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Danielle has been on the front lines of the 
Committee’s search to promote and improve 
justice, equal rights, and the lives of ordinary 
and under-privileged people. Her analysis and 
advice have been indispensable whether the 
Committee engaged in oversight or considered 
legislation. 

Although Danielle was deeply involved in al-
most every single piece of Committee busi-
ness over her years here, there are several 
areas in which she showed particular passion 
and enthusiasm. In her position overseeing 
the Immigration Subcommittee, she was a 
dogged defender of immigrants’ rights. From 
comprehensive immigration reform to pro-
tecting Dreamers and those with Temporary 
Protected Status to reform of the EB–5 pro-
gram for immigrant investors, Danielle tire-
lessly fought to strike the right balance be-
tween opposing sides. Her counsel helped the 
Committee shed light on harmful administra-
tive policies and prevent anti-immigrant bills 
from becoming law. She provided similarly ex-
cellent counsel in her oversight of the Sub-
committee on Regulatory Reform, Commercial 
and Antitrust Law. There, she earned a well- 
deserved reputation as a staunch defender of 
the public interest, open and fair markets, ac-
cess to justice, and the rule of law. 

Beyond these specific responsibilities, 
Danielle has been intimately involved in many 
aspects of the Committee’s operation. This 
has included helping the Committee organize 
each Congress, assisting Members and staff 
develop amendments for markups, reviewing 
Member memos for hearings and markups, 
drafting memos for the Ranking Member, help-
ing to prepare Democratic dissenting views, 
assisting in the preparation of amendments 
and statements for the Rules Committee, pre-
paring previous questions and motions to re-
commit, and drafting and reviewing statements 
for legislation and amendments on the floor. 
She also served as a liaison to Leadership, 
Majority staff, outside advocacy and non-profit 
groups, and the Administration. She also of-
fered considerable instruction and creativity to 
fellow staff, and was a calming influence when 
supervising difficult or contentious matters. 
Danielle also was able to work across the 
aisle on a variety of bills. Her hard work and 
dedication earned her respect and admiration 
of Members and staff alike. 

We have appreciated and benefited from 
Danielle’s energy, enthusiasm, and insight 
over her time on the Committee. We wish 
Danielle Brown the very best in her future en-
deavors and thank her for her outstanding 
service to the Congress, the Judiciary Com-
mittee, and our country. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF MR. KEVIN 
THOMAS KOELEWYN 

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 10, 2018 

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
alongside my colleague, DEVIN NUNES, to rec-
ognize the life and service of Kevin Thomas 
Koelewyn, a teacher, mentor, and long-time 
advocate for agricultural education. 

Mr. Kevin Koelewyn was born on March 26, 
1966 in Hanford, California. The City of Han-

ford is located in California’s San Joaquin Val-
ley, one of the most agriculture-rich areas in 
the world. The area seemed to leave a lasting 
impression on Kevin, as he dedicated his life 
and career to this community and agricultural 
education. 

An educator for nearly thirty years, Mr. 
Koelewyn was widely known for his role as an 
agriculture teacher with Tulare Joint Union 
High School District. His involvement spread 
far beyond the classroom. He was active in 
Future Farmers of America (FFA), coaching 
numerous students for FFA public speaking 
competitions. His expertise in coaching made 
him nationally known in the FFA community; 
and he was given the responsibility of over-
seeing their national public speaking competi-
tion as a result. 

While his experience and accomplishments 
made him one of the most respected teachers 
in the area, it was his mentorship to students 
and fellow educators that set him apart. 
Countless former students have expressed the 
lasting impact Mr. Koelewyn’s mentorship had 
on their lives. His ability to inspire students far 
beyond their perceived potential was often 
mentioned. Kevin extended that mentorship to 
young agricultural teachers, helping them get 
settled into new jobs and preparing them for 
success. 

Mr. Koelewyn was also dedicated to com-
munity service and was a long-time youth 
baseball coach in his hometown of Hanford. 
Whether in the classroom, at FFA competi-
tions, or attending sporting events, Kevin was 
passionate about inspiring the next generation 
to reach their full potential in life. 

While he was passionate about his career 
and service, Kevin’s greatest loves were God, 
family, and friends. He had a deep relationship 
with the Lord, which guided the entirety of his 
life. He loved and cherished his wife, children, 
parents, and the rest of his family. He was a 
dedicated friend who was there to help in 
challenging times. 

Sadly, on Sunday, November 4, 2018, Kevin 
Koelewyn passed away. Although he left us 
far too soon, Kevin made a lasting, positive 
impact on the people he knew. Kevin is sur-
vived by his wife Maxine, their three children, 
Madlyn, Audra, and Kaleb, his parents Thom-
as and Sharon, and his sister Kristin. Kevin 
Koelewyn left his community a far richer place, 
and for that we are blessed. He was a loving 
husband, caring father, inspiring mentor, and 
dedicated educator. There is no doubt he will 
be deeply missed . 

Mr. Speaker, today I ask my colleagues in 
the United States House of Representatives to 
join me and Mr. NUNES in honoring the life of 
Kevin Thomas Koelewyn. Our thoughts and 
prayers are with his family and friends in this 
difficult time. 
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COMMEMORATING THE 125TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE FALCONER 
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 

HON. TOM REED 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 10, 2018 

Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to com-
memorate the 125th anniversary of the Fal-
coner Volunteer Fire Company. 

In 1893, the taxpayers of the village of Fal-
coner agreed upon the necessity of fire pro-
tection for their community and voted to ap-
propriate one thousand dollars for the pur-
chase of fire equipment. The Falconer Fire 
Company originated with the creation of the 
Hose Company and a hand-drawn hose cart 
that was stored in a barn for the modest price 
of one dollar per month. 

From these humble beginnings, the Fal-
coner Fire Company has grown over the years 
in order to continue to meet the safety needs 
of its community. Established in 1970, the Vol-
unteer Rescue Squad provides essential 
Emergency Medical Technician services to the 
Falconer area. In 2010, the Fire Company ex-
panded to include a Junior Firefighter pro-
gram, providing youths in the community an 
opportunity to learn from current volunteers. 

Today, the Fire Company is made up of 60 
volunteer firefighters. They work to keep their 
community safe, responding to nearly four 
hundred calls each year. We commend their 
dedication to their community and their volun-
teer service. 

One hundred and twenty-five years of serv-
ice to the community is certainly a cause for 
celebration. I congratulate the Falconer Volun-
teer Fire Company for their impressive record 
of hard work and look forward to many more 
years of them keeping our community safe. 

Given the above, I ask that this Legislative 
Body pause in its deliberations and join me to 
celebrate the Falconer Volunteer Fire Com-
pany’s 125 years of service. 
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RECOGNIZING G. LINCOLN MCCUR-
DY AND THE TURKISH COALI-
TION OF AMERICA FOR RECEIV-
ING THE 2018 GUSI PEACE PRIZE 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 10, 2018 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Mr. G. Lincoln McCurdy, the presi-
dent of the Turkish Coalition of America (TCA) 
who received the 2018 Gusi Peace Prize. 
TCA, founded by noted Turkish American Dr. 
Yalcin Ayasli, is an educational, public, chari-
table organization headquartered in Wash-
ington, D.C. whose mission is to educate the 
general public about Turkey and Turkish 
Americans and voice their opinions on critical 
issues to interested parties by supporting peo-
ple-to-people exchanges, educating Congress 
about Turkish American perspectives; pro-
moting balanced dialogue on U.S.-Turkey rela-
tions, and building bridges between the Turk-
ish American community and other heritage 
communities. 

The Gusi Peace Prize Foundation is based 
in Manila, Philippines and annually recognizes 
individuals and organizations working toward 
the attainment of peace and respect for 
human life and dignity. 

I congratulate G. Lincoln McCurdy and the 
Turkish Coalition of America for receiving the 
2018 Gusi Peace Prize. 
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HONORING DEVIN AND SHELBY 

ANDERSON 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 10, 2018 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today on 
behalf of the entire 6th Congressional District 
of Indiana, to recognize Devin and Shelby An-
derson for their contribution to our state. 

Devin serves as the President and CEO of 
E&A Industries and has helped the business 
grow from a regional company to an inter-
national conglomerate. He also has served in 
a number of political and governmental leader-
ship positions in the Republican Party, includ-
ing as Chief of Staff to Indiana Congressman 
David McIntosh and U.S. Senator Dan Coats. 
There is no doubt that our state is better off 
today due to his extraordinary leadership and 
service. 

I’ve had the pleasure of knowing Devin and 
Shelby for more than two decades. I first met 
Devin when we were both working for Con-
gressman David McIntosh in Washington. 
Devin and Shelby are a couple of my favorite 
people who I have met along this journey. 
They are serious people who don’t take them-
selves too seriously. Despite their many suc-
cesses, they both understand the importance 
of putting faith and family first. 

I want to thank Devin and Shelby for their 
friendship and loyalty to me over all these 
years. I wish them continued success in all 
that God has planned for their family. 

f 

HONORING COUNCILWOMAN 
MAUREEN TOMS 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 10, 2018 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Councilwoman Maureen 
Toms for her three years of service on the 
Pinole City Council. 

A Pinole native, Ms. Toms was exposed to 
public service at a young age. Her father 
served on the Pinole City Council and was the 
Mayor from 1964 to 1965. Prior to her appoint-
ment to the City Council, Ms. Toms was a 
Planning Commissioner for the City of Pinole 
and the Land Use Planner for Contra Costa 
County. She also served on the Amber Swartz 
Park Development Committee from 1994 to 
2006. Throughout her tenure, Ms. Toms was 
instrumental in securing grants for the park. 

Upon her appointment to the Pinole City 
Council in 2015, Ms. Toms became involved 
with numerous different development projects 
for the city. She was active in the Gateway 
Shopping Center project, the Sprouts project, 
and the Landscape Improvement Project. She 
has also worked on the Pinole Wastewater 
Pollution Control Plant Upgrade project. Addi-
tionally, Ms. Toms was heavily involved with 
the Planning Commission on Pinole’s 2010 
General Plan Update. 

Among her colleagues, Ms. Toms is known 
for being hard-working and for her commit-
ment to community service. In addition to her 
work on the City Council, Ms. Toms has 
served on the Down Syndrome League Board 

of Directors and has volunteered as a Special 
Olympics Coach. She has received numerous 
awards for her service to Contra County and 
the City of Pinole, including the Contra Costa 
Woman of the Year award. 

Mr. Speaker, Ms. Toms is an admirable 
leader who is dedicated to serving our com-
munity. It is therefore fitting and proper that 
we honor Councilwoman Maureen Toms here 
today. 
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CELEBRATING THE OPENING OF 
THE NEW LANIER TECHNICAL 
COLLEGE CAMPUS 

HON. DOUG COLLINS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 10, 2018 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the opening of the new 
Lanier Technical College campus. 

In the words of Dr. Ray Perren, ‘‘This cam-
pus was built not only for the students of 2018 
but for those who choose technical education 
in 2078.’’ The new campus includes six build-
ings for technical education instruction, an 
economic development and campus support 
building, instructional building, and an adminis-
trative building and student center. 

Lanier Tech’s new campus was specifically 
designed to serve students by offering flexible 
training requirements, workforce training, and 
appropriate skills for an evolving job market. 
The $150–million campus will be open for 
classes in January 2019 and will accommo-
date more than 5,000 students, nearly dou-
bling Lanier Tech’s current capacity. This will, 
undoubtedly, improve upon their stellar job 
placement rate. 

Throughout the nation, communities have 
grown tired of paying astronomical prices for 
degrees that quickly become outdated. A tech-
nical education provides stability in an ever- 
changing economy, in industries that regularly 
create meaningful career opportunities. 

Mr. Speaker, I celebrate this investment in 
technical education for our local community, 
and I look forward to the positive impact this 
will have throughout Northeast Georgia. 
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HONORING EARL GOODE 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 10, 2018 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today, on 
behalf of the entire 6th Congressional District 
of Indiana, to recognize Earl Goode for his 
contribution to our state. 

Earl is an institution in Indiana and has de-
voted his career to helping improve the lives 
of our fellow Hoosiers. We worked together 
with Governor Daniels to enact school choice 
legislation that has given low-income families 
across the state better educational opportuni-
ties. After working for Governor Daniels, Earl 
served as the President of Indianapolis Capital 
Improvement Board of Managers and now 
serves as the Chief of Staff for Governor Hol-
comb. It has been an honor to work with Earl, 
and I know our state is better off today be-
cause of his extraordinary leadership and 
service. 

On a personal note, I have had the pleasure 
of knowing Earl for nearly two decades. Sim-
ply put: Earl Goode is my friend and mentor. 
I want to thank him for his friendship, wise 
counsel and loyalty to me over all these years. 
I wish him continued success in all that God 
has planned for his family. 

f 

PROTECTING THE CRIME VICTIMS’ 
FUND: A RARE GEM 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, December 10, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, when most 
Americans think about the federal government, 
they tend to think about the political gridlock 
and bureaucratic red tape that has increas-
ingly made good governance difficult. But 
once in a blue moon, a unique and effective 
idea can emerge out of the Washington 
swamp, and the creation of the Crime Victims’ 
Fund is a perfect example of one of those rare 
occurrences. Prior to being elected to Con-
gress, I served as a prosecutor and Judge in 
Houston, Texas for 30 years. During that time, 
I learned firsthand how important it is to pro-
tect and help restore the most vulnerable in 
our society. Upon arriving in Washington after 
my election and learning about the Crime Vic-
tims’ Fund, I knew how special the idea was, 
and I was determined to protect and expand 
it. 

In 1984, President Reagan signed the Vic-
tims of Crime Act or VOCA into law, thus cre-
ating the Crime Victims’ Fund. Back then, this 
Fund was a novel idea. Convicted federal fel-
ons pay fees and fines into the Fund, which 
then helps pay for services to restore victims 
of crime. The Fund helps pay restitution to vic-
tims; it allows domestic violence shelters, rape 
crisis centers, and other organizations to keep 
their doors open; and it pays for a wide array 
of services that crime victims need, from rape 
kits to beds in a shelter. I want to be clear: 
this is not taxpayer money. This Fund allows 
criminals to pay for the harm that they’ve 
caused. In other words, it’s like criminals pay-
ing rent on the courthouse. 

At the end of FY2016, the Crime Victims 
Fund had a balance of more than $12 billion. 
Unfortunately, this money—billions of dollars— 
has been used as an offset for other unrelated 
programs. I understand the attraction of using 
a program of this size to help offset other 
items under the budget, but it is still com-
pletely inappropriate. These are non-tax dol-
lars. To ensure that the Fund is protected and 
used correctly, every year Rep. JIM COSTA (D– 
CA) and I have introduced the Crime Victims’ 
Fund Preservation Act. This bill creates a 
‘‘lockbox’’ to ensure that money in the Fund 
cannot be used for any purpose other than 
crime victims’ programs authorized under the 
VOCA statute. 

Since its creation, the Fund has been a life-
line for victims, offering them the resources 
and assistance they need to recover and re-
build their lives. This money should never be 
subject to the politics or gridlock that often de-
rails or hampers other federal programs. The 
Fund is a rare Washington D.C. gem, a pro-
gram that serves victims of crime while not 
being a burden on the American tax-payer. 
We must work to preserve this Fund and en-
sure it is protected for the future. 
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