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the 100th Chemical Group. In January 1969
he was promoted to Command Sergeant
Major of the U.S. Army Chemical Corps
School, which made him one of the first Ser-
geants Major to be promoted to the new rank
of CSM.

CSM (Ret) Murray is a veteran of both the
Pacific and European Theaters of Operations
during World Il. He is a veteran of Pearl Har-
bor and the campaigns of Northern France,
Ardennes (Battle of the Bulge), Rhineland and
Germany. His awards include the Bronze Star
and Army Commendation Medal with one Oak
Leaf Cluster (OLC).

After his retirement in 1969, CSM Murray
accepted a position as Safety Supervisor, with
the FMC Corporation in Anniston, Alabama.
He continues to be active supporting the
Chemical Corps Museum and the Chemical
Corps Regimental Association (CCRA). He
served as the first Honorary Sergeant Major of
the Regiment and is a member of the U.S.
Army Chemical Corps Hall of Fame. He cur-
rently lives in Anniston with his wife, Theddie,
but will soon be moving to Texas.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in thanking
George for his service to our country.

———

HONORING MARIE FORD

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 4, 2018

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable public
servant, Mrs. Marie Ford.

Mrs. Ford is the daughter of the late Mrs.
Clay D. Moore. She is married to Mr. Charles
Ford and the mother of two daughters,
Luetrina and Catrina. She has two grandsons
and three siblings.

Mrs. Ford is a retired educator but continues
to work on a part-time basis in education. She
received her education in the Greenville Public
School District. She attended Lucy L. Webb
Elementary School and graduated from Cole-
man High School in 1964. She furthered her
education at Mississippi Valley State Univer-
sity, graduating with degrees in Biology and
Chemistry in 1969. She later received a Mas-
ters Degree from Delta State University in Bi-
ology in 1975.

Her teaching career has spanned some 40
plus years. She began teaching at Coleman
High School, then Leland Middle School, and
eventually Leland High School, where she offi-
cially retired in 2009.

Mrs. Ford is a member of the Greater St.
Peter M.B. Church, pastored by Dr. Jesse
King. She serves as the church’s secretary
and Superintendent of the Sunday school. She
also serves as the Dean of the Washington
County General Baptist Association, and a
member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Mrs. Marie Ford for her dedica-
tion to serving others and giving back to the
community.
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TRIBUTE TO VIC NOER
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 4, 2018

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Vic Noer,
of Bedford, lowa for being awarded the Volun-
teer of the Year Award from the Bedford Area
Chamber.

Vic has lived in Bedford for 52 years where
he has worked as a house painter and ran a
movie theatre. He has welcomed local kids to
play basketball on his “green court” while
teaching them skills and helping them learn
about the game. He served on the Bibbins
Park Board for 30 years while also being ac-
tive on the library, museum, and Hospice of
Central lowa boards. He spent many years as
the camp director for the Western lowa Chap-
ter for Muscular Dystrophy and is still very ac-
tive with the Bedford lowa Lions Club.

Mr. Speaker, the examples set by Vic dem-
onstrate the rewards of harnessing one’s tal-
ents and sharing them with the world. His ef-
forts embody the lowa spirit and | am honored
to represent him and constituents like him, in
the United States Congress. | know all of my
colleagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives will join me in congratulating Vic
Noer for his achievement and wish him noth-
ing but continued success.

IN RECOGNITION OF THE
PESHTIGO FIRE

HON. MIKE GALLAGHER

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 4, 2018

Mr. GALLAGHER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the 147th anniversary of the
Great Peshtigo Fire. The Great Peshtigo Fire
claimed more lives than any other fire in our
nation’s history, but it is an often-overlooked
tragedy. Few of us can imagine a blaze large
enough to consume millions of acres across
Northeast Wisconsin and the Upper Peninsula.
Yet the destructive force of the fire is a power-
ful testament to the resilience of the Wiscon-
sinites who emerged from the tragedy and re-
built from the ashes.

The year 1871 was a defining moment for
the survivors who, with no exceptions, lost
family members, neighbors, friends, homes,
and businesses. The village of Peshtigo lost
more than half its residents to the fire on the
night of October 8, 1871. The exact number of
deaths is uncertain because many loggers
traveled in and out of the city each day, how-
ever, most estimates indicate that more than
700 people died in Peshtigo as fire consumed
the city. Hundreds more perished in the small-
er communities spread across the 1.5 million
acres destroyed by the blaze.

Although the village of Peshtigo was built on
both sides of the Peshtigo River, the fire
spread too quickly for many to escape. Eye-
witnesses described the firestorm as a roaring
tornado that fell from the sky with searing
heat. By the following morning, the village was
reduced to a blackened wasteland in which al-
most nothing recognizable remained. As sur-
vivors emerged from the river, they discovered
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that the blaze had melted even metal coins
and casks of nails.

The Great Peshtigo Fire occurred during an
often-forgotten chapter in American history
that witnessed three of the worst fires on
record break out across the Midwest. Although
the Great Peshtigo Fire is sometimes over-
shadowed by the Great Chicago fire that oc-
curred at the same time, the fire in Wisconsin
was far deadlier and remains the worst in U.S.
history. Indeed, news of the destruction in
Peshtigo may have been slow to spread be-
cause the fire had consumed telegraph wires
as it burned.

Despite this unprecedented destruction, the
residents of Peshtigo gradually rebuilt their city
and worked hard to make it a thriving commu-
nity once more. In offering this proclamation
today, it is my hope that this tragic episode
will remain in the public memory. | invite this
body to recognize the victims of the Great
Peshtigo Fire—a blaze that stands as our
country’s worst in both its size and lethality. |
also want to commemorate the extraordinary
resilience of the survivors who, though they
lost everything, set out to rebuild their lives
and their town. It is a testimony to their efforts
that Peshtigo recovered and became a vibrant
community again.

Mr. Speaker, | urge all members of this
body to join me in recognizing the 147th anni-
versary of the Great Peshtigo Fire of 1871.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE MIGRA-
TORY BIRD TREATY ACT’S CEN-
TENNIAL ANNIVERSARY

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 4, 2018

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the centennial anniversary of the
Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA). This Act
has saved millions of migratory birds, pro-
tecting over one thousand species important
to Americans and our natural world.

Since being signed into law in 1918, the
MBTA has played a pivotal role in animal wel-
fare. Within my own state of Michigan and in
the 12th district, birds contribute greatly to the
environment of our region. Southeast Michigan
even includes designated Important Bird Areas
like the Detroit River and Western Lake Erie
Basin, which are used extensively for migra-
tion by waterfowl such as Canvasbacks, Tun-
dra Swans, and more. What's more, their
presence also provides substantial economic
benefits. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
estimated that there are more than 2 million
birders in Michigan, and throughout our nation
there are over 45 million birders who collec-
tively spend around $41 billion on bird-
watching each year. And birds remain in seri-
ous need of protection. According to the 2016
State of the Birds Report, from the North
American Bird Conservation Initiative, more
than one third of North American bird species
are in need of urgent conservation action.
Most of the U.S. species are protected by the
Migratory Bird Treaty Act, so this foundational
law remains key to their conservation.

100 years after its implementation, it is crit-
ical that we ensure the MBTA'’s continued suc-
cess. We owe our children and our grand-
children the joy of experiencing the rich bird
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life in this great country. The Fish and Wildlife
Service has long used reasonable discretion
to apply the law to hazards including spills and
oil waste pits, saving countless numbers of
birds by incentivizing the adoption of simple
practices that protect birds. We should build
upon its success and find solutions that ben-
efit birds and people.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in celebrating this monumental anniversary.
My hope is that we continue building on the
legacy of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, so that
there are many more anniversaries to come.

——————

IN HONOR OF DUNCAN McCULLOCH

HON. J. LUIS CORREA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 4, 2018

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take some time today to honor Duncan
McCulloch, an explementary constituent who |
am immensely proud to represent. Mr.
McCulloch has served the public schools of
Southern California for more than 25 years as
a teacher and administrator. Before becoming
principal of Segerstrom High School in Santa
Ana, he served with distinction as the assist-
ant principal of Costa Mesa High School, and
then Corona del Mar High School. Each
school he has worked at has been touched by
his outstanding leadership and enthusiasm,
and his students have been inspired by his
dedication.

Mr. McCulloch has served as Segerstrom
High School’s principal for 5 years, and during
that time he constantly strove to provide more
opportunities for the enrichment of his stu-
dents. Among his many accomplishments are
introducing a program in American Sign Lan-
guage, creating the only Aerospace engineer-
ing program in Southern California, and imple-
menting an ACT preparation program to help
students reach their goals.

His dedicated focus for his students became
evident to all that witnessed him teach and
guide his students. He was not only a prin-
cipal, but a mentor, friend, and at times even
a father figure to his students. He carries the
qualities that every principal should strive for—
dedication, genuine interest, and being a role
model for all of his students.

Mr. McCulloch enriches the lives of every-
one he encounters and is a pillar of his com-
munity. Every role that he has held was
served with distinction and leadership. His
time as a principal for Segerstrom High School
will be forever remembered, and we are sad-
dened to see him leave. His actions deeply
impacted all of his students and colleagues
who will now carry on his legacy and continue
to make a positive impact in our community.

Even though he is retiring, he will continue
to be a teacher, leading by example and dem-
onstrating the best qualities of a life. | am truly
honored to recognize Mr. McCulloch today for
improving and guiding the lives of future gen-
erations.
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RAISING AWARENESS OF THE
100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 1918
SPANISH FLU

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 4, 2018

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
commemorate the 100th Anniversary of the
1918 influenza pandemic also known as the
“Spanish Flu”, which killed 50 million people
worldwide, including 675,000 in the United
States.

The Spanish Flu was the deadliest known
global pandemic of the world, second only to
the Bubonic Plague.

In 1918 there was no health insurance; peo-
ple paid for healthcare out of their own re-
sources and many had a harder time gaining
access to healthcare.

There was no flu vaccine to protect against
the influenza infection and no antibiotics to
treat secondary bacterial infections that are
associated with influenza infections, control ef-
forts worldwide were limited to non-pharma-
ceutical interventions such as isolation, quar-
antine, good personal hygiene, use of dis-
infectants, and limitations of public gatherings,
which were applied unevenly.

Today we have the antibiotics, However,
when the next pandemic hits it will be a full
out race to not only identify the pandemic but
also to develop a cure and lessen the amount
of mass casualties.

It is time that we cease this debate on uni-
versal healthcare as if it is not a societal ben-
efit.

The Affordable Care Act assures that mil-
lions of Americans have access to healthcare
which includes annual flu vaccines.

It is important to remember that before the
era of modern medicine, the Spanish Flu pan-
demic infected an estimated 500 million peo-
ple worldwide, which at that time was about
one-third of the Earth’s population.

The Spanish Flu killed 10 percent of the 500
million people who contracted the disease.

Mortality was high for people younger than
5 years old, 20-40 years old, and 65 years
and older.

The high mortality in healthy people, includ-
ing those in the 20—40 year age group, was a
unique feature of this pandemic.

While the Spanish Flu virus has been syn-
thesized and evaluated, the properties that
made it so devastating are not well under-
stood.

The Spanish flu occurred during WWI, and
in fact killed more soldiers than those lost in
baffle.

On September 24, 1918, the Houston
Chronicle reported that there were between
600 and 700 cases of the Spanish Flu at
Camp Logan, now Memorial Park.

By the end of October 1918, more than
106,000 residents in Texas’ urban centers had
been afflicted.

It is estimated that 20,000 Texans died dur-
ing the pandemic.

There have been three additional flu
pandemics since the Spanish Flu of 1918, in-
cluding the 2009 H1N1 flu pandemic which
spread to over 214 countries and overseas
territories or communities, but none has been
nearly as deadly.

We must continue to provide resources to
fund our disease preventing and disease fight-
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ing institutions throughout the Federal govern-
ment including the Department of Health and
Human Services and the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC), the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security and others who
work tirelessly to protect the health and wel-
fare of our citizens.

As global citizens, we must also keep our
borders open and continue to share informa-
tion with our neighbors and global partners,
like the World Health Organization who are
committed to the prevention and arresting of
pandemics.

We know that when a fatal pandemic strikes
there is no limit to where its reach might
spread.

Mr. Speaker, | call on my colleagues to join
me in remembering the 675,000 Americans
who died during the 1918 Spanish Flu pan-
demic.

| also call on my colleagues to continue
supporting research and innovation into these
and other diseases that will build a greater
global preparedness for the next pandemic
which we know is inevitable.

We must remain ever vigilant to the possi-
bilities of future pandemics that could have a
similar impact as the Spanish Flu.

As leaders of this nation, we must stress the
need to be prepared while also hoping that we
never see this kind of devastation again.

—

TRIBUTE TO NANCY AND TERRY
PHILLIPS

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 4, 2018

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Nancy
and Terry Phillips of Truro, lowa, on the very
special occasion of their 50th wedding anni-
versary.

Nancy and Terry’s lifelong commitment to
each other truly embodies our lowa values. As
they reflect on their 50th anniversary, may
their commitment grow even stronger, as they
continue to love, cherish, and honor one an-
other for many years to come.

Mr. Speaker, | commend this great couple
on their 50th year together and | wish them
many more. | ask that my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives join
me in congratulating Nancy and Terry Phillips
on this meaningful occasion and in wishing
them both nothing but continued happiness.

—

CONGRATULATING BARBARA
WEBBER FOR RECEIVING THE
GREATER WATERTOWN-NORTH
COUNTRY CHAMBER OF COM-
MERCE ATHENA AWARD

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 4, 2018

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Barbara Webber on receiving the
Greater Watertown-North Country Chamber of
Commerce Athena Award.

Since 1991, the Greater Watertown-North
Country Chamber of Commerce has pre-
sented its Athena Award annually to an ac-
complished female leader in the community.
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