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RECOGNITION OF CORPORAL 
ROBERT H. MEIER 

HON. DAVE BRAT 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 8, 2018 

Mr. BRAT. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize 
Corporal Robert H. Meier. Corporal Meier 
served in the 88th Division which served in 
continuous combat operations for 14 months. 
Corporal Meier would eventually make the ulti-
mate sacrifice as a soldier in Castleforte, Italy 
in 1944 where he was killed in action. Cor-
poral Meier’s nephew, Bob Meier, recognized 
that his uncle should have, in addition to re-
ceiving the Purple Heart, received Combat In-
fantryman’s Badge and Bronze Star. 

Because of Bob Meier’s effort, and the work 
of my staff and the U.S. Army we were able 
to ensure that Corporal Meier received his 
medals posthumously and that his legacy will 
be passed along to future generations. 

f 

CHINA IN AFRICA: THE NEW 
COLONIALISM? 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 8, 2018 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, 
yesterday we held a hearing on China in Afri-
ca. The hearing analyzed China’s activity and 
engagement in sub-Saharan Africa. In par-
ticular, we looked into what motivates China 
and how Chinese involvement has affected Af-
rican countries. 

While a number of African nations have wel-
comed Chinese engagement and investment, 
it often comes at a cost: a focus on extractive 
industries, entanglement with a neo-mer-
cantilist trade policy and a tendency to adopt 
‘‘worst practices’’ that prop up kleptocrats and 
autocrats—such as the DR Congo’s Joseph 
Kabila—while fueling corruption in an effort to 
win contracts. 

China’s engagement in Africa once was 
driven by revolutionary ideology, motivated by 
competition with the Soviet Union as much as 
it was directed at ‘‘capitalist roaders’’ aligned 
with the United States. In Angola, for example, 
in 1975, Soviet-backed Communists bested 
Chinese-backed revolutionary rivals, including 
Jonas Savimbi, who was a Maoist before he 
was reborn in the 1980s as an anti-Com-
munist freedom fighter. 

Today, China’s one-time Marxist-Leninist- 
Maoist impulse has been softened to the point 
of almost—but not quite—disappearing, with 
revolution replaced by infrastructure projects, 
trade missions, soft loans and scholarships for 
promising African students. 

While on the one hand Africa needs invest-
ment and it needs infrastructure, we see a 
worrisome trend of African countries sliding 
into indebtedness to China, accumulating bur-

dens that may be beyond their capacity to 
meet. 

All too often, the roads China builds are 
meant to allow it access to mineral resources 
that it can extract and ship to China, or are 
part of its ‘‘One-Belt, One-Road’’ initiative 
which is designed to benefit China, ultimately, 
and help it project power. Further, as anyone 
who has been to Africa has observed, these 
grand construction projects often utilize Chi-
nese engineers and workers, not Africans. 

As we heard yesterday from the witnesses, 
nowhere in Africa is the problem of indebted-
ness more pronounced than in Djibouti—a 
strategically important country in the Horn of 
Africa which sits astride the Mandeb Strait, 
and one of only five African countries which 
Secretary of State Tillerson is visiting on his 
trip to Africa this week. 

A former French colony, Djibouti hosts a 
French military base, and an American one at 
Camp Lemonnier. And, since last summer, 
Djibouti also hosts China’s only permanent 
military base outside of China. Query whether 
that concession, fraught with geopolitical impli-
cations, is linked to leverage China is able to 
exert due to Djibouti’s vulnerability on indebt-
edness. 

China’s overall foreign aid and financial le-
verage on the continent has been difficult to 
quantify, as has demonstrating how that trans-
lates into influence. Yeoman work in this re-
gard has been done by AidData at the College 
of William & Mary which, in written testimony 
that was submitted as part of the record today, 
demonstrates a correlation with how an Afri-
can country votes at the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly with how much aid it receives 
from China. 

Another strategically important country with 
high indebtedness to China that the Secretary 
will visit is Ethiopia. It is also a country where 
China has most clearly aligned itself with re-
pressive forces. In addition to assisting the 
government in controlling information flows, 
such as via signal jamming of Voice of Amer-
ican and BBC broadcasts, the Chinese Com-
munist Party has engaged with Ethiopia’s rul-
ing party on ‘‘training and exchanges.’’ 

As the Brookings Institution has docu-
mented, cadres from the ruling Ethiopian Peo-
ple’s Revolutionary Democratic Front ‘‘were 
taught comprehensively how to manage their 
own organizational structure, ideological work, 
propaganda system, [and] cadre education.’’ 

Thus, it seems ideology still matters with re-
gard to how China engages Africa. It is no co-
incidence that Ethiopia has become one of the 
most repressive regimes on the continent, and 
the subject of a House resolution focused on 
Ethiopia’s abusive practices that Ms. BASS and 
I have sponsored, H. Res. 128. Whereas the 
U.S. emphasizes good governance, it suits 
China’s interest to train its partners in old-style 
Leninism. 

We also heard from one of our witnesses on 
how China projects power in the form of Con-
fucius Institutes located in close to forty Afri-
can nations. This subcommittee has held 
hearings on how China in our own country 

and elsewhere uses these Institutes to push a 
Sinocentric narrative which aligns with Com-
munist Party propaganda and curtails aca-
demic freedom. 

In addition to utilizing Confucius Institutes to 
train Mandarin speakers and indoctrinate stu-
dents with a pro-China world view, China is 
expanding its media presence in Africa. Kenya 
is the country with the largest penetration of 
Chinese media and the highest level of brand 
recognition, according to our Broadcasting 
Board of Governors, which oversees the Voice 
of America and which recently conducted a 
survey of China’s media presence in Africa. It 
should be noted that of five major international 
networks in Kenya, China’s news broadcasts 
were the least trusted. 

Here also is a thought for Voice of America 
and the Broadcasting Board of Governors to 
consider—add Mandarin programming to the 
repertoire of languages in which you broad-
cast in Africa. By broadcasting objective news 
stories in Mandarin, you will expose not only 
African students learning Mandarin to more 
truthful media, but you will be able to reach 
the estimated million or so Chinese living or 
working in Africa with news that they are oth-
erwise unable to access. 

China is also Kenya’s largest bilateral lend-
er, and one of the three highest debtor nations 
to China in Africa, along with Djibouti and Ethi-
opia. It is also a country where Secretary 
Tillerson will be visiting. On his trip, he may 
want to highlight the following anecdote, which 
I believe aptly contrasts China’s Africa en-
gagement with that of the United States. 

Health commodities supplied by USAID, in-
cluding life-saving anti-retrovirals distributed as 
part of our PEPFAR program and anti-malarial 
commodities, used to be shipped to and 
stored in a warehouse near Nairobi for dis-
tribution not only throughout Kenya, but also in 
neighboring East African countries as well. 

Then in July 2013, Kenya’s parliament im-
posed a 1.5 per cent levy on all imports to 
Kenya to help pay for a nearly $4 billion rail-
road from the port of Mombasa to Nairobi built 
by the state-owned China Road and Bridge 
Corporation. Donated goods—including anti- 
retrovirals for Kenyans living with HIV/AIDS— 
were subject to this levy to help pay Kenya’s 
debt to China. 

As a result of this, the flow of life-saving 
commodities into Kenya and neighboring 
countries was burdened and slowed. Kenya’s 
Ministry of Health offered to step in and pay 
the levy, but their payments were often de-
layed by some two months. Meanwhile, de-
murrage charges attributable to clearance 
delays continued to accrue, and had to be 
paid by the U.S. taxpayer. 

Ultimately, over a year later, Kenya’s par-
liament amended the legislation to exclude do-
nated goods from the Chinese railway-pay-
ment levy, but the damage had been done. 
Today, due to this experience and other fac-
tors related to logistics and a new USAID im-
plementing partner, USAID no longer uses a 
warehouse in Kenya. Storage and distribution 
has been moved offshore, to a location less- 
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centrally located but one hopes less prone to 
disruption. 

How did this warehouse episode, borne out 
of Kenya’s need to repay debt to China, ben-
efit Kenyans suffering from HIV/AIDS? How 
did it affect the ability of Kenya to serve as a 
regional distribution hub for East Africa, with 
all the collateral economic benefits that accrue 
from this purely humanitarian initiative paid for 
by U.S. taxpayers? More broadly, where is 
China’s PEPFAR, or the equivalent of the 
President’s Malaria Initiative? 

These are questions which Africa’s leaders, 
and the African people, need to consider. 

f 

SEPARATE AND UNEQUAL: RACISM 
AND POVERTY 50 YEARS AFTER 
THE KERNER REPORT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MARCIA L. FUDGE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 5, 2018 

Ms. FUDGE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the 50th anniversary of the 
Kerner Report. 

In 1968, the National Advisory Commission 
on Civil Disorders, known as the Kerner Com-
mission, found that the civil unrest in the Afri-
can American community was a result of white 
racism. From employment and housing dis-
crimination to segregated and underfunded 
schools, racism was the root cause of sys-
temic poverty plaguing African Americans. 

In 1969, the theme for Delta Sigma Theta 
under the leadership of the late Frankie Muse 
Freeman was,‘‘One Nation or Two?’’ As we 
continue to ask ourselves that same question 
50 years later, it is clear that civil rights is still 
unfinished business. 

According to 2016 Census data, 12.7 per-
cent of Americans live in poverty. For African 
Americans, the poverty rate is nearly double 
the national rate at 22 percent. And 33 per-
cent of African American children are growing 
up in poverty. 

The persistent racial wealth divide and lack 
of economic progress among African Ameri-
cans is cause for alarm. 

The Black unemployment rate has risen to 
7.7 percent and continues to be nearly double 
that of White workers. In 1968, it was 6.8 per-
cent. 

The median net worth for Black families is 
$17,600, compared to $171,000 for white fam-
ilies. When it comes to homeownership, 71 
percent of White households are homeowners 
compared to 41 percent of Black house-
holds—practically the same as in 1968. 

On the campaign trail, the President said 
inner cities were more dangerous than war 
zones and repeatedly asked the African Amer-
ican community, ‘‘What do you have to lose?’’ 

Every day, the Trump Administration’s eco-
nomic policies make clear what African Ameri-
cans and communities of color have to lose: 
economic opportunity and upward mobility. 

The President’s lopsided tax cut added at 
least $1.5 trillion to the national deficit with 
likely offsets to earned benefits and social 
safety net programs many families depend on 
like Social Security, Medicare, Medicaid, and 
SNAP. 

The President’s budget would reduce fund-
ing for SNAP by $213 billion over the next 10 

years and force 16 million households to sur-
vive on so-called ‘‘Harvest Boxes’’ that will 
cost more than they save in dollars and 
human capital. These proposed ‘‘ration boxes’’ 
are demeaning to families: shelf stable milk, 
ready to eat cereals, canned meat, fruits and 
vegetables, peanut butter and pasta. Is this 
what we have come to? This is the same Re-
publican Party who told us that we couldn’t 
provide our children healthy meals in schools. 

While roughly 1 in 6 Black households 
spend more than 50 percent of their income 
on housing, the President’s budget eliminates 
the National Housing Trust Fund and U.S. 
Interagency Council on Homelessness, the 
legal aid program which helps families avoid 
unwarranted evictions, the Community Devel-
opment Block Grant program, and the HOME 
Investment Partnerships Program. 

Republicans in Congress and this Adminis-
tration have chosen to rob the American peo-
ple of resources that could put people to work 
building infrastructure, improve public edu-
cation, child care, and health care. Time and 
again, their proposals benefit the wealthy and 
hurt the working poor and communities of 
color. 

It’s no coincidence that the President wants 
to eliminate diversity visas and prevent immi-
grants from Africa and Asia from coming into 
this country. It’s no coincidence that our fellow 
Americans in the U.S. Virgin Islands and Puer-
to Rico are still suffering and can’t get the re-
sources needed to truly rebuild after Hurricane 
Irma and Hurricane Maria. Black and Brown 
people are not wanted. They need not apply 
here. 

As we look ahead to the next fifty years, will 
this be one America or two? One Black and 
Brown, one White? One rich, one poor? 

America will only be great if we ensure our 
policies create opportunities for all Americans 
and address the structural racism that pre-
serves the racial wealth divide. If we don’t di-
rect needed resources to communities of high-
est need, they will never catch up. 

f 

HONORING THE DISTINGUISHED 
CAREERS OF TOMMY AARON, 
TONY HERDENER AND BEN LAN-
CASTER 

HON. DOUG COLLINS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 8, 2018 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize three northeast Geor-
gians whom neighbors recently honored at the 
2018 Gainesville American Values Dinner: 
Tommy Aaron, Tony Herdener, and Ben Lan-
caster. 

Tommy Aaron graduated from Gainesville 
High School, where he won the 1955 state 
title in golf. After joining the Professional 
Golfers’ Association Tour, he won the Master’s 
Tournament in 1973. 

Tony Herdener has served the people of 
northeast Georgia as the Chief Financial Offi-
cer of Northeast Georgia Health System for 23 
years. In his position, Herdener grew the orga-
nization into one of the largest health systems 
in Georgia. 

Ben Lancaster serves as an officer at Crys-
tal Farms. Members of AgriTrust of Georgia 
appointed him to their Board of Trustees, 

where he has helped steward a workers’ com-
pensation insurance program to assist agri-
businesses across the state. 

These three men have inspired their neigh-
bors through their leadership, and I’m thankful 
for their example. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF JAMES JAY 
DELANEY, RECIPIENT OF THE 
2018 GREATER PITTSTON FRIEND-
LY SONS’ SWINGLE AWARD 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 8, 2018 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize James Jay Delaney, who 
will receive the W. Francis Swingle Award 
from the Greater Pittston Friendly Sons of St. 
Patrick. Jay will be honored formally during 
the Friendly Sons’ 104th annual celebration on 
March 17, 2018. He has been part of the 
Wilkes-Barre Fire Department since 1981 and 
has served as the city’s fire chief for the past 
13 years. 

Chief Delaney is a longtime resident of 
Avoca, Pennsylvania and a graduate of St. 
John the Evangelist High School. He attended 
Luzerne County Community College to study 
Fire Science Technology. He has completed 
advanced course work at the National Fire 
Academy in Emmitsburg, Maryland and at the 
Center for Domestic Preparedness in Annis-
ton, Alabama. He is also a certified para-
medic. 

In addition to his role as chief, Delaney 
serves as Wilkes-Barre’s Emergency Manage-
ment Coordinator. Under Chief Delaney’s 
leadership, the Wilkes-Barre Fire Department’s 
ISO Public Protection Classification was ele-
vated to Class 2, which put Wilkes-Barre in 
the top 1 percent of fire departments in Penn-
sylvania. He has been responsible for secur-
ing a substantial amount of federal support 
and has made multiple upgrades to the city’s 
emergency response operations and equip-
ment. 

Chief Delaney has earned appointments by 
Governor Ed Rendell to the Pennsylvania 
Game Commission Board of Commissioners 
and by Governor Tom Wolf to the Governor’s 
Advisory Council for Hunting, Fishing, and 
Conservation. 

He resides in the Miners Mills section of 
Wilkes-Barre with his wife, the former Valerie 
Sakaduski. They have three children, Sarah, 
Jamie and Megan and seven grandchildren. 

It is an honor to recognize Chief Delaney as 
he accepts the W. Francis Swingle Award. I 
am grateful to him for having spent his entire 
career in service to the people of Northeastern 
Pennsylvania. His 37 years as a firefighter is 
an outstanding contribution to the community. 
I wish him all the best this St. Patrick’s Day. 

f 

DUI REPORTING ACT 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 8, 2018 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of the DUI Reporting Act, a bill I intro-
duced today with my colleague STEVE CHABOT 
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