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But a month is not enough to make known
the significant contributions of women to the
success of the United States of America.

We taught our girls about ‘Rosie the Riveter’
who represented the millions of American
women who went to work on assembly lines to
manufacture tanks, planes, and weapons for
the defense of this nation during World War II.

America has been blessed to have the con-
tributions of American women heroes in the
fields of science, technology, engineering, and
mathematics (STEM).

Women like Sally Kristen Ride, the first
women sent into space; Eileen Marie Collins,
the first women space shuttle pilot; and Grace
Murray Hopper, an American computer sci-
entist and United States Navy rear admiral.

Admiral Hopper developed the first compiler
for a computer programming language, which
made it possible to program computers with-
out using punch cards.

There are many women in the State of
Texas and in the city of Houston who have
made significant contributions to the American
story:

1. Congresswoman Barbara Jordan of
Texas was the first African American woman
elected to the House of Representatives;

2. Kathryn “Kathy” Whitmire was the first
woman elected to serve in the Houston City
government; and

3. Mae Carol Jemison was the first African
American woman astronaut.

| was proud to have been a cosponsor of
the “National Women’s History Commission
Act,” signed into law by President Barack
Obama in December 2014 and which estab-
lished a commission to study the potential for
creating a National Women’s History Museum
and submit to the President and Congress a
report containing recommendations on a plan
of action for the establishment and mainte-
nance of a National Women’s History Museum
in Washington, D.C.

The Commission delivered its report to Con-
gress in November 2016 which contains the
following recommendations:

1. America deserves a physical national mu-
seum dedicated to integrating women’s dis-
tinctive contributions into our culture and his-
tory.

2. The Museum should be built on a highly
prominent location close to other museums on
or very close to the National Mall.

3. The Museum should be composed of a
strong permanent collection with supplemental
exhibits or objects on loan from other muse-
ums and archives, including components of
the Smithsonian.

| agree and that is why | strongly support
and am an original co-sponsor of H.R. 19, the
“Women’s History Museum Act,” which estab-
lishes a comprehensive women’s history mu-
seum within the Smithsonian Institution in
Washington, DC to provide for the collection,
study, and establishment of programs related
to women’s contributions that have influenced
the direction of the United States.

A National Women’s History Museum is
needed to ensure that when the story of our
nation is told that the role of women is rep-
resented in the narrative of our nation.

But there is much that remains to be done
to ensure that women receive the same op-
portunities as their male counterparts and are
equally represented in the public, civic, and
economic life of the nation.

Women represent more than 50 percent of
the population and cast more than 50 percent
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of the votes in the last several national elec-
tions but no woman has yet been elected to
serve as President or Vice-President of the
United States, although Hillary Clinton made
history by becoming the first woman to win the
nomination of a major political party and won
65,853,516 votes, nearly 3 million more than
her opponent, the current President.

Today, on average women still make only
77 cents for every dollar made by men and
this gap is wider for African American and His-
panic women.

Nearly two-thirds of minimum-wage workers
are women.

The poverty rate—14.5 percent for
women—remains the highest in two decades.

Family and medical leave protections fail to
cover nearly half of full-time employees.

Women-owned businesses continue to lag
behind men-owned businesses. The average
revenue of women-owned businesses is only
27 percent of the average revenue of men-
owned businesses.

Mr. Speaker, Democrats know that when
women succeed, America succeeds.

That is why in July 2013, House Democrats
unveiled “When Women Succeed, America
Succeeds: An Economic Agenda for Women
and Families.”

This agenda addresses the need to ensure
that women get equal pay for equal work.

It helps ensure work and family balance by
allowing working parents to support their fami-
lies and care for their children.

And it recognizes that expanding edu-
cational opportunities, increased job training,
and investments in women entrepreneurs are
essential for women’s success in our econ-
omy.

American women have made great strides
over the last 100 years—but the fight for equal
opportunity and to provide women with the
economic security and opportunities they de-
serve and their families need is far from over.

We cannot rest until all of America’s moth-
ers, wives, and daughters truly have the same
opportunities as America’s fathers, husbands,
and sons.

————

STATE OF MINNESOTA RESPONDS
TO PRESIDENT’S FISCAL YEAR
2019 BUDGET PROPOSAL

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 13, 2018

Ms. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, | recently
held a hearing in St. Paul, Minnesota’s capital
city, to receive feedback on President Trump’s
fiscal year 2019 budget proposal. | am deeply
appreciative for the input from the State of
Minnesota, the University of Minnesota,
Ramsey County, Washington County, the City
of Saint Paul, and vital nonprofits like Lutheran
Social Services, Clean Water Action, the Alz-
heimer's Association, Habitat for Humanity,
Community Action Agencies, the Sierra Club,
and the Minnesota Council on Nonprofits.

The testimony | heard was clear and unam-
biguous, the President's budget will harm
every aspect of our community—students,
seniors, low-income families, housing, the en-
vironment, refugees, and the list goes on and
on. If a White House intentionally wanted to
write a budget that shredded vital services to
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communities and essential services to school
districts, local governments and state agencies
this is that destructive, dangerous document.

As this Republican Congress limps along
trying to finish work on the fiscal year 2018
federal budget (nearly six months past the
start of the fiscal year), we are now starting
appropriations work for 2019. | expect there to
be largely bipartisan agreement that President
Trump’s budget will be largely rejected in favor
of some bipartisan common sense, if such a
thing exists anymore.

| include in the RECORD the following testi-
mony from Eric Hallstrom, Deputy Commis-
sioner, Minnesota Management and Budget
and it clearly articulates what is at risk in our
state if Mr. Trump’s backwards agenda is ad-
vanced:

Good Morning. For the record, my name is
Eric Hallstrom and I am Deputy Commis-
sioner at Minnesota Management and Budg-
et, the state’s budget agency. On behalf of
Governor Dayton and the State of Min-
nesota, thank you for the opportunity to
provide comments on the president’s budget
proposal.

Federal budget decisions have a direct im-
pact on the services Minnesotans receive. In
considering the budget proposal, we appre-
ciate your attention to the profound effects
federal budget and fiscal policy decisions
have on the State of Minnesota. The presi-
dent’s budget contains deep cuts in programs
that have a disproportionate impact on the
most vulnerable Minnesotans, including chil-
dren, the elderly, and those living in pov-
erty.

As you are aware, at the state government
level we adopt balanced budgets on a two-
year cycle. We make budget decisions based
on revenue projections that look out two and
four years into the future. Governor Dayton
has spent the last seven years working hard
to right out state’s fiscal ship by ensuring
Minnesota’s budget is balanced. Under Gov
Dayton’s leadership, we corrected the 6 bil-
lion dollar deficit left by the previous admin-
istration. We restored the state’ s credit rat-
ings to be some of the highest in the nation.
And nine out of the last ten budget forecasts
showed positive balances, compared to the
decade of deficits before Governor Dayton
took office. While we always face risk that
our revenue projections will fluctuate, we
are seeing more uncertainty and risk at
what we can expect in federal funding levels
than at any other point in recent history.

The President’s Fiscal Year 2019 budget
cuts domestic programs by a total of $3.6
trillion. In the absence of substantial new
spending by the State, the consequences of
these cuts would be an increase in hunger,
poverty and inequality in Minnesota. The
President’s budget cuts would undermine the
well-being of children and families, lead to
increases to Minnesota’s uninsured rate and
homeless population. These cuts will result
in our land and waterways being less clean,
our economic progress will be slowed, and
education opportunities will be denied to
many Minnesotans. In order to avoid these
outcomes, the cuts would shift costs to the
state. Yet even if the State of Minnesota at-
tempts to bear as much of the burden as it
can, we will simply not be able to make up
for the cuts outlined in the president’s dra-
conian proposal.

With the limited time I have, I'd like to
discuss a few major areas of the state budget
that will experience the most severe im-
pacts. First I will start with health and
human services.

Health and Human Services: Over the next
decade, the president’s budget calls for cut-
ting more than $800 billion from Medicaid—
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the federal health program for lower income
and persons with disabilities—as well as $192
billion from nutritional assistance and $272
billion over all from anti-poverty programs.
These cuts create an enormous shortfall in
Minnesota’s state budget, taking away bil-
lions of dollars per year in federal Medicaid
matching funds.

The budget would rescind the ACA’s Med-
icaid expansion and replace it with a plan
similar to the Graham-Cassidy bill that
failed in the Senate last year. These changes
would create Medicaid block grants to states
and a per person spending cap-in effect cut-
ting spending and taking billions of dollars
per year away from Minnesota in federal
Medicaid matching funds. To make up for
these losses, the state would be faced with
making difficult decisions to reduce health
care eligibility or benefits to make up for
the shortfall. These options make coverage
uncertain for over 1 million Minnesotans
currently under Medical Assistance (MA),
Minnesota’s Medicaid program, and the
100,000 Minnesotans who purchased low-cost
coverage through MinnesotaCare.

Medicaid cuts of this level will also have a
significant impact on Minnesota schools.
School districts and charter schools rely
heavily on Medicaid reimbursements to pro-
vide federally mandated services to students
with disabilities. An estimated $46 million of
federal reimbursements is paid to Minnesota
for these services annually. Any reduction
will be absorbed by a reallocation of school
district general education revenue or
through increased burden on the state budg-
et or local tax payers.

The President’s budget cuts to the Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance Program, or
SNAP, by 30 percent, or $213 billion over ten
years. SNAP is the most effective anti-hun-
ger program in our country and provides
food to more than 645,000 low-income Min-
nesota children, seniors, people with disabil-
ities, and working families. Minnesota would
lose $150 million per year and over a billion
dollars over 10 years, causing low-income
Minnesotans to lose or reduce their nutrition
benefits.

The President’s budget cuts Temporary As-
sistance to Needy Families (TANF) by 10 per-
cent, resulting in a loss of $25 million per
year for some of the lowest income Min-
nesota families. In 2017, an average of 95,000
people—more than 70 percent of them chil-
dren—in 34,000 families are receiving assist-
ance from the Minnesota Family Investment
Program, our state’s TANF program.

The following programs in the area of
health and human services are completely
eliminated by President Trump’s budget. To
continue any of the services they provide,
the state will have to backfill all of the fund-
ing.

Social Services Block Grants (SSBG), a
program that funds child and adult protec-
tive services in Minnesota, is eliminated.
Minnesota receives $31 million from this pro-
gram annually, 95 percent of which is pro-
vided to counties and tribes for direct serv-
ices for vulnerable children and adults.

Community Services Block Grants (CSBG)
is eliminated. The program funds commu-
nity action programs that serve every coun-
ty in Minnesota by providing locally-defined
solutions to address poverty. In 2015, more
than 514,000 Minnesotans were served by
these funds. Low-Income Home Energy As-
sistance Program (LIHEAP) is eliminated. In
federal FY 2017, Minnesota received $114 mil-
lion in federal funds from LIHEAP and
served nearly 320,000 Minnesotans.

The impact of these cuts on the most vul-
nerable Minnesotans cannot be emphasized
enough. However, for the sake of time, I will
now briefly touch on the budget proposal’s
impact on the state in several critical areas,
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including education, infrastructure, housing,
the environment, and agriculture.

Education: All children in Minnesota de-
pend on access to a great education for good
jobs and a bright future. Governor Dayton
has prioritized investments in education
every year he has served as governor, includ-
ing paying back our schools, increased in-
vestments in the K12 funding formula, fund-
ing all-day kindergarten across the state,
funding pre-K programs for our youngest
learners, and investing in our institutions of
higher education.

Once again, the president’s budget threat-
ens to undo much of this progress. The pro-
posal includes an $8 billion or 12 percent cut
from FY18 continuing resolution to the U.S.
Department of Education. These cuts in-
clude:

The elimination of 29 programs with an an-
nual reduction of $5.9 billion (from FFY 17)

The cancellation of $1.6 billion of unobli-
gated balances in the Pell Grant program.

A few of the programs that the president’s
budget completely eliminates include:

Supporting Effective Instruction State
Grants: Which provided Minnesota $31.5 mil-
lion that went to Minnesota schools.

21st Century Community Learning Cen-
ters: Minnesota currently receives about
$12.2 million that programs programming at
108 community and school-based centers. In
the 2015-16 school year the programs service
23,617 students attending 384 different
schools, including public, private, charter,
and BIE schools.

Federal Supplemental Educational Oppor-
tunity Grant (FSEOG) Program, a campus-
based federal grant for undergraduates with
exceptional financial need. In Minnesota in
2014 through 2015, approximately 27,000 post-
secondary students received approximately
$19 million of these funds:

Department of Education GEAR UP Pro-
gram, which provides funding for services at
high-poverty middle and high schools to help
students succeed and prepare for college. In
Minnesota, over 61 ,000 students would lose
valuable support for postsecondary prepara-
tion and access, 158 schools and over 40 high-
er education partners would be impacted,
and about 20 full time employees would be
out of a job.

Again, this list is not exhaustive, but in-
stead only illustrates some of the crucial so-
cial and economic programs that the presi-
dent’s budget eliminates.

Infrastructure/Transit: Turning to Infra-
structure and Transportation. Throughout
his time as governor, Mark Dayton has pro-
posed honest, straightforward policies to fix
Minnesota’s aging and under-funded trans-
portation systems. The economic success of
the state hinges on long-term vision and
planning of our infrastructure. The governor
welcomes a discussion on increased invest-
ments in infrastructure and the state stands
ready to use increased funding on worthy
projects.

However, the president’s budget is short-
sighted and would significantly underfund
critical projects. The budget flips the tradi-
tional source of federal funding for capital
construction from a 20 percent state match
to an 80 percent state match. Under this sce-
nario, Minnesota would have trouble finding
competitive projects.

Critical to several ongoing transit projects
across the metro area, the President’s budg-
et proposes to fund only those projects with-
in the Federal Transit Administration’s Cap-
ital Investment Grant Program (CIG) that
already have existing full funding grant
agreements. This policy would prohibit the
extension of the Green Line (Southwest
LRT), the Blue Line (Bottineau LRT) and
Orange Line (Bus Rapid Transit). The CIG
program supports and generates regional
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economic growth, connects workers to em-
ployers, relieves congestion, and improves
urban air quality. The President’s FY2019
budget proposal would essentially stop any
of these projects from moving forward by
eliminating funding for projects that are in
the Capital Investment Grant pipeline but
have not yet secured federal funding agree-
ments.

Housing: More than 554,000 Minnesota
households struggle to afford quality hous-
ing, a 58 percent increase since 2000. Under
Governor Dayton’s leadership, public and
private investments totaling more than $5
billion has helped nearly 325,000 low-and
moderate-income households. He established
a task force on housing and has worked to
find consensus on policies to help alleviate
Minnesota’s housing challenges. Significant
work has yet to be done and the cuts to af-
fordable housing that are outlined in the
president’s budget would take us backward.
They would significantly impact the sta-
bility of the most vulnerable households in
Minnesota and would increase the state’s
homeless population.

The President’s budget includes an 11 per-
cent decrease in Section 8 program funding.
Minnesota Housing manages Section 8
project-based rental assistance on behalf of
the federal government. In FY 2016, this
funding assisted nearly 32,000 households
with median incomes of $12,000, 48 percent
who are seniors, and 22 percent are families
with children. Housing choice vouchers as-
sist another 31,000 households. In addition to
cuts, the budget proposal would significantly
strain low-income households by increasing
the share of income paid towards rent and
eliminating utility reimbursements.

The president’s budget completely elimi-
nates the several programs that provide
funding for affordable housing services, pri-
marily within the Department of Housing
and Urban Development (HUD). A few exam-
ples include:

The HUD HOME Investment Partnership,
the Low-Income Weatherization Assistance
Program at the Department of Energy, and
as mentioned earlier, the Community
Developlnent Block Grant. These programs
have collectively provided roughly $68 mil-
lion to Minnesota for affordable rental hous-
ing, home rehabilitation, and energy effi-
ciency improvements for low-income family
homes.

In addition, the Interagency Council on
Homelessness would be eliminated, which
would jeopardize Minnesota’s recent suc-
cesses in effectively ending veteran’s home-
lessness as well as our 17 percent drops in
family homelessness between 2014 and 2015.

Environment: In the area of environmental
policy, Governor Dayton has been consistent
and outspoken in advocating for climate
change prevention, the importance of clean
water, and the adverse impacts President
Trump’s presidency has been on recent
progress. The budget’s attempt to gut the
EPA and funding to states is another step in
the wrong direction.

Even as the Trump Administration con-
tinues to roll back a decade of hard-fought
progress, Governor Dayton has made it clear
that Minnesota will not flinch. We will show
the nation what can be achieved by working
together to solve the challenges facing our
people, our economy, and our environment.
We will share best practices with other
states, and work with them to mitigate the
damaging impacts of the President’s dan-
gerous and divisive policies.

As the ranking member of the Interior-En-
vironment Appropriations Subcommittee, we
sincerely appreciate your efforts to relay
Governor Dayton’s concerns over the presi-
dent’s enormous cuts to the EPA and pro-
grams it supports.
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The Environmental Protection Agency is
cut by 23 percent in the President’s budget,
which equates to a severe 54 percent cut to
the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
(MPCA). The impact to the state would be a
loss $11.1 million in the 2019 federal fiscal
year. These grants provide continuing envi-
ronmental program funding for all areas of
work at the MPCA. Programs proposed for
elimination at EPA include the Nonpoint
Source Implementation Program which tar-
gets local watershed studies and implemen-
tation projects to reduce or eliminate
sources of water quality pollution from dif-
fuse sources; Pollution Prevention Program
which targets source reductions; and Under-
ground Storage Tank (UST) Program that
targets permitting and compliance activities
for regulated USTSs.

Included in the cuts to the EPA, the Presi-
dent’s budget reduces the Brownfield pro-
grams by 33 percent, limiting redevelopment
and restoration of land to commercial uses.

The president’s budget also cuts the EPA’s
Great Lakes Restoration Initiative by 90 per-
cent. The program supports restoring and
protecting watersheds in eight states sur-
rounding the Great Lakes that provide
drinking water for over 40 million Americans
and drives a $62 billion annual economy of
fishing, boating and recreational activities.
The Minnesota Department of National Re-
sources and the Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency receive Restoration Initiative fund-
ing for the following activities:

Annual grants for prevention and manage-
ment of Aquatic Invasive Species in the
Great Lakes Basin ($800,000),

Habitat restoration and remedial action
plan implementation activities in the St.
Louis River Area of Concern Project ($4.5
million grant), and

Lake management activities to protect
water quality in Lake Superior Basin
through efforts to reduce impairments and
toxic chemicals ($896,000).

In addition, the Coastal Zone Management
program through National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration is cut by 20 per-
cent. The program funds $972,000 annually for
protecting streams and rivers in the Great
Lakes area.

Agriculture: Agriculture is a cornerstone
of Minnesota’s economy, providing more
than 400,000 jobs and $121 billion in economic
activity. The President’s FY2019 budget pro-
poses a 16 percent reduction in USDA discre-
tionary spending and showcases a lack of un-
derstanding about what is important to rural
America and the agriculture economy. The
budget seeks to weaken the safety net of
crop insurance during a time of low com-
modity prices putting our rural economies at
risk. Crop insurance provides farmers with
the security they need to increase yields, im-
prove efficiencies, and stay competitive in
world markets. The President’s budget calls
for steep cuts to premium subsidies and ex-
cludes producers with an Adjusted Gross In-
come of more than $500,000.

These budget and policy changes will harm
Minnesota’s agricultural economy. We are
hopeful that the next Farm Bill will focus on
fostering a robust farm and rural economy,
maintaining a strong nutrition title, and
prioritizing conservation and water quality
programs.

On behalf of Governor Dayton, the execu-
tive branch of the State of Minnesota, and
the millions of Minnesotans served by the
state, please voice your opposition to these
cuts in the President’s budget, as well as any
other draconian cuts to programs that Min-
nesotans rely on. Moving forward, we are
available to work with you and others to en-
sure that the 2019 federal budget is a fair ap-
proach for the services upon which Minneso-
tans depend. Thank you for the opportunity
to provide these remarks.
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FINDLAY NAMED TOP
MICROPOLITAN COMMUNITY

HON. ROBERT E. LATTA

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 13, 2018

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recognize
Findlay, Ohio for being named the 2018 Top
Micropolitan Community in the United States.
Awarded by Site Selection magazine, Findlay
has now received this recognition as the top
city for business for four straight years.

To qualify, a micropolitan city must have a
population ranging from 10,000 to 50,000. Site
Selection judged 575 of these cities on busi-
ness growth and sustainable success. In total-
ity, Findlay listed 21 projects that met Site Se-
lection’s criteria leading to its fourth straight
first-place finish.

It is a team effort top to bottom that has led
the way to Findlay’s consistent success. |
commend Mayor Lydia Mihalik, the Findlay-
Hancock County Economic Development of-
fice, the Hancock County Commissioners, and
the entire community for everything they’'ve
done to top the charts once again.

Mr. Speaker, the ‘Findlay Formula’ has an
established track record that meant to cultivate
growth and prosperity for the community. With
their business-friendly environment, | have no
doubt that Findlay will be at the top again next
year.

Congratulations once again to Findlay for
being named the country’s No. 1 Micropolitan
Community.

———

CENTENNIAL OF UPPER
ARLINGTON, OHIO

HON. STEVE STIVERS

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 13, 2018

Mr. STIVERS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today on
behalf of the people of Ohio’s 15th Congres-
sional District to recognize the centennial of
Upper Arlington, Ohio. Since King and Ben
Thompson formed the Upper Arlington Com-
pany and purchased the original 840 acres,
Upper Arlington has been a hub of activity in
Central Ohio, reminding us of much of our na-
tion’s history and entrepreneurial spirit.

In 1913, the Thompson brothers saw the
value of the Country Club District—as it was
originally named—and believed it to be the
ideal location for a residential community. The
brothers were not alone in their assessment,
and their efforts were temporarily halted in
1916 when the National Guard employed the
area as a training camp, Camp Willis. Despite
this, they persisted, and the village was incor-
porated in March of 1918.

Following its incorporation and based on its
strategic location east of Columbus, the area
grew rapidly in its earliest years. In the 1920s,
Upper Arlington reaffirmed its commitment to
the entrepreneurial spirit, and the Mallway
business district was developed. Professional
office spaces and retail businesses sprung up
along Upper Arlington Avenue.

Today, Upper Arlington remains a wonderful
place to work, live, and raise a family. | am
grateful for the leadership of Mayor Kip
Greenhill, the Members of the City Council,
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and all of the neighbors and friends who have
maintained Upper Arlington’s strong commit-
ment to community.

| am honored to represent this city, where
the core values of our nation are exemplified.
This is a place with a Cherished Past and a
Golden Future, and | ask my colleagues to
join me in commemorating the centennial of
Upper Arlington, Ohio.

————

IN HONOR OF SPRING GARDEN
WINNING AHSAA CLASS 1A HIGH
SCHOOL BASKETBALL TITLE

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 13, 2018

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
ask for the House’s attention today to recog-
nize Spring Garden High School Varsity Girls
for winning the Alabama High School Athletic
Association (AHSAA) Class 1A basketball
state title.

The Panthers beat the Phillips Bears 52-38
on March 1, 2018 at the Legacy Arena at the
BJCC in Birmingham, Alabama.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating the students and faculty of Spring Gar-
den High School, the coaches, the players
and all the Panthers fans on this exciting
achievement! Go Panthers.

———————

ANNIVERSARY OF THE SINKING
OF THE USS “HOUSTON"

HON. GENE GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 13, 2018

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to bring your attention to a memo-
rial ceremony for the men who served aboard
the USS Houston (CA-30) held this month in
Sam Houston Park in my hometown of Hous-
ton. Descendants of the sailors and Marines of
the “Flagship” of the U.S. Asiatic Fleet that
was sunk by Imperial Japanese Naval forces
on March 1, 1942 which honored their bravery
and determination.

Seventy-six years ago, the American heavy
cruiser USS Houston (CA-30) and Australian
light cruiser HMAS Perth, outnumbered and
outgunned by an Imperial Japanese Navy Bat-
tle Fleet, fought to the last in the Sunda Strait
between Sumatra and Java. Both went down
with their captains aboard and their guns still
firing. Nearly 1,000 Allied servicemen per-
ished. It marked the end of the U.S. Asiatic
Fleet and the naval forces of the American-
British-Dutch-Australian (ABDA) Command.

As the crews abandoned the sinking ships,
Japanese sailors machine-gunned the decks
and the men in the oil-soaked sea. Only 368
sailors and Marines, including four Chinese
stewards and mess attendants from the Hous-
ton, made it to shore where they were taken
as POWs of Japan. Some were held in a
POW camp on Java, eight officers were sent
to Japan to corporate POW camps, and others
to the infamous Changi Prison in Singapore.
Most, 220 of the survivors were shipped to
Burma to be slave laborers constructing the
Thai-Burma Death Railway.
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