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HONORING CONGRESSMAN JUDGE 

TED POE OF THE U.S. CONGRES-
SIONAL VICTIMS’ RIGHTS CAU-
CUS UPON HIS RETIREMENT 
FROM CONGRESS 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a great Texas public servant, fellow 
founder of the Victims’ Rights Caucus, and 
dear friend Congressman Judge TED POE, 
who is retiring from the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives at the end of the 115th Congress. 

Since 2005, Congressman POE has served 
with distinction as a Member of Congress, pro-
viding excellent and compassionate service to 
his constituents in the 2nd Congressional Dis-
trict of Texas and the American people. For 
more than a decade, I have had the privilege 
of serving with him on the Victims’ Rights 
Caucus, which has given a voice to crime vic-
tims, survivors, and the professionals who as-
sist them. As a founder and co-chair of the 
caucus, Congressman POE played a crucial 
role in enhancing Federal programs that sup-
port national, Federal, Tribal, state, and local 
victims’ services, including the Victims of 
Crime Act, the Violence Against Women Act, 
and the Victims of Child Abuse Act. Over the 
years, he has distinguished himself as a na-
tional bipartisan leader in the fight to combat 
human trafficking and support victims and sur-
vivors, sponsoring enacted legislation such as 
the Justice for Victims of Trafficking Act. In ad-
dition to the Victims’ Rights Caucus, I also had 
the pleasure of serving with Congressman 
POE on the Transatlantic Legislators’ Dialogue 
to strengthen and enhance the level of political 
discourse between American and European 
lawmakers. 

Prior to working in Congress, Representa-
tive POE served in the United States Air Force 
Reserves, taught both high school and college 
courses, and received his law degree from the 
University of Houston. He first made his mark 
in the public eye during his eight years as an 
undefeated criminal prosecutor for Harris 
County and later became one of the youngest 
judges ever appointed in Texas. During his 
22-year tenure on the bench, it became clear 
that he would play a prominent role in the vic-
tims’ rights movement. Congressman POE 
handed out innovative, unorthodox, and appro-
priate punishments intended to continually re-
mind criminals of their offenses. As a judge, 
he became an example for others who served 
in the Texas judiciary for the way he treated 
victims of crime with dignity, fairness, and re-
spect. 

TED is admired by his peers and loved by 
his constituents—a reflection of a life spent in 
service to the United States, its people, and its 
ideals. During his time in Congress, he gave 
a voice to victims of crime, including human 
trafficking, and championed legislation to im-
prove our criminal justice system. His remark-
able impact on both his community and col-
leagues will not be forgotten. We will honor his 
great legacy in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives and beyond, by continuing to build upon 
this commitment to his country. I would like to 
congratulate Congressman Judge TED POE on 
his extraordinary career and extend my grati-
tude for his noteworthy contributions to our na-

tion. While Congressman Judge TED POE will 
be missed in these halls, I wish him a blessed 
future in his well-deserved retirement. 

f 

HONORING SUPERVISOR SIMÓN 
SALINAS 

HON. JIMMY PANETTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize retiring Monterey County Supervisor 
Simón Salinas for his distinguished career 
serving the people of the central coast of Cali-
fornia. His dedication to education has 
bettered many young lives, and his commit-
ment to public service has immeasurably im-
proved the lives of his constituents. 

Supervisor Salinas began his career as a 
sixth-grade teacher and later became a pro-
fessor at Hartnell College. During this time, he 
developed a passion for educating Monterey 
County’s youth and expanding opportunity for 
young learners. Supervisor Salinas’ first foray 
into politics came with his involvement in local 
activism organizing for proportional represen-
tation of California’s Latino community in local 
governing bodies. Until this effort, local gov-
erning bodies in Monterey County used ‘‘at 
large’’ elections, where elected officials were 
chosen by the total population that the gov-
erning body represented, rather than by indi-
vidual districts that more accurately rep-
resented the diverse communities within an 
area. In the City of Salinas, despite its large 
Mexican-American population, a Latino can-
didate had never been elected to the City 
Council. Supervisor Salinas became a leader 
in this movement, eventually running for an 
open seat on the Salinas City Council. In 
1989, Supervisor Salinas became the first 
Mexican-American ever elected to the Salinas 
City Council. 

In 1993, Supervisor Salinas was elected to 
represent District One on the Monterey County 
Board of Supervisors and served as the 
body’s chair, the first Mexican-American to 
serve on the Board in 100 years. In 2000, he 
was elected as the representative for Califor-
nia’s 28th Assembly District. During his tenure 
as Assemblymember, Supervisor Salinas 
worked on many important issues such as 
healthcare, agriculture, and affordable hous-
ing. His signature achievement during his time 
in the state legislature came during his service 
as Chair of the Assembly of Local Govern-
ment Committee. During this time, Supervisor 
Salinas introduced and successfully passed 
AB 1234, a bill requiring local elected officials 
to attend mandatory ethics training and abide 
by strict requirements for expense reimburse-
ment policies, thus creating a comprehensive 
policy to protect taxpayer funds from local cor-
ruption. Monterey County welcomed Super-
visor Salinas back to the Board of Supervisors 
in 2007, where he was elected to represent 
District Three. Recently, he has expanded af-
fordable housing, healthcare, and economic 
opportunity to the residents of the Salinas Val-
ley. 

I am immensely grateful for Supervisor 
Simón Salinas’s distinguished service to the 
people of the central coast of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join me in 
congratulating Supervisor Simón Salinas on 

his distinguished career in public service, and 
in wishing him a long and happy retirement. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Mr. Speaker, due 
to my attendance at an event off the Capitol 
Hill campus, I was unable to make roll call 
votes No. 423 through 425. Had I been 
present, I would have voted in the following 
manner: No. 423, NO on agreeing to the Res-
olution; No. 424, YES on Motion to Suspend 
the Rules and Pass; and No. 425, YES on 
Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass, as 
Amended. 

f 

HONORING FANNIE LOU HAMER 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable histor-
ical activist, Fannie Lou Hamer. 

She was born as Fannie Lou Townsend on 
October 6, 1917, to sharecroppers Lou Ella 
and James Lee Townsend, east of the Mis-
sissippi Delta in Montgomery County, Mis-
sissippi. She first joined her family to work in 
the cotton fields at age six. 

In the early 1940s she married Perry ‘‘Pap’’ 
Hamer, and adopted two daughters, girls 
whose own families were unable to care for 
them. 

She worked alongside her husband at the 
W.D. Marlow’s plantation near Ruleville, in 
Sunflower County. Hamer’s ability to read and 
write earned her the job of timekeeper, a less 
physically demanding and more prestigious 
job within the sharecropping system. 

In the summer of 1962, Hamer made a life- 
changing decision to attend a protest meeting 
where she encountered civil rights activists 
and became active in helping with the voter 
registration efforts for African Americans. 

Hamer dedicated her life to the fight for civil 
rights, working for the Student Nonviolent Co-
ordinating Committee (SNCC). The organiza-
tion was driven by mostly African American 
students who indulged in acts of civil disobe-
dience—combatting racial segregation and in-
justice in the South. 

During her activist career, Hamer was 
threatened, arrested, and shot at. In jail, 
Hamer and several of the activists were beat-
en by other African American inmates, whom 
received orders from the police to use black-
jack weapons. Despite the long term damage 
done to her body, none of these things de-
terred her from her work. 

Hamer loved to sing spirituals. ‘‘This Little 
Light of Mine’’ and ‘‘Go Tell It on the Moun-
tain,’’ became one of the defining features of 
her activism. 

Hamer’s also known for her famous quote, 
‘‘I’m sick and tired of being sick and tired.’’ 

In 1964, Hamer helped found the Mis-
sissippi Freedom Democratic Party, which was 
established in opposition to the state’s all- 
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white delegation to that year’s Democratic 
convention. 

The civil rights struggle in Mississippi was 
brought to the attention of the entire nation 
during a televised session at the convention. 
The following year, Hamer ran for Congress in 
Mississippi, but was unsuccessful in her bid. 

Along with her political activism, Hamer 
worked to help the poor and families in need 
in her Mississippi community. She also set up 
organizations to increase business opportuni-
ties for minorities and to provide childcare and 
other family services. 

Hamer died on March 14, 1977 in Mound 
Bayou, Mississippi from complications associ-
ated with heart disease and cancer. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Fannie Lou Hamer for her con-
tributions to her family, her community, and 
the fight for Civil Rights that was her driving 
passion. 

f 

ADOPTEE CITIZENSHIP ACT 

HON. BRAD SHERMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, last week, I 
cosponsored H.R. 5233, The Adoptee Citizen-
ship Act of 2018. This is bipartisan legislation 
that seeks to make an important correction to 
U.S. adoption law. 

Currently, when a child is legally adopted by 
an American parent and is raised by the family 
here in the U.S., they automatically acquire 
U.S. citizenship. However, when Congress up-
dated the law, it failed to address the situation 
for thousands of families with previously 
adopted children. We need to correct that, 
which is why I support H.R. 5233. 

This legislation does not create a new loop-
hole that allows anyone to game the system 
These are individuals who legally entered the 
U.S. They were legally adopted as children, 
and they grew up here believing they were 
U.S. citizens. Unfortunately, through no fault of 
the children, adoptive parents in several thou-
sand cases failed to properly file all of the citi-
zenship papers on behalf of their adoptive 
children, often not realizing that it was even 
necessary after completion of the legal adop-
tion process. If you were legally adopted by an 
American family, entered the U.S. legally as a 
child, and raised in the United States, you are 
an American. I look forward to working with 
both my Republican and Democratic col-
leagues on this bipartisan effort. 

f 

HONORING JASON KNEELAND 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize a former member of my staff, Jason 
Kneeland, for his work in my office and his 
service to our state. 

Jason served as my Chief of Staff in Indiana 
for nearly two years. In that role, he managed 
our district offices, improved our constituent 
outreach programs, and oversaw our political 
operations. Jason is one of our state’s top po-

litical minds and there is no doubt that I 
wouldn’t be where I am today without his 
counsel. 

On a personal note, Jason and I share a 
love of the life lessons of sports and a com-
mitment to putting faith and family first. He is 
one of my favorite people to talk to. I want to 
thank Jason for his friendship and his hard 
work in our office. I wish him continued suc-
cess in all God has planned for him and his 
family. 

f 

HONORING TACO PALENQUE 

HON. VICENTE GONZALEZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. GONZALEZ of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Taco Palenque and all 
of its diligent employees. This year, Taco 
Palenque celebrates 20 years in the Rio 
Grande Valley, and I could not be happier to 
have such talented entrepreneurs in my dis-
trict. 

In 1987, Juan Francisco Ochoa opened the 
first Taco Palenque restaurant where families 
could come together over authentic Mexican 
food. Over two decades later, Taco Palenque 
has taken both the Valley and Texas by storm 
with locations in San Antonio, Houston, 
Brownsville, and, of course, McAllen. I look 
forward to watching them continue to grow in 
South Texas and beyond. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to represent the 
hard-working individuals of Taco Palenque. 
Their recent success is a shining example of 
what the 15th District of Texas has to offer. 

f 

RECOGNIZING HUNTER M. STRUPP 

HON. EDWARD R. ROYCE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to express my gratitude to Hunter 
Strupp, who has worked in my office since 
2005. Hunter has excelled in various staff po-
sitions: he faithfully served in my personal of-
fice; as a staff member on the Terrorism, Non-
proliferation, and Trade Subcommittee; on the 
House Foreign Affairs Committee; and most 
recently, as Staff Director for the Sub-
committee on Asia and the Pacific, chaired by 
Chairman TED YOHO. 

During his service to the Committee, Hunter 
was an invaluable asset in crafting Committee 
policy on North Korea, culminating in the pas-
sage of ground-breaking sanctions legislation. 
He has been a key advisor on a wide range 
of policy issues confronting the Asian con-
tinent, from human rights in Vietnam, political 
crackdowns in Cambodia, and the plight of the 
Rohingya in Burma. He served as my staff 
member when I chaired the Congressional 
Caucus on India, and the Korea Caucus, suc-
cessfully advancing important policy issues 
facing each partnership. Hunter is a deeply 
dedicated, determined, and principled foreign 
affairs professional. 

I again want to thank Hunter for his 13 
years of service and for his valuable counsel. 
He will no doubt contribute to our nation’s 
well-being and security for years to come. 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO MARISSA 
MANLOVE ON THE OCCASION OF 
HER RETIREMENT AS PRESI-
DENT AND CEO OF THE INDIANA 
PHILANTHROPY ALLIANCE 

HON. SUSAN W. BROOKS 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor my friend, Marissa 
Manlove, on the occasion of her retirement 
from the Indiana Philanthropy Alliance. 
Throughout her impressive career, Marissa 
served as a leader within the nonprofit com-
munity in Indiana. For the past twelve years, 
she served as President and CEO, promoting 
independent, family, community, public, and 
corporate foundations, giving programs, and 
grantmaking organizations throughout the 
state of Indiana. The people of Indiana’s Fifth 
Congressional District are forever grateful for 
Marissa’s commitment to transforming Indiana 
through her roles in various nonprofit organi-
zations. 

A life-long Hoosier, Marissa attended 
Schulte High School in Terre Haute, Indiana, 
before earning a bachelor’s degree in psy-
chology from Saint Louis University. Her aca-
demic aspirations led her to Indiana University 
where she earned her master’s degree in edu-
cational psychology. Passionate about positive 
change, Marissa began her career with Noble 
of Indiana, a nonprofit organization dedicated 
to serving persons with intellectual and other 
disabilities. She spent the next twenty-nine 
years at Noble in various senior program man-
agement roles, overseeing communications 
and marketing, special events, development 
and eventually becoming the Vice President of 
Consumer and External Relations. Ever dedi-
cated, she still sits on their Board of Directors 
today. 

In 2007, Marissa shifted her commitment to 
supporting philanthropy when she became 
President and CEO of the Indiana Philan-
thropy Alliance (IPA). IPA is a large, influential 
membership association for the state of Indi-
ana’s philanthropic grantmaking community. It 
provides training, networking opportunities, re-
search, resources and public policy support to 
its members, which control over $18 billion in 
assets and award over $775 million in grants 
per year. Under her leadership, IPA member-
ship grew to an all-time high and today is a 
national leader among regional associations of 
grantmakers. 

In 2006, Marissa and her husband, Kim, 
founded the 24 Group in honor of their late 
son, David. The all-volunteer nonprofit organi-
zation is led by a group of parents with the 
common experience of losing a loved one who 
struggled with addiction. Their work is dedi-
cated to informing and educating the Central 
Indiana population about addiction and recov-
ery. In addition, she has continued to be a 
community leader through her service on the 
boards of the United Philanthropy Forum, Indi-
ana Society of Association Executives, Forum 
of Regional Associations of Grantmakers, 
Bowen Center for Public Affairs, Hope Acad-
emy, the Indiana Nonprofits Advisory Board, 
and Fairbanks. 

Her many awards are a testament to the ex-
ceptional work ethic of this incredibly talented 
individual. In 2006, Marissa received the 
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