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Given the above, | ask that this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations and join me to
celebrate Betsy Wright and her extraordinary
career.

TRIBUTE TO PETER J. FREEMAN

HON. EDWARD R. ROYCE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 21, 2018

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in order to recognize the remarkable
Peter J. Freeman, my Deputy Chief of Staff
and Senior Advisor for the House Foreign Af-
fairs Committee. He is a passionate public
servant, and talented member of my staff.

Peter first arrived on Capitol Hill, over two
decades ago, as a humble House Page hail-
ing from Bainbridge Island, Washington. He
returned to the area soon thereafter to attend
and graduate from Georgetown University’s
Walsh School of Foreign Service. He then
found himself back on the Hill in the office of
Rep. Deborah Pryce (R—OH), where he rose
through the ranks, becoming Deputy Chief of
Staff. Along the way, he worked on various
bills, including a federal backstop for commer-
cial terrorism insurance, a bill prohibiting job
discrimination based on sexual orientation,
and various bills impacting affordable housing.

Peter developed an expertise on financial
services issues, which served him well when
he returned to Capitol Hill in my office. In his
position, he helped me with flood insurance
reform, economic regulatory relief, anti-money
laundering, terrorism financing, housing fi-
nance, and credit score competition legisla-
tion, among others.

Peter did a remarkable job in managing my
office. He helped me assemble a great team,
provided valuable counsel; and helped me to
fulfill my vision during our time together. While
| am retiring, Peter will always be an es-
teemed and unforgettable member of the
Royce Team. His dedicated intellect, his wit,
and his ability to connect with people on all
levels and all sides of the political spectrum
are qualities that make him a rare entity on
Capitol Hill. But Peter's greatest asset is his
passion to serve. And | am grateful that he
chose to serve my constituents of the 39th
District of California, the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, and the nation.

| thank Peter, and wish him the very best of
luck for the next chapter of his life.

———

CONGRATULATING JOHN DAVID ON
HIS RETIREMENT FROM WQAD

HON. CHERI BUSTOS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 21, 2018

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize John David, who is retiring from Mo-
line, lllinois’ TV station, WQAD. Mr. David has
been reporting for 29 years at WQAD and has
become an integral part of the Quad Cities
community.

Mr. David grew up in Southern California,
where he began his broadcasting career at
age 16 for KCSN-FM. He graduated cum
laude from Occidental College in Los Angeles
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with degrees in Political Science and Theater
Arts and Rhetoric. He then went on to receive
a Master's degree in Broadcast Journalism
with distinction from Northwestern University.
Mr. David is best known for reporting on the
rise and fall of American manufacturing and its
toll on the workforce. His documentary,
“Where Did the Jobs Go?” received the 2006
Regional RTNDA Edward R. Murrow Award
for a news documentary. As a former reporter,
| understand the demands of this work and
thank David for his commitment to informing
our community.

It is because of dedicated community lead-
ers such as Mr. David that | am especially
proud to serve lllinois’ 17th Congressional Dis-
trict. Mr. Speaker, | would like to again for-
mally congratulate Mr. David on his well-
earned retirement and thank him for all of his
contributions and service to our community.

———————

COL. TONY JACK BUCKLES, U.S.
ARMY (RET.)

HON. JUAN VARGAS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 21, 2018

Mr. VARGAS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of Col. Tony Jack Buckles, U.S.
Army (Ret.) and his years of dedication to our
country and the communities of California’s
51st Congressional District.

Col. Tony Jack Buckles, of Pensacola, FL
passed away at the age of 69 on December
5, 2018 following a heroic battle with cancer.
He is survived by: his wife of 49 years, Nancy
C. Buckles; his children: Jonathan (Lauren)
Buckles; and Elizabeth (James) Deck; his six
beautiful granddaughters: Brenton, Madeline,
Catherine, and Elizabeth Buckles and Emilia
and Enslie Deck and his mother, Billie Buck-
les.

Tony was born on November 5, 1949 to
Jack and Billie Buckles in Elizabethton, TN.
Tony was an alumnus of East Tennessee
State University. He was commissioned in
June of 1971 as an Armor Officer and after
graduating the Armor Officer Orientation
Course, Airborne School, and Ranger School,
Tony began his distinguished service assigned
to the U.S. Army’s Third Armored Division in
the Federal Republic of Germany.

Tony graduated from many courses, includ-
ing the Infantry Officer Advanced Course, the
United States Marine Corp’s Command and
Staff College, and achieved the status of dis-
tinguished graduate of the National War Col-
lege at Fort McNair, Washington, DC. Tony’s
esteemed service led to the fulfillment of a ca-
reer-long goal of being selected as the Bat-
talion Commander for 1/70 Armor, in the U.S.
Army’s 5th Mechanized Infantry Division, at
Fort Polk, LA, where his battalion was se-
lected as the first in the Division to field the
Army’s newest battle tank at the time, the M1
Abrams. Tony went on to serve honorably as
the Garrison Commander for the U.S. Army’s
Il Armored Corps at Fort Hood, TX, with his
military career ultimately concluding with the
privilege of serving the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives in the U.S. Army’s Congressional
Liaison Office.

Over the course of Tony’s career, he re-
ceived numerous awards and recognition for
his service, culminating with being awarded
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the U.S. Army’s Distinguished Service Medal
for exceptionally meritorious service to the
Government in duties of great responsibility.
Following his retirement, after 30 years of
service, Tony became the Chief of Staff for
U.S. Congressman Bob Filner, 51st District,
California from 2001-2012.

On behalf of California’s 51st Congressional
District. | would like to formally honor the
memory of Col. Tony Jack Buckles on his
years of dedicated service to the nation and
California’s 51st Congressional District.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 21, 2018

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York.
Mr. Speaker, on May 21, 2018 the House took
roll call votes on a series of bills which in-
cluded, H.R. 4451, the Homeless Veterans’
Reintegration Programs Reauthorization Act of
2018. Unintentionally, | voted no on this legis-
lation when | meant to vote yes. My recorded
vote does not reflect my position on the impor-
tant programs and support services for home-
less veterans that were reauthorized in H.R.
4451 and | look forward to working with my
colleagues to expand services that help our
veterans thrive as civilians after their brave
service to our country has concluded.

HONORING MR. RANDY ESPINET; A

CUBAN-AMERICAN LEADER 1IN
OUR SOUTH FLORIDA COMMU-
NITY

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 21, 2018

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, Mr.
Randy Espinet has been a leading figure in
our Cuban-American community for decades.

A fellow graduate of the University of Miami,
my alma mater, Randy has devoted his time
to improving our beloved community each and
every day.

He never ceases to put the needs of others
before his own, and his determination to better
the lives of those around him is a testament
to his character.

As a political activist in South Florida,
Randy works hard to advocate for those who
need it most.

Whether he is supporting national Cuban-
American initiatives—or advocating for a noble
cause at the municipal or state level—his
commitment to public service is unwavering,
and South Florida is proud to have him in our
corner.

Mr Speaker, | am honored to recognize Mr.
Randy Espinet, an upstanding member of our
community, and | am confident that he will
continue to better our slice of paradise for
years to come.

Thank you (Gracias) to Randy for all he
does.
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IN REMEMBRANCE OF RALPH WIL-
LIAM HALL, DEDICATED PUBLIC
SERVANT AND WORLD WAR II
VETERAN WHO SERVED HIS
COUNTRY WITH HONOR AND DIS-
TINCTION

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 21, 2018

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, it is my
sad duty to inform the House that Ralph Wil-
liam Hall, a distinguished military officer and
World War |l veteran, passed away on De-
cember 18, 2018, in Washington, D.C. He was
99 years old.

Born January 25, 1919 in Metcalf, Georgia,
the oldest of five siblings born to Adam and
Maggie Hall.

Ralph William Hall attended Johnson C.
Smith University from which he graduated in
1941. While a student there, Ralph William
Hall pledged in Omega Psi Phi Fraternity and
was inducted into Rho Chapter, an active as-
sociation he maintained for the ensuing 80
years, until entering Omega Chapter.

Mr. Speaker, Ralph William Hall was com-
missioned a Second Lieutenant in the U.S.
Army and served heroically in World War Il.
He was subsequently promoted to First Lieu-
tenant and upon his honorable discharge from
active duty, Ralph William Hall continued his
service to our nation by working as a civil
servant for the U.S. Government.

Ralph William Hall relocated to Washington
D.C. where he was an active member of the
St. Timothy Episcopal Church, and Southeast
Washington, D.C.

Ralph William Hall leaves to cherish his
memory two children, Douglas and Angela
Hall; two grandchildren, Shaune Cannon and
Drew Cannon; and a host of relatives, friends,
and loved ones.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the House to observe a
moment of silence in memory of Ralph William
Hall, a great American and one of the last
members of the World War Il generation,
which is regarded by many historians as the
“Greatest Generation.”

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. ERIC SWALWELL

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 21, 2018

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr. Speaker,
| missed some votes on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 19, all votes on Thursday, December 20,
and some votes today. Had | been present, |
would have voted as follows:

Roll Call Vote Number 440 (Passage of
H.R. 7327, the SECURE Technology Act):
YES;

Roll Call Vote Number 441 (Passage of
H.R. 7279, the Water Infrastructure Improve-
ment Act): YES;

Roll Call Vote Number 442 (Passage of
H.R. 6227, the National Quantum Initiative
Act): YES;

Roll Call Vote Number 443 (Passage of
H.R. 6652): YES;

Roll Call Vote 444 (Passage of S. 1520, the
Modernizing Recreational Fisheries Manage-
ment Act of 2018): YES;
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Roll Call Vote Number 445 (Passage of S.
3530, the Museum and Library Services Act of
2018): YES;

Roll Call Vote Number 446 (Agreeing to H.
Res. 1180): NO;

Roll Call Vote Number 447 (Agreeing to H.
Res. 1181): YES;

Roll Call Vote Number 448 (Concurring in
the Senate Amendment to the House Amend-
ment to S. 756, the First Step Act of 2018):
YES;

Roll Call Vote Number 449 (Passage of
H.R. 7328, the Pandemic and All-Hazards
Preparedness and Advancing Innovation Act
of 2018): YES;

Roll Call Vote Number 450 (Concurring in
the Senate Amendment to H.R. 5075, the
Ashanti Alert Act of 2018): YES;

Roll Call Vote Number 451 (Passage of
H.R. 7093, the Clean Up the Code Act of
2018): YES;

Roll Call Vote Number 452 (Passage of S.
2896, the Justice Against Corruption on K
Street Act of 2018 or JACK Act): YES;

Roll Call Vote Number 453 (Passage of S.
2961, the Victims of Child Abuse Act Reau-
thorization Act of 2018): YES;

Roll Call Vote Number 454 (Passage of S.
2679, the Veterans Small Business Enhance-
ment Act): YES;

Roll Call Vote Number 455 (Passage of
H.R. 7227, the Taxpayer First Act of 2018):
YES;

Roll Call Vote Number 456 (Concurring in
the Senate Amendment to H.R. 4227, the Ve-
hicular Terrorism Prevention Act of 2019):
YES;

Roll Call Vote Number 457 (Passage of S.
2652, the Stephen Michael Gleason Congres-
sional Gold Medal Act): YES;

Roll Call Vote Number 458 (Passage of S.
2765, the RBIC Advisers Relief Act of 2018):
YES;

Roll Call Vote Number 459 (Concurring in
the Senate Amendment to H.R. 5509, the In-
novations in Mentoring, Training, and Appren-
ticeships Act): YES;

Roll Call Vote Number 460 (Passage of S.
7, the NASA Enhanced Use Leasing Exten-
sion Act of 2018): YES;

Roll Call Vote Number 461 (Passage of S.
2200, the National Integrated Drought Informa-
tion System Reauthorization Act of 2018):
YES;

Roll Call Vote Number 462 (Concurring in
the Senate Amendment to H.R. 767, the Stop,
Observe, Ask, and Respond to Health and
Wellness Act of 2018 or the SOAR to Health
and Wellness Act of 2018): YES;

Roll Call Vote Number 463 (Passage of S.
2322, the Codifying Useful Regulatory Defini-
tions Act): NO;

Roll Call Vote Number 464 (Passage of
H.R. 6418, the VA Website Accessibility Act of
2018): YES;

Roll Call Vote Number 465 (Passage of S.
3444): YES;

Roll Call Vote Number 466 (Passage of S.
3777, the Forever Gl Bill Housing Payment
Fulfillment Act of 2018: YES;

Roll Call Vote Number 467 (Motion to Table
the Appeal of the Ruling of the Chair): NO;

Roll Call Vote Number 468 (Adoption of the
Previous Question): NO;

Roll Call Vote Number 469 (Agreeing to H.
Res. 1183): NO;

Roll Call Vote Number 470 (Passage of
House Amendment to the Senate Amendment
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to H.R. 88, the Retirement, Savings, and
Other Tax Relief Act of 2018 and the Tax-
payer First Act of 2018): NO;

Roll Call Vote Number 471 (Concurring in
the Senate Amendment to H.R. 2606, the
Stigler Act Amendments of 2018): YES;

Roll Call Vote Number 472 (Concur in the
Senate Amendment to the House Amendment
to the Senate Amendment with an Amend-
ment to H.R. 695 (making continuing appro-
priations for FY 2019)): NO;

Roll Call Vote Number 473 (Passage of
H.R. 6602): YES;

Roll Call Vote Number 474 (Passage of H.
Res. 1063): YES;

Roll Call Vote Number 475 (Passage of
H.R. 7318): YES;

Roll Call Vote Number 476 (Passage of
H.R. 7319): YES;

Roll Call Vote Number 477 (Passage of
H.R. 7329): YES;

Roll Call Vote Number 478 (Passage of
H.R. 3367): YES;

Roll Call Vote Number 479 (Passage of

H.R. 7293): YES;

Roll Call Vote Number 480 (Passage of S.
2276, GAO-IG Act): YES;

Roll Call Vote Number 481 (Passage of S.
3031, the Federal Property Management Act):
YES; and

Roll Call Vote Number 482 (Passage of S.
3191, the Civil Rights Cold Case Records Col-
lection Act of 2018): YES.

HONORING GLEN MOBERG

HON. SEAN P. DUFFY

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 21, 2018

Mr. DUFFY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Glen Moberg, a great man and staple of
the greater Wausau area. Glen is the award-
winning news bureau director for Wisconsin
Public Radio in Wausau. | have known Glen
since | first ran for office, and Mr. Speaker,
whether you’re conservative, liberal, or mod-
erate, Glen Moberg asks tough questions but
also fair questions. It's easy to see Glen’s
character not only in his desire to keep the
Wausau area informed, but also in his commit-
ment to serve others. Glen has served on the
Board of Directors of the Community Founda-
tion of North Central Wisconsin, the Center for
Visual Arts in Wausau, and the Marathon
County Literacy Council. Glen is a great guy
who always has a smile on his face, Mr.
Speaker. And for all those reasons | am heart-
broken. He was recently diagnosed with inop-
erable stomach cancer. My wife Rachel, our
eight children, and | are praying for Glen and
the Moberg family, and hope that the Lord
comforts them as he bravely takes on this bat-
tle. He is a role model for aspiring journalists
across Wisconsin and across the nation, and
central Wisconsin is lucky to have had Glen
as an anchor of the community.

————

HONORING MAYOR CHRIS
COURSEY

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 21, 2018

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor Chris Coursey for his four
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