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and I have always had the greatest per-
sonal respect and admiration: ADM
Lloyd R. ‘“Joe’’ Vasey.

Joe Vasey was my father’s dear
friend and comrade for so many years.
As he marks a century of life well
lived, I send him the warmest wishes
and convey to him thanks of a grateful
nation for embodying the very finest
qualities of patriotism and for his con-
stant service to a cause greater than
himself.

From the Naval Academy to dan-
gerous duty in the Second World War
to five commands at sea to service in
the highest councils of military com-
mand, Joe Vasey’s was a most distin-
guished and honorable Navy career.
But he did not believe that his retire-
ment from active duty relieved him of
the responsibilities of patriotism. He
continued to serve the national inter-
est by founding the Pacific Forum to
promote security and stability in the
critically important Asia-Pacific re-
gion.

The only elaboration of this illus-
trious life I can offer are reminiscences
of a friendship, some of which I was
privileged to personally observe, which
for me served as emblematic of a tradi-
tion; that of service as an officer in the
U.S. Navy and the bonds of respect and
love that unite good officers in shared
sacrifice and devotion to their service
and their country. It is the tradition
upon which, in the most difficult mo-
ments of my life, I relied for the
strength to persevere for my country’s
honor and for my self-respect.

Very late in his life, my father was
interviewed for an oral history of our
officers in the post-World War II Navy.
“There’s a term which has slipped
somewhat into disuse,” he remarked in
the interview, ‘“‘which I always used to
the moment I retired, and that is the
term: an officer and a gentleman.”” Had
my father been asked to identify a con-
temporary who personified the virtues
he considered essential to the life of an
officer and a gentleman, I have no
doubt he would have thought first of
his friend Joe Vasey.

My father’s respect and affection for
Joe Vasey was unlimited. Their friend-
ship was forged in the crucible of war
and strengthened to last a lifetime by
their shared experiences aboard the
USS Gunnel as it prowled the Pacific
from Midway to Nagasaki in search of
the enemy. And find them they did. On
one occasion, the ship sank a Japanese
freighter and destroyer, but was then
forced to submerge for 36 hours while
avoiding Japanese depth charges. With
the temperature on the submarine
reaching 120 degrees and oxygen run-
ning low, my father decided to surface
and try to fight the remaining Japa-
nese ships. But he offered his torpedo
officer, Joe Vasey, and the rest of his
officers the option to abandon ship. To
a man, they agreed with my father and
rejected that course. When the Gunnel
surfaced, its weary crew found the Jap-
anese destroyers had given up and were
steaming away. My father, Joe Vasey,
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and their comrades lived to fight an-
other day.

My father and Joe Vasey were proud
veterans of an epic war. They never felt
the need to exaggerate their experi-
ences, extraordinary as they were. But
they did talk about the lessons of lead-
ership they learned and how they could
be applied to new circumstances. And
they had many occasions to do so.
They were together when my father be-
came commander-in-chief of Pacific
Command during the Vietnam war and
Admiral Vasey served as his most
trusted adviser as head of strategic
plans and policies. They were together
when they argued to Washington for a
strategy to win the war rather than
just continue the bleeding. And they
were together when my father gave or-
ders for B-52s to bomb the city in
which his son was held a prisoner of
war. They were the best of friends and
exemplified that noblest of traditions:
brothers in arms.

I count myself immeasurably fortu-
nate to have benefited from their ex-
ample early in life so that I could de-
rive the strength I needed to survive
later misfortune from their stories,
their courage, and their honor.

So to Joe Vasey, a great patriot, a
good man, an officer and a gentleman,
and a brave defender of this Nation, I
wish a very happy birthday, fair winds,
and following seas.®

——

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 10:25 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bills, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 337. An act to transfer administrative
jurisdiction over certain Bureau of Land
Management land from the Secretary of the
Interior to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
for inclusion in the Black Hills National
Cemetery, and for other purposes.

H.R. 387. An act to amend title 18, United
States Code, to update the privacy protec-
tions for electronic communications infor-
mation that is stored by third-party service
providers in order to protect consumer pri-
vacy interests while meeting law enforce-
ment needs, and for other purposes.

H.R. 494. An act to expand the boundary of
Fort Frederica National Monument in the
State of Georgia, and for other purposes.

H.R. 618. An act to authorize, direct, expe-
dite, and facilitate a land exchange in El
Paso and Teller Counties, Colorado, and for
other purposes.

H.R. 688. An act to adjust the boundary of
the Arapaho National Forest, Colorado, and
for other purposes.

H.R. 689. An act to insure adequate use and
access to the existing Bolts Ditch headgate
and ditch segment within the Holy Cross
Wilderness in Eagle County, Colorado, and
for other purposes.

H.R. 698. An act to require a land convey-
ance involving the Elkhorn Ranch and the
White River National Forest in the State of
Colorado, and for other purposes.

The message also announced that the
House has agreed to the following con-
current resolution, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:
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H. Con. Res. 18. Concurrent resolution per-
mitting the use of the rotunda of the Capitol
for a ceremony as part of the commemora-
tion of the days of remembrance of victims
of the Holocaust.

————

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 337. An act to transfer administrative
jurisdiction over certain Bureau of Land
Management land from the Secretary of the
Interior to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
for inclusion in the Black Hills National
Cemetery, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

H.R. 387. An act to amend title 18, United
States Code, to update the privacy protec-
tions for electronic communications infor-
mation that is stored by third-party service
providers in order to protect consumer pri-
vacy interests while meeting law enforce-
ment needs, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

H.R. 494. An act to expand the boundary of
Fort Frederica National Monument in the
State of Georgia, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

H.R. 618. An act to authorize, direct, expe-
dite, and facilitate a land exchange in El
Paso and Teller Counties, Colorado, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

H.R. 688. An act to adjust the boundary of
the Arapaho National Forest, Colorado, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources.

H.R. 689. An act to insure adequate use and
access to the existing Bolts Ditch headgate
and ditch segment within the Holy Cross
Wilderness in Eagle County, Colorado, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources.

H.R. 698. An act to require a land convey-
ance involving the Elkhorn Ranch and the
White River National Forest in the State of
Colorado, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

———

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-669. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Army, transmitting, pursuant
to law, a report relative to Army Force
Structure (0SS-2017-0149); to the Committee
on Armed Services.

EC-670. A joint communication from the
Secretary of Defense and the Secretary of
Energy, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
fiscal year 2017 report on the plan for the nu-
clear weapons stockpile, complex, delivery
systems, and command and control systems
(0SS-2016-1038); to the Committees on
Armed Services; Appropriations; and Foreign
Relations.

EC-671. A communication from the Chair-
man and Chief Executive Officer, Farm Cred-
it Administration, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Rules of
Practice and Procedure; Adjusting Civil
Money Penalties for Inflation” (RIN3052—
AD21) received in the Office of the President
of the Senate on February 6, 2017; to the
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry.
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EC-672. A communication from the Acting
Assistant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
law, a report relative to Data Mining Activ-
ity in the Department of State for calendar
year 2016; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions.

EC-673. A communication from the Acting
Secretary of Education, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Final Regulations: Family Educational
Rights and Privacy Act’ (34 CFR Part 99) re-
ceived in the Office of the President pro tem-
pore of the Senate; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

EC-674. A communication from the Acting
Secretary of Education, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Open Licensing Requirement for Competi-
tive Grant Programs’ (RIN1894-AA(07) re-
ceived in the Office of the President pro tem-
pore of the Senate; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

EC-675. A communication from the Acting
Assistant Attorney General, Office of Legis-
lative Affairs, Department of Justice, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the Annual Report
to Congress on the implementation, enforce-
ment, and prosecution of registration re-
quirements under Section 635 of the Adam
Walsh Child Protection Act of 2006; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

EC-676. A communication from the Acting
Assistant Attorney General, Office of Legis-
lative Affairs, Department of Justice, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a report relative to
the Victims Compensation Fund established
by the Witness Security Reform Act of 1984;
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. McCAIN, from the Committee on
Armed Services, without amendment:

S. Res. 53. An original resolution author-
izing expenditures by the Committee on
Armed Services.

————

EXECUTIVE REPORT OF
COMMITTEE

The following executive report of a
nomination was submitted:

By Mr. ISAKSON for the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs.

*David J. Shulkin, of Pennsylvania, to be
Secretary of Veterans Affairs.

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate.

——————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. BROWN (for himself and Mr.
PORTMAN):

S. 321. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to exempt amounts paid for
aircraft management services from the ex-
cise taxes imposed on transportation by air;
to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. PETERS (for himself and Mr.
HELLER):

S. 322. A bill to protect victims of domestic

violence, sexual assault, stalking, and dating
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violence from emotional and psychological
trauma caused by acts of violence or threats
of violence against their pets; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry.

By Mr. FLAKE:

S. 323. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to create Universal Savings
Accounts; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. HATCH (for himself,
HIRONO, and Mr. BOOZMAN):

S. 324. A Dbill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to improve the provision of
adult day health care services for veterans;
to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself,
Ms. WARREN, Mr. REED, Ms. STABE-
NOwW, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, and Mr. FRANKEN):

S. 325. A bill to permanently extend the
Protecting Tenants at Foreclosure Act of
2009; to the Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs.

By Mr. HELLER (for himself, Mr. NEL-
SON, Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. BENNET, Mr.
GARDNER, and Mr. YOUNG):

S. 326. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide for the tax-ex-
empt financing of certain government-owned
buildings; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. HELLER (for himself and Mr.
PETERS):

S. 327. A bill to direct the Securities and
Exchange Commission to provide a safe har-
bor related to certain investment fund re-
search reports, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs.

By Mr. BOOKER:

S. 328. A bill to enforce the Sixth Amend-
ment right to the assistance of effective
counsel at all stages of the adversarial proc-
ess, to confer jurisdiction upon the district
courts of the United States to provide de-
claratory and injunctive relief against sys-
temic violations of such right, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.

Ms.

By Mr. BOOKER (for himself, Mr.
PAUL, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. LEE, Mr.
LANKFORD, and Mr. CASEY):

S. 329. A bill to place restrictions on the
use of solitary confinement for juveniles in
Federal custody; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

By Mr. BOOKER:

S. 330. A Dbill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to establish a corporation to ad-
vocate on behalf of individuals in noncapital
criminal cases before the Supreme Court of
the United States, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. KAINE:

S. 331. A bill to remove the use restrictions
on certain land transferred to Rockingham
County, Virginia, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

By Mr. COTTON:

S. 332. A bill to restrict funding for the
Preparatory Commission for the Comprehen-
sive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty Organization,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Foreign Relations.

By Mr. LANKFORD (for himself, Mr.
CORNYN, Mr. HATCH, Mr. CRUZ, Mr.
FLAKE, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. JOHNSON, and
Mr. LEE):

S. 333. A bill to limit donations made pur-
suant to settlement agreements to which the
United States is a party, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. INHOFE (for himself, Mr.
RUBIO, Mr. PAUL, Mr. CRUZ, Mr.
LANKFORD, Mr. ScoTT, Mrs. CAPITO,
Mr. TILLIS, and Mr. COTTON):

S. 334. A bill to clarify that a State has the
sole authority to regulate hydraulic frac-
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turing on Federal land within the boundaries
of the State; to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

By Mr. INHOFE (for himself, Mr.
RUBIO, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr.
CRAPO, and Mrs. CAPITO):

S. 335. A bill to achieve domestic energy
independence by empowering States to con-
trol the development and production of all
forms of energy on all available Federal
land; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources.

By Mr. BROWN (for himself, Mr. SAND-
ERS, Mrs. MURRAY, and Mr.
MERKLEY):

S. 336. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to modify authorities relating
to the collective bargaining of employees in
the Veterans Health Administration, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs.

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND (for herself, Mr.
BROWN, Mr. BOOKER, Ms. HIRONO, Mr.
MARKEY, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. SCHATZ,
Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr.
REED, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms. WARREN,
Mr. DURBIN, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. MUR-
PHY, Mr. UDALL, Mr. SCHUMER, Ms.
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. FRANKEN, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Ms. HEITKAMP, Mrs. MURRAY,
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. LEAHY, Ms.
DUCKWORTH, Mr. MENENDEZ, and Ms.
HARRIS):

S. 337. A bill to provide paid family and
medical leave benefits to certain individuals,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Finance.

By Mr. NELSON (for himself, Mr.
PETERS, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. UDALL, Mr. COONS,
Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr.
VAN HOLLEN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Ms.
BALDWIN, Mr. REED, Mr. HEINRICH,
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Ms. WARREN, Ms.
HASSAN, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. MARKEY,
Mr. BOOKER, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. WAR-
NER, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. FRANKEN,
Mr. CARDIN, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. CAR-
PER, and Ms. CORTEZ MASTO):

S. 338. A bill to protect scientific integrity
in Federal research and policymaking, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

By Mr. NELSON (for himself and Ms.
COLLINS):

S. 339. A bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to repeal the requirement for
reduction of survivor annuities under the
Survivor Benefit Plan by veterans’ depend-
ency and indemnity compensation, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Armed
Services.

By Mr. CRAPO (for himself, Mrs.
McCASKILL, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr.
BLUNT, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. DONNELLY,
Mr. ENzI, Mrs. ERNST, Mrs. FISCHER,
Mr. FLAKE, Ms. HEITKAMP, Mr.
INHOFE, Mr. MORAN, Mr. RISCH, Mr.
ROBERTS, and Mr. THUNE):

S. 340. A bill to clarify Congressional in-
tent regarding the regulation of the use of
pesticides in or near navigable waters, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
vironment and Public Works.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. McCAIN:

S. Res. 53. An original resolution author-
izing expenditures by the Committee on
Armed Services; from the Committee on
Armed Services; to the Committee on Rules
and Administration.
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