies around the
world. After his service to our country, Bill re-
turned to Ohio, married and began his career
as an over-the-road semi-truck driver. In 1960,
Bill and his family moved to lowa where he
started farming and continued driving trucks.
He served his community as a volunteer fire-
fighter and as Mayor of Hastings. When Bill
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