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SEC. 3. OFFERING HOLD FOR PICKUP AND SIGNA-
TURE CONFIRMATION SERVICES
UNDER THE SECURE MAIL INITIA-
TIVE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Beginning not later than
1 year after the date of enactment of this
Act, the Secretary shall provide for an op-
tion under the Secure Mail Initiative (or any
successor program) under which a person to
whom a document is sent under that initia-
tive may elect, except as provided in sub-
section (e), to have the Postal Service use
the Hold for Pickup service or the Signature
Confirmation service in delivering the docu-
ment.

(b) FEE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in accord-
ance with section 286(m) of the Immigration
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1356(m)), shall
require the payment of a fee from a person
electing a service under subsection (a),
which shall be set at a level that ensures re-
covery of—

(A) the full costs of providing all such serv-
ices; and

(B) any additional costs associated with
the administration of the fees collected.

(2) ALLOCATION OF FUNDS.—Of the fees col-
lected under paragraph (1), the Secretary
shall—

(A) deposit as offsetting receipts into the
Immigration Examinations Fee Account the
portion representing—

(i) the cost to the Secretary of providing
the services under subsection (a); and

(ii) any additional costs associated with
the administration of the fees collected; and

(B) transfer to the Postal Service the por-
tion representing the cost to the Postal
Service of providing the services under sub-
section (a).

(c) REGULATIONS.—The Postal Service may
promulgate regulations that—

(1) subject to paragraph (2), minimize the
cost of providing the services under sub-
section (a); and

(2) do not require the Postal Service to
incur additional expenses that are not recov-
erable under subsection (b).

(d) NOTICE OF CHANGES.—The Postal Serv-
ice shall notify the Secretary of any changes
to the Hold for Pickup service or the Signa-
ture Confirmation service.

(e) USE OF PRIVATE CARRIER.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—If the Secretary deter-
mines that a private carrier that offers sub-
stantially similar services to the Hold for
Pickup and Signature Confirmation services
would provide better service and value than
the Postal Service provides under subsection
(a), the Secretary may, in accordance with
paragraph (2) of this subsection—

(A) discontinue use of the services of the
Postal Service under subsection (a); and

(B) enter into a contract with the private
carrier under which a person to whom a doc-
ument is sent under the Secure Mail Initia-
tive (or any successor program) may elect to
have the private carrier use one of the sub-
stantially similar services in delivering the
document.

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—The Secretary may not
exercise the authority under paragraph (1)
unless the Secretary—

(A) determines, and notifies the Postal
Service, that the private carrier offers serv-
ices that are substantially similar to the
Hold for Pickup and Signature Confirmation
services;

(B) provides for an option under the Secure
Mail Initiative (or any successor program)
under which a person to whom a document is
sent under that initiative may elect a serv-
ice under paragraph (1)(B);

(C) requires the payment of a fee from a
person electing a service under paragraph
(1)(B), which shall be set at a level that en-
sures recovery of—
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(i) the full cost of contracting with the pri-
vate carrier to provide all such services; and

(ii) any additional costs associated with
the administration of the fees collected; and

(D) deposits the fees collected under sub-
paragraph (C) as offsetting receipts into the
Immigration Examinations Fees Account.
SEC. 4. REPORT.

Not later than 2 years after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary shall sub-
mit to Congress a report that describes—

(1) the implementation of the requirements
under section 3;

(2) the fee imposed under subsection (b) or
(e)(2)(C), as applicable, of section 3; and

(3) the number of times during the previous
year that a person used a service under sub-
section (a) or (e)(1)(B) of section 3.

———

FEDERAL REGISTER PRINTING
SAVINGS ACT OF 2017

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 261, H.R. 195.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 195) to amend title 44, United
States Code, to restrict the distribution of
free printed copies of the Federal Register to
Members of Congress and other officers and
employees of the United States, and for
other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Grass-
ley amendment at the desk be consid-
ered and agreed to, the bill, as amend-
ed, be considered read a third time and
passed, and the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 1864) was agreed
to.

(The text of the amendment is print-
ed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Submitted
Amendments.”’)

The amendment was ordered to be
engrossed and the bill to be read a
third time.

The bill was read the third time.

The bill (H.R. 195), as amended, was
passed.

The

——
KEVIN AND AVONTE’S LAW OF 2017

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 270, S. 2070.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 2070) to amend the Violent Crime
Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994, to
reauthorize the Missing Alzheimer’s Disease
Patient Alert Program, and to promote ini-
tiatives that will reduce the risk of injury
and death relating to the wandering charac-
teristics of some children with autism.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
had been reported from the Committee
on the Judiciary, with an amendment,
as follows:
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(The part of the bill intended to be
inserted is printed in italics.)
S. 2070

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Kevin and
Avonte’s Law of 2017,

TITLE I—MISSING ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE
PATIENT ALERT PROGRAM REAUTHOR-
IZATION

SEC. 101. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the ‘“Missing
Americans Alert Program Act of 2017’

SEC. 102. REAUTHORIZATION OF THE MISSING

ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE PATIENT
ALERT PROGRAM.

(a) AMENDMENTS.—Section 240001 of the
Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement
Act of 1994 (34 U.S.C. 12621) is amended—

(1) in the section header, by striking ‘“‘ALz-
HEIMER’S DISEASE PATIENT’ and inserting
‘‘AMERICANS’’;

(2) by striking subsection (a) and inserting
the following:

‘“(a) GRANT PROGRAM TO REDUCE INJURY
AND DEATH OF MISSING AMERICANS WITH DE-
MENTIA AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES.—
Subject to the availability of appropriations
to carry out this section, the Attorney Gen-
eral, through the Bureau of Justice Assist-
ance and in consultation with the Secretary
of Health and Human Services—

‘(1) shall award competitive grants to
health care agencies, State and local law en-
forcement agencies, or public safety agencies
and nonprofit organizations to assist such
entities in planning, designing, establishing,
or operating locally based, proactive pro-
grams to prevent wandering and locate miss-
ing individuals with forms of dementia, such
as Alzheimer’s Disease, or developmental
disabilities, such as autism, who, due to
their condition, wander from safe environ-
ments, including programs that—

‘“(A) provide prevention and response infor-
mation, including online training resources,
and referrals to families or guardians of such
individuals who, due to their condition, wan-
der from a safe environment;

‘“(B) provide education and training, in-
cluding online training resources, to first re-
sponders, school personnel, clinicians, and
the public in order to—

‘(i) increase the safety and reduce the inci-
dence of wandering of persons, who, due to
their dementia or developmental disabilities,
may wander from safe environments;

‘“(ii) facilitate the rescue and recovery of
individuals who, due to their dementia or de-
velopmental disabilities, wander from safe
environments; and

‘‘(iii) recognize and respond to and appro-
priately interact with endangered missing
individuals with dementia or developmental
disabilities who, due to their condition, wan-
der from safe environments;

‘(C) provide prevention and response train-
ing and emergency protocols for school ad-
ministrators, staff, and families or guardians
of individuals with dementia, such as Alz-
heimer’s Disease, or developmental disabil-
ities, such as autism, to help reduce the risk
of wandering by such individuals; and

‘(D) develop, operate, or enhance a notifi-
cation or communications systems for
alerts, advisories, or dissemination of other
information for the recovery of missing indi-
viduals with forms of dementia, such as Alz-
heimer’s Disease, or with developmental dis-
abilities, such as autism; and

“(2) shall award grants to health care
agencies, State and local law enforcement
agencies, or public safety agencies to assist
such agencies in designing, establishing, and
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operating locative tracking technology pro-
grams for individuals with forms of demen-
tia, such as Alzheimer’s Disease, or children
with developmental disabilities, such as au-
tism, who have wandered from safe environ-
ments.”’;

(3) in subsection (b)—

(A) by inserting ‘‘competitive’ after ‘‘to
receive a’’;

(B) by inserting ‘‘agency or’’ before ‘‘orga-
nization’ each place it appears; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:
“The Attorney General shall periodically so-
licit applications for grants under this sec-
tion by publishing a request for applications
in the Federal Register and by posting such
a request on the website of the Department
of Justice.”’; and

(4) by striking subsections (c¢) and (d) and
inserting the following:

‘“(c) PREFERENCE.—In awarding grants
under subsection (a)(1), the Attorney General
shall give preference to law enforcement or
public safety agencies that partner with non-
profit organizations that appropriately use
person-centered plans minimizing restrictive
interventions and that have a direct link to
individuals, and families of individuals, with
forms of dementia, such as Alzheimer’s Dis-
ease, or developmental disabilities, such as
autism.

‘(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this section $2,000,000 for each of
fiscal years 2018 through 2022.

‘“(e) GRANT ACCOUNTABILITY.—AIll grants
awarded by the Attorney General under this
section shall be subject to the following ac-
countability provisions:

(1) AUDIT REQUIREMENT.—

‘““(A) DEFINITION.—In this paragraph, the
term ‘unresolved audit finding’ means a find-
ing in the final audit report of the Inspector
General of the Department of Justice that
the audited grantee has utilized grant funds
for an unauthorized expenditure or otherwise
unallowable cost that is not closed or re-
solved within 12 months from the date when
the final audit report is issued.

‘(B) AupIiTs.—Beginning in the first fiscal
year beginning after the date of enactment
of this subsection, and in each fiscal year
thereafter, the Inspector General of the De-
partment of Justice shall conduct audits of
recipients of grants under this section to
prevent waste, fraud, and abuse of funds by
grantees. The Inspector General shall deter-
mine the appropriate number of grantees to
be audited each year.

‘“(C) MANDATORY EXCLUSION.—A recipient
of grant funds under this section that is
found to have an unresolved audit finding
shall not be eligible to receive grant funds
under this section during the first 2 fiscal
years beginning after the end of the 12-
month period described in subparagraph (A).

‘(D) PRIORITY.—In awarding grants under
this section, the Attorney General shall give
priority to eligible applicants that did not
have an unresolved audit finding during the
3 fiscal years before submitting an applica-
tion for a grant under this section.

‘“(E) REIMBURSEMENT.—If an entity is
awarded grant funds under this section dur-
ing the 2-fiscal-year period during which the
entity is barred from receiving grants under
subparagraph (C), the Attorney General
shall—

‘(i) deposit an amount equal to the
amount of the grant funds that were improp-
erly awarded to the grantee into the General
Fund of the Treasury; and

‘‘(ii) seek to recoup the costs of the repay-
ment to the fund from the grant recipient
that was erroneously awarded grant funds.

‘(2) NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION REQUIRE-
MENTS.—
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‘“‘(A) DEFINITION OF NONPROFIT ORGANIZA-
TION.—For purposes of this paragraph and
the grant programs under this part, the term
‘nonprofit organization’ means an organiza-
tion that is described in section 501(c)(3) of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 and is ex-
empt from taxation under section 501(a) of
such Code.

‘(B) PROHIBITION.—The Attorney General
may not award a grant under this part to a
nonprofit organization that holds money in
offshore accounts for the purpose of avoiding
paying the tax described in section 511(a) of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986.

‘(C) DISCLOSURE.—Each nonprofit organi-
zation that is awarded a grant under this
section and uses the procedures prescribed in
regulations to create a rebuttable presump-
tion of reasonableness for the compensation
of its officers, directors, trustees, and key
employees, shall disclose to the Attorney
General, in the application for the grant, the
process for determining such compensation,
including the independent persons involved
in reviewing and approving such compensa-
tion, the comparability data used, and con-
temporaneous substantiation of the delibera-
tion and decision. Upon request, the Attor-
ney General shall make the information dis-
closed under this subparagraph available for
public inspection.

‘“(3) CONFERENCE EXPENDITURES.—

‘“(A) LIMITATION.—No amounts made avail-
able to the Department of Justice under this
section may be used by the Attorney Gen-
eral, or by any individual or entity awarded
discretionary funds through a cooperative
agreement under this section, to host or sup-
port any expenditure for conferences that
uses more than $20,000 in funds made avail-
able by the Department of Justice, unless
the head of the relevant agency or depart-
ment, provides prior written authorization
that the funds may be expended to host the
conference.

‘““(B) WRITTEN APPROVAL.—Written ap-
proval under subparagraph (A) shall include
a written estimate of all costs associated
with the conference, including the cost of all
food, beverages, audio-visual equipment,
honoraria for speakers, and entertainment.

‘(C) REPORT.—The Deputy Attorney Gen-
eral shall submit an annual report to the
Committee on the Judiciary of the Senate
and the Committee on the Judiciary of the
House of Representatives on all conference
expenditures approved under this paragraph.

‘‘(4) ANNUAL CERTIFICATION.—Beginning in
the first fiscal year beginning after the date
of enactment of this subsection, the Attor-
ney General shall submit, to the Committee
on the Judiciary and the Committee on Ap-
propriations of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary and the Committee
on Appropriations of the House of Represent-
atives, an annual certification—

‘“(A) indicating whether—

‘(i) all audits issued by the Office of the
Inspector General under paragraph (1) have
been completed and reviewed by the appro-
priate Assistant Attorney General or Direc-
tor;

‘“(ii) all mandatory exclusions required
under paragraph (1)(C) have been issued; and

‘“(iii) all reimbursements required under
paragraph (1)(E) have been made; and

‘(B) that includes a list of any grant re-
cipients excluded under paragraph (1) from
the previous year.

¢(f) PREVENTING DUPLICATIVE GRANTS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Before the Attorney
General awards a grant to an applicant
under this section, the Attorney General
shall compare potential grant awards with
other grants awarded by the Attorney Gen-
eral to determine if grant awards are or have
been awarded for a similar purpose.
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‘“(2) REPORT.—If the Attorney General
awards grants to the same applicant for a
similar purpose the Attorney General shall
submit to the Committee on the Judiciary of
the Senate and the Committee on the Judici-
ary of the House of Representatives a report
that includes—

““(A) a list of all such grants awarded, in-
cluding the total dollar amount of any such
grants awarded; and

‘“(B) the reason the Attorney General
awarded multiple grants to the same appli-
cant for a similar purpose.”.

(b) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than 2
years after the date of enactment of this Act
and every year thereafter, the Attorney Gen-
eral shall submit to the Committee on the
Judiciary and the Committee on Appropria-
tions of the Senate and the Committee on
the Judiciary and the Committee on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives a
report on the Missing Americans Alert Pro-
gram, as amended by subsection (a), which
shall address—

(1) the number of individuals who bene-
fitted from the Missing Americans Alert Pro-
gram, including information such as the
number of individuals with reduced unsafe
wandering, the number of people who were
trained through the program, and the esti-
mated number of people who were impacted
by the program;

(2) the number of State, local, and tribal
law enforcement or public safety agencies
that applied for funding under the Missing
Americans Alert Program;

(3) the number of State, local, and tribal
local law enforcement or public safety agen-
cies that received funding under the Missing
Americans Alert Program, including—

(A) the number of State, local, and tribal
law enforcement or public safety agencies
that used such funding for training; and

(B) the number of State, local, and tribal
law enforcement or public safety agencies
that used such funding for designing, estab-
lishing, or operating locative tracking tech-
nology;

(4) the companies, including the location
(city and State) of the headquarters and
local offices of each company, for which
their locative tracking technology was used
by State, local, and tribal law enforcement
or public safety agencies;

(5) the nonprofit organizations, including
the location (city and State) of the head-
quarters and local offices of each organiza-
tion, that State, local, and tribal law en-
forcement or public safety agencies
partnered with and the result of each part-
nership;

(6) the number of missing children with au-
tism or another developmental disability
with wandering tendencies or adults with
Alzheimer’s being served by the program
who went missing and the result of the
search for each such individual; and

(7) any recommendations for improving the
Missing Americans Alert Program.

(¢) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents in section 2 of the Violent Crime Con-
trol and Law Enforcement Act of 1994 is
amended by striking the item relating to
section 240001 and inserting the following:

‘“Sec. 240001. Missing Americans Alert Pro-
gram.’’.
TITLE II—EDUCATION AND OUTREACH

SEC. 201. ACTIVITIES BY THE NATIONAL CENTER
FOR MISSING AND EXPLOITED CHIL-

DREN.
Section 404(b)(1)(H) of the Missing Chil-
dren’s Assistance Act (34 U.s.C.

11293(b)(1)(H)) is amended by inserting ‘, in-
cluding cases involving children with devel-
opmental disabilities such as autism’ before
the semicolon.
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TITLE III—PRIVACY PROTECTIONS
SEC. 301. DEFINITIONS.

In this title:

(1) CHILD.—The term ‘‘child” means an in-
dividual who is less than 18 years of age.

(2) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term ‘‘Indian tribe’’
has the meaning given that term in section
4(e) of the Indian Self-Determination and
Education Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 5304(e)).

(3) LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY.—The term
“law enforcement agency’ means an agency
of a State, unit of local government, or In-
dian tribe that is authorized by law or by a
government agency to engage in or supervise
the prevention, detection, investigation, or
prosecution of any violation of criminal law.

(4) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’” means each
of the 50 States, the District of Columbia,
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the
United States Virgin Islands, American
Samoa, Guam, and the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands.

(5) UNIT OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT.—The term
‘“unit of local government’’ means a county,
municipality, town, township, village, par-
ish, borough, or other unit of general govern-
ment below the State level.

(6) NON-INVASIVE AND NON-PERMANENT.—
The term ‘‘non-invasive and non-permanent’’
means, with regard to any technology or de-
vice, that the procedure to install the tech-
nology or device does not create an external
or internal marker or implant a device, such
as a microchip, or other trackable items.
SEC. 302. STANDARDS AND BEST PRACTICES FOR

USE OF NON-INVASIVE AND NON-
PERMANENT TRACKING DEVICES.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Attorney General, in consultation with the
Secretary of Health and Human Services and
leading research, advocacy, self-advocacy,
and service organizations, shall establish
standards and best practices relating to the
use of non-invasive and non-permanent
tracking technology, where a guardian or
parent has determined that a non-invasive
and non-permanent tracking device is the
least restrictive alternative, to locate indi-
viduals as described in subsection (a)(2) of
section 240001 of the Violent Crime Control
and Law Enforcement Act of 1994 (34 U.S.C.
12621), as added by this Act.

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—In establishing the
standards and best practices required under
paragraph (1), the Attorney General shall—

(A) determine—

(i) the criteria used to determine which in-
dividuals would benefit from the use of a
tracking device;

(ii) the criteria used to determine who
should have direct access to the tracking
system; and

(iii) which non-invasive and non-perma-
nent types of tracking devices can be used in
compliance with the standards and best prac-
tices; and

(B) establish standards and best practices
the Attorney General determines are nec-
essary to the administration of a tracking
system, including procedures to—

(i) safeguard the privacy of the data used
by the tracking device such that—

(I) access to the data is restricted to law
enforcement and health agencies determined
necessary by the Attorney General; and

(IT) collection, use, and retention of the
data is solely for the purpose of preventing
injury or death to the individual wearing the
tracking device;

(ii) establish criteria to determine whether
use of the tracking device is the least re-
strictive alternative in order to prevent risk
of injury or death before issuing the tracking
device, including the previous consideration
of less restrictive alternatives;
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(iii) provide training for law enforcement
agencies to recognize signs of abuse during
interactions with applicants for tracking de-
vices;

(iv) protect the civil rights and liberties of
the individuals who use tracking devices, in-
cluding their rights under the Fourth
Amendment to the Constitution of the
United States;

(v) establish a complaint and investigation
process to address—

(I) incidents of noncompliance by recipi-
ents of grants under subsection (a)(2) of sec-
tion 240001 of the Violent Crime Control and
Law Enforcement Act of 1994 (34 U.S.C.
12621), as added by this Act, with the best
practices established by the Attorney Gen-
eral or other applicable law; and

(IT) use of a tracking device over the objec-
tion of an individual; and

(vi) determine the role that State agencies
should have in the administration of a track-
ing system.

(3) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The standards and
best practices established pursuant to para-
graph (1) shall take effect 90 days after publi-
cation of such standards and practices by the
Attorney General.

(b) REQUIRED COMPLIANCE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Each entity that receives
a grant under subsection (a)(2) of section
240001 of the Violent Crime Control and Law
Enforcement Act of 1994 (34 U.S.C. 12621), as
added by this Act, shall comply with any
standards and best practices relating to the
use of tracking devices established by the
Attorney General in accordance with sub-
section (a).

(2) DETERMINATION OF COMPLIANCE.—The
Attorney General, in consultation with the
Secretary of Health and Human Services,
shall determine whether an entity that re-
ceives a grant under subsection (a)(2) of sec-
tion 240001 of the Violent Crime Control and
Law Enforcement Act of 1994 (34 U.S.C.
12621), as added by this Act, acts in compli-
ance with the requirement described in para-
graph (1).

(¢) APPLICABILITY OF STANDARDS AND BEST
PRACTICES.—The standards and best prac-
tices established by the Attorney General
under subsection (a) shall apply only to the
grant programs authorized under subsection
(a)(2) of section 240001 of the Violent Crime
Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994 (34
U.S.C. 12621), as added by this Act.

(d) LIMITATIONS ON PROGRAM.—

(1) DATA STORAGE.—Any tracking data pro-
vided by tracking devices issued under this
program may not be used by a Federal entity
to create a database.

(2) VOLUNTARY PARTICIPATION.—Nothing in
this Act may be construed to require that a
parent or guardian use a tracking device to
monitor the location of a child or adult
under that parent or guardian’s supervision
if the parent or guardian does not believe
that the use of such device is necessary or in
the interest of the child or adult under su-
pervision.

TITLE IV—OFFSET BY RESTRICTING DIS-
TRIBUTION OF FREE PRINTED COPIES
OF FEDERAL REGISTER

SEC. 401. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Federal Reg-
ister Printing Savings Act of 2017°.

SEC. 402. RESTRICTIONS ON DISTRIBUTION OF

FREE PRINTED COPIES OF FEDERAL
REGISTER TO MEMBERS OF CON-
GRESS AND FEDERAL EMPLOYEES.

(a) RESTRICTIONS.—Section 1506 of title 44,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) by striking “The Administrative Com-
mittee’’ and inserting ‘‘(a) COMPOSITION; DU-
TIES.—The Administrative Committee’’;

(2) in subsection (a)(4), by striking ‘“‘the num-
ber of copies’ and inserting ‘‘subject to sub-
section (b), the number of copies’’; and
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(3) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

““(b) RESTRICTIONS ON DISTRIBUTION OF FREE
PRINTED COPIES TO MEMBERS OF CONGRESS AND
OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE UNITED
STATES.—

““(1) PROHIBITING SUBSCRIPTION TO PRINTED
COPIES WITHOUT REQUEST.—Under the regula-
tions prescribed to carry out subsection (a)(4),
the Director of the Government Publishing Of-
fice may not provide a printed copy of the Fed-
eral Register without charge to any Member of
Congress or any other office of the United States
during a year unless—

‘““(A) the Member or office requests a printed
copy of a specific issue of the Federal Register;
or

‘“‘(B) during that year or during the previous
year, the Member or office requested a subscrip-
tion to printed copies of the Federal Register for
that year, as described in paragraph (2).

““(2) ADMINISTRATION OF SUBSCRIPTIONS.—The
regulations prescribed to carry out subsection
(a)(4) shall include—

““(A) provisions regarding notifications to of-
fices of Members of Congress and other offices of
the United States of the restrictions of para-
graph (1);

‘““(B) provisions describing the process by
which Members and other offices may request a
specific issue of the Federal Register for pur-
poses of paragraph (1)(4); and

“(C) provisions describing the process by
which Members and other offices may request a
subscription to the Federal Register for purposes
of paragraph (1)(B), except that such regula-
tions shall limit the period for such a subscrip-
tion to not longer than 1 year.”’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment made
by subsection (a) shall take effect on January 1,
2018.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the com-
mittee-reported amendment be agreed
to, the Grassley amendment at the
desk be considered and agreed to, and
the bill, as amended, be considered
read a third time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee-reported amendment
was agreed to.

The amendment (No. 1865) was agreed
to, as follows:

(Purpose: To make technical corrections)

On page 8, line 11, strike ‘“‘part’” and insert
‘“‘section”.

On page 8, line 18, strike “part’ and insert
‘‘section”’.

On page 15, between lines 9 and 10, insert
the following:

(4) NON-INVASIVE AND NON-PERMANENT.—
The term ‘‘non-invasive and non-permanent’’
means, with regard to any technology or de-
vice, that the procedure to install the tech-
nology or device does not create an external
or internal marker or implant a device, such
as a microchip, or other trackable items.

On page 15, line 10, strike ‘‘(4)”’ and insert
“(5)”.

On page 15, line 15, strike ‘‘(5)”’ and insert
“(6)".

On page 15, strike lines 20 through 25.

On page 17, beginning on line 20, strike ‘‘in-
jury or death to the individual’ and insert
“injury to or death of the individual’’.

On page 19, line 24, strike ‘‘requirement’’
and insert ‘‘standards and best practices’’.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
for a third reading and was read the
third time.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
know of no further debate on the meas-
ure.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate?

Hearing none, the bill having been
read the third time, the question is,
Shall it pass?

The bill (S. 2070), as amended, was
passed, as follows:

S. 2070

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Kevin and

Avonte’s Law of 2017,

TITLE I—MISSING ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE
PATIENT ALERT PROGRAM REAUTHOR-
IZATION

SEC. 101. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the ‘“‘Missing
Americans Alert Program Act of 2017"".

SEC. 102. REAUTHORIZATION OF THE MISSING

ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE PATIENT
ALERT PROGRAM.

(a) AMENDMENTS.—Section 240001 of the
Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement
Act of 1994 (34 U.S.C. 12621) is amended—

(1) in the section header, by striking ‘‘ALz-
HEIMER’S DISEASE PATIENT’ and inserting
‘‘AMERICANS"’;

(2) by striking subsection (a) and inserting
the following:

‘‘(a) GRANT PROGRAM TO REDUCE INJURY
AND DEATH OF MISSING AMERICANS WITH DE-
MENTIA AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES.—
Subject to the availability of appropriations
to carry out this section, the Attorney Gen-
eral, through the Bureau of Justice Assist-
ance and in consultation with the Secretary
of Health and Human Services—

‘(1) shall award competitive grants to
health care agencies, State and local law en-
forcement agencies, or public safety agencies
and nonprofit organizations to assist such
entities in planning, designing, establishing,
or operating locally based, proactive pro-
grams to prevent wandering and locate miss-
ing individuals with forms of dementia, such
as Alzheimer’s Disease, or developmental
disabilities, such as autism, who, due to
their condition, wander from safe environ-
ments, including programs that—

‘‘(A) provide prevention and response infor-
mation, including online training resources,
and referrals to families or guardians of such
individuals who, due to their condition, wan-
der from a safe environment;

‘“(B) provide education and training, in-
cluding online training resources, to first re-
sponders, school personnel, clinicians, and
the public in order to—

‘(i) increase the safety and reduce the inci-
dence of wandering of persons, who, due to
their dementia or developmental disabilities,
may wander from safe environments;

‘“(ii) facilitate the rescue and recovery of
individuals who, due to their dementia or de-
velopmental disabilities, wander from safe
environments; and

‘‘(iii) recognize and respond to and appro-
priately interact with endangered missing
individuals with dementia or developmental
disabilities who, due to their condition, wan-
der from safe environments;

‘(C) provide prevention and response train-
ing and emergency protocols for school ad-
ministrators, staff, and families or guardians
of individuals with dementia, such as Alz-
heimer’s Disease, or developmental disabil-
ities, such as autism, to help reduce the risk
of wandering by such individuals; and

‘(D) develop, operate, or enhance a notifi-
cation or communications systems for
alerts, advisories, or dissemination of other
information for the recovery of missing indi-
viduals with forms of dementia, such as Alz-
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heimer’s Disease, or with developmental dis-
abilities, such as autism; and

‘“(2) shall award grants to health care
agencies, State and local law enforcement
agencies, or public safety agencies to assist
such agencies in designing, establishing, and
operating locative tracking technology pro-
grams for individuals with forms of demen-
tia, such as Alzheimer’s Disease, or children
with developmental disabilities, such as au-
tism, who have wandered from safe environ-
ments.”’;

(3) in subsection (b)—

(A) by inserting ‘‘competitive’” after ‘‘to
receive a’’;

(B) by inserting ‘‘agency or’’ before ‘‘orga-
nization’ each place it appears; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:
““The Attorney General shall periodically so-
licit applications for grants under this sec-
tion by publishing a request for applications
in the Federal Register and by posting such
a request on the website of the Department
of Justice.”’; and

(4) by striking subsections (c) and (d) and
inserting the following:

‘“(c) PREFERENCE.—In awarding grants
under subsection (a)(1), the Attorney General
shall give preference to law enforcement or
public safety agencies that partner with non-
profit organizations that appropriately use
person-centered plans minimizing restrictive
interventions and that have a direct link to
individuals, and families of individuals, with
forms of dementia, such as Alzheimer’s Dis-
ease, or developmental disabilities, such as
autism.

“(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this section $2,000,000 for each of
fiscal years 2018 through 2022.

‘“(e) GRANT ACCOUNTABILITY.—AIll grants
awarded by the Attorney General under this
section shall be subject to the following ac-
countability provisions:

‘(1) AUDIT REQUIREMENT.—

‘“(A) DEFINITION.—In this paragraph, the
term ‘unresolved audit finding’ means a find-
ing in the final audit report of the Inspector
General of the Department of Justice that
the audited grantee has utilized grant funds
for an unauthorized expenditure or otherwise
unallowable cost that is not closed or re-
solved within 12 months from the date when
the final audit report is issued.

‘(B) AuDITS.—Beginning in the first fiscal
year beginning after the date of enactment
of this subsection, and in each fiscal year
thereafter, the Inspector General of the De-
partment of Justice shall conduct audits of
recipients of grants under this section to
prevent waste, fraud, and abuse of funds by
grantees. The Inspector General shall deter-
mine the appropriate number of grantees to
be audited each year.

“(C) MANDATORY EXCLUSION.—A recipient
of grant funds under this section that is
found to have an unresolved audit finding
shall not be eligible to receive grant funds
under this section during the first 2 fiscal
years beginning after the end of the 12-
month period described in subparagraph (A).

‘(D) PRIORITY.—In awarding grants under
this section, the Attorney General shall give
priority to eligible applicants that did not
have an unresolved audit finding during the
3 fiscal years before submitting an applica-
tion for a grant under this section.

‘(E) REIMBURSEMENT.—If an entity is
awarded grant funds under this section dur-
ing the 2-fiscal-year period during which the
entity is barred from receiving grants under
subparagraph (C), the Attorney General
shall—

‘(i) deposit an amount equal to the
amount of the grant funds that were improp-
erly awarded to the grantee into the General
Fund of the Treasury; and
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‘‘(ii) seek to recoup the costs of the repay-
ment to the fund from the grant recipient
that was erroneously awarded grant funds.

“(2) NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION REQUIRE-
MENTS.—

‘“(A) DEFINITION OF NONPROFIT ORGANIZA-
TION.—For purposes of this paragraph and
the grant programs under this section, the
term ‘nonprofit organization’ means an orga-
nization that is described in section 501(c)(3)
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 and is
exempt from taxation under section 501(a) of
such Code.

‘‘(B) PROHIBITION.—The Attorney General
may not award a grant under this section to
a nonprofit organization that holds money in
offshore accounts for the purpose of avoiding
paying the tax described in section 511(a) of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986.

‘(C) DISCLOSURE.—Each nonprofit organi-
zation that is awarded a grant under this
section and uses the procedures prescribed in
regulations to create a rebuttable presump-
tion of reasonableness for the compensation
of its officers, directors, trustees, and key
employees, shall disclose to the Attorney
General, in the application for the grant, the
process for determining such compensation,
including the independent persons involved
in reviewing and approving such compensa-
tion, the comparability data used, and con-
temporaneous substantiation of the delibera-
tion and decision. Upon request, the Attor-
ney General shall make the information dis-
closed under this subparagraph available for
public inspection.

‘‘(3) CONFERENCE EXPENDITURES.—

“‘(A) LIMITATION.—No amounts made avail-
able to the Department of Justice under this
section may be used by the Attorney Gen-
eral, or by any individual or entity awarded
discretionary funds through a cooperative
agreement under this section, to host or sup-
port any expenditure for conferences that
uses more than $20,000 in funds made avail-
able by the Department of Justice, unless
the head of the relevant agency or depart-
ment, provides prior written authorization
that the funds may be expended to host the
conference.

“(B) WRITTEN APPROVAL.—Written ap-
proval under subparagraph (A) shall include
a written estimate of all costs associated
with the conference, including the cost of all
food, beverages, audio-visual equipment,
honoraria for speakers, and entertainment.

‘(C) REPORT.—The Deputy Attorney Gen-
eral shall submit an annual report to the
Committee on the Judiciary of the Senate
and the Committee on the Judiciary of the
House of Representatives on all conference
expenditures approved under this paragraph.

‘‘(4) ANNUAL CERTIFICATION.—Beginning in
the first fiscal year beginning after the date
of enactment of this subsection, the Attor-
ney General shall submit, to the Committee
on the Judiciary and the Committee on Ap-
propriations of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary and the Committee
on Appropriations of the House of Represent-
atives, an annual certification—

“‘(A) indicating whether—

‘(i) all audits issued by the Office of the
Inspector General under paragraph (1) have
been completed and reviewed by the appro-
priate Assistant Attorney General or Direc-
tor;

‘(i) all mandatory exclusions required
under paragraph (1)(C) have been issued; and

‘‘(iii) all reimbursements required under
paragraph (1)(E) have been made; and

‘(B) that includes a list of any grant re-
cipients excluded under paragraph (1) from
the previous year.

““(f) PREVENTING DUPLICATIVE GRANTS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Before the Attorney
General awards a grant to an applicant
under this section, the Attorney General
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shall compare potential grant awards with
other grants awarded by the Attorney Gen-
eral to determine if grant awards are or have
been awarded for a similar purpose.

‘“(2) REPORT.—If the Attorney General
awards grants to the same applicant for a
similar purpose the Attorney General shall
submit to the Committee on the Judiciary of
the Senate and the Committee on the Judici-
ary of the House of Representatives a report
that includes—

““(A) a list of all such grants awarded, in-
cluding the total dollar amount of any such
grants awarded; and

‘(B) the reason the Attorney General
awarded multiple grants to the same appli-
cant for a similar purpose.’’.

(b) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than 2
years after the date of enactment of this Act
and every year thereafter, the Attorney Gen-
eral shall submit to the Committee on the
Judiciary and the Committee on Appropria-
tions of the Senate and the Committee on
the Judiciary and the Committee on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives a
report on the Missing Americans Alert Pro-
gram, as amended by subsection (a), which
shall address—

(1) the number of individuals who bene-
fitted from the Missing Americans Alert Pro-
gram, including information such as the
number of individuals with reduced unsafe
wandering, the number of people who were
trained through the program, and the esti-
mated number of people who were impacted
by the program;

(2) the number of State, local, and tribal
law enforcement or public safety agencies
that applied for funding under the Missing
Americans Alert Program;

(3) the number of State, local, and tribal
local law enforcement or public safety agen-
cies that received funding under the Missing
Americans Alert Program, including—

(A) the number of State, local, and tribal
law enforcement or public safety agencies
that used such funding for training; and

(B) the number of State, local, and tribal
law enforcement or public safety agencies
that used such funding for designing, estab-
lishing, or operating locative tracking tech-
nology;

(4) the companies, including the location
(city and State) of the headquarters and
local offices of each company, for which
their locative tracking technology was used
by State, local, and tribal law enforcement
or public safety agencies;

(5) the nonprofit organizations, including
the location (city and State) of the head-
quarters and local offices of each organiza-
tion, that State, local, and tribal law en-
forcement or public safety agencies
partnered with and the result of each part-
nership;

(6) the number of missing children with au-
tism or another developmental disability
with wandering tendencies or adults with
Alzheimer’s being served by the program
who went missing and the result of the
search for each such individual; and

(7) any recommendations for improving the
Missing Americans Alert Program.

(c) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents in section 2 of the Violent Crime Con-
trol and Law Enforcement Act of 1994 is
amended by striking the item relating to
section 240001 and inserting the following:
“Sec. 240001. Missing Americans Alert Pro-

gram.”’.

TITLE II—EDUCATION AND OUTREACH
SEC. 201. ACTIVITIES BY THE NATIONAL CENTER

FOR MISSING AND EXPLOITED CHIL-

DREN.
Section 404(b)(1)(H) of the Missing Chil-
dren’s Assistance Act (34 U.s.C.

11293(b)(1)(H)) is amended by inserting ‘, in-
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cluding cases involving children with devel-

opmental disabilities such as autism’’ before

the semicolon.
TITLE III—PRIVACY PROTECTIONS

SEC. 301. DEFINITIONS.

In this title:

(1) CHILD.—The term ‘‘child” means an in-
dividual who is less than 18 years of age.

(2) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term ‘‘Indian tribe”’
has the meaning given that term in section
4(e) of the Indian Self-Determination and
Education Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 5304(e)).

(3) LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY.—The term
‘“‘law enforcement agency’’ means an agency
of a State, unit of local government, or In-
dian tribe that is authorized by law or by a
government agency to engage in or supervise
the prevention, detection, investigation, or
prosecution of any violation of criminal law.

(4) NON-INVASIVE AND NON-PERMANENT.—
The term ‘‘non-invasive and non-permanent’’
means, with regard to any technology or de-
vice, that the procedure to install the tech-
nology or device does not create an external
or internal marker or implant a device, such
as a microchip, or other trackable items.

(6) STATE.—The term ‘‘State” means each
of the 50 States, the District of Columbia,
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the
United States Virgin Islands, American
Samoa, Guam, and the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands.

(6) UNIT OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT.—The term
‘‘unit of local government’ means a county,
municipality, town, township, village, par-
ish, borough, or other unit of general govern-
ment below the State level.

SEC. 302. STANDARDS AND BEST PRACTICES FOR
USE OF NON-INVASIVE AND NON-
PERMANENT TRACKING DEVICES.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Attorney General, in consultation with the
Secretary of Health and Human Services and
leading research, advocacy, self-advocacy,
and service organizations, shall establish
standards and best practices relating to the
use of non-invasive and non-permanent
tracking technology, where a guardian or
parent has determined that a non-invasive
and non-permanent tracking device is the
least restrictive alternative, to locate indi-
viduals as described in subsection (a)(2) of
section 240001 of the Violent Crime Control
and Law Enforcement Act of 1994 (34 U.S.C.
12621), as added by this Act.

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—In establishing the
standards and best practices required under
paragraph (1), the Attorney General shall—

(A) determine—

(i) the criteria used to determine which in-
dividuals would benefit from the use of a
tracking device;

(ii) the criteria used to determine who
should have direct access to the tracking
system; and

(iii) which non-invasive and non-perma-
nent types of tracking devices can be used in
compliance with the standards and best prac-
tices; and

(B) establish standards and best practices
the Attorney General determines are nec-
essary to the administration of a tracking
system, including procedures to—

(i) safeguard the privacy of the data used
by the tracking device such that—

(I) access to the data is restricted to law
enforcement and health agencies determined
necessary by the Attorney General; and

(IT) collection, use, and retention of the
data is solely for the purpose of preventing
injury to or death of the individual wearing
the tracking device;

(ii) establish criteria to determine whether
use of the tracking device is the least re-
strictive alternative in order to prevent risk
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of injury or death before issuing the tracking

device, including the previous consideration

of less restrictive alternatives;

(iii) provide training for law enforcement
agencies to recognize signs of abuse during
interactions with applicants for tracking de-
vices;

(iv) protect the civil rights and liberties of
the individuals who use tracking devices, in-
cluding their rights under the Fourth
Amendment to the Constitution of the
United States;

(v) establish a complaint and investigation
process to address—

(D) incidents of noncompliance by recipi-
ents of grants under subsection (a)(2) of sec-
tion 240001 of the Violent Crime Control and
Law Enforcement Act of 1994 (34 U.S.C.
12621), as added by this Act, with the best
practices established by the Attorney Gen-
eral or other applicable law; and

(IT) use of a tracking device over the objec-
tion of an individual; and

(vi) determine the role that State agencies
should have in the administration of a track-
ing system.

(3) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The standards and
best practices established pursuant to para-
graph (1) shall take effect 90 days after publi-
cation of such standards and practices by the
Attorney General.

(b) REQUIRED COMPLIANCE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Each entity that receives
a grant under subsection (a)(2) of section
240001 of the Violent Crime Control and Law
Enforcement Act of 1994 (34 U.S.C. 12621), as
added by this Act, shall comply with any
standards and best practices relating to the
use of tracking devices established by the
Attorney General in accordance with sub-
section (a).

(2) DETERMINATION OF COMPLIANCE.—The
Attorney General, in consultation with the
Secretary of Health and Human Services,
shall determine whether an entity that re-
ceives a grant under subsection (a)(2) of sec-
tion 240001 of the Violent Crime Control and
Law Enforcement Act of 1994 (34 U.S.C.
12621), as added by this Act, acts in compli-
ance with the standards and best practices
described in paragraph (1).

(¢) APPLICABILITY OF STANDARDS AND BEST
PRACTICES.—The standards and best prac-
tices established by the Attorney General
under subsection (a) shall apply only to the
grant programs authorized under subsection
(a)(2) of section 240001 of the Violent Crime
Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994 (34
U.S.C. 12621), as added by this Act.

(d) LIMITATIONS ON PROGRAM.—

(1) DATA STORAGE.—Any tracking data pro-
vided by tracking devices issued under this
program may not be used by a Federal entity
to create a database.

(2) VOLUNTARY PARTICIPATION.—Nothing in
this Act may be construed to require that a
parent or guardian use a tracking device to
monitor the location of a child or adult
under that parent or guardian’s supervision
if the parent or guardian does not believe
that the use of such device is necessary or in
the interest of the child or adult under su-
pervision.

TITLE IV—OFFSET BY RESTRICTING DIS-
TRIBUTION OF FREE PRINTED COPIES
OF FEDERAL REGISTER

SEC. 401. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Federal
Register Printing Savings Act of 2017"’.

SEC. 402. RESTRICTIONS ON DISTRIBUTION OF

FREE PRINTED COPIES OF FEDERAL
REGISTER TO MEMBERS OF CON-
GRESS AND FEDERAL EMPLOYEES.

(a) RESTRICTIONS.—Section 1506 of title 44,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) by striking ‘“The Administrative Com-
mittee” and inserting ‘‘(a) COMPOSITION; DU-
TIES.—The Administrative Committee’’;
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(2) in subsection (a)(4), by striking ‘‘the
number of copies’ and inserting ‘‘subject to
subsection (b), the number of copies’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

“(b) RESTRICTIONS ON DISTRIBUTION OF
FREE PRINTED COPIES TO MEMBERS OF CON-
GRESS AND OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE
UNITED STATES.—

‘(1) PROHIBITING SUBSCRIPTION TO PRINTED
COPIES WITHOUT REQUEST.—Under the regula-
tions prescribed to carry out subsection
(a)(4), the Director of the Government Pub-
lishing Office may not provide a printed copy
of the Federal Register without charge to
any Member of Congress or any other office
of the United States during a year unless—

‘“(A) the Member or office requests a print-
ed copy of a specific issue of the Federal
Register; or

‘(B) during that year or during the pre-
vious year, the Member or office requested a
subscription to printed copies of the Federal
Register for that year, as described in para-
graph (2).

‘“(2) ADMINISTRATION OF SUBSCRIPTIONS.—
The regulations prescribed to carry out sub-
section (a)(4) shall include—

“‘(A) provisions regarding notifications to
offices of Members of Congress and other of-
fices of the United States of the restrictions
of paragraph (1);

‘“(B) provisions describing the process by
which Members and other offices may re-
quest a specific issue of the Federal Register
for purposes of paragraph (1)(A); and

‘“(C) provisions describing the process by
which Members and other offices may re-
quest a subscription to the Federal Register
for purposes of paragraph (1)(B), except that
such regulations shall limit the period for
such a subscription to not longer than 1
year.”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by subsection (a) shall take effect on
January 1, 2018.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

CONDEMNING THE GOVERNMENT
OF IRAN’S STATE-SPONSORED
PERSECUTION OF ITS BAHA’I MI-
NORITY AND ITS CONTINUED
VIOLATION OF THE INTER-
NATIONAL COVENANTS ON
HUMAN RIGHTS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 281, S. Res. 139.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 139) condemning the
Government of Iran’s state-sponsored perse-
cution of its Baha’i minority and its contin-
ued violation of the International Covenants
on Human Rights.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution,
which had been reported from the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations, with an
amendment and an amendment to the
preamble, as follows:

(The part of the resolution intended
to be deleted is shown in boldface
brackets and the part of the resolution
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intended to be inserted is shown in
italics.)

(The part of the preamble intended to
be deleted is shown in boldface brack-
ets and the part of the preamble in-
tended to be inserted is shown in
italics.)

S. RES. 139

Whereas in 1982, 1984, 1988, 1990, 1992, 1993,
1994, 1996, 2000, 2004, 2006, 2008, 2009, 2012, 2013,
2015, and 2016, Congress declared that it de-
plored the religious persecution by the Gov-
ernment of Iran of the Baha'i community
and would hold the Government of Iran re-
sponsible for upholding the rights of all Ira-
nian nationals, including members of the
Baha'’i Faith;

Whereas the United States Commission on
International Religious Freedom 2016 Annual
Report states—

(1) ‘“The Baha’i community, the largest
non-Muslim religious minority in Iran, long
has been subject to particularly severe reli-
gious freedom violations. The government
views Baha’is, who number at least 300,000,
as ‘heretics’ and consequently they face re-
pression on the grounds of apostasy.’’;

(2) “Since 1979, authorities have killed or
executed more than 200 Baha’i leaders, and
more than 10,000 have been dismissed from
government and university jobs.”’; and

(3) ““Over the past 10 years, approximately
850 Baha’is have been arbitrarily arrested.’’;

Whereas the Department of State 2015
International Religious Freedom Report
states—

(1) religious minorities in Iran ‘‘continued
to face societal discrimination, especially
the Bahai community, which reported con-
tinuing problems at different levels of soci-
ety, including personal harassment.”’;

(2) the Government of Iran ‘‘continued to
prohibit Bahais from officially assembling or
maintaining administrative institutions, ac-
tively closed such institutions, harassed Ba-
hais, and disregarded their property rights.”’;

(3) in Iran, ‘“Bahai blood may be spilled
with impunity, and Bahai families are not
entitled to restitution’ and ‘‘Bahais cannot
receive compensation for injury or crimes
committed against them and cannot inherit
property.’’;

(4) the Government of Iran ‘‘requires uni-
versities to exclude Bahais from access to
higher education or expel them if their reli-
gious affiliation becomes known.”’; and

(5) in Iran, ‘‘Bahais are banned from gov-
ernment employment’ and ‘‘[t]here were re-
ports of non-Bahais being pressured to refuse
employment to Bahais or dismissing Bahais
from their private sector jobs.”’;

Whereas, on June 8, 2016, the United Na-
tions Special Rapporteur on the situation of
human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran
and the United Nations Special Rapporteur
on freedom of religion or belief issued a joint
statement condemning the ‘“‘wave of incite-
ment of hatred of the Baha’i community re-
flected in speeches made by religious, judici-
ary and political officials in the Islamic Re-
public of Iran’’;

Whereas, on September 6, 2016, the United
Nations Secretary-General issued a report on
the situation of human rights in the Islamic
Republic of Iran (A/71/374), which stated that
“human rights violations have continued at
an alarming rate’’;

Whereas, on December 17, 2016, the United
Nations General Assembly adopted a resolu-
tion (A/RES/70/179), which ‘‘[e]xpresse[d] seri-
ous concern about ongoing severe limita-
tions and restrictions on the right to free-
dom of thought, conscience, religion or belief
and restrictions on the establishment of
places of worship, as well as attacks against
places of worship and burial, as well as other

December 21, 2017

human rights violations, including but not
limited to harassment, persecution and in-
citement to hatred that lead to violence
against persons belonging to recognized and
unrecognized religious minorities, including
Christians, Jews, Sufi Muslims, Sunni Mus-
lims, Zoroastrians and members of the
Baha’i Faith and their defenders’’;

Whereas since May 2008, the Government of
Iran has imprisoned the 7 members of the
former ad hoc leadership group of the Baha’i
community in Iran, known as the Yaran-i-
Iran, or ‘‘friends of Iran”—Mrs. Fariba
Kamalabadi, Mr. Jamaloddin Khanjani, Mr.
Afif Naeimi, Mr. Saeid Rezaie, Mr. Behrouz
Tavakkoli, Mrs. Mahvash Sabet, and Mr.
Vahid Tizfahm—and these individuals were
convicted of charges including ‘‘spying for
Israel, insulting religious sanctities, propa-
ganda against the regime and spreading cor-
ruption on earth” and sentenced to 20-year
prison terms, the longest sentences given to
any prisoner of conscience in Iran at that
time, now reportedly reduced to [10 years] 10
years, and Mrs. Sabet and Mrs. Kamalabadi
were released in September 2017 and October
2017, respectively, upon the completion of their
sentences;

Whereas beginning in May 2011, officials of
the Government of Iran in 4 cities conducted
sweeping raids on the homes of dozens of in-
dividuals associated with the Baha’i Insti-
tute for Higher Education (referred to in this
Resolution as “BIHE’’) and arrested and de-
tained several educators associated with
BIHE, with 16 BIHE educators ultimately
sentenced to 4- or 5-year prison terms, 7 of
whom remain in prison;

Whereas scores of Baha’i cemeteries have
been attacked, and in 2014, Revolutionary
Guards began excavating a Baha’i cemetery
in Shiraz, which is the site of 950 graves, and
built a cultural and sport center on the cem-
etery site;

Whereas the Baha’i International Commu-
nity reported that there has been a recent
surge in anti-Baha’i hate propaganda in Ira-
nian state-sponsored media outlets, noting
that—

(1) in 2010 and 2011, approximately 22 anti-
Baha’i articles were appearing every month;

(2) in 2014, the number of anti-Baha’i arti-
cles rose to approximately 400 per month;
and

(3) by 2016, the number of anti-Baha’i arti-
cles rose to approximately 1,500 per month;

Whereas there are currently 90 Baha’is in
prison in Iran;

Whereas the Government of Iran is party
to the International Covenants on Human
Rights and is in violation of its obligations
under such Covenants;

Whereas section 105 of the Comprehensive
Iran Sanctions, Accountability, and Divest-
ment Act of 2010 (22 U.S.C. 8514) authorizes
the President to impose sanctions on individ-
uals ‘‘responsible for or complicit in, or re-
sponsible for ordering, controlling, or other-
wise directing, the commission of serious
human rights abuses against citizens of Iran
or their family members on or after June 12,
2009’’; and

Whereas the Iran Threat Reduction and
Syria Human Rights Act of 2012 (Public Law
112-158) amends and expands the authorities
established under the Comprehensive Iran
Sanctions, Accountability, and Divestment
Act of 2010 (Public Law 111-195) to sanction
Iranian human rights abusers: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) condemns the Government of Iran’s
state-sponsored persecution of its Baha’i mi-
nority and its continued violation of the
International Covenants on Human Rights;

(2) calls on the Government of Iran to im-
mediately release the [7] 5 imprisoned
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