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SPECIAL OLYMPIAN, ‘‘BEEBO’’ 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 5, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, once 
Brendan West picked up a basketball, he was 
never able to put it down. Nicknamed 
‘‘Beebo,’’ Brendan is a 22 year old Special 
Olympian from Houston, Texas, who has be-
come an aficionado of the game of basketball. 

Beebo has Roberts Syndrome, a genetic 
disorder that delays the growth of limbs and 
facial features. He was born without arms, so 
naturally he learned to do everything with his 
feet. His father, Ray, and his mother, Ann, 
adopted Beebo when he was 6 weeks old. 
Doctors told his parents he wouldn’t be able to 
do anything other than eat and go to the bath-
room. His diagnosis didn’t keep Beebo down 
for long, continuing to defy the odds. 

Just about anytime and anywhere, you can 
find a smile on Beebo’s face and a basketball 
between his feet. Beebo first learned how to 
play basketball when he was in Jr. High. With 
just his feet, he is able to dribble and shoot 
the ball with deadly accuracy. His basketball 
skills have earned him multiple titles and pro-
pelled him forward as an award winning Spe-
cial Olympian. Beebo was even honored with 
an honorary ESPY, the Excellence in Sports 
Performance Yearly Award, last year. The 
basketball star has shot hoops with NBA play-
er James Harden and even played with the 
world-renowned Harlem Globetrotters. Beebo 
is not only an amazing basketball player, but 
also an exceptional bowler and tennis player, 
winning gold medals in both events. 

Perhaps the most shining quality Beebo ex-
udes is his personality. When you step onto a 
basketball court, you can hear Beebo’s laugh 
echoing from every corner. His enthusiasm for 
the game of basketball and life is infectious, 
and he inspires everyone around him. 

I am honored to be able to spread the in-
spiring story of Beebo. His resiliency, deter-
mination, and grit all are to be admired and 
something we should all seek in our lives. 

He is the perfect embodiment of what it 
means to be a Special Olympian and 
Houstonian. Keep playing basketball, Beebo, 
we will all be cheering him on. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 5, 2018 

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, I regrettably 
missed votes on Monday February 26 and 
Tuesday February 27, 2018. I had intended to 
vote ‘‘yes’’ on Roll Call vote 81, ‘‘yes’’ on vote 
82, ‘‘no’’ on vote 83, ‘‘no’’ on vote 84, ‘‘no’’ on 
vote 85, ‘‘no’’ on vote 86, ‘‘no’’ on vote 87, 
‘‘yes’’ on vote 88, ‘‘no’’ on vote 89, ‘‘yes’’ on 
vote 90, and ‘‘yes’’ on vote 91. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BONNIE WATSON COLEMAN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 5, 2018 

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr. Speaker, 
due to an excused absence on February 14, 
2018, I was unable to vote on Roll Call Vote 
Nos. 72 through 78. Had I been present I 
would have voted in the following matter: 

On Roll Call Vote No. 72 on ordering the 
Previous Question for H. Res. 736 I intended 
to vote NAY. 

On Roll Call Vote No. 73 on Agreeing to the 
Resolution for H. Res. 736 I intended to vote 
NAY. 

On Roll Call Vote No. 74 on Motion to Sus-
pend the Rules and Agree to H.R. 3542, 
Hamas Human Shields Prevention Act, as 
amended, I intended to vote YEA. 

On Roll Call Vote No. 75 on Motion to Sus-
pend the Rules and Agree to H. Res. 129, 
Calling on the Department of Defense, other 
elements of the Federal Government, and for-
eign governments to intensify efforts to inves-
tigate, recover, and identify all missing and un-
accounted-for personnel of the United States, 
I intended to vote YEA. 

On Roll Call Vote No. 76 on Motion to Re-
commit with Instructions H.R. 3978, TRID Im-
provement Act, I intended to vote YEA. 

On Roll Call Vote No. 77 on Passage of 
H.R. 3978, TRID Improvement Act, I intended 
to vote NAY. 

On Roll Call Vote No. 78 on Passage of 
H.R. 3299, Protecting Consumers Access to 
Credit Act of 2017, I intended to vote NAY. 

f 

IN HONOR OF HOWARD AND JOAN 
KUNESH’S 71ST WEDDING ANNI-
VERSARY 

HON. LIZ CHENEY 
OF WYOMING 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 5, 2018 

Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
extend my congratulations to Howard and 
Joan Kunesh on the celebration of their 71st 
Wedding Anniversary. 

This significant benchmark is a symbol of 
their commitment to each other and to their 
family. I am happy to join their friends and 
family in extending my best to them on this 
special occasion. 

Again, Mr. Speaker, I would like to extend 
my congratulations to Howard and Joan on 
the celebration of their 71st Wedding Anniver-
sary. I wish them the best today and for many 
more blessed years to come. 

f 

PI KAPPA ALPHA 150TH 
ANNIVERSARY RECOGNITION 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 5, 2018 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and to recognize the Pi Kappa Alpha 
International Fraternity—a values-based men’s 
fraternal organization with more than 225 

chapters in the United States and Canada, ap-
proximately 16,000 undergraduate members, 
and over 290,000 lifetime members. In 2018, 
Pi Kappa Alpha celebrated the 150th anniver-
sary of its founding on March 1, 1868 at the 
University of Virginia when six young men 
joined together and resolved to form a frater-
nity for the establishment of friendship on a 
firmer and more lasting basis. Their commit-
ment to high ideals of scholarship, leadership 
and gentlemanly behavior remain strong to 
this day. 

In 1868 there were 38 states. Pi Kappa 
Alpha predates two rows of stars on the Amer-
ican Flag. The nation of Canada, home to sev-
eral Pi Kappa Alpha chapters, was founded 
one year earlier in 1867. The fIrst organized 
baseball and football games were played in 
1869. Coca-Cola was founded in 1886 and 
basketball was fIrst played in 1891. 

Pi Kappa Alpha has persevered and grown 
through world wars, generational and cultural 
changes, depressions, recessions, and other 
challenges on college campuses that have at 
times threatened its existence. Its members 
have explored space, served as leaders of 
business and industry, filled the ranks of pub-
lic servants in the arenas of education, gov-
ernment and the military; authored books; per-
formed on athletic fields and entertainment 
venues. 

Throughout its history Pi Kappa Alpha has 
answered the call to arms to preserve and 
protect the United States of America and its 
friends and allies. More than 600 Pi Kappa Al-
phas are recognized as Gold Star Heroes, 
making the ultimate sacrifIce in conflicts dating 
back to the Spanish American War and includ-
ing the War on Terror today. 

Pi Kappa Alpha has prepared nearly 
300,000 men to lead on their campuses and 
in their homes, communities, and businesses. 
It has endured and it thrives today because 
valuing friendship, showing love for your fellow 
man and defending the truth of its ideals are 
timeless, lifelong virtues. 

Nearly 16,000 PIKE student members are 
impacting and influencing their campuses and 
communities today, serving as leaders in stu-
dent government, Interfraternity councils, 
sports teams and student organizations. Col-
lectively, PIKE chapters annually perform over 
360,000 hours of community service and do-
nate more than $3.6 million to philanthropy. 

These student leaders are supported by 
2,500 men (and women) who volunteer to 
serve on advisory boards and house corpora-
tions. Over 150 alumni associations ensure 
that the admonition, ‘‘Once a Pike, Always a 
Pike,’’ remains true, inspiring the lifetime fra-
ternal experience for its members. 

Pi Kappa Alpha seeks to enrich the under-
graduate experience and the quality of its vol-
unteer support through a comprehensive, in-
dustry-leading educational program that incor-
porates all aspects of the Fraternity including 
scholastic performance, personal develop-
ment, leadership training, innovative learning, 
community engagement, campus involvement 
and participation. 

Today, in its 150th year, Pi Kappa Alpha 
calls upon its members to live anew its legacy, 
to reflect on the principles of its Founders and 
to commit to a strong future for its great broth-
erhood. As a proud member of the Pi Kappa 
Alpha International Fraternity, I would like to 
congratulate the fraternity on its 150 years of 
success. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF CHIEF 

THOMAS J. MORAN OF THE BUF-
FALO POLICE DEPARTMENT 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 5, 2018 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to the exemplary life 
and career of Thomas J. Moran, Chief of the 
‘‘A’’ District of the Buffalo Police Department, 
who passed away on March 1st of this year. 
Chief Moran was 49 years old. 

Chief Moran first joined the Buffalo Police 
Department on February 4, 1994 at age 25, a 
recent graduate of the State University of New 
York at Brockport. 

In May of 2006, he received the Edward H. 
Butler Award for Heroism for having success-
fully disrupted an armed robbery of a retail 
store in the Ferry-Fillmore district where he 
had been stationed. 

After performing admirably in various roles 
as a Police Officer for eighteen years, he was 
promoted to the rank of Lieutenant in April of 
2012, and again promoted to Chief in June of 
2013. 

As Chief of the ‘‘A’’ District covering South 
Buffalo and the adjacent neighborhoods, he 
was known for his responsiveness and en-
gagement with community stakeholders, for 
his clear leadership and helpful mentorship of 
the officers under his command, and for his 
dedication and commitment to the citizens of 
the City of Buffalo, to the Buffalo Police De-
partment, and to the principles of law and 
order. 

Like so many in my community, I am grate-
ful to have known Chief Moran and to have 
called him a friend. I shall remain grateful for 
his leadership, and his work to serve and pro-
tect the people of South Buffalo and the entire 
City of Buffalo. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join with me and 
with Members of the House to express our 
deepest condolences to his wife, Kelly, to his 
daughters Ava and Lila, and to the entire fam-
ily of the late Chief Tom Moran, and join me 
in recognizing his many years of dedicated 
public service. 

f 

HONORING DEBBIE DAVIS 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 5, 2018 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Debbie Davis, editor and assistant 
publisher of The Davis Enterprise, for her 
service to the Davis community and to con-
gratulate her on her retirement. 

For over 38 years, Ms. Davis has helped 
unite and inform the Davis community through 
her work at The Davis Enterprise. Her work 
expertise has earned her a reputation as a re-
spected journalist, and there is no doubt in my 
mind that her legacy will leave a lasting impact 
on the Davis community. 

The breadth of Ms. Davis’ accomplishments 
is in itself an achievement, and some of her 
most notable milestones include developing 
the 2017 centennial magazine that celebrated 
the businesses and leaders that built the 

Davis community, the ‘‘Those Who Make 
Memories’’ book, and over 10,700 editions of 
The Davis Enterprise. 

I speak on behalf of the entire Davis com-
munity when I say thank you to Debbie Davis 
for her generous service to our community. I 
wish her the best as she enjoys her well-de-
served retirement. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JACK BERGMAN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 5, 2018 

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, on Roll Call 
Votes Nos. 83, 84, 85, 86 and 87 I am not re-
corded because I was not present in the 
House for that vote series. Had I been 
present, I would have voted in the following 
manner. 

On Roll Call No. 83, I would have voted 
YEA. 

On Roll Call No. 84, I would have voted 
YEA. 

On Roll Call No. 85, I would have voted 
YEA. 

On Roll Call No. 86, I would have voted 
YEA. 

On Roll Call No. 87, I would have voted 
YEA. 

f 

RUSSELL N. COLLINS, JR. 

HON. DONALD NORCROSS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 5, 2018 

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life and legacy of the late Russell 
N. Collins, Jr., of Palmyra, New Jersey, for his 
service to our nation. 

Russell N. Collins Jr. was born in Camden, 
New Jersey in 1925. He attended Woodrow 
Wilson High School where he was a gifted 
drum player in the school band. Upon learning 
of the surprise attack on the American naval 
base at Pearl Harbor, Mr. Collins enlisted into 
the United States Navy and proudly served his 
country during World War II as an original 
crew member of the USS New Jersey (BB– 
62), from 1943 to 1946. 

After the war, Mr. Collins returned home to 
New Jersey and married his high school 
sweetheart, Helen S. Collins. They were mar-
ried more than fifty years until Mrs. Collins’ 
passing in 2004. 

Later in life, Mr. Collins would return to the 
Battleship New Jersey, where he served as a 
volunteer and valued member of the floating 
Museum and Memorial along the Camden, 
New Jersey waterfront. 

Mr. Collins is remembered by those close to 
him as having a hearty laugh, a gentle grin 
and was adept at storytelling. He was a 
Mason, a Shriner and an Odd Fellow, and was 
never seen without his USS New Jersey hat. 

On December 21, 2017, Mr. Collins passed 
away at the age of 92. He was the last mu-
seum volunteer who served as a U.S. Navy 
sailor on the Battleship during World War II. 
Mr. Collin’s life was a rich collection of love, 
friendship, loyalty, bravery, and heroism. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Russell N. Collins, Jr. was 
a true American hero. I ask you to join me in 

celebrating this patriot and his selfless sac-
rifices on behalf of our grateful nation. 

f 

IN HONOR OF JIM AND JEAN 
LAKE’S 50TH WEDDING ANNIVER-
SARY 

HON. LIZ CHENEY 
OF WYOMING 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, March 5, 2018 

Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
extend my congratulations to Jim and Jean 
Lake on the celebration of their 50th Wedding 
Anniversary. 

This significant benchmark is a symbol of 
their commitment to each other and to their 
family. I am happy to join their friends and 
family in extending my best to them on this 
special occasion. 

Again, Mr. Speaker, I would like to extend 
my congratulations to Jim and Jean on the 
celebration of their 50th Wedding Anniversary. 
I wish them the best today and for many more 
blessed years to come. 

f 

RETIREMENT RECOGNITION FOR 
DIANE DZURISIN 

HON. CHELLIE PINGREE 
OF MAINE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, March 5, 2018 

Ms. PINGREE. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
recognize a tireless and visionary veteran and 
federal employee for her work to protect and 
improve the lives of her fellow citizens. 

Diane Dzurisin is retiring after seventeen 
years with the VA, two decades in the military, 
and six years of long-term care nursing. It has 
been said that if you choose work that you 
love, then you never have to work another 
day. I suspect that has been the case for 
Diane during her impressive career. When my 
constituent services staff has needed guid-
ance to resolve the most challenging VA 
cases, she has never failed to ensure that 
each veteran’s concerns were appropriately 
and expeditiously addressed. Her awareness 
of and sensitivity to the unique challenges of 
adjudicating claims following military sexual 
trauma has lifted the burdens and changed 
the lives of countless veterans. 

People like Diane Dzurisin never really re-
tire—they reinvent. On behalf of a grateful na-
tion, I want to thank her for her service, honor 
her for her dedication to veterans, and wish 
her all the best as she embarks on this new 
journey. 

f 

HONORING ELAINE BROWN ON HER 
75TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, March 5, 2018 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor 
the 75th birthday of Elaine Brown, a commu-
nity leader, civil rights activist, and advocate 
for the underrepresented. 

Elaine Brown was born on March 2, 1943, 
in North Philadelphia, an area affected by sig-
nificant poverty and racial segregation. She 
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