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issues so that listeners can make up their own
minds. In an era of divisiveness and shock
radio, Ronn gave listeners a space in which
both sides could be heard and have produc-
tive discussions.

His thousands of guests have included
Presidents Barack Obama and Jimmy Carter,
Senators DIANNE FEINSTEIN and Barbara
Boxer, Gov. Jerry Brown, Democratic Leader
NANCY PELOSI, Steve Martin, John Oliver, Neil
deGrasse Tyson, Martin Short, Sam Donald-
son, Bill Maher, Condoleezza Rice, Madeleine
Albright, Benjamin Netanyahu, JOHN MCCAIN,
Joe Montana, Tony Bennett and Willie Mays.

Ronn has won numerous awards over the
years and was inducted into the Bay Area
Radio Hall of Fame in December 2007 and
the National Radio Hall of Fame in Chicago in
2015. The National Association of Broad-
casters presented him with the prestigious
Marconi Award for Major Market Personality of
the Year Award in 2003 and again in 2010.

Talkers Magazine named Ronn one of the
Top 25 Greatest Radio Talk Show Hosts of All
Time, ranking him 13th and the top local per-
sonality in the country. His book, “Voice of
Reason: Why the Left and Right are Wrong,”
was published in 2004.

By bringing newsmakers into his studio in a
friendly but probing way, Ronn Owens has
vastly enriched the Bay Area’s knowledge and
culture for more than four decades. His inci-
sive analysis has helped generations of Cali-
fornians and online listeners around the globe
better understand and enjoy the world around
them.

It was my great honor to be the guest dur-
ing his last full show on Friday, January 12.
He will continue on the air with a 10-minute
“Ronn Owens Report” each weekday.

We congratulate Ronn on his fine work and
many accomplishments, and we wish him the
very best with his newest endeavor.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JOE COURTNEY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 30, 2018

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, | was absent
from the House Chamber on Monday, January
29, 2018, recovering from a medical proce-
dure. Had | recorded my vote, | would have
voted:

“Yea” on roll call no. 45, on the motion to
suspend the rules and pass, as amended, S.
534, the Protecting Young Victims from Sexual
Abuse and Safe Sport Authorization Act;

“Yea” on roll call no. 46, on the motion to
suspend the rules and pass, as amended,
H.R. 1457, to establish requirements for use
of a drivers license or personal identification
card by certain financial institutions for open-
ing an account or obtaining a financial product
or service, and for other purposes.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. KAY GRANGER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, January 30, 2018

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, due to a per-
sonal conflict, | was unable to make votes.
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Had | been present, | would have voted Yea
on Roll Call No. 38; Pres on Roll Call No. 39;
Yea on Roll Call No. 40; Yea on Roll Call No.
41; and Yea on Roll Call No. 42.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LYNN JENKINS

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 30, 2018

Ms. JENKINS of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, |
was absent for Roll Call votes on No. 45 and
46 the evening of January 29, 2018. | would
have voted in favor of S. 534, sponsored by
Senator DIANNE FEINSTEIN; | would have voted
in favor for H.R. 1457, sponsored by Rep-
resentative TIPTON.

———

CELEBRATING EDWIN AND SAN-
DRA HAMILTON’S 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY

HON. BARRY LOUDERMILK

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 30, 2018

Mr. LOUDERMILK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to celebrate the 50th wedding anniversary of
Mr. Edwin Richard Hamilton and Mrs. Sandra
Elain (Thompson) Hamilton.

Edwin and Sandra were married on Feb-
ruary 3, 1968 in Cartersville, Georgia by the
Reverend Charles McPherson.

Reaching the wonderful milestone of a gold-
en anniversary shows such a great commit-
ment to your spouse and family. This marriage
stands as a blessing and an encouragement
to me and all those who know this couple.

Please join me in wishing Mr. and Mrs.
Hamilton a very happy and blessed anniver-
sary. May God bless them with many more
years of happiness and health.

HONORING THE LIFE OF JOAN
GILLAM MANDA

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 30, 2018

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of Joan Gillam Manda, who
passed away on January 20, 2018.

Joan Gillam Manda was born on October
19, 1923, in Maryville, Missouri, where she
was active in church and school during her
youth. A proud Tiger, Joan graduated from the
University of Missouri—Columbia with a de-
gree in Journalism in 1945. Joan was a de-
voted wife to her husband, Ed Manda, whom
she married in 1947. Joan and Ed moved to
Pleasant Hill, Missouri, where they raised their
four children. She enjoyed staying involved
with her children’s lives and was very sup-
portive of their many activities growing up.

As an active member of the First Pres-
byterian Church, Joan was devoted to her
faith and to her community, where she spent
much of her time volunteering. She also
proudly competed as a co-pilot for several
years in the All Women’s Transcontinental Air
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Race, where she and her pilot once won the
competition.

Joan truly knew how to live her life to the
fullest. She was well known for her pursuit of
adventure and traveled world-wide throughout
her life. In recent years, she enjoyed listening
to her grandchildren’s stories of their own ad-
ventures across the globe. A proud grand-
mother of 11 and great-grandmother of 15,
Joan took delight in keeping up with her many
family members through social media.

| would like to offer my deepest condo-
lences to Joan’s family and friends, by whom
she will be greatly missed. Joan’s commitment
to her family, her faith, and her community will
be forever cherished in the hearts of the many
people she touched throughout her life.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 30, 2018

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speak-
er, | was unable to cast votes on the following
legislative measures due to family medical
reasons. If | were present for roll call votes, |
would have voted No for the following votes:
Roll 35, January 19, 2018: On Motion to
Table, H. Res. 705, Impeaching Donald John
Trump, President of the United States, of high
misdemeanors; Roll 36, January 19, 2018: On
Passage, H.R. 4712, Born-Alive Abortion Sur-
vivors Protection Act; Roll 37, January 19,
2018: On Motion to Adjourn; Roll 38, January
20, 2018: On Ordering a Call of the House;
Roll 40, January 20, 2018: On Tabling Appeal
of the Ruling of the Chair, H. Res. 708,
Waiving a Requirement of Clause 6(A) of Rule
XIIl with Respect to Consideration of Certain
Resolutions Reported from the Committee on
Rules, and Providing for Consideration of Mo-
tions to Suspend the Rules; Roll 41, January
20, 2018: On Ordering the Previous Question,
H. Res. 708, Waiving a Requirement of
Clause 6(A) of Rule Xl with Respect to Con-
sideration of Certain Resolutions Reported
from the Committee on Rules, and Providing
for Consideration of Motions to Suspend the
Rules; and Roll 42, January 20, 2018: on
Agreeing to the Resolution, H. Res. 708,
Waiving a Requirement of Clause 6(A) of Rule
Xl with Respect to Consideration of Certain
Resolutions Reported from the Committee on
Rules, and Providing for Consideration of Mo-
tions to Suspend the Rules.

| would have voted Present for the following
vote: Roll 39, January 20, 2018: On Call of the
House.

| would have voted Aye for the following
vote: Roll 43, January 20, 2018: On Motion to
Fix the Convening Time.

———————

HONORING PASTOR DR. WAYNE
COFIELD AND WHITFIELD BAP-
TIST CHURCH

HON. TOM GRAVES
OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, January 30, 2018

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the service of Dr. Wayne
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Cofield who is celebrating 40 years as pastor
of Whitfield Baptist Church.

Pastor Cofield grew up in Decatur, Georgia,
and attended Georgia State University, grad-
uating with a degree in Business Administra-
tion.

He was later ordained to preach at Wesley
hills Baptist Church in Decatur, where he was
an active member for 22 years.

Then after serving for several years at Gos-
pel Baptist Temple in Claxton, Georgia, he
moved with his wife Connie and their four chil-
dren to Dalton in 1978 to establish Whitfield
Baptist Church.

Pastor Cofield’s first service at Whitfield
Baptist Church was held on February 4, 1978,
with 42 attending the service and 29 children
attending the Sunday school.

A few short months later, Whitfield Baptist
had more than 200 people attending morning
service and more than 170 attending Sunday
school.

Since that time, under Pastor Cofield’s
steady leadership, Whitfield Baptist continues
to grow and thrive.

| am proud today to recognize Pastor Co-
field’s service and contributions to our commu-
nity and state.

| want to close by saying thank you to
Wayne for his dedication and commitment to
service.

———————

IN HONOR OF THE CLAREMONT,
NEW HAMPSHIRE AD HOC AM-
TRAK PLATFORM COMMITTEE
MEMBERS

HON. ANN M. KUSTER

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 30, 2018

Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to honor the members of
the Claremont, New Hampshire, Ad Hoc Am-
trak Platform Committee. The people of the
Upper Valley owe a tremendous debt to the
public servants and civic-minded citizens who
took up the important work of this committee.
Those individuals are: Jeffrey Albright, State
Representative Raymond Gagnon, Mayor
Charlene Lovett, Scott Magnuson, former City
Councilor James Reed, Walter Stapleton, and
former City Councilor Carolyn Towle. Since its
formation in 2014, the committee has worked
extensively to promote and improve rail trans-
portation and access in the region. Through
new signage around Claremont and effective
digital marketing, the committee did an out-
standing job of raising awareness of the value
and opportunity the Amtrak Vermonter line
had for the Claremont community, and vice
versa. They spearheaded a campaign to con-
struct a passenger shelter at the Claremont
station with all-volunteer funding and labor. As
a direct result of their efforts, ridership num-
bers have notably increased each of the last
three years, and the New England Intercity
Rail Initiative has decided that Claremont
should remain included in future high speed
rail service.

It is also important to recognize the national
and international impact of the committee. Its
members worked closely with my office to pro-
vide input and help advance the Promoting
Travel, Commerce, and National Security Act,
which | introduced in 2016. This legislation
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paved the way for a bilateral border security
agreement that allows the United States and
Canada to expand preclearance customs fa-
cilities, including rail facilities for the first time.
It improves travel and trade opportunities for
our northern border communities while also
strengthening our national security. The bill
was signed into law by President Barack
Obama, and in 2017 the agreement was ap-
proved by the Canadian House of Commons.
| commend the committee members for all
they have done to help bring this meaningful
policy to fruition.

On behalf of my constituents in New Hamp-
shire’s Second Congressional District, | thank
Jeffrey, Richard, Charlene, Scott, James, Wal-
ter, and Carolyn for their dedicated service
and advocacy. Their achievements will con-
tinue to benefit Granite State transportation,
tourism, and economic development for years
to come. | am honored to recognize and con-
gratulate them.

CELEBRATING 100 YEARS AT
TEMPLE BETH ISRAEL

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 30, 2018

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and celebrate an important
and longstanding part of the fabric of the 9th
Congressional District of lllinois: Temple Beth
Israel in suburban Skokie, north of Chicago.
January 31, 2018 marks 100 years since the
Temple’s incorporation in the State of lllinois,
and it is considered its official birthday.

Temple Beth Israel was the first Reform
congregation in the Albany Park neighborhood
of Chicago; and while its location may have
changed over the last century, it has remained
a stable presence in the lives of its
congregants. For 100 years, Temple Beth
Israel has allowed individuals and families to
come together and express their Judaism—
providing comfort in dire times, a place to cel-
ebrate in happier times, and an opportunity to
reflect and pray.

This congregation has seen success be-
cause of the diligent work of its rabbis and
staff over the years. Three different rabbis
have spent more than 30 years apiece at this
congregation, and each has left their mark on
this institution.

Rabbi Michael A. Weinberg has served as
the Temple’s beloved rabbi since 1987 and is
a past president of the Chicago Association of
Reform Rabbis, in addition to serving in other
roles of distinction. Rabbi Weinberg was pre-
ceded by Rabbi Ermnest M. Lorge, who served
from 1947 through 1984. Rabbi Lorge worked
hard to expand the congregation, was very in-
volved in the issues of the day, and met with
President John F. Kennedy at the White
House to discuss civil rights issues. Rabbi
Felix S. Mendelsohn served as the first full
time Rabbi for Temple Beth Israel. He began
his service in 1919 and is credited with found-
ing both the Temple Center, a Jewish social
center for young adults, and National Jewish
Book Week—today known as Jewish Book
Month.

Today, the Temple Beth Israel congregation
numbers approximately 400 families, and re-
mains a vibrant part of the 9th Congressional
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District’s diverse community. | offer my sincere
congratulations to Rabbi Weinberg, the con-
gregation’s past and present staff and the
many congregants who are celebrating this
important milestone. | wish them all the best in
the years ahead and hope for another century
of good work ahead for Temple Beth Israel.
——

HONORING MARVIN HILL OF
DIERKS, ARKANSAS

HON. BRUCE WESTERMAN

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 30, 2018

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, | stand
today to recognize a true American hero.
Marvin Hill of Dierks, Arkansas, is a 103-year-
old veteran of World War Il. On Tuesday, Jan-
uary 30, the Central Arkansas Veterans
Healthcare System will recognize Mr. Hill with
a commemorative coin in honor of his service
and sacrifice on behalf of the United States.

| ask the people of Arkansas to join the VA
and myself in honoring Mr. Hill and thanking
him for fighting in defense of freedom.

————

CHINA IMPOSES COMMUNIST CON-
TROL OVER LARUNG GAR MON-
ASTERY IN TIBET

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 30, 2018

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to express my outrage about the action by the
Chinese authorities to impose Communist
Party control over Larung Gar, the Tibetan
Monastery and learning center of Tibetan Bud-
dhism.

According to information published by
Human Rights Watch on January 24, 2018,
some 200 Communist Party cadres and lay of-
ficials are taking over all management, fi-
nances, security, admissions, and even the
choice of textbooks at the Larung Gar center,
following demolitions and expulsions carried
out last year.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to bring to the at-
tention of my colleagues the information re-
leased by Human Rights Watch. It is a signifi-
cant blow to freedom of religion in Tibet and
China, and a matter of great concern to all
members of Congress.

[Human Rights Watch, Jan. 24, 2018]
CHINA: NEW CONTROLS ON TIBETAN
MONASTERY

NEW YORK—The Chinese authorities have
imposed new administrative controls on the
Tibetan Buddhist monastic center of Larung
Gar that infringe upon freedom of religion,
Human Rights Watch said today.

According to an official document obtained
by Human Rights Watch, some 200 Com-
munist Party cadres and lay officials are
taking over all management, finances, secu-
rity, admissions, and even the choice of text-
books at the center, following demolitions
and expulsions in 2017.

“The mnew government controls over
Larung Gar fly in the face of Party claims
that China respects constitutionally pro-
tected religious beliefs,”” said Sophie Rich-
ardson, China director at Human Rights
Watch. ‘“The micromanagement of the Ti-
betan monastery encroaches on religious
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