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to celebrate with the city’s residents today. I 
urge my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating the City of Florence on this momentous 
occasion of its 200th Anniversary. I wish the 
city the best for another 200 years. 

f 

PUBLIC EDUCATION 

HON. MARK POCAN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 8, 2018 

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Speaker, public education 
is the foundation of our 21st Century democ-
racy. Our public schools are where our stu-
dents come to be educated in the fullest 
sense of the word as citizens of this great 
country. We strive every day to make every 
public school a place where we prepare the 
nation’s young people to contribute to our so-
ciety, economy, and citizenry. 

Ninety percent of American children attend 
public schools. We call on local, state, and 
federal lawmakers to prioritize support for 
strengthening our nation’s public schools and 
empowering local education leaders to imple-
ment, manage, and lead school districts in 
partnership with educators, parents, and other 
local education stakeholders and learning 
communities. This support would also provide 
for counseling, extra/co-curricular activities 
and mental health supports that are critical to 
help students engage in learning. 

We support and value inclusive and safe 
high-quality public schools where children 
learn to think critically, problem solve, and 
build relationships. We support an environ-
ment where all students can succeed begin-
ning in the earliest years, regardless of their 
zip code, the color of their skin, native lan-
guage, disability, gender/gender identity, immi-
gration status, religion, or social standing. 

We promote advancing equity and excel-
lence in public education, and implementing 
continuous improvement and evidence-based 
practices. Every child has the right to an edu-
cation that helps them reach their full potential 
and to attend schools that offer a high quality 
educational experience. 

We support stable, equitable, predictable, 
and adequate funding for great public schools 
for every student in America so that students 
have inviting classrooms and school libraries 
with up-to-date resources as well as well-pre-
pared and supported educators. These edu-
cators include teachers, paraprofessionals, 
and principals who provide a well-rounded and 
complete curriculum and create joy in learning. 
Our school buildings should have class sizes 
small enough to allow one-on-one attention 
and have access to support services such as 
health care, nutrition, and after-school pro-
grams for students who need them. 

We believe that public tax dollars should 
only support public schools that are publicly 
governed and accountable to parents, edu-
cators, and communities. In no way should 
local, state, or federal funding be taken away 
from public schools and given to private 
schools that are unaccountable to the public. 

We reiterate our love for public education 
and pride in our public schools. We will con-
tinue to promote the promise and purpose of 
public education, to elevate the great things 
happening every day in our public schools, 
and to engage communities about strategies 

that help students succeed. We affirm our 
commitment to fight for resources for public 
schools, and will be steadfast in our efforts to 
protect students and their families, public 
schools, and our communities from any poli-
cies that would undermine these values. 
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HONORING THE HEROIC SERVICE 
AND SACRIFICE OF BOONE COUN-
TY DEPUTY JACOB PICKETT 

HON. SUSAN W. BROOKS 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 8, 2018 

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with a heavy heart that I rise today to honor 
the life of an outstanding public servant, 
Boone County Deputy Jacob Pickett, who 
served his city and country with principle and 
integrity. Tragically, Deputy Pickett was killed 
in the line of duty on March 2, 2018. 

Deputy Pickett, or ‘‘Jake’’ as he was known 
to his family and friends, served in law en-
forcement for the last eight years. Jake made 
the decision every day to put his life on the 
line to make Indiana a safer place. A true 
Hoosier, Jake graduated from Brownsburg 
High School and then graduated from the Mar-
ion County Sheriffs Office Training Academy 
in 2010. In 2014, he was a member of class 
202 and completed training with the Indiana 
Law Enforcement Academy as a pistol expert. 

Jake served with the Boone County Sheriff’s 
Office for three years. Before joining the 
Boone County Sheriff’s Office, he served as a 
Deputy with the Tipton County Sheriff Depart-
ment. Jake also worked in the Marion County 
Jail. Although, I did not have the good fortune 
of knowing Deputy Pickett, I am incredibly 
proud of his heroic and brave actions to pro-
tect his fellow Hoosiers. 

On March 2, Jake pinned on his badge and 
went to work on what he thought would be an 
ordinary day on the job. He was out on patrol, 
and joined officers from the Lebanon Police 
Department in pursuit of three suspects. Dep-
uty Pickett was on foot in pursuit of the sus-
pects when he was fatally shot. Jake laid 
down his life to protect his community from a 
dangerous individual. His last moments dem-
onstrate the bravery, commitment, and sac-
rifice that he and his brothers and sisters in 
uniform display every day while working to 
make Indiana a safer and better state. Each 
and every day, officers like Jake put their lives 
in harm’s way to protect us. 

For the last two years, Jake led the Boone 
County Sheriff’s Department K–9 team. His 
partner was Brik, a brown and black German 
shepherd-Belgian Malinois. They began work-
ing together in March 2016, and Brik rarely left 
Jake’s side. On Tuesday, when Boone County 
Sheriff Mike Nielsen and prosecutors held a 
news conference to announce charges against 
the man accused of fatally shooting Jake, Brik 
was there with Sheriff Nielsen. 

I join with Sheriff Nielsen and all of Boone 
County in mourning Jake’s loss. As Sheriff 
Nielsen said, ‘‘There will forever be a loss felt 
in our community for him. He was a warrior, 
and he died laying down his life for you. He 
will never be forgotten.’’ 

Day after day, Jake displayed the compas-
sion and integrity of a true public servant. In 
uniform, Jake would greet children at school. 

When off-duty, Jake spent time saving rescue 
animals. Jake’s selflessness extended in 
death. He was an organ donor, and his heart 
saved the life of another patient at St. Vin-
cent’s Hospital in Indianapolis. 

Jake and his wife, Jennifer, were married for 
ten years and have two young sons. Jake was 
a beloved husband and a devoted father. In 
addition to his wife and two sons, Jake is sur-
vived by his parents, Marlin and Rebecca 
Pickett; his sister Kristi Woo and niece Han-
nah Woo; his parents-in-law, Jon and Carol 
Lindstrom; his brothers-in-law, Jeremy 
Lindstrom and Christopher Lindstrom. Deputy 
Pickett is a hero. 

Jake will be forever missed by his col-
leagues at the Boone County Sheriff’s office 
and by his family. The people of Indiana’s 
Fifth Congressional District are eternally grate-
ful for Jake’s contributions to our Hoosier com-
munity and it is my privilege to honor him 
today. On behalf of all Hoosiers, I would like 
to salute Deputy Jacob Pickett for his impact 
and service to our community. His work with 
the Boone County Sheriff’s Department and 
the K–9 unit were unmatched, and his pres-
ence will be greatly missed. I extend my deep-
est condolences to Jake’s family, the Boone 
County Sheriff’s Department, his friends, and 
the fellow officers who mourn his loss. My 
thoughts and prayers are with them. 
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RETIREMENT RECOGNITION FOR 
ROBERT HOLDEN 

HON. MARKWAYNE MULLIN 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 8, 2018 

Mr. MULLIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and applaud Robert Holden, a 
member of the Choctaw and Chickasaw 
Tribes, who joined the staff of the National 
Congress of American Indians (NCAI) in 1984 
and retired last December after 33 years of 
dedicated service to NCAI and to the millions 
of Native people that were foremost in his 
mind every day of his life. 

Many of you know that NCAI was begun in 
1944 at the peak of the Federal government’s 
‘‘Termination Policy,’’ which sought to dissolve 
Indian tribal governments and to assimilate In-
dian people into the mainstream of America. 
Today, NCAI is the oldest, largest and most 
representative tribal organization in the coun-
try, with more than 300 member tribes. 

When people in Congress or in public want 
to gauge the views of Indian Country on mat-
ters of health care, housing, cultural issues, 
economic development or sovereignty, they 
turn to NCAI. 

For more than three decades, these people 
have often talked to Robert who spent most of 
his career at NCAI when salaries were low, 
there was no proper retirement program or 
health care, and with few staff. This meant 
long days, evenings and weekends, travel 
away from home and family, and often-frus-
trating times getting the attention of decision- 
makers in Congress and Federal agencies. 

Working under the leadership of at least 6 
Executive Directors, Robert became, over 
time, the institutional and collective memory of 
the NCAI organization as well as the source of 
continuity that is so important to a member-
ship organization like NCAI. 
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None of these challenges could prevent 

Robert from persisting in his life’s work and 
his absolute dedication to the cause of tribal 
sovereignty and improving the lives of Indian 
people. 

Robert’s leadership and commitment to the 
mission of NCAI stabilized the organization 
through many internal changes and external 
challenges. 

Robert’s work for NCAI over the years has 
been varied and compelling. 

In the 1990’s he managed the Nuclear 
Waste Policy Committee for NCAI on a con-
tract with the U.S. Department of Energy, 
which anchored the organization’s finances 
during a very difficult period. By identifying 
other contract and grant opportunities, Robert 
generated millions of dollars to NCAI, making 
possible the good work of the organization 
over the years. 

Robert had great success on policy 
issues—particularly emergency response and 
tribal-friendly amendments to the Stafford Act, 
which he labored on for more than two dec-
ades. His efforts bore fruit when a window of 
opportunity opened after Hurricane Sandy 
and, as was typical of his work ethic, Robert 
jumped in with both feet. This is a prime ex-
ample of Robert’s patient but steady vision 
and how his long-term commitment has bene-
fitted not just NCAI but tribal communities 
across the United States. 

Robert is also leaving a legacy from his 
work with Native Veterans: his accomplish-
ments include the recent decision by the Vet-
erans Administration to expand the Tribal Vet-
erans Service Officers Program; Native Code 
Talker legislation; and the establishment and 
funding of the National Indian Veterans Memo-
rial, which will be housed on the grounds of 
the National Museum of the American Indian. 

As a strong supporter and advocate for Na-
tive political participation, Robert pressed for 
increased voter awareness and action in Na-
tive communities even before the ‘‘Native 
Vote’’ phenomenon took shape. 

In all of Robert’s work, his fundamental be-
lief in the wisdom of Indian people and the ca-
pacity of tribal governments to take on chal-
lenges of increasing technical complexity be-
fore long was one of the anchors of the Tribal 
Self-Governance movement, particularly in law 
enforcement and public safety. 

Robert Holden may have retired, but he is 
not going away. He plans to serve as an Am-
bassador at Large for NCAI, continuing to par-
ticipate in NCAI gatherings, and continuing to 
serve the Indian people and our country as he 
has done his whole adult life. 

In 2017, the NCAI’s member tribes unani-
mously passed Resolution MKE–17–027 titled 
‘‘Appreciation for Robert Holden.’’ Therefore, I 
include this Resolution in the RECORD. 

I am grateful to Robert for his life’s dedica-
tion to these important matters and for his in-
domitable spirit in making sure Indian tribes 
were always part of the discussion here in the 
halls of power in Washington, D.C. 

I ask my colleagues in the House to join me 
in wishing Robert all the best in whatever the 
Creator has in store for him in the years to 
come. 

APPRECIATION FOR ROBERT HOLDEN 
THE NATIONAL CONGRESS OF AMERICAN INDIANS 

Whereas, We, the members of the National 
Congress of American Indians of the United 
States, invoking the divine blessing of the 
Creator upon our efforts and purposes, in 

order to preserve for ourselves and our de-
scendants the inherent sovereign rights of 
our Indian nations, rights secured under In-
dian treaties and agreements with the 
United States, and all other rights and bene-
fits to which we are entitled under the laws 
and Constitution of the United States and 
the United Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples, to enlighten 
the public toward a better understanding of 
the Indian people, to preserve Indian cul-
tural values, and otherwise promote the 
health, safety and welfare of the Indian peo-
ple, do hereby establish and submit the fol-
lowing resolution; and 

Whereas, The National Congress of Amer-
ican Indians (NCAI) was established in 1944 
and is the oldest and largest national organi-
zation of American Indian and Alaska Native 
tribal governments; and 

Whereas, Robert Holden, the Deputy Direc-
tor of NCAI, is preparing for a well-deserved 
retirement; and 

Whereas, Robert started at NCAI in 1984 
and for 33 years has graciously shared his te-
nacity, resilience, intelligence and compas-
sion to make lasting change for tribal na-
tions; and 

Whereas, Robert’s leadership and commit-
ment to the mission of NCAI has stabilized 
the organization through many internal and 
external changes; and 

Whereas, For more than a decade Robert 
managed the important National Indian Nu-
clear Waste Policy Committee, with Russell 
Jim of the Yakama Nation serving as Chair-
man, at a time when Congress was consid-
ering the creation of a geologic repository at 
Yucca Mountain and the movement of sig-
nificant amounts of high-level nuclear waste 
across many reservations; and 

Whereas, Robert Holden has been a leader 
in promoting emergency and radiological 
preparedness and transportation safety and 
urged proactive steps to address impacts on 
Indian tribes and provide emergency re-
sponse capabilities; and 

Whereas, Robert Holden’s work led directly 
to the Stafford Act amendments authorizing 
Indian tribes, as sovereigns, to make disaster 
declarations directly to the President of the 
United States; and 

Whereas, Robert has been consistently 
committed to working with Native Veterans, 
and the expansion of tribal veterans services 
and Robert has kept forth issues such as the 
Native Code Talker Bill and a National In-
dian Veterans Memorial, and fought to keep 
the Veterans Committee going for every vet-
eran to attend at no cost; and 

Whereas, Robert has maintained exem-
plary commitment to voting participation in 
Indian Country; and 

Whereas, In all of Robert’s work, his sup-
port for the capacity of tribal government to 
take on challenges of increasing technical 
complexity has been one of the anchors of 
the SelfGovernance movement, particularly 
in law enforcement and public safety; and 

Whereas, Robert has developed and main-
tained hundreds of relationships with tribal 
leaders from around Indian country, building 
trust with NCAI; and 

Whereas, Robert plans to continue as an 
ambassador for NCAI, participating in the 
NCAI gatherings, continuing his lifelong 
commitment to advancing tribal sov-
ereignty, treaty rights, and the federal trust 
responsibility; and 

Whereas, words cannot capture the im-
measurable spirit and incomparable con-
tributions of Robert Holden to NCAI and to 
the whole of Indian Country; Now therefore 
be it 

Resolved, That the National Congress of 
American Indians (NCAI) expresses deep ap-
preciation, love, gratitude, friendship, and 
respect for Robert Holden. 

CERTIFICATION 
The foregoing resolution was adopted by 

the General Assembly at the 2017 Annual 
Session of the National Congress of Amer-
ican Indians, held at the Wisconsin Center in 
Milwaukee, WI, Oct 15, 2017–Oct 20, 2017, with 
a quorum present. 
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SALUTING THE ACHIEVEMENTS 
AND CONTRIBUTIONS OF 
GIOVANI ‘‘GIO’’ DOS SANTOS 
RAMÍREZ 

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 8, 2018 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to recognize Mr. Giovani ‘‘Gio’’ dos Santos 
Ramı́rez on his athletic and philanthropic con-
tributions to the Los Angeles community and 
beyond. 

Giovani, who was born May 11, 1989, is a 
Mexican professional soccer player who cur-
rently plays for the Major League Soccer club 
the Los Angeles Galaxy, as well as the Mex-
ico national team. He began his football career 
at a very young age, being recruited by Span-
ish club FC Barcelona and playing for their B 
team until age 18. Giovani made his way up 
the ranks, eventually debuting for the senior 
squad in 2007. That year, he was named by 
World Soccer Magazine as one of the ‘‘Top 50 
Most Exciting Teen Footballers.’’ 

As a member of the Mexico under–17 team, 
Giovani won the 2005 U17 World Champion-
ship held in Peru. In 2007, he made his debut 
for the senior national team in a victory over 
Panama on September 9, and represented El 
Tri at the 2010 and 2014 FIFA World Cups. 
With Mexico, he won the CONCACAF Gold 
Cup in 2009, 2011 and 2015, scoring in the 
2009 and 2011 finals and winning the 2009 
MVP award. He was also a member of the 
Mexican team that won the gold medal at the 
2012 Summer Olympics. 

Since joining the Los Angeles Galaxy, 
Giovani’s passion for giving back has led him 
and his brother to host community soccer 
events in LA. In July 2017, Giovani and his 
brother Jonathan hosted a community soccer 
clinic based on the values and methods they 
have acquired over the course of their ca-
reers. The brothers contributed to the edu-
cational and athletic development of aspiring 
low-income young soccer players by helping 
shape their skills and guiding them on a path 
to becoming future stars. I commend them for 
this project, for their desire to give back to the 
community, and for their willingness to share 
their career lessons with young people. I un-
derstand the clinic was an unforgettable expe-
rience for the youth in attendance. 

On March 17, 2018, Giovani will support the 
community once again by appearing for his 
fans in South Gate, California, to support the 
biggest Soccer Community Tournament in Los 
Angeles County history. The tournament will 
be hosted by the largest Latin regional record 
label, DEL Records, a company 
headquartered in Bell Gardens in my 40th 
Congressional District. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a privilege to salute 
Giovani dos Santos Ramı́rez for his achieve-
ments on the playing field and in the commu-
nity. I ask my colleagues to please join me in 
applauding his outstanding contributions. 
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