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RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF FALL-
EN MISSISSIPPI SOLDIER ARMY
MASTER SERGEANT (MSG)
COATER BERNARD DEBOSE

HON. TRENT KELLY

OF MISSISSIPPI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, February 7, 2018

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise in memory of fallen Mississippi
soldier Army Master Sergeant (MSG) Coater
Bernard DeBose. MSG DeBose gave his life
while in service to our great nation on August
19, 2012, during Operation Enduring Freedom.
MSG DeBose died in Spin Boldak, Afghani-
stan, of wounds he received from small arms
fire while conducting security force assistance
operations. MSG DeBose was assigned to
2nd Battalion, 351st Infantry Regiment, 158th
Infantry Brigade, First Army Division East,
Camp Shelby, Mississippi. MSG DeBose was
awarded the Bronze Star and the Purple Heart
medals.

According to the Associated Press, MSG
DeBose, a State Line, Mississippi native,
joined the Alabama National Guard in May
1983. He transferred to the Army Reserves in
2008. He was deployed in April 2004 to Af-
ghanistan, where he served as a communica-
tions specialist. It was his job to train Afghan
police in the Kandahar region.

There have been many memorials posted in
MSG DeBose’s honor on Legacy.com, includ-
ing one that appeared on September 1, 2012
from Master Sergeant (MSG) Maranda
McCorvey. “As | sign this guest book, no
words can explain the loss of a true soldier,”
MSG McCorvey said. “He was a leader, men-
tor, motivator, and trainer to many lives in and
out of the uniform.”

Rebecca Lewis of Moss Point wrote, “May
God continue to watch over you and your fam-
ily at this time,” Mrs. Lewis said. “Deacon
DeBose will certainly be missed by all of us in-
cluding his Greater First Baptist Church in
Escatawpa, Mississippi, under the leadership
of Richard Young. Deacon DeBose was a
great man and touched many hearts.”

Christopher DeBose, MSG DeBose’s son,
wrote about the pain of losing his father in Au-
gust 30, 2012. “| pray that there is a military
up in heaven,” Christopher said. “I know Mas-
ter Sergeant DeBose would be in charge of
something. No matter what it is, I'm sure God
will trust you with any task because he knows
you will get it done.”

Caronica DeBose-Jackson, MSG DeBose’s
daughter, paid tribute to her father in a Sep-
tember 6, 2012 post. “I hear your voice telling
me to keep moving and live life to the fullest,”
Caronica said. “l will go on because that’s
what you would want. | will honor your life and
legacy forever.”

MSG DeBose is survived by his wife, Jua-
nita, his three sons, Latravis DeBose, Chris-
topher DeBose, and Broderick DeBose; and
two daughters, Caronica DeBose-Jackson,
and Nekeshia Raybon.

MSG DeBose demonstrated the qualities of
an American hero. His 27 years of military
service will always be remembered.
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Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise in memory of Army First Sergeant
(1SG) Severin W. Summers who died while
defending our great nation on August 2, 2009,
during Operation Enduring Freedom. 1SG
Summers died from injuries he suffered when
insurgents attacked his vehicle with an impro-
vised explosive device in Qole Gerdsar, Af-
ghanistan. Capt. Ronald G. Luce Jr. and Sgt.
1st Class Alejandro Granado Il were also
killed. 1SG Summers was assigned to the 2nd
Battalion, 20th Special Forces Group (Air-
borne), headquartered in Jackson, Mississippi.

1SG Summers, a native of Bentonia, Mis-
sissippi, graduated from Christian Life Acad-
emy in 1984 and attended Louisiana State
University. He enlisted in the Mississippi Na-
tional Guard in 1989.

1SG Summers awards and decorations in-
clude the Army Commendation Medal, the
Army Achievement Medal, the Army Reserve
Components Achievement Medal, the National
Defense Service Medal, the Global War on
Terrorism Service Medal, the Noncommis-
sioned Officers Professional Development Rib-
bon, the Army Service Ribbon, the Overseas
Service Ribbon, and the Armed Forces Medal.
He also earned the Parachutist Badge, the Air
Assault Badge, the Pathfinder Badge, the
Scuba Diver Badge, the Military Free Fall
Badge and the Ranger and Special Forces
tabs.

1SG Summers is survived by his wife,
Tammy; his three daughters, Jessica, Shelby
and Sarah; and his parents, Severin and
Charlene Summers.

1SG Summers will always be remembered
for his courage and bravery. He sacrificed his
life to protect to protect the freedoms we all
enjoy.

————
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Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise in memory of Army Specialist
(SPC) Larry Kenyatta Brown who paid the ulti-
mate sacrifice while defending our nation April
5, 2003, during Operation Iragi Freedom Ill.
SPC Brown was mortally wounded during a
combat mission to liberate the Iragi city of
Karbala. SPC Brown was assigned to C Com-
pany, 1st Battalion, 414 Infantry Regiment,
Fort Riley, Kansas.

SPC Brown, a Jackson native, attended Bai-
ley Magnet High School where he was a track
and basketball athlete. His high school prin-
cipal, Dorothy Terry, said SPC Brown was a
serious young man who was kind. Terry said
SPC Brown also had a great sense of humor.
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During the funeral held at Blacks Chapel
Baptist Church, Brigadier General Frank
Helmick described SPC Brown’s devotion to
our nation. “Larry Brown displayed the inten-
sive fortitude to fight and complete the mission
even though it meant giving his life for our
country.”

Hundreds of people came to the funeral in-
cluding twenty-nine soldiers from Fort Riley.
Ten soldiers from Fort Polk, Louisiana carried
Brown’s coffin.

SPC Brown’s bravery and courage in serv-
ice to our nation will always be remembered.
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Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise in memory of Marine Staff Ser-
geant (SSgt) Jason Aaron Rogers who paid
the ultimate sacrifice while defending our great
nation on April 7, 2011. SSgt Rogers was
killed in Northern Helmand Province, Afghani-
stan when an improvised explosive device det-
onated while he was clearing a path for
wounded marines in a live mine field during
combat operations. He was assigned to the
2nd Combat Engineer Battalion, 2nd Marine
Division, Il Marine Expeditionary Force out of
Camp Lejeune, North Carolina.

SSgt Rogers was born on April 9, 1982, in
Jackson, MS. He graduated from Brandon
High School in 2000. Shortly after September
11, 2001, SSgt Rogers joined the Marine
Corps, where he served eight years. He was
deployed on six overseas assignments, five of
which were combat deployments in Iraq and
Afghanistan. He was 28 years old at the time
of his death.

SSgt Rogers’ mother, Jenny Smith, recently
said, “I'm extremely proud. He was proud to
serve our country. He had a calling to offer his
life for friends and family. He loved America.
Every year, we hold the Annual Running for
Jason 5K Run/Walk in Brandon to honor his
service.”

Mayor Tim Coulter of Brandon, Mississippi
said, “We are saddened by the death of one
of our hometown heroes, Jason Rogers, a
brave man of character. He will be missed by
our city and our hearts and prayers are with
his family at this time.”

Brandon Winfield, a childhood friend of SSgt
Rogers said, “The loss of Jason Rogers is
going to make this world an emptier and
lonelier and colder place. | could write a War
and Peace sized story of the kind of person
he was. Some people have it; the room just
seemed to be dizzier and brighter with him in
it.”

SSgt Rogers is survived by wife Angela Rita
Marie Rogers. He is also survived by his par-
ents, Jennifer and William Smith, and Liz and
Tracy Aaron Rogers.



February 7, 2018

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF FALL-
EN MISSISSIPPI SOLDIER MA-
RINE FIRST LIEUTENANT (1STLT)
WILLIAM JAMES DONNELLY, IV

HON. TRENT KELLY

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 7, 2018

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise in memory of fallen Mississippi
Marine First Lieutenant (1stLt) William James
Donnelly, IV who gave his life while in service
to our nation on November 25, 2010, during
Operation Enduring Freedom. 1stLt Donnelly
was killed while conducting combat operations
in Helmand Province, Afghanistan. This was
1stLt Donnelly’s first combat deployment. 1stLt
Donnelly was assigned to 3rd Battalion, 5th
Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Division, 1st Ma-
rine Expeditionary Force, Camp Pendleton,
California.

According to the Associated Press, 1stlLt
Donnelly, of Picayune, Mississippi, always
wanted to join the U.S. Marine Corps. He en-
listed in the United States Marine Corps Re-
serve in June 2003 and served as an Assault
Amphibious Vehicle (SSV) crewmember in the
4th Assault Amphibian Battalion, 4th Marine
Division, Gulfport, Mississippi. He transferred
to the U.S. Navy Reserve as a Midshipman to
attend the officer training program at the
United States Merchant Marine Academy in
King’s Point, New York where he served as a
Midshipman Regimental Commander. 1stlLt
Donnelly was commissioned as a 2ndLt in the
United States Marine Corps after graduating in
June 2008 with a Bachelor of Science degree
in Marine Engineering. After TBS, he was des-
ignated an infantry officer in October 2009 and
served as a rifle platoon commander assigned
to the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines, 1st Marine
Division, 1st Marine Expeditionary Force, Kilo
Company, 2nd Platoon, Camp Pendleton,
California. 1stLt Donnelly married his wife, Lin-
sey, on September 11, 2010. He deployed to
Helmand Province, Afghanistan 15 days later.

1stLt Donnelly’s family learned of his death
on Thanksgiving Day 2010. Melissa Donnelly-
Weed, 1stLt Donnelly’s sister, posted on her
Facebook page that day. “Always be thankful
for family,” Melissa said. “I will always be
thankful and grateful | had a wonderful broth-
er. He gave his life today for his country doing
what he loved—being a Marine. | will miss him
forever. | love you, Willl” William J. Donnelly,
I, 1stLt Donnelly’s father, said his son would
not have any regrets even though the loss is
extremely hard to bear. “Will was doing what
he loved to do and what he always wanted to
do,” Mr. Donnelly said. “lI am sure if we could
talk to him now, he would say he had no re-
grets.”

In a release issued by Camp Pendleton, of-
ficials said that they had lost a member of
their own family . “The Marines and sailors of
the 1st Marine Division mourn the loss of 1stLt
Donnelly,” the release read. “Our heartfelt
condolences go out to his family.”

After learning of 1stLt Donnelly’s death, Pic-
ayune Mayor Ed Pinero said it is always hard
to lose a hero and on behalf of the city, they
extended their heartfelt condolences to the
family. “1stLt Donnelly’s sacrifice and that of
all the men and women who fall in combat
protecting our country’s freedom should never
be forgotten,” Mayor Pinero said. Additionally,
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Mayor Pinero announced that 1stLt Donnelly’s
name would be inscribed on a monument in
front of the old city hall in Picayune to ensure
the town’s war heroes are never forgotten.

A funeral service was held Tuesday, De-
cember 14th at the United States Naval Acad-
emy Chapel in Annapolis, Maryland. Intern-
ment was held at Arlington National Cemetery
in Arlington, Virginia. Friends of 1stLt Donnelly
held a memorial service in Picayune at the
same hour of the service at Arlington.

1stLt Donnelly is survived by his parents,
William Donnelly, Ill and Vicki Donnelly; his
two sisters, Lieutenant Junior Grade (LTJG)
Melissa Donnelly-Weed and Rebecca Don-
nelly; his wife, Linsey Becker-Donnelly; and
his nephew Christian Weed.

1stLt Donnelly was awarded the Purple
Heart, the National Defense Service Medal,
the Korean Defense Service Medal, the Af-
ghanistan Campaign Medal, and the Combat
Action Ribbon.

1stLt Donnelly’s service and sacrifice to de-
fend America will always be remembered.

———

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate of February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.

As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for
printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on Monday and Wednesday of each
week.

Meetings scheduled for Thursday,
February 8, 2018 may be found in the
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD.

MEETINGS SCHEDULED

FEBRUARY 12
5 p.m.
Committee on Foreign Relations
To receive a closed briefing on the Coun-
tering America’s Adversaries Through
Sanctions Act.
SVC-217

FEBRUARY 13

10 a.m.
Committee on Armed Services
To hold closed hearings to examine the
United States Special Operations Com-
mand in review of the Defense Author-
ization Request for fiscal year 2019 and
the Future Years Defense Program.
SVC-217
Committee on the Budget
To hold hearings to examine the Presi-
dent’s proposed budget request for fis-
cal year 2019.
SD-608
Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions
To hold hearings to examine improving
animal health, focusing on reauthoriza-
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tion of Food and Drug Administration
Animal Drug User Fees.
SD-430
2:30 p.m.
Committee on Armed Services
Subcommittee on Cybersecurity
To hold hearings to examine the Depart-
ment of Defense’s role in protecting
democratic elections.

SR-222
FEBRUARY 14
10 a.m.
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Joseph Simons, of Virginia,
Christine S. Wilson, of Virginia, Noah
Joshua Phillips, of Maryland, and
Rohit Chopra, of New York, each to be
a Federal Trade Commissioner.

SR-253
Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs

Business meeting to consider H.R. 2825,
to amend the Homeland Security Act
of 2002 to make certain improvements
in the laws administered by the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, S. 2221,
to repeal the multi-State plan pro-
gram, S. 2296, to increase access to
agency guidance documents, S. 2113, to
amend title 41, United States Code, to
improve the manner in which Federal
contracts for design and construction
services are awarded, to prohibit the
use of reverse auctions for design and
construction services procurements, S.
2349, to direct the Director of the Office
of Management and Budget to establish
an interagency working group to study
Federal efforts to collect data on sex-
ual violence and to make recommenda-
tions on the harmonization of such ef-
forts, S. 2178, to require the Council of
Inspectors General on Integrity and Ef-
ficiency to make open recommenda-
tions of Inspectors General publicly
available, S. 2014, to require greater
transparency for Federal regulatory
decisions that impact small businesses,
H.R. 2229, to amend title 5, United
States Code, to provide permanent au-
thority for judicial review of certain
Merit Systems Protection Board deci-
sions relating to whistleblowers, S. 931,
to designate the facility of the United
States Postal Service located at 4910
Brighton Boulevard in Denver, Colo-
rado, as the ‘‘George Sakato Post Of-
fice”’, S. 2040, to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 621 Kansas Avenue in Atch-
ison, Kansas, as the ‘‘Amelia Earhart
Post Office Building’’, H.R. 294, to des-
ignate the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 2700 Cullen
Boulevard in Pearland, Texas, as the
“Endy Nddiobong Ekpanya Post Office
Building’’, H.R. 452, to designate the fa-
cility of the United States Postal Serv-
ice located at 324 West Saint Louis
Street in Pacific, Missouri, as the
‘“‘Specialist Jeffrey L. White, Jr. Post
Office”’, H.R. 1207, to designate the fa-
cility of the United States Postal Serv-
ice located at 306 River Street in
Tilden, Texas, as the ‘‘Tilden Veterans
Post Office”’, H.R. 1208, to designate the
facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 91565 Schaefer Road,
Converse, Texas, as the ‘“Converse Vet-
erans Post Office Building’’, H.R. 1858,
to designate the facility of the United
States Postal Service located at 4514
Williamson Trail in Liberty, Pennsyl-
vania, as the ‘‘Staff Sergeant Ryan
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