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individuals who are blind, visually impaired or 
have combined hearing and vision loss to live, 
work and thrive in communities of their choice 
in Brooklyn, the surrounding communities, and 
the entire New York Region. 

On behalf of all residents of the 7th District 
and indeed all New Yorkers, I offer best wish-
es and heartiest congratulations to HKS. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. STEVE KING 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 6, 2018 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
able to vote on January 17, 2018 due to an 
unforeseen delay. Had I been present, I would 
have voted as follows: YES on Roll Call No. 
21. 

f 

RECOGNIZING GREEHEY CHIL-
DREN’S CANCER RESEARCH IN-
STITUTE AT THE UNIVERSITY 
OF TEXAS HEALTH SCIENCE 
CENTER AT SAN ANTONIO 

HON. LAMAR SMITH 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 6, 2018 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, since 
2004, the Greehey Children’s Cancer Re-
search Institute (Greehey CCRI) at the Univer-
sity of Texas Health Science Center at San 
Antonio (UT Health San Antonio) has ad-
vanced scientific knowledge relevant to child-
hood cancer, contributed to the understanding 
of causes of childhood cancer, and acceler-
ated the translation of knowledge into novel 
therapies. Through discovery, development, 
and dissemination of new scientific knowledge, 
Greehey CCRI strives to have a national and 
global impact on the problem of childhood 
cancer. 

Cancer biology, genomics, RNA metabolism 
and experimental therapeutics are among its 
many areas of strength in research. Addition-
ally, Greehey CCRI is developing expertise in 
drug discovery, target identification and nano- 
technology driven delivery of small molecule 
and RNA therapeutics. 

Recently, Greehey CCRI partnered with the 
Mays Cancer Center at UT Health San Anto-
nio MD Anderson to become a member of The 
Pediatric Oncology Experimental Therapeutics 
Investigators’ Consortium (POETIC). Their 
studies focus on the biological basis for anti- 
cancer therapy, and discover and evaluate 
new agents and novel combinations of thera-
pies early in clinical development. 

The educational mission of the Greehey 
CCRI is to train the next generation of re-
searchers in pediatric cancer research. This 
includes creating a pipeline of trainees through 
their program for undergraduates engaged in 
summer research, medical students within the 
MD with Distinction in Research program, fel-
lows in the Accreditation Council for Graduate 
Medical Education—approved hematology-on-
cology fellowship program, as well as the tra-
ditional graduate programs in Cancer Biology 
and other relevant areas. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in supporting 
the critical research done by organizations like 
the Greehey CCRI. 

THE PURPLE HEART 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 6, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, August 7th 
marked the 236th anniversary of the creation 
of one of our nation’s most iconic military 
decorations: the Purple Heart. 

On August 7, 1782, General George Wash-
ington ordered the creation of the Badge for 
Military Merit, to be presented to soldiers who 
demonstrated exceptional bravery in battle. 
The award was marked by a heart-shaped 
piece of purple cloth, intended to be worn on 
the left side of the recipient’s chest. 

Only three soldiers—Sergeants Daniel Biss-
ell, William Brown, and Elijah Churchill—re-
ceived this decoration during the Revolu-
tionary War. Though this award was the pre-
cursor for our nation’s highest military honor, 
the Congressional Medal of Honor, the gov-
ernment gave no other soldiers the Badge for 
Military Merit until the 20th Century. Then, it 
was General Douglas MacArthur, Chief of 
Staff of the Army at the time, who helped res-
urrect this award in 1932, when the War De-
partment created the Order of the Purple 
Heart. 

Since then, millions of American servicemen 
and women have received this decoration 
after being wounded in battle. From the World 
Wars to the current wars in the Middle East, 
the recipients of this decoration represent a 
special fraternity—Americans who have shed 
their blood defending our country and our lib-
erties. 

One such individual was Sergeant John W. 
Hall. Sergeant Hall served with the U.S. 
Army’s 503rd Field Artillery Battalion, 2nd In-
fantry Division, during the Korean War. In No-
vember 1950, his unit received orders to move 
from Kunu-ri to Sunchon, North Korea. Moving 
through an area dubbed ‘‘the Gauntlet’’ due to 
the high concentration of Chinese forces 
threatening the Americans’ path to Sunchon, 
Hall went missing, but his fate was discovered 
after the war when a returning American pris-
oner of war reported that Hall had died at the 
Hofong POW Camp—more commonly known 
as ‘‘Death Valley’’—in early 1951. 

Over the next several decades, attempts 
were made to recover, identify, and ultimately 
return Hall’s remains to the United States. Fi-
nally, in June 2017, state of the art DNA test-
ing successfully identified remains found as 
his. On July 3rd of this year, his remains were 
finally transported back to the United States, 
to my home city of Houston, and under the 
Texas sun, he was buried with full military 
honors on American soil. At the ceremony, the 
Army posthumously awarded Hall the Purple 
Heart. 

Mr. Speaker, the Purple Heart is a vital pillar 
of the American democracy. It honors the sac-
rifice of the American warrior, the rare breed, 
and it reminds us that freedom is not free. 
May we continue to remember those who 
wear the Purple Heart on their uniform, be-
cause the worst casualty of war is to be for-
gotten. 

And that is just the way it is. 

RECOGNIZING THE 10TH ANNUAL 
DAIKIN NORTH AMERICA 
KONWAKAI 

HON. BOB GOODLATTE 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 6, 2018 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to recognize Daikin Corporation and its North 
American ‘‘Konwakai,’’ which is celebrating its 
tenth annual meeting this year. Daikin, the 
world’s largest air conditioning company, pro-
duces commercial chillers at the Daikin Ap-
plied Staunton Facility in Verona, which I rep-
resent in Virginia’s Sixth Congressional Dis-
trict. There are more than 500 people who 
work at the plant. They are among the 15,000 
employees Daikin employs in the United 
States. 

Daikin, which is based in Osaka, Japan, 
hosts the Konwakais around the world as a 
way to bring the company’s leaders together 
with leaders in academia and experts in the 
industry to discuss the future of the HVAC in-
dustry and indoor air quality. 

I am happy to recognize Mr. Yasushi Ya-
mada, a Senior Executive Officer with Daikin. 
He launched the first North American 
Konwakai ten years ago. Mr. Yamada’s lead-
ership has produced ten gatherings of the 
group in various locations in the United States 
and other countries. The two-day conferences 
have resulted in important discussions about 
energy efficiency and even internet-of-things- 
connected products in Daikin’s diversified 
global portfolio. 

I wish Mr. Yamada and the folks attending 
Daikin’s tenth annual North American 
‘‘Konwakai’’ a productive meeting. I trust the 
get-together will result in important attention to 
advances in the air conditioning sector, lead-
ing to the creation of additional jobs in facili-
ties like the one in Verona, Virginia and im-
provements in indoor air quality. 

f 

RECOGNIZING PROJECT NOW ON 
ITS 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. CHERI BUSTOS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 6, 2018 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Project NOW from the Quad Cities 
on its 50th Anniversary. Project NOW has 
been joyfully serving thousands in Rock Is-
land, Henry, and Mercer counties since 1968. 

Project NOW (Neighborhood Outreach 
Work, Inc.) was founded by former Father Jim 
Real and Father Tom Murphy in the mid 
1960’s with the goal of providing residents in 
the area with the resources needed to meet 
basic needs. To accomplish their goal and ad-
dress the needs of the community, Project 
NOW provides programs that assist with 
issues such as housing, nutrition, clothing, util-
ities, and more. The organization was first es-
tablished and recognized by local govern-
ments in May of 1968. The following year, 
Project NOW earned designation from the fed-
eral government as a Community Action 
Agency and began to receive federal funds. 
Project NOW works to address the issue of 
poverty by taking action in the community and 
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also holding onto the words of Martin Luther 
King Jr., ‘‘Change does not roll in on the 
wheels of inevitability, but comes through con-
tinuous struggle.’’ Project NOW’s commitment 
to strengthening our communities does not go 
unnoticed and I look forward to seeing their 
continued work. 

It is because of dedicated and selfless 
groups such as the Project NOW that I am es-
pecially proud to serve Illinois’ 17th Congres-
sional District. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
again formally congratulate Project NOW on 
its 50th Anniversary and thank the organiza-
tion for all of its service to the community. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. STEVE KING 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 6, 2018 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
able to vote on January 10, 2018 due to an 

unforeseen delay. Had I been present, I would 
have voted as follows: YES on Roll Call No. 
10. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DONNIE MCMASTER 
OF WESTVILLE, IL 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 6, 2018 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize the exemplary community service of 
Donnie McMaster, a resident of Westville, IL. 

Donnie is a Boy Scout in Troop 234 and for 
his Eagle Scout project he focused his atten-
tion on improving the lives of our local vet-
erans. Cannon Place is an apartment where 
formerly homeless veterans and their families 
now reside. Donnie expanded the entertain-
ment opportunities of the residents by building 
four cornhole sets, a board game set, and a 

horseshoe pit. Donnie also added stepping 
stone walkways and fixed two flower beds. He 
then set walkways in mulch and bordered it 
with logs. 

Donnie spent two months raising funds prior 
to starting the project, lining up local donors 
for the materials he used and raising money to 
cover the remaining parts of the planned im-
provements. His dedication and hard work 
means that today some of our veterans can 
spend time outside with their families enjoying 
the games and landscaping provided by this 
one individual. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to acknowledge the ef-
forts of Donnie McMaster to bring joy to our 
nation’s veterans and congratulate him on 
completing his Eagle Scout Project. I wish 
Donnie success in all of his future endeavors. 
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