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TRIBUTE TO HONOR THE LIFE OF
RALPH ARNOLD KUIPER

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 31, 2018

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of an extraordinary American, a
true patriot, and a highly respected member of
my congressional district, Ralph Arnold Kuiper.

Ralph Kuiper was born on March 29, 1939,
in New Jersey, and grew up in a small town
in Southern California. He graduated from Co-
rona High School where he excelled in art,
academics and sports, and went on to Stan-
ford University where he studied Mechanical
Engineering. He also earned a Master's de-
gree and a Ph.D. from Stanford.

Ralph worked at Lockheed’s New Products
division where he served in management posi-
tions including Director of Research at Lock-
heed Technology Center. During his long ca-
reer he mentored emerging engineers and
high school students. After retirement, Ralph
became a full time volunteer in the community,
serving as a coach for children’s sports, sup-
porting the World Affairs Young Ambassadors
Program and the Los Alto Youth Theatre. He
was Chair of the Peninsula Chapter of the
World Affairs Council for 13 years, and served
14 years on the Board of the Los Altos Stage
Company. He and his wife travelled exten-
sively and supported everything Stanford, es-
pecially the Freeman Spogli Institute, football
and basketball.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the entire House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in extending our sin-
cerest condolences to Ralph Kuiper's wife,
Carol, and to their children, grandchildren,
great grandchildren, nieces, nephews, grand-
nieces and grandnephews, and in doing so
honor a great, good and gentle man who
loved his country and served it with distinction.
Ralph made our world better, and our country
and our community stronger. How privileged |
am to have known Ralph and represented
him.

———

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF MAMIE
PINDER

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 31, 2018

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, | am
humbled to honor the life of my dear friend
and beloved member of our South Florida
Community, Mamie Pinder.

Mamie passed away at the age of 79, leav-
ing behind an amazing legacy of service to
our community’s children and families.

As a school teacher and prominent GOP
political activist in South Florida, she worked
tirelessly to advocate for the needs of others
each and every day.

Mamie pioneered the Miami-Dade County
program for English for Students of Other Lan-
guages, a program affording children the abil-
ity to learn English while in school.

Mamie’s curriculum enriched the lives of so
many children and their families, and | was
honored to join her in her efforts to improve
our community, one child at a time.
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In addition to teaching in our schools, she
served as a voice for the African American
and female communities, at home and abroad.

Whether she was organizing an advocacy
event, or spearheading the agenda for the Old
Cutler Republican Woman’s Club, Mamie’s
commitment to equality and fair rights re-
mained steadfast.

She was a courageous conservative woman
who never ceased to put the needs of others
before her own, and her determination to bet-
ter the lives of those around her was an inspi-
ration to us all.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to recognize this
upstanding woman, and | am confident that
her memory will live on through all those she
knew.

Mamie Pinder was loved by so many and |
join her family and friends in celebrating the
life of this teacher and patriot.

God Speed, Mi Amiga my friend.

———

TRIBUTE TO DELORES HADDEN
SMITH

HON. NYDIA M. VELAZQUEZ

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 31, 2018

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the life of service led by the late
Delores Hadden Smith. Delores, fondly known
as “Dee” was a resident of Gowanus Houses
and always looking for a way to give back to
the community she cherished.

For 44 years, Delores served as an educa-
tor in the New York City public school system.
Her passion for teaching was contagious, as
she was adored by her students and recog-
nized for the “Who’s Who Among American
Teachers” national honor.

Delores was also active in public service
outside the classroom. By engaging with Par-
ent Teacher Association boards, South Brook-
lyn Colony House board, Community Board 6,
Gowanus Old Times Day Committee and
many others, she coordinated local events,
much to the delight of her fellow community
members. In 2010, she was honored with an
Honorary PhD in Humanities from Cathedral
Theological Seminary.

Described by those who loved her as some-
one who brightened every room she filled,
Delores’ memory will be cherished forever. A
faithful member of the Bethel Baptist, she
taught Sunday School, Youth Choir and more.

| ask my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing Delores Hadden Smith and her family
for her lifetime of hard work, joy and service.

——————

CELEBRATING BEA LUMPKIN: 100
YEARS OF FIGHTING FOR JUS-
TICE AND INSPIRING GENERA-
TIONS OF ACTIVISTS

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 31, 2018

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, Beatrice
Shapiro Lumpkin came roaring into the world
in 1918 in New York City, the daughter of
Russian immigrants. An activist for social jus-
tice from her earliest days, Bea credits her
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parents with teaching her the importance of
collective action in the face of social injustice,
a principle that has guided her life.

In the 1930s, Bea threw herself feet first into
the social and political struggles transforming
the nation during the Great Depression. She
attended rallies and stood on street corners
denouncing Hitler and the wave of fascism
gripping Europe. She participated in the 1930
National Hunger Protest that saw one million
unemployed people descend on their state
capitols demanding relief. Bea joined the fight
for unemployment insurance and Social Secu-
rity—all before she graduated from high
school in 1934.

Bea enrolled in Hunter College, a free col-
lege for women where she studied chemistry.
At just 18, she took time off from school to ac-
cept the challenge of organizing New York’s
laundry workers, a campaign that resulted in
30,000 people (mostly women) organized
under the newly-formed Congress of Industrial
Organization (CIO).

Bea moved to Buffalo in 1942 where she
married and had two children, Carl and
Jeanleah. She and her husband amicably di-
vorced and Bea went to work for Western
Electric. Bea still found time to organize a
Wallace for President Committee in support of
Progressive Party Candidate Henry Wallace’s
bid for the presidency. At a fundraiser for Wal-
lace, Bea met her partner and the love of her
life Frank Lumpkin. As an interracial couple,
they encountered many hard looks and racial
slurs.

The two married in 1949 and moved to
Gary, Indiana, where they had two more chil-
dren, Paul and John. Bea and Frank were an
impressive team. When they discovered that
the septic tanks in their predominantly African-
American neighborhood had contaminated the
water wells, they organized their neighbors
and launched a seven-year battle that won
them safe drinking water.

In 1962, Bea and Frank moved to Chicago,
where for decades they were involved in every
civil rights struggle—and there were many.
They joined the fight for fair housing, against
lynching, and against segregation.

Bea began her career in education at age
47 when she became a Chicago Public School
teacher. She later became an assistant math
professor at Malcolm X College, publishing nu-
merous groundbreaking books on the multicul-
tural roots of mathematics and science. To
this day, she is an active member of the Chi-
cago Teachers Union, never missing a rally,
always fighting for the rights of teachers and
their students who deserve a quality edu-
cation.

In 1983, Harold Washington, former lllinois
State Senator and U.S. Congressman, ignited
the hopes and dreams of Chicagoans across
the city when he ran for and won election as
mayor. Bea and Frank were on the frontline of
the campaign and remained committed sup-
porters throughout his administration.

That same year, the Republican Governor
of lllinois proposed a budget that slashed
funding for basic human needs. Bea and
Frank responded to the call to join the Crisis
March to Springfield. They walked 200 miles
to the state Capitol with a group organized by
lllinois Public Action, stopping for meetings in
small towns, talking to the media as they
went, and being met for the last mile by more
than one thousand supporters. The Governor
capitulated and the cuts were restored. As the
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organizer of that march, | had the opportunity
to begin a never-ending friendship with Bea
and with Frank that lasted until he died.

Bea wrote many books, but her most ac-
claimed is Always Bring a Crowd: The Story of
Frank Lumpkin Steelworker, that chronicles
Frank’s battle against Wisconsin Steel. On
March 28, 1980, Wisconsin Steel closed its
plant with no notice. Three thousand workers
lost their jobs, their last paycheck, their bene-
fits and their pensions. With Bea at his side,
Frank formed the Save Our Jobs Committee.
Their fight would last 17 years and win those
workers $19 million.

Bea participated in the formation of the Coa-
lition of Labor Union Woman in 1974, remains
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involved in the organization, and continues to
mentor young trade union sisters.

To this day, Bea remains active on the na-
tional and local stage. She is an activist mem-
ber of the lllinois Alliance of Retired Ameri-
cans, fighting to protect and expand Social
Security, Medicare and Medicaid. She is a fa-
miliar face at demonstrations, peace vigils,
and rallies. She has joined countless picket
lines including in front of laundries, as she did
as a young organizer, still fighting for workers’
rights.

By example, Bea Lumpkin has dem-
onstrated how one person’s passion for social
justice can transform families, communities
and societies. For the last one hundred years,
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Bea has devoted her life to improving the con-
dition of others, from exploited laundry work-
ers in New York City to unemployed Steel
workers in Chicago, from union women fight-
ing for equality in the workplace to seniors de-
manding affordable health care.

It's impossible to feel cynical about the po-
tential of ordinary people to shape history
when one thinks about the indelible mark Bea-
trice Lumpkin has had on so many lives. Her
relentless and passionate pursuit of justice
has inspired me to be a better person and fills
me with hope for the future.
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