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helped fuel a revitalization of the long-dor-
mant Republican Party in the South, espe-
cially after the George Wallace campaign of 
1968 convinced many conservatives to bolt 
from the Democratic Party. 

The renewal of southern Republicans was 
also aided by a highly politicized 
evangelicism, and cultural issues proved cru-
cial to the success of this strategy. Changes 
in federal laws made it easier for a signifi-
cant expansion of independent campaign 
fundraising and grassroots mobilization 
based around single issues rather than being 
subject to party leaders. The election of 
many conservative Republicans in the South 
in the late 1970s and early 1980s deprived 
Democrats of the security of an invincible 
majority, and the heightened competition 
for majority control drove money, activism 
and legislative strategy into increasingly 
partisan directions. 

While the reforms of 1974 did not ‘‘cause’’ 
partisanship, the availability to raise and 
promote divisive issues that was permitted 
by a more open and participatory Congress 
inadvertently provided Republican with 
greater opportunities than they would have 
enjoyed under a more closed system. 

CP: Finally, John, we have an election in 
less than three months, one in which the 
House seems to be, once again, up for grabs. 
A key theme driving this reversal is the 
Trump presidency. Some commenters see a 
possible Democratic House as a check on the 
Trump policies that Congressional Repub-
licans have mostly supported; others talk 
about the possibility of the new majority 
moving forward on impeachment. 

Are we back in 1974? 
JL: The idea of a Democratic House as a 

check on the Trump agenda seems to me to 
have the most salience. Even though the 
President would retain significant authority 
through the use of executive orders and 
other presidential powers, a Democratic 
House would check legislative attacks on 
key Democratic policies like the Affordable 
Care Act, the Clean Air Act and the Endan-
gered Species Act. 

Of course, a Republican Senate would still 
enable Trump to appoint people of his choos-
ing to the federal courts and executive agen-
cies, but a Democratic House would have the 
power of oversight and subpoenas to inves-
tigate possible misuses of power that today 
go unexamined. I suspect there would be 
strong resistance in a Democratic majority 
to moving ahead with impeachment: here are 
no prospects for success in the Senate. More 
importantly, there would be a clear percep-
tion in this new freshman class that the 
American people had voted for Democrats in 
order to pursue other policies in the area of 
economics, children, the environment, en-
ergy and corruption in government. 

However, should Special Prosecutor 
Mueller ultimately recommend that Con-
gress look into presidential abuses of author-
ity, it would be very difficult to dampen the 
demands for an impeachment inquiry. 

CP: What advice would the Class of 1974 
have for today’s Democratic party? 

JL: If you asked those in the Class who 
were most successful during their careers, I 
think they would likely advise newcomers to 
learn how the institution works, develop 
close relations with colleagues, find areas of 
policy on which they would like to focus 
(rather than be a gadfly with something to 
say on every issue.) Newcomers will want to 
pay attention to building and strengthening 
your networks with constituents, without 
whom you have no power to accomplish your 
goals. 

As I say in my book, ‘‘before you save the 
world, you have to save your seat.’’ I also 
think that, at least some would advise the 
freshmen of 2019 not to spend a lot of time 

looking over their shoulders trying to avoid 
controversial positions that some voters 
might dislike. Many in the Class of ’74 were 
surprised to have won in the first place, and 
they were determined to make their impact 
as swiftly and decisively as possible because 
they did not expect to remain in Congress 
very long. 

So, I think the message would be, ‘‘Don’t 
spend a lot of time trying to figure out if an 
issue or a vote plays positively or nega-
tively. Do what you think is right, explain 
your position frankly to your constituents, 
and you’ll be surprised how often they sup-
port your decision.’’ 

f 

HONORING JIM KITTLE 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 12, 2018 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize a longtime friend and colleague, Jim 
Kittle, for his service to our state. 

Jim is an institution in Indiana and is widely 
regarded as one of the state’s top political 
minds. Jim was the ‘‘founding father’’ of the 
political movement that first elected Mitch 
Daniels and revolutionized our state. He’s also 
an extraordinarily successfully businessman 
and has grown Kittle’s Furniture into one of 
the largest furniture companies in the country. 
There’s no doubt that I wouldn’t be where I 
am today without Jim’s counsel and help 
every step of the way. 

I’ve known Jim for more than two decades. 
During that time, he has become one of my 
closest and most trusted friends in politics and 
life. He calls me his brother, and I think of him 
as a father. 

I want to thank Jim for his friendship and 
loyalty to me over all these years. I wish him 
continued success in all that God has planned 
for his family. 
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Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, in Novem-
ber of 1528, Conquistador Álvar Núñcz 
Cabeza de Vaca and his crew of 90 Spaniards 
crashed on Galveston Island. He was the first 
European to set foot on the land that would 
become the Lone Star State and is considered 
to have undertaken one of the most remark-
able journeys in the history of American explo-
ration. 

From 1528 to 1532, the crew steadily died 
off from illness, accidents, and attacks until 
only Cabeza de Vaca and three others re-
mained. During those four years, Cabeza de 
Vaca became a merchant, and traded seas 
shells and ‘‘beads of sea’’ (though now called 
pearls) for bison skins and red ochre. He also 
gained a reputation as a healer, which gave 
him freedom to travel between different tribes. 

The Karankawa Indians, a group of 
Coahuiltecans known to be cannibals, 
enslaved these men until, in September of 
1534, the four men snuck away from the 
Karankawas and fled south towards the Rio 

Grande River. The following spring, they finally 
crossed the Rio Grande and made it to Mex-
ico. To avoid hostile tribes, the men turned 
west towards the Pacific and crossed northern 
Mexico. 

Cabeza de Vaca and his companions even-
tually arrived in Mexico City in 1536. 

They had traveled nearly 2400 miles over 
eight years in Texas and the Mexican border-
lands. 

Cabeza de Vaca spent years interacting 
with Native Americans and learning their lan-
guage. This allowed him to write and publish 
in 1542 the first book about Texas, the 
Relación, which contained information about 
the region’s geography, landscape, and 
Coahuiltecan tribes. This account of his jour-
ney inspired other conquistadors and Span-
iards to cotne and explore Texas. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Earl ‘‘Rusty’’ Powell III, on the 
occasion of his retirement, after 26 years as 
director of the National Gallery of Art, located 
in Washington, D.C. 

Rusty is a graduate of Williams College in 
Williamstown, Massachusetts. After graduating 
with degrees in art history and European his-
tory, Rusty served three years of active duty 
as an officer with the United States Navy, in-
cluding a tour in Vietnam before joining the re-
serves. After his service, Rusty continued his 
education at Harvard University in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts earning both his masters and 
doctorate degrees in art history. Prior to his di-
rectorship at the National Gallery, Rusty 
served as a professor of art history at the Uni-
versity of Texas and was director of the Los 
Angeles County Museum of Art. 

In 1992, Rusty was named director of the 
National Gallery of Art. During his tenure, the 
Gallery has undergone major renovations in-
cluding the creation of the Sculpture Garden 
and the expansion and complete renovation of 
the East Wing. In addition to the growth of the 
physical structure, the National Gallery’s col-
lection has continued to grow while increasing 
recognition for underrepresented and living 
artists. Rusty focused on utilizing the perma-
nent collection in new ways rather than large 
loan exhibits. 

In addition to his work at the National Gal-
lery, Rusty serves as the chailman of the U.S. 
Commission of Fine Arts and a trustee of the 
American Federation of the Arts, the Morris 
and Gwendolyn Cafritz Foundation, the John 
F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, 
the Norton Simon Museum, the National Trust 
for Historic Preservation, and the White House 
Historical Association. He is a member of nu-
merous arts organizations, including the Amer-
ican Academy of Arts and Sciences, the 
American Academy Commission on the Hu-
manities and Social Sciences, the American 
Philosophical Society, and the Committee for 
the Preservation of the White House, among 
others. Rusty’s awards include the Chevalier 
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de la Légion d’Honneur and the Officier dans 
l’Ordre des Arts et des Lettres, both from 
France; the Commendatore dell’Ordine al 
Merito della Republica Italiana; the Mexican 
Order of the Aztec Eagle; Norway’s King Olav 
Medal; the Williams College Bicentennial 
Medal; the Centennial Medal, awarded by the 
Harvard Graduate School of Arts and 
Sciences; the Officer’s Cross of the Order of 
Merit of the Republic of Hungary; and the Offi-
cer’s Cross of the Order of Merit of the Fed-
eral Republic of Germany, 2014. 

With Rusty’s leadership and support over 
the last 26 years, every division at the Gallery 
has experienced tremendous growth and con-
tributed to art historical scholarship, conserva-
tion, and museology at the highest standard of 
excellence. Since Powell’s first year as direc-
tor in 1992, the Gallery has welcomed more 
than 122 million visitors. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and our col-
leagues join me in congratulating Rusty, on 
the occasion of his retirement, after 26 years 
of exceptional service to the National Gallery 
of Art. 
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Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today, on 
behalf of the entire 6th Congressional District 
of Indiana, to recognize Jean Ann Harcourt 
and Terry Showalter for their contribution to 
our state. 

Jean Ann is an institution in our state and 
is widely regarded as one of the state’s top 
political minds. She owns and operates Har-
court Industries Inc. in Milroy, which produces 
school supplies, school spirit items and polit-
ical signage. She also serves on the Board of 
Trustees at Ball State University. Jean Ann 
and Terry have been continually recognized 
throughout the years for their extraordinary 
contributions to Rush County and our state. 

Most importantly, Jean Ann and Terry are 
my friends. I want to thank them for their 
friendship, wise counsel and loyalty to me 
over all these years. I wish them continued 
success in all that God has planned for their 
family. 
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Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor 
to recognize Diwali, a festival of lights cele-
brating the Hindu New Year. Originating in 
India, Diwali is the largest and one of the most 
important celebrations observed within the 
Hindu religion. Diwali’s festival of lights sym-
bolizes the spiritual victory of light over dark-
ness, good over evil, and knowledge over ig-
norance. 

Diwali festivities include deep cleaning and 
extensive decorating of office buildings, tem-
ples, and homes. The celebration begins by 
lighting clay lamps in temple windows in honor 

of Lakshmi, the Hindu goddess of prosperity 
and wealth. Traditional Indian feasts take 
place with friends and loved ones, during 
which, sweets and presents are prepared and 
shared. 

The significance of this event is not exclu-
sive to India. Today, where there are Hindus 
they honor their traditions and observe this im-
portant day. Here in Colorado, for example, 
we have a thriving and growing Hindu commu-
nity. The Hindu Temple and Cultural Center of 
the Rockies also known as the Hindu Temple 
of Colorado located in the City of Centennial, 
and the 6th Congressional District exemplifies 
this. 

It is with great pride that I join all in recog-
nizing Chairman Ved Nanda, President Sudhir 
Verma, Vice President Sridhar Talanki and 
Board Members: Arjun Sen, Mahesh Anandan, 
Anshuman Purohit, Asha Vasant, Deepak 
Malhotra, Madhu Bhat, Rajesh Agarwal, 
Rajesh Kaul, Ravi Raj, Reva Nayar, Sanjai 
Natesan, Sony Das; and volunteers Rahul 
Mirchand, Poonam Kakkar, Satish Kumar, and 
Suresh Lakkaraju. 

I wish them and all the Temple’s members 
well as they celebrate Diwali. 
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Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the Repub-
lic of Georgia is a beacon of democracy in a 
part of the world which has struggled to break 
the legacy of Soviet oppression. While Geor-
gia successfully achieved independence in 
1991, Moscow is still attempting to bully the 
small nation back into its orbit. 

In 2008, Russian troops invaded the coun-
try, seizing nearly a third of Georgia’s territory 
that is still occupied today. Despite Russia’s 
persistent human rights abuses and aggres-
sive tactics, the Georgian people remain defi-
ant. They continue to express a clear desire to 
determine their own futures and integrate with 
the Euro-Atlantic community. Putin hates 
Georgia’s path to liberty because successful 
democracies positioned on Russia’s border 
are a threat to his despotic rule. To deter Rus-
sia’s continued belligerence, we must boost 
Georgia’s ability to defend itself and make an 
ironclad commitment to our Georgian friends. 
For peace and freedom to preserve in the 
Caucasus, it must become clear to Putin that 
undermining Georgia’s independence will be a 
costly endeavor. 

To help Georgia repel future Russian ag-
gression, Rep. Connolly and I have introduced 
H.R. 6219, the Georgia Support Act. This im-
portant bill calls on the State Department to 
provide a strategy to Congress to help bolster 
Georgia’s defenses. Specifically, it calls for ef-
forts to strengthen Georgia’s cyber security 
capabilities and resiliency to Russian 
disinformation campaigns that undermine its 
fragile democracy. The bill also requests the 
President to impose sanctions on Russian in-
dividuals who commit human rights abuses on 
Georgia territory. 

For more than two decades, Georgia has 
been a steadfast ally of the United States and 
the Euro-Atlantic community. We must not 

abandon our Georgian friends in the face of 
continued Russian aggression. To do so only 
invites Putin to further pursue his goal of re-
building the Soviet Empire. America must 
stand with Georgia and demand complete re-
spect for our ally’s territorial integrity and sov-
ereignty. This bill must pass to send a clear 
message of defiance to Putin and a message 
of hope to our Georgian friends. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today, on 
behalf of the entire 6th Congressional District 
of Indiana, to recognize P.E. MacAllister for 
his contribution to our state. 

P.E. is widely regarded as one of the most 
distinguished Hoosiers to ever grace our state. 
P.E. built a business empire at MacAllister 
Machinery. Some have referred to him as the 
‘‘founding father of modern Indianapolis’’ for 
his extraordinary commitment and service. It 
has been an honor to work with him in ad-
vancing our shared Republican principles. 

I have had the pleasure of knowing P.E. for 
nearly two decades. To me, P.E. has been a 
friend, supporter and trusted advisor during 
my entire tenure in Congress. Simply put: 
there is no one I admire more than P.E. 
MacAllister. 

I want to thank P.E. for his friendship and 
loyalty to me over all these years. I wish him 
continued success in all that God has planned 
for his family. 
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OF CALIFORNIA 
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Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a highly respected Silicon Valley leader, 
a friend and a constituent, Brad D. Smith, on 
his retirement as President and Chief Execu-
tive Officer of Intuit, Inc. During his 11 years 
at the helm of the company, Brad’s excep-
tional leadership doubled Intuit’s customer 
base and tripled the company’s earnings. His 
commitment to Intuit’s employees and work-
place culture has made Intuit one of the best 
companies to work for in America according to 
Fortune. 

Brad D. Smith was born in Huntington, West 
Virginia, on April 6, 1954, and grew up in the 
nearby town of Kenova, a community of 3,500 
that Brad credits with teaching him integrity, 
humility, and teamwork during his formative 
years. He graduated from Ceredo-Kenova 
High School and was accepted by and en-
tered the United States Military Academy at 
West Point. He ultimately decided to return to 
West Virginia and enroll at Marshall University 
where he graduated in 1986 with a degree in 
Business Administration. 

Brad has been a very generous benefactor 
of Marshall University over the years, and in 
November, 2018, Brad and his wife, Alys 
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