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as the Lemoore Chamber of Commerce 2018
Agriculturalist of the Year.

Pete Hanse was born and raised in Califor-
nia’s Central Valley, attending local schools
and choosing to remain in the community as
an adult. Establishing a successful family busi-
ness, Hanse Farms Inc., Mr. Hanse has
earned a well-known reputation for his dedica-
tion to protecting and preserving the agri-
culture industry in Kings County and the great-
er Central Valley region.

Mr. Hanse has further shown his service to
the community by his involvement in the Kings
County Farm Bureau. For forty-four consecu-
tive years, which is an accomplishment in and
of itself, he has volunteered on its Board of Di-
rectors. He has held every position on the
Board, including serving as President from
1986 to 1988. His involvement continued with
his participation in numerous California Farm
Bureau state conventions, establishing rela-
tionships and gaining knowledge from organi-
zations outside of Kings County.

Through his decades of experience, Mr.
Hanse has become known for his superior
knowledge on many topics in the agriculture
industry. His peers look to him for direction on
industry challenges and he is consistently will-
ing to share his wisdom with others. Through
his dedication and involvement in the commu-
nity, Mr. Hanse has become known for his reli-
ability, hard-working character, and leadership
for the industry.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives to
join me in commending Mr. Pete Hanse on his
dedicated service to the Central Valley and on
being honored as the Lemoore Chamber of
Commerce 2018 Agriculturalist of the Year.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE EDW. C. LEVY CO.

HON. TIM WALBERG

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 7, 2018

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the 100th anniversary of the Edw.
C. Levy Co., which was founded in 1918 when
Edward C. Levy, Sr. started a trucking busi-
ness in Detroit, Michigan area.

A short time later, Levy started hauling
away steel slag for the Ford Motor Company’s
River Rouge plant, and then other steel mills.

He began to crush the slag and sell it as
road-base material—a move that paved the
way for the company’s continuing expansion
and development.

Today, under the leadership of Ed Levy, Jr.
and S. Evan Weiner, the Levy Group of Com-
panies has grown into an international busi-
ness with locations across the United States
and the globe.

Their products and services include steel
mill services, slag, natural aggregates, as-
phalt, concrete and cement, specialty prod-
ucts, logistics, lab services, land development,
and agricultural products.

The company is committed to promoting the
well-being of their employees and recognizing
contributions made by the hardworking, loyal
people who work there.

As a good neighbor, Levy is also active in
helping to fund local projects and in contrib-
uting to charitable organizations that improve
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the quality of life in the communities where
they are located.

As they celebrate 100 years, Levy maintains
a prominent position in the global marketplace
and has a sterling reputation for excellence,
innovation, and cooperation.

It is a lasting legacy that undoubtedly
reaches far beyond Edward C. Levy, Sr.’s
wildest dreams.

IN HONOR OF ALVARADOSMITH

HON. J. LUIS CORREA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 7, 2018

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the AlvaradoSmith law firm in California.
Since 1993, AlvaradoSmith has provided legal
counsel to public agencies, large non-profit
corporations, municipalities, emerging busi-
nesses, mid-sized companies and Fortune 500
companies. Since then they have opened
three offices across California in Santa Ana,
Los Angeles and San Francisco, in addition to
international locations in Latin America.
AlvaradoSmith uses state-of-the-art technology
and attorneys with a wealth of experience in
different sectors to provide clients with innova-
tive solutions.

The AlvaradoSmith firm was established by
Ray Alvarado and Ruben A. Smith with core
principles around diversity, excellence, integ-
rity, and community leadership. They have
shown their commitment to these values as
one of the largest minority-owned law firm in
the nation and the largest certified minority-
owned law firm in California. Their highly-
qualified attorneys attended the nation’s pres-
tigious law schools including Berkley Law,
Cornell, Georgetown, UCLA, USC and Yale.
Their attorneys have breadth in their expertise
ranging from business litigation to intellectual
property. Their clients include Netflix, Shell,
University of California, Restoration Hardware,
Southern California Edison and Northrop
Grumman.

Today, AlvaradoSmith serve as champions
for diversity in legal counsel and continue to
set the example for other law firms.
AlvaradoSmith fosters inclusivity through their
ability to speak over five different languages,
investment in a multi-generational workforce,
creation of women’s leadership forum, and
multi-disciplinary practice. | am honored to
recognize AlvaradoSmith and its 25 years of
dedication to diversity and inclusion.

HERB MEYER

HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 7, 2018

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
memory of an inspirational community leader,
Herb Meyer, who recently passed away at the
age of 87. Mr. Meyer was one of the sailing
world’s premier disabled racers, and he was
dedicated to reducing barriers facing people
with disabilities.

Born in 1931, Mr. Meyer began his sailing
career at 12 years old in New Jersey. After
serving in the Korean War as a jet fighter pilot,
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he moved to California in 1963. Once in the
Bay Area, Mr. Meyer started racing out of Bel-
vedere Cove and eventually moved to Marin
county in 1980.

In July of 1993, while sailing on San Fran-
cisco Bay, Mr. Meyer broke his neck and be-
came a paraplegic. After sailing for over 30
years, Herb thought his days on the water
were over. Thanks to the Bay Area Associa-
tion of Disabled Sailors, Mr. Meyer was re-
trained on sailing with a disability, and back
out on the bay just one year after his accident.
He continued competitive sailing and partici-
pated in Paralympic and other international
races including in Canada, ltaly, Switzerland,
the Netherlands, and Australia.

Over the years, Mr. Meyer joined many
community organizations serving the disabled.
In addition to serving as Commodore for the
Bay Area Association of Disabled Sailors in
2002, he was on the boards of the Marin Cen-
ter for Independent Living and the Treasure Is-
land Sailing Center, and he was a founding
member of the county’s In-Home Support
Services chapter. These efforts also translated
to national action, as Mr. Meyer chaired the
Special Needs Committee for the United
States Sailing Association.

Herb Meyer served his country during a
time of war and his community thereafter. He
faced his disability and worked tirelessly to not
only continue his passion for sailing but to
lower the barriers for other to do the same.
Mr. Speaker, it is therefore fitting that we
honor Herb today for his decades of commit-
ment to helping people with disabilities over-
come barriers and follow their passions. His
presence will be sorely missed, and his lead-
ership not be soon forgotten.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. STEVEN M. PALAZZ0

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 7, 2018

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, due to tropical
storm Gordon, which impacted my district on
9/4/18, | was en route back to Washington
and unable to vote on the following roll call
votes on 9/6/18. Had | been present, | would
have voted NAY on Roll Call No. 392.

HONORING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE CONSECRATION OF
ST. GEORGE’S MACEDONIAN OR-
THODOX CHURCH

HON. JOHN KATKO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 7, 2018

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of the 50th anniversary of the Mac-
edonian Orthodox Church’s consecration in
Syracuse, New York. The Macedonian Ortho-
dox Church has long been a staple in the Syr-
acuse community and currently serves 200
families in the area.

Known locally as St. George, the congrega-
tion traces its roots back to 1964 when twenty
Macedonian immigrant families established the
church in upstate New York. Once estab-
lished, the church registered under the juris-
diction of the Mother church, the Macedonian




E1222

Orthodox Church and the Holy Synod of
Bishops in Skopje, Macedonia. Shortly there-
after, in 1965, the first Divine Liturgy was de-
livered to St. George’s church by Archbishop
Dositej Stojoki¢ in Macedonian. The visit by
Archbishop Dositej was a success, resulting in
the consecration of a permanent church on
July 1, 1968.

St. George’s rapidly expanded in the 1970’s
and by the end of the decade there was a
need for a new church to accommodate more
members. A new church hall was constructed
and occupied by St. George’s in 1981. On
September 15, 1985, the new church was
consecrated by the Metropolitan Kiril. After fur-
ther successes and a growing parish, St.
George’s underwent its final renovation to date
in the 1990’s. This renovation included an ex-
pansion of the church hall and the installment
of a beautiful stain glass window collection.
These efforts were led by Father Branko
Postolovski, who continues to lead St.
George’s today.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the members of the
House to join me in honoring the history and
contributions of St. George’s Macedonian Or-
thodox Church. It is my hope that St. George’s
continues to thrive and serve the Syracuse
area for many more years to come.

————

HONORING BRIGADIER GENERAL
BENJAMIN F. ADAMS III

HON. ANDY BARR

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 7, 2018

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Brigadier General Benjamin F. Adams
Ill. He is an exemplary leader who has served
our nation for forty years in military service.

General Adams received his commission
through the ROTC program at the University
of Mississippi in 1978. He completed flight
school in 1980 and spent 15 years on active
duty with the United States Army. He has
commanded at the company, battalion, and
brigade levels. Active duty assignments in-
cluded the United States Army Aviation Cen-
ter, Fort Rucker, Alabama; the 101st Airborne
Division (Air Assault) and the 160th Special
Operations Aviation Regiment (Airborne) at
Fort Campbell, Kentucky; Army Reserve Per-
sonnel Center, Saint Louis, Missouri; and the
Combined Forces Land Component Com-
mand, Kuwait and Baghdad, Iraq. He served
as a military technician in the Kentucky Na-
tional Guard as the Commonwealth of Ken-
tucky’s State Army Aviation Officer; J1 and
Army Chief of Staff from September 1999 to
November 2012.

General Adams’ most recent service has
been as Commander, Land Component Com-
mand, Kentucky Army National Guard. In this
position, he served as an assistant and advi-
sor to the Adjutant General of Kentucky. He
was responsible for manning, training, and
equipping a force of over 8,500 Army and Air
Guardsmen.

Following a career of forty years of service,
General Adams is retiring from Army service.
He will continue to serve as the Kentucky De-
partment of Veteran’s Affairs Commissioner.
His service there is valuable to all of Ken-
tucky’s many veterans.

It is my honor today to recognize this ex-
traordinary patriot, Brigadier General Benjamin
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F. Adams, as he retires from Army service.
His service and his leadership are greatly ap-
preciated.

——

TACKLING FENTANYL: THE CHINA
CONNECTION

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 7, 2018

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker,
yesterday we held a hearing at the Sub-
committee on Africa, Global Health, Global
Human Rights, and International Organiza-
tions, which | chair.

Chinese-made fentanyl, a synthetic opioid,
is killing Americans—more than 29,000 in
2017 alone. We must hold the Chinese gov-
ernment accountable.

Kirsten D. Madison, Assistant Secretary of
State for International Narcotics and Law En-
forcement Affairs testified that China is “a pri-
mary source of illicit synthetic drugs coming to
the United States.”

Paul E. Knierim, Deputy Chief of Operations
at the Office of Global Enforcement for the
Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA), stat-
ed in his testimony that “China is one of the
world’s top producers of the precursor chemi-
cals used to manufacture methamphetamine
and fentanyl, as well as the chemicals used to
process heroin and cocaine.”

Ocean County, New Jersey Prosecutor Jo-
seph Coronato, has called the China-made
fentanyl sent into the United States a “syn-
thetic storm” that is “devastating.”

He noted thankfully that local law enforce-
ment is doing something about it—like his pro-
gram that allows drug abusers to voluntarily
turn themselves in at a police station—more
than 800 since 2017—without being pros-
ecuted. A program that has almost certainly
reduced deaths.

Still, Prosecutor Coronato noted that based
on his medical examiner toxicology analysis,
in 2014, 10 percent of overdose deaths had
fentanyl in their systems. Shockingly, in 2018,
fentanyl-related deaths have jumped to 80
percent or more.

He also told the committee that “synthetics
will become the predominate type of illegal
drugs abused within the next 5 years” and
that “in many instances” it is being sold “right
over the internet.”

| asked both the State Department and DEA
what the U.S. is doing to hold China account-
able for fentanyl in the U.S. Are we using ex-
isting tools to hold bad actors in China ac-
countable? We have tools, such as the Global
Magnitsky Act, which targets corrupt officials
and human rights abusers.

Recently the House passed comprehensive
legislation to address the opioid crisis includ-
ing the Synthetics and Overdose Prevention
Act. The bill requires the U.S. Postal Service
(as private carriers like UPS and Fed-Ex are
currently required to do) to obtain advance
electronic data (AED)—detailed info on the
shipper and addressee and other data-em-
powering Customs and Border Protection to
target fentanyl and other illegal drug ship-
ments.

Bryce Pardo of the RAND Corporation testi-
fied that the potency of fentanyl has sharply
increased the number of opioid overdoses
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. and that the drug overdose crisis now
surpasses major public health epidemics of
prior generations, including the HIV/AIDS epi-
demic.

Every single Congressional district in Amer-
ica has felt the scourge of the opioid epidemic.
Don Holman, who was in the audience yester-
day, lost his son, Garrett, to an overdose of
synthetic fentanyl. Don’s written testimony
submitted to the committee, reports that the
package came straight from China. His son or-
dered it online, not knowing of the poisonous
effects fentanyl has.

Last week, | spoke at the Mercer County,
International Overdose Awareness Day spon-
sored by Prosecutor Angelo Onofri and
Robbinsville Mayor David Fried. Personal tes-
timonies offered by survivors and recovering
abusers were deeply moving.

Trenton Police Chief Pedro Medina spoke of
the loss of his son, Petey, and assured the
audience that there is a “God who can help all
of you.”

Advocate Mark Manning, who lost his son
Christopher, spoke of his ongoing pain but
urged all to work together to help the vulner-
able.

And Adrienne Petta recounted the horrors of
her addiction and the impact on her family—
she is now a recovery specialist.

For the record, Monmouth County Pros-
ecutor Christopher Gramiccioni’'s Opioids Di-
version Program, steers certain low-level non-
violent offenders to treatment rather than tradi-
tional criminal prosecution, and Mercer County
Prosecutor Angelo Onofri's Community Addic-
tion Recovery Effort (CARE) program which
emphasizes treatment-first interventions for
opioid addicts.

We must look at this as a disease. Go after
those who are marketing and selling fentanyl
and offer programs and assistance to those
who need help.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 50TH WEDDING
ANNIVERSARY OF DAVID AND
CAROL WITHERINGTON

HON. ERIC A. “RICK” CRAWFORD

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 7, 2018

Mr. CRAWFORD. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the 50th wedding anniversary of
David and Carol Witherington. When they met,
Chicagoan Carol Leonard was 17. Ten-
nessean David Witherington was on leave,
and visiting Carol's hometown of Melrose
Park, lllinois. Following David’s honorable dis-
charge, they eloped and married on Sep-
tember 7, 1968, in Clinton, Kentucky. Mr. and
Mrs. Witherington worked in the plastics indus-
try, and their careers took them across the
United States, along the way adopting two
sons. In 1985 the family sold their house,
moved to Colorado, and started their own suc-
cessful plastics company—the BroCom Cor-
poration. Today, the Witheringtons live in
beautiful Mountain Home, Arkansas, and are
celebrating 50 years of marriage.
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