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By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself,
Mr. GARDNER, Mr. RUBIO, and Mrs.
MCCASKILL):

S. Res. 54. A resolution expressing the un-
wavering commitment of the United States
to the North Atlantic Treaty Organization;
to the Committee on Foreign Relations.

By Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself and
Mr. SULLIVAN):

S. Res. 55. A resolution recognizing Feb-
ruary 26, 2017, as the 100th anniversary of the
establishment of Denali National Park and
Preserve in the State of Alaska; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. LEAHY (for himself, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. BOOKER, Mr.
REED, Mr. CARPER, Ms. WARREN, Mr.
SANDERS, Mr. COONS, Mr. VAN HOL-
LEN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. MERKLEY,
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. UDALL, Mr.
MARKEY, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. BENNET,
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. FRANKEN, Mr.
BROWN, Mr. MURPHY, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, Mr. SCHATZ, Ms. HEITKAMP,
Mr. DONNELLY, Mr. HEINRICH, Mrs.
FEINSTEIN, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. CASEY,
Mr. PETERS, and Mr. SCHUMER):

S. Res. 56. A resolution expressing the
sense of the Senate that the United States
should remain a global leader in welcoming
and providing refuge to refugees and asylum
seekers and that no person should be banned
from entering the United States because of
their nationality, race, ethnicity, religion,
sexual orientation, gender identity, or gen-
der; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. a1
At the request of Mr. PAUL, the name
of the Senator from Louisiana (Mr.
KENNEDY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 21, a bill to amend chapter 8 of title
5, United States Code, to provide that
major rules of the executive branch
shall have no force or effect unless a
joint resolution of approval is enacted
into law.
S. 59
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the
names of the Senator from Nebraska
(Mrs. FISCHER) and the Senator from
Mississippi (Mr. WICKER) were added as
cosponsors of S. 59, a bill to provide
that silencers be treated the same as
long guns.
S. 85
At the request of Mr. ROBERTS, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
85, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to repeal the amend-
ments made by the Patient Protection
and Affordable Care Act which dis-
qualify expenses for over-the-counter
drugs under health savings accounts
and health flexible spending arrange-
ments.
S. 119
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. CASSIDY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 119, a bill to impose certain limi-
tations on consent decrees and settle-
ment agreements by agencies that re-
quire the agencies to take regulatory
action in accordance with the terms
thereof, and for other purposes.
S. 204
At the request of Mr. JOHNSON, the
name of the Senator from North Caro-
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lina (Mr. BURR) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 204, a bill to authorize the use
of unapproved medical products by pa-
tients diagnosed with a terminal ill-
ness in accordance with State law, and
for other purposes.
S. 224
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. WICKER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 224, a bill to amend title 18,
United States Code, to prohibit taking
minors across State lines in cir-
cumvention of laws requiring the in-
volvement of parents in abortion deci-
sions.
S. 260
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
names of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. BARRASSO) and the Senator from
West Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO) were added
as cosponsors of S. 260, a bill to repeal
the provisions of the Patient Protec-
tion and Affordable Care Act providing
for the Independent Payment Advisory
Board.
S. 279
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
NELSON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
279, a bill to amend the Water Re-
sources Development Act of 1986 to
modify a provision relating to acquisi-
tion of beach fill.
S. 204
At the request of Mr. NELSON, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 294, a bill to amend the Fed-
eral Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to
clarify the Food and Drug Administra-
tion’s jurisdiction over certain tobacco
products, and to protect jobs and small
businesses involved in the sale, manu-
facturing and distribution of tradi-
tional and premium cigars.
S. 301
At the request of Mr. LANKFORD, the
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. TiLLIS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 301, a bill to amend the
Public Health Service Act to prohibit
governmental discrimination against
providers of health services that are
not involved in abortion.
S. 302
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the
name of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. ENzI) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 302, a bill to enhance tribal road
safety, and for other purposes.
S. 306
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Ms. HEITKAMP) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 306, a bill to provide for a
biennial budget process and a biennial
appropriations process and to enhance
oversight and the performance of the
Federal Government.
S. 315
At the request of Mr. SULLIVAN, the
names of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. ROUNDS) and the Senator
from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) were added as
cosponsors of S. 315, a bill to direct the
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Secretary of the Army to place in Ar-
lington National Cemetery a monu-
ment honoring the helicopter pilots
and crewmembers who were Kkilled
while serving on active duty in the
Armed Forces during the Vietnam era,
and for other purposes.
S.J. RES. 14
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
names of the Senator from Utah (Mr.
HATCH), the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. KENNEDY) and the Senator from
Arkansas (Mr. COTTON) were added as
cosponsors of S.J. Res. 14, a joint reso-
lution providing for congressional dis-
approval under chapter 8 of title 5,
United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Social Security Adminis-
tration relating to Implementation of
the NICS Improvement Amendments
Act of 2007.
S.J. RES. 17
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mrs. CAPITO) was added as a co-
sponsor of S.J. Res. 17, a joint resolu-
tion approving the discontinuation of
the process for consideration and auto-
matic implementation of the annual
proposal of the Independent Medicare
Advisory Board under section 1899A of
the Social Security Act.
S. RES. 50
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
names of the Senator from Arizona
(Mr. McCAIN), the Senator from Oregon
(Mr. MERKLEY) and the Senator from
Virginia (Mr. KAINE) were added as co-
sponsors of S. Res. 50, a resolution re-
affirming a strong commitment to the
United States-Australia alliance rela-
tionship.
S. RES. 51
At the request of Ms. HIRONO, the
names of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN) and the Senator from New
Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) were added
as cosponsors of S. Res. 51, a resolution
recognizing the contributions of Fed-
eral employees and pledging to oppose
efforts to reduce Federal workforce pay
and benefits, eliminate civil service
employment protections, undermine
collective bargaining, and increase the
use of non-Federal contractors for in-
herently governmental activities.
——

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. KAINE:

S. 331. A bill to remove the use re-
strictions on certain land transferred
to Rockingham County, Virginia, and
for other purposes; to the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources.

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, this bill
has a complex backstory, but it serves
a simple purpose—to allow a small
daycare facility in Virginia to under-
take routine repairs and maintenance.

For more than 20 years, the Plains
Area Day Care Center in Broadway,
VA, has served children from mod-
erate-income families in Rockingham
County. This facility sits on a 3-acre
parcel that was once Federal land be-
fore the National Park Service con-
veyed it to Rockingham County in 1989
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under the Federal Lands to Parks Pro-
gram. The county in turn leases this
land to the center for $1 per year, with
a contract that runs through the year
20217.

The center is in need of repairs and
maintenance, including a new roof;
however, it has had difficulty in secur-
ing private financing for these activi-
ties because of the complex land own-
ership structure—Federal land con-
veyed conditionally to a county and
leased to a private company. Due to
Virginia’s status as a Dillon Rule
State, Rockingham County cannot exe-
cute a loan either.

This bill would specify that the 1989
land conveyance is transferred in fee
simple, with no further use restric-
tions. I appreciate the goal of the Fed-
eral Lands to Parks Program to pre-
serve land as open space, particularly
after having overseen the preservation
of 400,000 acres of open space in Vir-
ginia during my time as Governor of
the Commonwealth. There are no plans
to develop the open space on this site,
only to fix the daycare center build-
ing—a former Forest Service garage
that has been on the site since before
its transfer from Federal ownership.

My Virginia colleague, Congressman
Bob Goodlatte, has introduced com-
panion legislation in the House of Rep-
resentatives. During the 114th Con-
gress, this bill was passed unanimously
through the full House as a standalone;
reported favorably without opposition
by the Senate Energy and Natural Re-
sources Committee; and adopted by
unanimous consent to be included in
the Senate’s bipartisan Energy bill.
Unfortunately, it fell just short of final
passage.

This is a small modification that
simply removes unnecessary bureau-
cratic hurdles and allows the daycare
center to continue doing what it has
been doing for 25 years. I am pleased to
partner with Congressman GOODLATTE
in this commonsense, bipartisan effort.

By Mr. COTTON:

S. 332. A bill to restrict funding for
the Preparatory Commission for the
Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Trea-
ty Organization, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Foreign
Relations.

Mr. COTTON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 332

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. RESTRICTION ON FUNDING FOR THE
PREPARATORY COMMISSION FOR
THE COMPREHENSIVE NUCLEAR-
TEST-BAN TREATY ORGANIZATION.

(a) STATEMENT OF PoLIicY.—Congress de-
clares that United Nations Security Council
Resolution 2310 (September 23, 2016) does not
obligate the United States or impose an obli-
gation on the United States to refrain from
actions that would run counter to the object
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and purpose of the Comprehensive Nuclear-
Test-Ban Treaty.

(b) RESTRICTION ON FUNDING.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—No United States funds
may be made available to the Preparatory
Commission for the Comprehensive Nuclear-
Test-Ban Treaty Organization.

(2) EXCEPTION.—The restriction under para-
graph (1) shall not apply with respect to the
availability of United States funds for the
Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty Or-
ganization’s International Monitoring Sys-
tem.

————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 53—AUTHOR-

IZING EXPENDITURES BY THE
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERV-
ICES

Mr. McCAIN submitted the following
resolution; from the Committee on
Armed Services; which was referred to
the Committee on Rules and Adminis-
tration:

S. RES. 53

Resolved,

SECTION 1. GENERAL AUTHORITY.

In carrying out its powers, duties, and
functions under the Standing Rules of the
Senate, in accordance with its jurisdiction
under rule XXV of the Standing Rules of the
Senate, including holding hearings, report-
ing such hearings, and making investiga-
tions as authorized by paragraphs 1 and 8 of
rule XXVI of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the Committee on Armed Services (in
this resolution referred to as the ‘‘com-
mittee’’) is authorized from March 1, 2017,
through February 28, 2019, in its discretion,
to—

(1) make expenditures from the contingent
fund of the Senate;

(2) employ personnel; and

(3) with the prior consent of the Govern-
ment department or agency concerned and
the Committee on Rules and Administration,
use on a reimbursable or nonreimbursable
basis the services of personnel of any such
department or agency.

SEC. 2. EXPENSES.

(a) EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING SEP-
TEMBER 30, 2017.—The expenses of the com-
mittee for the period March 1, 2017, through
September 30, 2017, under this resolution
shall not exceed $3,783,845, of which
amount—

(1) not to exceed $46,667 may be expended
for the procurement of the services of indi-
vidual consultants, or organizations thereof
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C.
4301(i))); and

(2) not to exceed $17,500 may be expended
for the training of the professional staff of
the committee (under procedures specified
by section 202(j) of that Act).

(b) EXPENSES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2018 PE-
RIOD.—The expenses of the committee for the
period October 1, 2017, through September 30,
2018, under this resolution shall not exceed
$6,486,591, of which amount—

(1) not to exceed $80,000 may be expended
for the procurement of the services of indi-
vidual consultants, or organizations thereof
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C.
4301(i))); and

(2) not to exceed $30,000 may be expended
for the training of the professional staff of
the committee (under procedures specified
by section 202(j) of that Act).

(¢) EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING FEBRUARY
28, 2019.—The expenses of the committee for
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the period October 1, 2018, through February
28, 2019, under this resolution shall not ex-
ceed $2,702,746, of which amount—

(1) not to exceed $33,334 may be expended
for the procurement of the services of indi-
vidual consultants, or organizations thereof
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C.
4301(i))); and

(2) not to exceed $12,500 may be expended
for the training of the professional staff of
the committee (under procedures specified
by section 202(j) of that Act).

SEC. 3. REPORTING LEGISLATION.

The committee shall report its findings,
together with such recommendations for leg-
islation as it deems advisable, to the Senate
at the earliest practicable date, but not later
than February 28, 2019.

SEC. 4. EXPENSES AND AGENCY CONTRIBUTIONS.

(a) EXPENSES OF THE COMMITTEE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), expenses of the committee
under this resolution shall be paid from the
contingent fund of the Senate upon vouchers
approved by the chairman of the committee.

(2) VOUCHERS NOT REQUIRED.—Vouchers
shall not be required for—

(A) the disbursement of salaries of employ-
ees paid at an annual rate;

(B) the payment of telecommunications
provided by the Office of the Sergeant at
Arms and Doorkeeper;

(C) the payment of stationery supplies pur-
chased through the Keeper of the Stationery;

(D) payments to the Postmaster of the
Senate;

(E) the payment of metered charges on
copying equipment provided by the Office of
the Sergeant at Arms and Doorkeeper;

(F') the payment of Senate Recording and
Photographic Services; or

(G) the payment of franked and mass mail
costs by the Sergeant at Arms and Door-
keeper.

(b) AGENCY CONTRIBUTIONS.—There are au-
thorized to be paid from the appropriations
account for ‘‘Expenses of Inquiries and Inves-
tigations” of the Senate such sums as may
be necessary for agency contributions re-
lated to the compensation of employees of
the committee—

(1) for the period March 1, 2017, through
September 30, 2017;

(2) for the period October 1, 2017, through
September 30, 2018; and

(3) for the period October 1, 2018, through
February 28, 2019.

—————
SENATE RESOLUTION 54—EX-
PRESSING THE UNWAVERING

COMMITMENT OF THE TUNITED
STATES TO THE NORTH ATLAN-
TIC TREATY ORGANIZATION

Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself, Mr.
GARDNER, Mr. RUBIO, and Mrs. MCCAS-
KILL) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

S. REs. 54

Whereas, following World War II, the
United States rejected isolationism, estab-
lished its role as a world leader, and devel-
oped an international alliance system that
protected the United States while supporting
democracy, freedom, and economic pros-
perity with European nations;

Whereas, 70 years ago, the United States
announced the Marshall Plan for Europe, a
strategic investment in Europe, as well as
articulated the Truman Doctrine, which
sought to contain a growing Soviet threat in
Southern Europe;

Whereas, in 1949, the United States, Can-
ada, Belgium, Denmark, France, Iceland,
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