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County levees. Ms. Serger’s passion, dedica-
tion, and diligence in all facets of her life are
truly worthy of recognition.

———

CONSTITUENT COMMENTS ON
SOBER LIVING HOME PROBLEMS

HON. DANA ROHRABACHER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 16, 2018

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
again regarding the hearing held by the Judici-
ary Subcommittee on the Constitution and
Civil Justice on September 28, 2018 on the
issue of sober living homes. At that hearing, |
had the privilege of testifying in support of my
bill, H.R. 5724, to restore local oversight over
sober living homes. As part of my testimony,
| submitted to the Subcommittee letters from
many of my constituents about problems with
sober living homes caused by current federal
law preventing appropriate local oversight. For
the benefit of my colleagues and the American
people, | include in the RECORD the fourth
group of these constituent letters below:

A sober living home was across the street
from me and my family for one year. Three
more were around the block from me and
those residents did not have parking. Our
street was filled with parked cars going di-
rectly into these sober living homes. In addi-
tion, our streets were constantly littered
with trash, needles & cigarette buds. Since
friends of SLHs are not allowed to go within
a certain distance to the SLH property,
young male adults would sit under my bas-
ketball hoop smoking cigarettes in front of
my then 12 and 10-year-old kids, waiting for
the occupants to come outside. The police
were called on at least 3 occasions with prob-
lems with the house across from me, and nu-
merous occasions with the homes around the
block. I have witnessed 3 clients of SLHs
being taken away on stretchers in ambu-
lances, with police involvement. Young
adults who relapse or are kicked out of SLHs
run amok through our residential streets
breaking into cars and houses, buying and
selling drugs in our neighborhoods filled
with children. The amount of SLHs in Costa
Mesa are a major problem, just ask our
CMPD and businesses throughout our city.
Our CM City Council wants to reduce the
amount of SLHs in residential neighborhoods
based on complaints from residents and busi-
nesses. Every city should have a say in this
and be able to vote on local ordinances.
Thank you in advance for considering this
bill.

KEITH FRAINIE,
Costa Mesa, California.

The house next door to me was purchased
by an investor who owned numerous sober
living facilities in Costa Mesa and through-
out Orange County. His company name was
[REDACTED]. The owner is [NAME]. He re-
modeled the home and told me he was going
to sell it. He rented it to a chain of rehab lo-
cations [REDACTED] that was finally ex-
posed as fraudulent and closed. Then rented
it again to another rehab company. In 7
years I was victimized as a single senior who
had been a resident for 25 years in the same
location. Constant turmoil, chain smoking,
profanity, etc. I reported all to the state,
code enforcement, and city officials. My
health was seriously affected to the point of
surgery and trauma therapy. I tried to pay
for 1/2 of a block wall, to rent the house to
another tenant, and pleaded to no avail with
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the owner. All of the complaints are on
record even the meetings in person with the
owner of the rehab with code enforcement. I
was told my property value had decreased by
40-60% because of the neighbors. There are
numerous empty commercial facilities that
can be used for this purpose. As a volunteer
for [REDACTED] for 30 years I empathize
with their cause, but not at the cost of seri-
ous illness and trauma to their neighbors.
Contact numbers provided were not an-
swered, staff was transient and unavailable,
even the state Department of Health said
they would not come from Sacramento to in-
vestigate and even if they did they would not
be able to catch them in the act. Please for
all parties concerned confine rehab facilities
to commercial buildings not to residential
neighborhoods. Thank you.
MARILYN BROOKS,
Costa Mesa, California.

I like to share with Congress that my rep-
resentative, Dana Rohrabacher, is mis-
leading his constituency once again. He has
neglected to share the first line of the sum-
mary with us and is trying to create a law to
pander to his base. The summary reads:

Shown Here: Introduced in House (05/09/
2018) Restoring Community Oversight of
Sober Living Homes Act of 2018.

This bill amends the Patient Protection
and Affordable Care Act to remove substance
use disorder services from the list of essen-
tial health benefits that must be covered by
health plans.

The bill also amends the Fair Housing Act
to address state and local zoning laws re-
garding recovery facilities (buildings that
are occupied by individuals who are handi-
capped by drug addiction or alcoholism and
that prohibit controlled substances and alco-
hol). The bill specifies that federal anti-dis-
crimination laws do not bar any state or
local zoning laws that prohibit recovery fa-
cilities in residential areas. Recovery facili-
ties must also comply with all state and
local zoning laws in order to receive federal
funds.

I do not approve of this bill or my rep-
resentative.

I look forward to my story being inserted
into the hearing record and the Congres-
sional Record. Or is that just for people who
agree with you?

DEBORAH WILDER,
Westminster, California.

My husband and I bought our house in 2001
and have lived here ever since. In fact, I grew
up in this tract in a home on the other side
of [REDACTED] Middle School, as have
many of the neighbors. I can tell you it is a
quiet, safe neighborhood where people take
care of their homes and generally take pride
in their surroundings. This past April the
house next door sold [REDACTED], owned by
[NAME], and turned into what we later
learned was a Sober Living house, registered
for up to five females. In reality, the house
is less of a sober living house and more of a
quasi ‘‘half-way house’’/‘‘drug house’’.

The house is a 5 bedroom/2 bath house with
a two-car garage. What initially started as
more of an inconvenience due to the mul-
tiple cars coming and going, blocking our
drive way, and actually backing into my 77-
year old mothers car when she came to visit,
has turned into something much more dis-
turbing. Several of the initial residents who
portrayed themselves to my husband as a
couple of college students and friends, have
long since moved out. Multiple other resi-
dents have arrived, stayed a few days, and
left. Aside from overgrown grass, their dogs
left outside overnight barking incessantly,
and visitors at all hours of the night, the sit-
uation has grown more concerning.
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In the early morning hours of Friday, Au-
gust 24th, the neighborhood was awoken to
multiple police cars in the area, two to three
at any time parked in front of my house with
lights flashing as they are interviewing one
of the primary residents next door as an ap-
parent drug sale went bad. This carried on
for several hours as helicopters hovered over
the neighborhood looking for several people
that took off on foot. We later learned that
several of these individuals were running
from back yard to back yard down the
street, knocking on windows, causing fear in
the neighborhood. We later learned the next
morning looking at video from our Arlo cam-
eras that one of the individuals involved ac-
tually walked up to our front door and at-
tempted to knock, before leaving. We also
learned after looking at video taken from
the neighbors across the street that a white
truck carrying several of the individuals in-
volved with the incident actually pulled into
our driveway. This video was offered to the
police and our video of the evening was for-
warded to HBPD referencing Incident [RE-
DACTED]. Whether they confused our house
with the next-door house, or whether they
meant to pull in to our driveway we will
never know. But nonetheless, having some-
one pull into your driveway, drop off several
people looking to either buy or sell or use
drugs, walk up to your doorstep and then
proceed to try and disrupt your neighbor-
hood by running through backyards in the
middle of the night is unacceptable.

In addition to pulling into our driveway
and trespassing through our yard and at-
tempting to knock on our door in the middle
of the night, several people were discovered
on the street adjacent to our house appar-
ently using narcotics. Upon police arrival,
they ran leaving an amount of narcotics
deemed trafficking. One of the individuals
trespassed across our property in an attempt
to evade the police only to drop his wallet on
our front yard and a compact multi-use tool
with hammer on our driveway. HBPD gath-
ered the evidence from us the following
morning after we reported it.

In summary, in the four short months
since [NAME] (address listed at [ADDRESS])
has owned the home and chosen to take on
the liability associated with renting his
property out as a quasi ‘“‘Sober Living’/
‘“‘Halfway House”/‘‘Drug House’’, the situa-
tion has escalated from being that of a nui-
sance to being criminal and having the very
likely probability of negatively impacting
property values, endangering children at
[REDACTED] Middle School just around the
corner and if not stopped, being the begin-
ning of blight in Huntington Beach.

KRISTEN SANDBERG,
Huntington Beach, California.

I have seen the city of Costa Mesa go from
a friendly, safe, community neighborhood
when I grew up during the 70’s and 80’s to a
drug and homeless infested area that is al-
most unrecognizable. I cannot believe our
local government has no power in regulating
the number of sober living homes. Please
take a moment to check for how many SLH
are in just Costa Mesa. There needs to be a
way where the drug users can get help but
not at the expense of the local residents. By
allowing such a large concentration of SLH’s
in the city I fear for the safety of children
and women. Please allow the local govern-
ment to set standards and volume of SLH’s
allowed. When the patient is being treated at
a SLH if their treatment fails or if their
money runs out they are often displaced
onto the streets of the city they are housed
in. Just knowing this you can imagine how
many homeless people in Costa Mesa come
from these homes. That does not allow for
the fact of how noisy, dirty, and unsafe these
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homes can be. Please fight for the average
citizen by allowing local governments to es-
tablish limits and guidelines for all SLH’s to
follow. Don’t forget us the average, tax pay-
ing citizen.
JEFFREY FREI,
Costa Mesa, California.

I submit my testimony from the perspec-
tive of a registered nurse. I have worked at
a local hospital for many years, where I have
taken care of patients who resided at a local
sober living facility. They were always from
out of state, citing that Costa Mesa and the
surrounding area are the Mecca for sober liv-
ing facilities, providing verification for the
“recruitment’ process to our city.

As a nurse, I confirm that we do a dis-
service to the sober living residents by not
maintaining and demanding stricter regula-
tion, assessment, and regular evaluation.
The hospital must submit to regular inspec-
tion and regulation. Why should the sober
living facilities not be held to the same level
of standard, where they are equally respon-
sible for the welfare and care of their cli-
ents? By allowing lax guidelines and loop-
holes like the Fair Housing Act to protect
the owners, the vulnerable clients do not re-
ceive the care they need to succeed in their
programs but instead end up in situations
where they are allowed to engage in activi-
ties that harm their recovery and subject
neighborhoods to various levels of harm as
well. In regard to those clients who fail their
programs and become homeless in our com-
munity, an added level of public health
issues is created.

Better policies and procedures must be put
in place to allow our local government to
regulate the sober living facilities and pro-
vide the authority to help those in need
without jeopardizing the health of the cli-
ents and our city as a whole.

LAURI MCMILLEN,
Costa Mesa, California.

Many Thanks Dana Rohrabacher for cham-
pioning this awful situation local residents
are in. There are far too many mid 20-year
old persons walking the streets mid-day
wearing back backs on a daily basis. I can
also tell they are not local residents. We’ve
had a bike stolen since living in Costa Mesa.
Lived in Newport Beach for 30 years without
a problem. I pay approximately $14,000 annu-
ally in property taxes and do not feel safe in
my own Costa Mesa community. People ap-
proaching me at gas stations asking for
money. It’s scary.

COLLEEN PILZ,
Costa Mesa, California.

———————

EASTLAND TEXAS’ OWN, CLIFTON
A. HORN

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 16, 2018

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the small
rural Texas town of Eastland is the home of
Clifton A. Horn who was born there 92 years
ago on October 24th. After graduating from
high school in 1943, he worked in the ship-
yards building destroyer escorts for the U.S.
Navy in Orange, Texas. In 1944, the Colonel,
as he is known to all, was inducted into the
Army Air Corps as an aviation cadet training
to be a multiengine pilot. However, World War
Il ended before he was able to serve.

The Colonel returned to Texas to attend the
University of Houston where he served as a
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judge on the Student Court, as president of
his fraternity, and as a member of the student
government. Colonel Horn worked to establish
the ROTC program at the University of Hous-
ton and was in the first class of members who
graduated from the program at the University
of Houston. His portrait still hangs on the wall
in the ROTC office.

While attending the University of Houston,
Clifton was a volunteer that fought the fire
caused by a fertilizer explosion on the S.S.
Grandcamp, a French freighter. The explosion
obliterated Texas City, killing nearly 600 peo-
ple, and lifting ships directly out of the water.
The Texas City Disaster of April 1947 was the
largest non-nuclear explosion killing hundreds
and destroying the docks.

After graduating from the University of
Houston, he was commissioned as a 2nd
Lieutenant and called to active duty. The Colo-
nel then served in the 7th Field Artillery of the
Big Red One 1st Infantry, attended Basic Offi-
cers Course, and then served as a Company
Commander in Korea’s 142nd Quartermasters
Battalion, then served as a Group Commander
at Ft. Bragg. He served all over Germany, Eu-
rope, Japan and the United States. During this
time, he also graduated from the United
States Army War College.

Colonel Horn’s decorated career continued
as he served as an advisor to the Vietnamese
Army during his first tour of Vietnam. During
his second tour, he commanded a firebase as
a battalion commander in the 1st Cavalry Divi-
sion Airmobile. After his final tour in Vietnam,
Colonel Horn was transferred to Washington,
D.C. to serve in the Immediate Office of the
Assistant to the Secretary of the Army. It was
during this time that he was promoted to full
Colonel.

In 1972, he was transferred to Germany as
the Commander of the US Army Procurement
Agency Europe. The Colonel retired in 1978
after honorably serving his nation for over 30
years. He can now be found most days on the
golf course or playing gin or poker in the lock-
er room of the Atascocita Country Club. Clif-
ton’s daughter-in-law, Tonia Horn, a United
States Air Force Veteran, is a member of my
Texas staff. For all of his world travels, the
Colonel is happiest when surrounded by his
wife of 62 years, three children, seven grand-
children and nine great grandchildren.

Happy golfing, Colonel Horn. Your bravery
and courage has helped make our nation a
safer place.

And that is just the way it is.

———

2018 NORTHERN INDIANA AREA
LABOR FEDERATION COMMUNITY
LABOR AWARDS

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 16, 2018

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is my dis-
tinct honor to congratulate several of North-
west Indiana’s finest citizens. The Northern In-
diana Area Labor Federation, American Fed-
eration of Labor—Congress of Industrial Orga-
nizations (AFL—-CIO), will recognize several in-
dividuals and organizations for their dedication
and service during the Northern Indiana Area
Labor Federation Community Labor Awards
Reception, which will be held at Duneland
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Falls Banquet Center in Chesterton, Indiana,
on Thursday, October 18, 2018. These individ-
uals, in addition to all Northern Indiana Area
Labor Federation members who have served
Northwest Indiana so diligently for such a long
period of time, are the epitome of the ideal
American worker: loyal, dedicated, and hard-
working.

At this year's event, several individuals and
organizations will receive special recognition.
North Township Trustee Frank J. Mrvan will
be the recipient of the Service to Labor Award
for his many years of support to the labor
movement and his outstanding dedication to
union members.

The Union Labor Award will be presented to
Ryan Reithel, Business Manager, IBEW Local
697, for his unselfish devotion to the labor
movement through its promotion in all areas:
social, civic, educational, and political.

The Chicago UAW—Ford Community Serv-
ice Team will be recognized with the Commu-
nity Services Award for its exemplary work on
behalf of the community and to the enhance-
ment of the quality of life for residents and
visitors of Northwest Indiana.

Lorenzo Crowell, Jr., SEIU Healthcare IN/IL,
will be honored with the Lifetime Achievement
Award for his many years of labor activism
and his commitment to his community. For the
exceptional service he has provided to the
people of Northwest Indiana, he is worthy of
our admiration and respect.

Tom Schmitt, USW 7-1, will be presented
the George Meany Award for his significant
contributions to the youth of our communities
through his involvement with the Boy Scouts
of America.

The President’s Award will be presented to
Indiana State Senator Karen Tallian and Indi-
ana State Representative Chuck Moseley for
their dedication to the labor movement and
their noteworthy service to the organization.
They are truly worthy of the honors bestowed
upon them.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you and my distin-
guished colleagues join me in congratulating
these dedicated, honorable, and exemplary
citizens, while commending all of the hard-
working union men and women throughout
America. They have shown commitment and
courage toward their pursuits, and | am proud
to represent each of them in Washington, D.C.

———

CONGRATULATIONS TO NEW COV-
ENANT ACADEMY ON 40 YEARS
OF ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

HON. BILLY LONG

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 16, 2018

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the work of New Covenant Academy,
located in Springfield, Missouri.

New Covenant Academy was founded in
1979 by a group of parents and grandparents,
who wanted to afford their children the right to
a Christian education. This dedicated group
could not have imagined that after 40 years in
operation, the school would grow from 22 en-
rolled students during the first year, to 650 this
academic year. It is fitting, that to celebrate
their 40th Anniversary, New Covenant Acad-
emy will open a second campus, providing a
new home to the 5th through 8th grade class-
es.
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