7]
December 21, 2017

Baha’i leaders, the 7 imprisoned Baha’i edu-
cators, and all other prisoners held solely on
account of their religion;

(3) calls on the President and the Secretary
of State, in cooperation with responsible na-
tions, to immediately condemn the Govern-
ment of Iran’s continued violation of human
rights and demand the immediate release of
prisoners held solely on account of their reli-
gion; and

(4) urges the President and the Secretary
of State to utilize available authorities to
impose sanctions on officials of the Govern-
ment of Iran and other individuals directly
responsible for serious human rights abuses,
including abuses against the Baha’i commu-
nity of Iran.

Mr. MCCONNELL. I further ask
unanimous consent that the com-
mittee-reported amendment to the res-
olution be agreed to, the resolution, as
amended, be agreed to, the committee-
reported amendment to the preamble
be agreed to, the preamble, as amend-
ed, be agreed to, and the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid
upon the table with no intervening ac-
tion or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee-reported amendment
was agreed to.

The resolution (S. Res.
amended, was agreed to.

The committee-reported amendment
to the preamble was agreed to.

The preamble, as amended,
agreed to.

The resolution, as amended, with its
preamble, as amended, reads as follows:

S. RES. 139

Whereas in 1982, 1984, 1988, 1990, 1992, 1993,
1994, 1996, 2000, 2004, 2006, 2008, 2009, 2012, 2013,
2015, and 2016, Congress declared that it de-
plored the religious persecution by the Gov-
ernment of Iran of the Baha’i community
and would hold the Government of Iran re-
sponsible for upholding the rights of all Ira-
nian nationals, including members of the
Baha’i Faith;

Whereas the United States Commission on
International Religious Freedom 2016 Annual
Report states—

(1) “The Baha’i community, the largest
non-Muslim religious minority in Iran, long
has been subject to particularly severe reli-
gious freedom violations. The government
views Baha’is, who number at least 300,000,
as ‘heretics’ and consequently they face re-
pression on the grounds of apostasy.’’;

(2) ““Since 1979, authorities have killed or
executed more than 200 Baha’i leaders, and
more than 10,000 have been dismissed from
government and university jobs.”’; and

(3) ““Over the past 10 years, approximately
850 Baha’is have been arbitrarily arrested.’’;

Whereas the Department of State 2015
International Religious Freedom Report
states—

(1) religious minorities in Iran ‘‘continued
to face societal discrimination, especially
the Bahai community, which reported con-
tinuing problems at different levels of soci-
ety, including personal harassment.”’;

(2) the Government of Iran ‘‘continued to
prohibit Bahais from officially assembling or
maintaining administrative institutions, ac-
tively closed such institutions, harassed Ba-
hais, and disregarded their property rights.”’;

(3) in Iran, ‘“‘Bahai blood may be spilled
with impunity, and Bahai families are not
entitled to restitution” and ‘‘Bahais cannot
receive compensation for injury or crimes
committed against them and cannot inherit
property.”’;
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(4) the Government of Iran ‘‘requires uni-
versities to exclude Bahais from access to
higher education or expel them if their reli-
gious affiliation becomes known.”’; and

(5) in Iran, ‘‘Bahais are banned from gov-
ernment employment” and ‘‘[t]here were re-
ports of non-Bahais being pressured to refuse
employment to Bahais or dismissing Bahais
from their private sector jobs.”’;

Whereas, on June 8, 2016, the United Na-
tions Special Rapporteur on the situation of
human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran
and the United Nations Special Rapporteur
on freedom of religion or belief issued a joint
statement condemning the ‘“‘wave of incite-
ment of hatred of the Baha’i community re-
flected in speeches made by religious, judici-
ary and political officials in the Islamic Re-
public of Iran’’;

Whereas, on September 6, 2016, the United
Nations Secretary-General issued a report on
the situation of human rights in the Islamic
Republic of Iran (A/71/374), which stated that
“human rights violations have continued at
an alarming rate’’;

Whereas, on December 17, 2016, the United
Nations General Assembly adopted a resolu-
tion (A/RES/70/179), which ‘‘[e]xpresse[d] seri-
ous concern about ongoing severe limita-
tions and restrictions on the right to free-
dom of thought, conscience, religion or belief
and restrictions on the establishment of
places of worship, as well as attacks against
places of worship and burial, as well as other
human rights violations, including but not
limited to harassment, persecution and in-
citement to hatred that lead to violence
against persons belonging to recognized and
unrecognized religious minorities, including
Christians, Jews, Sufi Muslims, Sunni Mus-
lims, Zoroastrians and members of the
Baha’i Faith and their defenders’’;

Whereas since May 2008, the Government of
Iran has imprisoned the 7 members of the
former ad hoc leadership group of the Baha’i
community in Iran, known as the Yaran-i-
Iran, or ‘friends of Iran’—Mrs. Fariba
Kamalabadi, Mr. Jamaloddin Khanjani, Mr.
Afif Naeimi, Mr. Saeid Rezaie, Mr. Behrouz
Tavakkoli, Mrs. Mahvash Sabet, and Mr.
Vahid Tizfahm—and these individuals were
convicted of charges including ‘‘spying for
Israel, insulting religious sanctities, propa-
ganda against the regime and spreading cor-
ruption on earth’” and sentenced to 20-year
prison terms, the longest sentences given to
any prisoner of conscience in Iran at that
time, now reportedly reduced to 10 years,
and Mrs. Sabet and Mrs. Kamalabadi were
released in September 2017 and October 2017,
respectively, upon the completion of their
sentences;

Whereas beginning in May 2011, officials of
the Government of Iran in 4 cities conducted
sweeping raids on the homes of dozens of in-
dividuals associated with the Baha'i Insti-
tute for Higher Education (referred to in this
Resolution as “BIHE’) and arrested and de-
tained several educators associated with
BIHE, with 16 BIHE educators ultimately
sentenced to 4- or 5-year prison terms, 7 of
whom remain in prison;

Whereas scores of Baha’i cemeteries have
been attacked, and in 2014, Revolutionary
Guards began excavating a Baha’i cemetery
in Shiraz, which is the site of 950 graves, and
built a cultural and sport center on the cem-
etery site;

Whereas the Baha’i International Commu-
nity reported that there has been a recent
surge in anti-Baha’i hate propaganda in Ira-
nian state-sponsored media outlets, noting
that—

(1) in 2010 and 2011, approximately 22 anti-
Baha’i articles were appearing every month;

(2) in 2014, the number of anti-Baha’i arti-
cles rose to approximately 400 per month;
and
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(3) by 2016, the number of anti-Baha’i arti-
cles rose to approximately 1,500 per month;

Whereas there are currently 90 Baha’is in
prison in Iran;

Whereas the Government of Iran is party
to the International Covenants on Human
Rights and is in violation of its obligations
under such Covenants;

Whereas section 105 of the Comprehensive
Iran Sanctions, Accountability, and Divest-
ment Act of 2010 (22 U.S.C. 8514) authorizes
the President to impose sanctions on individ-
uals ‘‘responsible for or complicit in, or re-
sponsible for ordering, controlling, or other-
wise directing, the commission of serious
human rights abuses against citizens of Iran
or their family members on or after June 12,
2009"’; and

Whereas the Iran Threat Reduction and
Syria Human Rights Act of 2012 (Public Law
112-158) amends and expands the authorities
established under the Comprehensive Iran
Sanctions, Accountability, and Divestment
Act of 2010 (Public Law 111-195) to sanction
Iranian human rights abusers: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) condemns the Government of Iran’s
state-sponsored persecution of its Baha’i mi-
nority and its continued violation of the
International Covenants on Human Rights;

(2) calls on the Government of Iran to im-
mediately release the 5 imprisoned Baha’i
leaders, the 7 imprisoned Baha’i educators,
and all other prisoners held solely on ac-
count of their religion;

(3) calls on the President and the Secretary
of State, in cooperation with responsible na-
tions, to immediately condemn the Govern-
ment of Iran’s continued violation of human
rights and demand the immediate release of
prisoners held solely on account of their reli-
gion; and

(4) urges the President and the Secretary
of State to utilize available authorities to
impose sanctions on officials of the Govern-
ment of Iran and other individuals directly
responsible for serious human rights abuses,
including abuses against the Baha’i commu-
nity of Iran.

CEILING FAN ENERGY CONSERVA-
TION HARMONIZATION ACT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be discharged from further con-
sideration of S. 2030 and the Senate
proceed to its immediate consider-
ation.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (S. 2030) to deem the compliance date
for amended energy conservation standards
for ceiling fan light kits to be January 21,
2020, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the bill be considered read
a third time and passed and the motion
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 2030) was ordered to be
engrossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed, as follows:

S. 2030

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.
This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Ceiling Fan
Energy Conservation Harmonization Act”.

SEC. 2. COMPLIANCE DATE FOR AMENDED EN-
ERGY CONSERVATION STANDARDS
FOR CEILING FAN LIGHT KITS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The compliance date for
the amended energy conservation standards
established for ceiling fan light kits in the
final rule entitled ‘“Energy Conservation
Program: Energy Conservation Standards for
Ceiling Fan Light Kits” (81 Fed. Reg. 580
(January 6, 2016)) is deemed to be January 21,
2020.

(b) CONFORMING CHANGES.—Not later than
60 days after the date of enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of Energy shall make
such technical and conforming changes to
any regulation, guidance document, or pro-
cedure as may be necessary to implement
subsection (a).

———

EXTENDING THE PERIOD DURING
WHICH VESSELS THAT ARE
SHORTER THAN 79 FEET IN
LENGTH AND FISHING VESSELS
ARE NOT REQUIRED TO HAVE A
PERMIT FOR DISCHARGES INCI-
DENTAL TO THE NORMAL OPER-
ATION OF THE VESSEL

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. 2273, introduced earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 2273) to extend the period during
which vessels that are shorter than 79 feet in
length and fishing vessels are not required to
have a permit for discharges incidental to
the normal operation of the vessel.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the bill be considered read
a third time and passed and the motion
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 2273) was ordered to be
engrossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed, as follows:

S. 2273

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. EXTENSION OF MORATORIUM.

Section 2(a) of Public Law 110-299 (33
U.S.C. 1342 note) is amended by striking ‘‘De-
cember 18, 2017 and inserting ‘‘January 19,
2018”".

————

RECOGNIZING THE SERIOUSNESS
OF POLYCYSTIC OVARY SYN-
DROME

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions Committee be discharged from
further consideration of S. Res. 336 and
the Senate proceed to its immediate
consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.
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The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 336) recognizing the
seriousness of Polycystic Ovary Syndrome
and expressing support for the designation of
the month of September 2018 as ‘‘Polycystic
Ovary Syndrome Awareness Month.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. McCONNELL. I further ask
unanimous consent that the amend-
ment to the resolution, which is at the
desk, be agreed to, the resolution, as
amended, be agreed to, the amendment
to the preamble, which is at the desk,
be agreed to, the preamble, as amend-
ed, be agreed to, and the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid
upon the table with no intervening ac-
tion or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 1866) was agreed
to, as follows:

(Purpose: To amend the resolving clause)

On page 4, line 5, insert ‘‘and” after the
semicolon.

On page 4, strike lines 6 through 7.

On page 4, line 8, strike ‘“(D)” and insert
o).

On page 4, line 15, strike ‘‘are afflicted
with PCOS;” and insert ‘‘have PCOS; and”’.

On page 4, strike lines 16 through 19.

On page 4, line 20, strike ‘“(6)” and insert
5y,

The resolution (S. Res.
amended, was agreed to.

The amendment (No. 1867) was agreed
to, as follows:

(Purpose: To amend the preamble)

In the seventh whereas clause of the pre-
amble, strike ‘“which” and insert ‘“‘and’.

In the thirteenth whereas clause of the
preamble, strike ‘“up to 80 percent of”’ and
insert “many’’.

In the fifteenth whereas clause of the pre-
amble, strike the semicolon at the end and
insert ‘‘, which does not include the costs as-
sociated with treatment of comorbidities;” .

Strike the sixteenth whereas clause of the
preamble.

The preamble, as
agreed to.
The resolution, as amended, with its
preamble, as amended, reads as follows:
S. RES. 336

Whereas Polycystic Ovary Syndrome (re-
ferred to in this preamble as “PCOS”) is a
common health problem among women and
girls involving a hormonal imbalance;

Whereas there is no universal definition of
PCOS, but researchers estimate that be-
tween 5,000,000 and 10,000,000 women in the
United States are affected by PCOS;

Whereas PCOS can affect women from the
onset of puberty and throughout the remain-
der of their lives;

Whereas the symptoms of PCOS include in-
fertility, irregular or absent menstrual peri-
ods, acne, weight gain, thinning scalp hair,
excessive facial and body hair growth, nu-
merous small ovarian cysts, pelvic pain, and
mental health problems;

Whereas women with PCOS have higher
rates of psychosocial disorders, including de-
pression, anxiety, bipolar disorder, and eat-
ing disorders, and are at greater risk for sui-
cide;

Whereas adolescents with PCOS often are
not diagnosed;

Whereas PCOS causes metabolic dysfunc-
tion and insulin resistance, and can lead to
type 2 diabetes, cardiovascular disease, ob-
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structive sleep apnea, nonalcoholic fatty
liver disease, and endometrial cancer at a
young adult age;

Whereas PCOS is the most common cause
of female infertility;

Whereas PCOS in pregnancy is associated
with increased risk of gestational diabetes,
preeclampsia, pregnancy-induced  hyper-
tension, preterm delivery, cesarean delivery,
miscarriage, and fetal and infant death;

Whereas women with PCOS are at in-
creased risk of developing high blood pres-
sure, high cholesterol, stroke, heart dis-
ease—the leading cause of death among
women—and have a 4 to 7 times higher risk
of experiencing a heart attack compared to
women of the same age who do not have
PCOS;

Whereas women with PCOS have a more
than 50 percent chance of developing type 2
diabetes or prediabetes before the age of 40;

Whereas women with PCOS may be at a
higher risk for breast cancer and ovarian
cancer, and have a 3 times higher risk for de-
veloping endometrial cancer, compared to
women who do not have PCOS;

Whereas many women in the United States
with PCOS are overweight or have obesity;

Whereas an estimated 50 percent of women
with PCOS are undiagnosed, and many re-
main undiagnosed until they experience fer-
tility difficulties or develop type 2 diabetes
or other cardiometabolic disorders;

Whereas the costs involved with the diag-
nosis and management of PCOS to the
healthcare system of the United States is
over $4,300,000,000 per year during the repro-
ductive years of patients, which does not in-
clude the costs associated with treatment of
comorbidities;

Whereas the cause of PCOS is unknown,
but researchers have found strong links to
significant insulin resistance, which affects
up to 70 percent of women with PCOS, and
genetic predisposition; and

Whereas there is no known cure for PCOS:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the seriousness of Polycystic
Ovary Syndrome (referred to in this resolv-
ing clause as “PCOS”");

(2) supports the goals of PCOS Awareness
Month—

(A) to increase awareness of, and education
about, PCOS among the general public,
women, girls, and healthcare professionals;

(B) to improve diagnosis and treatment of
PCOS; and

(C) to improve the quality of life and out-
comes for women and girls with PCOS;

(3) recognizes the need for further research,
improved treatment and care options, and a
cure for PCOS;

(4) acknowledges the struggles affecting all
women and girls residing within the United
States who have PCOS; and

(5) encourages States, territories, and lo-
calities to support the goals of PCOS Aware-
ness Month.

———

CONGRATULATING THE UNIVER-
SITY OF CENTRAL MISSOURI
WOMEN’S SOCCER TEAM FOR
WINNING THE NATIONAL COLLE-
GIATE ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION
DIVISION II WOMEN'S SOCCER
CHAMPIONSHIP

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 364, submitted earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-10T02:19:00-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




