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public education and pride in our public
schools. | will continue to promote the promise
and purpose of public education, to elevate
the great things happening every day in our
public schools, and to engage communities
about strategies that help students succeed. |
affirm my commitment to fight for resources
and support for public schools, and will be
steadfast in my efforts to support policies that
would protect these values.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 14, 2018

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably detained. Had | been present, |
would have voted YEA on Roll Call No. 102,
and YEA on Roll Call No. 103.

———

HONORING THOMAS H. McCARTHY
AS CHAIRMAN OF THE 47TH AN-
NUAL BUFFALO IRISH CENTER
CIVIC LUNCHEON

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 14, 2018

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor Mr. Thomas H. McCarthy,
who has been selected to serve as Honorary
Chairman of the 47th Annual Civic Luncheon
to benefit the Buffalo Irish Center. A proud
Buffalonian, born and raised, Tom is a grad-
uate of St. Thomas Aquinas School, Bishop
Timon-St. Jude High School, Canisius Col-
lege, and Simmons School of Mortuary
Science.

One year after graduating from Simmons,
he founded the Thomas H. McCarthy Funeral
Home. Through his funeral home business, he
has provided care and compassion to neigh-
borhood families during difficult times.

Tom is a dedicated community servant. He
served in the Buffalo Fire Department for 37
years, retiring as a Lieutenant. Additionally, he
is a member of the Knights of Columbus, an
organization of nearly two million Catholic
men. Tom embodies their principles of charity,
unity, fraternity, and patriotism.

Organizations that benefit from Tom’s stew-
ardship include his alma mater, Bishop Timon,
where he raises funds for student scholarships
with the Hillery Foundation. For almost 60
years, he has been a member of the
Blackthorn Club, a group which encourages
the camaraderie and connection of its mem-
bers with Irish ancestry through social events.
At one point, he served as President of the
Club.

Married for 63 years, Tom and his wife Mary
Ellen have raised six children together. They
now have twelve grandchildren and two great
grandchildren. Alongside his wonderful family,
Tom has been an active participator in this
Luncheon since the beginning.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to honor Mr.
Thomas H. McCarthy here today, to recognize
his countless contributions to the Irish commu-
nity in Buffalo, and the Western New York
community as a whole. His time and talents
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have made a difference in the lives of so
many, and he is deserving of our most sincere
gratitude.

——————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. LUIS V. GUTIERREZ

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 14, 2018

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably absent in the House chamber for roll
call votes 102 and 103 on Tuesday, March 13,
2018. Had | been present, | would have voted
Nay on Roll Call 102 and Yea on Roll Call
103.

————

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF
CHARLES EDWARD WERN, JR.

HON. TIM RYAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 14, 2018

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, today | rise
to remember the life of Charles Edward Wern,
Jr., 85, who passed away peacefully on Tues-
day, Feb. 13, 2018, at home with his family by
his side.

Charles was born on November 11, 1932 to
Charles E. Wern, Sr. and Mary Lyke Wern.
After graduating from Vienna High School in
1950, he completed his undergraduate degree
at Duke University where he played both bas-
ketball and baseball. Upon graduation, Chuck
served in the U.S. Army for two years and
played professional basketball and baseball in
Europe after his time in the Army. Chuck later
returned to the United States and graduated
from Ohio Northern law school in 1959. Chuck
practiced law in the Warren, Ohio area for
over 57 years.

Chuck married the love of his life, Maureen
Ann McGlone on November 14, 1990. They
shared a long and happy marriage filled with
love, respect, and laughter. Together, they
had three children. Nothing brought him more
pride and joy than being a part of their lives.
All three children followed in his footsteps and
began practicing law.

Chuck’s passion for sports and competition
never faded. He coached JFK baseball and
golf, he was an avid golfer winning several
area events including the Trumbull Country
Club Championship. He was the co-chair for
two of the LPGA tournaments when the tour
was coming to the Valley. He crossed off a big
“Bucket List ltem” when he became a minority
owner of the Mahoning Valley Scrappers. For
the past 18 seasons, Chuck and Maureen en-
joyed hosting over 50 Scrapper players.

Chuck always believed you have an obliga-
tion to support your community whenever the
opportunity presents itself. He lived that phi-
losophy, serving on numerous committees
throughout his life in the Mahoning Valley.
Specifically, he served over a span of 20
years on the Mahoning Valley Economic De-
velopment Corporation, serving as its Chair-
man for three different terms. He served as
both past and present Chairman of the Warren
Commerce Industrial Park. He was a Trustee
of Warren General Hospital for several years,
Chair of the Blessed Sacrament Building Fund
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Drive, Chairman and Trustee of the Warren
Philharmonic Orchestra Association, Trustee
of the Community Foundation of the Mahoning
Valley and most recently served on the Board
of Directors of the American Red Cross. He
was also a recipient of the American Heart As-
sociation’s “Heart of The Community” award
honoring heart patients who give of their time
and talent to the community.

He will be deeply missed by his wife,
Maureen; three children and eight grand-
children, Atty. Happy (Atty. Giovanni) DiCenso
and Luca, Rocco and Valentina of Pepper
Pike, Atty. Charles E. (Melissa) Wern, Ill and
Chase, Cole and Clay of Denver and Atty.
Theodore “Ted” (Georgia) Wern and Evan
and Owen of Chicago; his sister, Marjorie Tur-
ner of Gillette, Wyo.; brothers-in-law and sis-
ters-in-law, James McGilone of Struthers, Kitty
(William) Brown of Canfield, John (Sally)
McGlone of Jamestown, Pa., Michael (Lori)
McGlone of Boardman, Matthew (Judi)
McGilone of Canfield and Lorraine McGlone of
Hudson; and several nieces, nephews, cous-
ins and dear friends. He was preceded in
death by his parents; his mother-in-law and fa-
ther-in-law, Peg and Joe McGilone; his broth-
er-in-law, Joseph McGlone; his niece,
Jaqueline Turner; his nephew, Chet Turner;
and several aunts, uncles, cousins and
friends.

Chuck was a valued member of the commu-
nity, and | know he is dearly missed. | extend
my sincerest condolences to his family and
friends.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. NYDIA M. VELAZQUEZ

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 14, 2018

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, on Tues-
day, March 13, 2018, | regret not being
present for two vote sessions. Had | been
present, | would have voted in support of the
Endangered Fish Recovery Programs Exten-
sion Act of 2017, H.R. 4465, Roll Call No.
103, and against the Trickett Wendler, Frank
Mongiello, Jordan McLinn, and Matthew
Bellina Right to Try Act of 2018, H.R. 5247,
Roll Call No. 102.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE DISTIN-
GUISHED SERVICE OF JEFF
WITMER, TAYLOR AUXILIARY
POLICE OFFICER OF THE YEAR

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 14, 2018

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the distinguished public service of
Commander Jeff Witmer, the 2017 Taylor Aux-
iliary Police Officer of the Year. He has pro-
tected the City of Taylor and its residents for
over 14 years.

Established in 1962 as a volunteer civil de-
fense organization to assist the Taylor Police
Department, the Taylor Auxiliary Police play a
key role in safeguarding the public. In addition
to helping the full-time police department staff
community events like high school sports
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events and assisting with regular police pa-
trols, the auxiliary police also serve as a re-
serve force to assist the City of Taylor in the
event of a disaster or emergency situation.
Additionally, the auxiliary has partnered with
the city to further crime prevention initiatives,
including Taylor on Watch, an education and
outreach program that shares best practices
for neighborhood and community safety.
These initiatives and the service of officers, in-
cluding 2017 award recipient Commander Jeff
Witmer, have helped to make Taylor a safe
city to live and work.

Commander Jeff Witmer has served the
Taylor Auxiliary Police Department in various
capacities for the past 14 years, including
range instructor, Platoon Lieutenant, and the
department’s Operations Commander. As Op-
erations Commander, Mr. Witmer is entrusted
with the command of department operations
making sure platoons run smoothly, and that
all patrol rides go out on schedule. He is a
well-respected member of both the department
and the City of Taylor for his positivity, dedica-
tion, and community-oriented leadership. Due
to his years of service and the trust placed in
him, Commander Witmer oversees the training
department for new recruits and serves as a
mentor for junior department members. Our
city is better because of Commander Witmer's
leadership, and he is truly deserving of being
named the 2017 Taylor Auxiliary Police Officer
of the Year. We are grateful for Commander
Witmer's service and look forward to his con-
tinued contributions to protecting our city and
growing the auxiliary department in the years
to come.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Commander Jeff Witmer for his
years of service to our local community. He
has impacted countless lives through his work
with Taylor's Auxiliary Police Department.

——

CELEBRATING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF NORTH COUNTRY PUB-
LIC RADIO

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 14, 2018

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and recognize North Country Public
Radio on its 50th anniversary.

North Country Public Radio (NCPR) is a
public radio network with a mission to inform,
enrich, and connect the community. Based out
of Canton, New York, the network is the NPR
affiliate for the North Country, providing NPR
programming as well as music and award-win-
ning regional news coverage. In addition,
NCPR serves as the emergency broadcast
system for many communities within the North
Country. After starting with a single transmitter
covering St. Lawrence County, NCPR debuted
on the air in 1968 and has since expanded to
operate 34 transmitters today, serving not only
the entire Adirondack North Country region,
but also western Vermont and southeastern
Ontario.

NCPR provides a particularly important
service to my district, delivering invaluable
content to the people of the North Country.
The hard work of NCPR employees has great-
ly expanded the options available to North
Country residents, whether they are looking
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for entertainment programming or for news
and information.

On behalf of New York's 21st district, |
would like to thank NCPR for prioritizing the
enrichment of our community during its 50
years of broadcasting.

——————

SPECIAL OLYMPIAN, CHRISTI
ROBERTS

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 14, 2018

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, special
Olympian and native of Houston, Christi Rob-
erts, knows a thing or two about competition.
In her own words she says, “Don’t mess with
me, because I'm bringing the Texas heat.”
And Texas heat is what she brings.

Christi was born with a rare heart condition
that required surgery when she was just two
years old. She had to get her index fingers
corrected and constantly has to check her
blood pressure. None of that brought Christi
down, but only pushed her to become a better
athlete and pursue her passions in life.

Christi loves to run. As a Special Olympics
athlete, she has competed in multiple events,
but track is by far her favorite. And who would
doubt it? Christi smokes the competition. Dur-
ing races she surprised all of her coaches,
teammates and onlookers as she blazed down
the track at lightning speed. Christi is not to be
messed with, because she has one goal: win-
ning. Her motto is, “I win, but | don't like los-
ing.”

When you can’t find her beating the com-
petition on the track, you can find her at the
Houston Police Barn, sponsoring a horse by
the name of Smash. She spends her extra
time feeding, brushing and loving on her
horse. Spending time with Smash is one of
her favorite past times, and the Houston Po-
lice Barn is grateful for her time and dedica-
tion to sponsoring one of their beloved horses.

Christi’s positive attitude and passion for life
is infectious and she radiates happiness every
single day. Her dedication to competing in the
Special Olympics and continuing to crush the
competition is one to be admired.

Christi is the definition of what it means to
be a Special Olympian and Houstonian, and
I’'m proud to honor her and spread her inspira-
tional story.

And that’s just the way it is.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 14, 2018

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, | missed
votes on March 13, 2018 due to illness. Had
| been present, | would have voted Yea on
Roll Call No. 102 and Yea on Roll Call No.
103.

March 14, 2018

RECOGNITION OF THE
LEADERSHIP COBB CLASS OF 2018

HON. BARRY LOUDERMILK

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 14, 2018

Mr. LOUDERMILK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the outstanding leaders and
members of the Leadership Cobb Class of
2018.

Leadership Cobb was founded in 1983 by a
nucleus of leaders, including Harris Hines,
Johnny Isakson, Phil Sanders and Jay
Whorton, in order to train a new group of lead-
ers to guide Cobb County’s future.

From hundreds of qualified applicants,
Leadership Cobb selected 50 exceptionally
qualified individuals for the Class of 2018, to
provide a learning environment that enhances
personal and professional growth to benefit
the individual, his or her local community, and
the entire Atlanta region.

The Leadership Cobb Class of 2018 is led
by Leadership Cobb alumni Lee Freeman-
Smith, Brett McClung, Chris Martin, Tripp
Boyer, and Michelle Howard from the Cobb
County Chamber of Commerce, and dozens of
alumni who volunteer for committees to plan
each program day, including class members
Wendy Alpine, Elaine Armster, Lisa Ashby,
Neera Bahl, Dale Bercher, Alyssa Blanchard,
Obie Brannon, Littie Brown, Jarrette
Burckhalter, Amy Carrier, Karen Cates, Cedric
Clark, Christi Cronin, Lisa Cupid, Frank
Durrance, Jesse Evans, Britt Fleck, Jason
Gaines, Derek Goshay, Tyler Gwynn, Bonnie
Harris, Stacy Haubenschild, Bob Heuel, David
Hoeller, Erick Hofstetter, Peter Hortman,
Schuyler Hoynes, David Jones, Derek Krebs,
Kelly Luscre, Tim Matthews, Anthony Mullins,
Nicole Nurse, Jonathan Page, Amber Patter-
son, Serena Ploessl, Ron Price, Esther Prieto,
Valerie Prince, Matt Reid, Christina Saliba,
Jessi Samford, Kelvin Scott, Amanda Seals,
Jason Shepherd, Thomas Sherrer, Jr., Angie
Smith, Trey Spivey, Meaghan Timko, and Erin
Zwigart.

On behalf of Georgia’s 11th Congressional
District and the United States House of Rep-
resentatives, | commend Leadership Cobb and
the members of the Leadership Cobb Class of
2018 for their dedication to community service
and their commitment to improving opportuni-
ties for local citizens.

————

RECOGNIZING MARCY KAPTUR AS
LONGEST SERVING WOMAN IN
CONGRESS

HON. JOYCE BEATTY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 14, 2018

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, as people
across America celebrate Women’s History
Month and honor our nation’s many sheroes,
| rise today to recognize a modern-day shero,
my colleague, fellow Ohioan, and good friend
Congresswoman MARCY KAPTUR.

This Sunday, March 18, 2018, Congress-
woman KAPTUR will become the longest-serv-
ing woman in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, serving incredibly for 35 vyears, 2
months, 15 days and counting.
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